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Even with Congressional
help and DOD support in
increasing aviator training
rates, the next few years
will certainly see . . .
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AN AVIATOR SHORTAGE

ERE Is ample evidence that the

Army is currently experiencing a
significant shortfall in meeting com-
pany grade aviation requirements (SC
15). This stems from decreased avia-
tor training rates since 1973, increas-
ing aviator requirements, and primary
specialty qualification training.

The question of ground duty for
commissioned aviators is key. Ewven
with DOD and Congressional coop-
eration in increasing aviator training
rates, the shortage would continue for
several years. Clearly, the Army must
optimize its use of a very highly train-
ed, high dollar value resource - avia-
tors.

Is branch training needed?

Influencing this issue is the full in-
tegration of aviators as a credible part-
ner in the combined arms team. It's a
timely event and returns our attention
to the basic gquestion: “Do commis-
sioned aviators need the traditional
education, basic branch/specialty
experience, and training received in
the past?”

Several studies are being conducted
which address aviators, ranging from
determining crew ratios, reviewing the
force structure, and the long term de-
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velopment of commissioned aviators.
These studies have a common thrust:
meeting company grade requirements
while developing commissioned avia-
tors as leaders in support of the Army’s
basic missions.

Major changes listed

For the near term, some commis-
sioned aviator (SC 15) personnel
policies have been altered in order to
maintain aviation units/activities at an
acceptable level of readiness. These
include:

* Limited grade substitution of Ma-
jor against Captain requirements (SC
15). This action is being carefully
managed to ensure the job matches
the officer's experience and potential.

* Company grade aviators (SC 15)
will be assigned only to “hard skill"
aviation coded positions.

* Deferring ground duty for the
present. MACOM or individual re-
quests to shift from an aviation assign-
ment to ground duty at the same in-
stallation will be handled on a case-by-
case basis. Generally, approval will
not result in an aviator replacement.

e Effective 1 October 1978, the
new aviation obligation following flight

(POLICIES /Continued on Page 6)
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Who keeps making
the best tactical radios
even better?

For example, the the most current design
ANJARC-115-A(V —the configurations available.
latest version of the LS. Memcor also provides total
Army's lightweight airborne support and service —field
transceivers produced by application, maintenance,
our Memcor Division. and complete logistics for
We've pointed out the radio’s customers anywhere in the

many features and improve-
ments to prove a point: As
the holder of current Army
contracts and as one of the
world’s largest suppliers of
tactical radios, Memcor offers

world.

For more on Memcor, contact
E-Systems, Inc., Memcor
Division, P.O. Box 549,
Huntington, Indiana 46750.
(219) 356-4300.

E-Systems is ihe answer.
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Under modern tactical
conditions, the key to ground
defense is mobility and flexi-
" bility . .. demands uniquely

== “met by the versatile CH-47
Chinook helicopter. Regard-
less of the condition of ter-
rain—jammed highways,
damage to roads, rail lines,
or bridges —the Chinook has
demonstrated its ability to
leapfrog firepower, mate-
nals and troops to critical
positions. It resupplies am-
munition and fuel. It keeps

Leapfrog.

artillery, armor and armed
helicopters fully effective.

It recovers equipment and
evacuates wounded. Tomeet
and counter a lightning
thrust, the Chinook is an
indispensable tool of the
ground commander . . . an
absolute necessity in tac-
tical and logistical planning.
To stay a jump ahead.

ELTEFANE VERTT L
AR ST r FENS
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school will be four years and the
GOAL will be to attain four years
operational flying experience during
this period.

®* Advance course attendance
MAY be deferred until the eighth
year of FCS.

e Fully funded Advanced Civil
Schooling (ACS) for company
grades must support primary
specialty OR SC 15 and be based on
AERB requirements. This does not
preclude adoption of SC 15 as a
primary Specialty Code and receiv-
ing Advanced Civil Schooling
toward a new alternate Specialty
Code.

* CERTAIN company grade avia-
tors no longer carrving SC 15 will be
identified to temporarily relieve com-
pany grade shortages. Involuntry
specialty redesignation will not occur,
but the individual may request re-
designation.

* The above carefully conceived,
near term policy changes are neces-
sary and vital steps to preserve the
combat readiness of Army Aviation. It
is not intended, nor will it result in
career penalties for those commission-
ed aviators (SC 15) who do not follow
the same career patterns as their
predecessors. As in the past, an
officer's manner of performance is the
single, most important consideration. It
is in line with the Army's conviction that
all jobs are important and deserve being
done well,

If necessary, HQDA boards will be
provided SPECIAL GUIDANCE to
ensure that this key point is not
minimized as aviators are considered
for schools and promotions.

In this regard, it is noteworthy that
since the Vietnam era, aviators have
consistently performed as well as or
better than their non-rated contem-
poraries before all HQDA boards and
there is no reason to believe it will
change in the future,

Ir,f_
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Ahead of TIME

Theynhsed States Army's Advanced Attack
{AAH]) is the most advanced
gtlrm built. Ahead of time in
logy, performance, uuwi'uahjlrrt-.r
md m]ulnn capability.

As an sable member of the. ;_., )
'm bmtum, the AAH-64 jg‘g-m.ﬂ
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ssional industrial team ever assembled.
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The Advanced Attack Helicopter— ahead of time.

For further information, call or write
Carl D. Perry, Vice-Prasident, Marketing.

Hughes Helicopters, Centinela & Teale Street,

Culver City, California 90230,
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The T700: Thoroughly proven power
for the rugged AAH mission

When the Army/Hughes AH-64 Advanced Attack Helicopter
arrives on the modern, tank-heavy battlefield, its T700
engines will be equal to the challenge. Backed by excep-
tionally rigorous testing, plus years of experience powering
the Army's Black Hawk, the T700 will provide the extra
reliability, survivability and simplified maintenance needed
for the AAH's demanding operating environment.

GENERAL (G5 ELECTRIC



Commenting on FY 1978 aviation
safety statistics, Brigadier General
Carl H. McNair, Jr., DA’'s Aviation

Officer, indicates that . . .

We've slipped
behind!

INCE this issue of the Army Avia-
tion Magazine is dedicated to the
year 1978 in review, [ will use this col-
umn to outline briefly some FY 78
year end summary items of mutual
interest to the Army Aviation com-
munity.
First and foremost, in the area of
aviation safety, we slipped behind

this year on all fronts - total accidents,

fatalities, cost, and rate. So that you
can fully appreciate the details [ have
synthesized this year's data as com-
pared to the previous three, and this
compilation appears in the separate
box immediately below.

Of great significance is the fact that
fatalities were up 128% in FY 78. The

number of accidents increased by
about 10% with much of the increase
attributed to the fixed wing fleet which
accounts for less than 10% of our total
aircraft and a very small portion of our
flying hour program.

This gives cause for reflection since
we may be directing our safety efforts
disproportionately to our rotary wing
fleet and neglecting the fixed wing. |
would hope we will not lose sight of
the need for a balanced safety pro-
gram in ALL aviation units, fixed and
rotary, TO&E and TDA.

Accidents can happen on U-21
point-to-point support missions just as
easy or easier than on an OH-58 tac-
tical NOE mission. One tends to relax

COMBINED SAFETY DATA (ACTIVE ARMY, ARNG, USAR)
Year Total Number Accident MNo. of Aircraft
of No. of of Rate per Flying Damage
Record Accidenis Fatalities 100,000 Hours Cost
Hours
FY 75 106 41 7.17 1.47 mill. %16.7 million
FY 76 94 40 6.34 1.48 mill. $21.1 million
Fy 77 581 25 5.40 1.49 mill. $21.8 million
FY 78 90 57 6.21 1.44 mill. $24.0 million
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@WE’UE slipped behind!

(Continued from Page 9)

on the less strenuous or less demand-
ing flights and accidents are prone to
occur under such relaxation.

In this vein, | need not remind you
unit commanders, aviation officers,
and safety officer that each accident
directly affects Army readiness. The FY
78 accident costs of $24 million in
damage to equipment and property
would have bought us 25 XM-1 tanks
or 60 infantry fighting vehicles. In avia-
tion terms the same amount would buy
five or six CH-47C Chinook or 16
Cobras.

Take a closer lock at the causes of
these accidents and exert every in-
fluence to reduce accident risks. In
turn, accidents will be reduced. We
must not be content with a rate of 5.5
to 6.0 accidents per 100,000 hours,
but must seek a breakthrough to a

OPENERS!—BG Carl H. McNair, Jr., the
Aviation Officer-DA, opens the 1978
Prolessional Presentations at the AAAA's
October Mational Convention in his role as
Presentations Committee Chairman.
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much lower rate. Each aviator has a
moral obligation to himself, his profes-
sion, and the Army to do his part.

With respect to aviation standard-
ization and policy, FY 78 saw 20 of
the 29 DA Board recommendations
implemented with six others pending
implementation. The most far reaching
of these was the complete rewrite,
simplification, and consolidation of AR
95-1, “Army Aviation, General Provi-
sions and Flight Regulations,” which
was published 30 September 1978,

The FY 79 Board meeting was just
held here during 7-9 November in
Washington and saw the aviation of-
ficers and standardization officers from
all commands gather and discuss 45
separate aviation standardization and
policy issues. We expect to publish a
report to the field in January on the
1979 actions underway in response to
the itemns surfaced from the field at this
meeting.

Increased flying hours

FY 78 saw us fall slightly short of our
originally projected flying hour pro-
gram, but due to funding constraints,
and increased costs, we actually ended
up flying slhightly more than the funded
program. On balance, it was a good
year and we were able to get maximum
return from the flying dollars available.

The FY 79 funded flying hour pro-
gram represents a 10% increase over
FY 78. However, much more must be
done with these hours since we will
have wider implementation of the air-
crew training manuals (ATM's), in-
creased aviation intelligence support
and night training, and will seek further
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advances in combined arms training,
gunnery training, and aviation wunit
ARTEPS. Subject to these advances
and expansion of our training base out-
put, we would hope to see a propor-
tionate increase in the FY 80 flying
hours program as well — all pointing

towards increased aviation unit
readiness.

FY 79 should be a good year indeed
with continued aviation progress on a
broad front. On 4-5 December, the
Aviation Center was host to over 50
general officers and senior DA civilians
for the Army Aviation Program
Review - 1978, the first such review
since 1974. The agenda focused on the
enemy threat and the entire gamut of
Army Aviation systems, preseni and
future; the aviation force structure; and

the total systems implications of train-
ing, personnel, testing, and logistics;
concluding with an assessment of pro-
posed priorities, funding, and recom-
mended future aviation actions.

AAPR will have wide impact

General Kroesen, Vice Chief of
Staff, presided over the review which
included participants and senior
representatives from every major com-
mand and user/developer in the Ar-
my. The discussions and impact of
decisions therefrom will serve as a
guide for aviation actions over the next
few years.

The Program Review participation of
the many senior commanders and staff
officers was a significant indication of
the wisibility, priority, and support
which Army Aviation enjoys in today's
Army — and a very solid note upon
which Army Aviation ends the "78 year.

WELCOME!—Soldiers from the 1st Aviation Brigade come to attention as MG James H,
Merryman, right rear of Jeep, new USAAVNC Commander, makes an inspection as pari
of a welcoming review in early December. COL Patrick N, Delavan, Deputy Installation
Commander, shown left rear in Jeep, and COL John C. Bahnsen, Brigade Commander,
,karcnmpany the new CG who assumed command of USAAVNC on December 11.

~

5




A 30-page report on
aﬁatigngin thl:e field . .

Army Aviation on the
ATO Horizon

THE AAAA PANELISTS LOOK AT USAREUR ARMY AVIATION
IN DEPTH AT THE OCTORBER 1978 NATIONAL CONVENTION



-“ . .. I'm frankly excited about °
the future of Army Aviation in

»

Europe and in the Army . . . @




M delighted to be here with you at

your National Convention. You
couldn't have gotten me not to come,
and I'm only annoyed that there are a
few people who weren't able to make
it whom | would have liked to have
seen, but maybe we can get the mes-

sage of what went on here to them.

I'm billed as talking to you about
where Army Aviation is in Europe and
I'm delighted to do that because | feel
that - after a long pause - to a certain
extent we're moving in the direction
that (Generals) “Ham" Howze and
Harry Kinnard and a lot of other guys
were moving toward as we moved into
a recognition of what Army Aviation
could do for the Army in a Vietnam
situation. | think we are moving onto
that same forward approach to Army
Aviation in Europe today.

| think some of you know that I've
had a wonderful opportunity to be in
Europe for awhile. In fact, I'm trying to
set the record, the “Army Times”, to
the contrary. In an issue that came out
vesterday, they said I'm retiring in the
summer of '79. Ain't so! I'm going to
stay there just as long as they'll let me.

Let me try to say where | think we
are . . . | understand that what you
heard yesterday gave you sort of a
good sounding as to what we're talk-
ing about in the interoperability field
of Army Aviation, and [ should be care-
ful to distinguish a little bit between

those terrible words, RSI (Rationaliza-
tion, Standardization, and Interopera-
bility) and what they really mean.

How do we fit it together?

They mean, in Dr. LaBerge’s ter-
minology, not only the standardiza-
tion of materiel, but when that can't be
gained, interoperability - making these
things work compatibly even though
they may be different. But there is
another meaning of interoperability,
In reality, what we've got to do is to
take what we've got and make it in-
teroperable, and that becomes largely a
software problem, rather than a hard-
ware problem . . . as an example, how
do you put together the capabil-
ities, the tactics, the techniques, and
the procedures of the various armies
and air forces that are involved to make
this fit well into the kind of environment
that will take maximum advantage of
the capabilities and minimize the limita-
tions of the equipment and the people?

So my big direction has been to say,
“0OK, I've got this equipment; the Ger-
mans have this equipment; the British
have this equipment; the other NATO
members have this equipment. We've
got bright aviators at all levels through-
oul these various organizations, How
do we fit this all together in a very com-
bat-capable organization?”

That's what I've devoted my atten-
tion to in the 5% years that | have been

Aviation is the key

by GENERAL GEORGE S. BLANCHARD,
Commander-in-Chief, U.S. Army, Europe
15



Aviation is the key
(Continued from Page 15)

privileged to serve in Europe, first as a
Corps Commander and for the past
3% years as CINCUSAREUR and
COMCENTAG.

The objective that I'm trying to
achieve today will be a dual effort: I'll
make a general assessment and my
Aviation Officer, COL (Lewis) McCon-
nell, will fill you in this afterncon with
many more of the specifics in Project
Maximize and some other activitles,
and 1 think it will be very interesting to
you in the sense of knowing where we
are going in Europe, specifically in the
Aviation Program. (Ed. Note: COL
McConnell's address appears on a
following page.)

It was kind of sad when | arrived in

ITS MAYOR
CROZIER
NOW!

M Receiving 49.6 percent of the
10,655 votes cast, Colonel Ted
A. Crozier, Ret., a former mem-
ber of AAAA's Nat'l Executive
Board during 1976-1978, was
elected mayor of Clarksville,
TN, in November balloting. The
52.year-old career officer had
served as Chief of Staff for the
101st prior to his retirement.
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1973 in terms of the feeling of Army
Aviators in Europe. There was a feeling
of letdown, but not just by the commis-
sioned aviators, but also by the war-
rants and even by our enlisted aviation
maintenance people who felt, “Well,
Hell's bells. They don’t need us any-
more. Vielnam was a tremendous
thing and we contributed greatly to the
Army's capability, but Europe doesn'’t
really need us.”

| set about - at least within VII Corps
anyway - to try and change that. There
were also problems with meeting the
gates and all the administrative difficul-
ties that Army Aviators face in trying to
adjust within the Army itself. You re-
member all that argument and discus-
sion about the direction those in Mili-
tary Personnel Management moved
the Army, the direction we're going
now,

Total integration!

We weren't getting any new equip-
ment for aircraft in Europe and we
didn't even have an Aviation Section in
our (USAREUR) Headquarters. Cer-
tain members in Europe had decided
that Army Aviation was so totally in-
tegrated within the Army that the mar-
velous result was that we had plenty of
aviators on my staff and, therefore, we
didn't need an Army Aviation Section,

I'm pleased to say that a great deal of
that has changed over the years, thanks
to the forward-looking aviatién person-
nel as well as the non-rated people who
were in the command and staff posi-
tions throughout the Army.

In particular, [ got a great deal of
help from my subordinates: the Corps,

!



Division, and separate unit Command-
ers in trying to move this thing forward.
I'm delighted to say that we were sup-
ported tremendously by the Aviation
Center, by DA, and by DOD, and we
are now a lot better off than we were.

A turning point is reached

Finally, there was a critical kind of
turning point when everybody started
to realize again that Army Aviation had
a vital role to play in Europe . . and that
critical point comes and always has, 1
think, when the Brigade Commander
or the Battalion Commander under-
stands what this great capability can do
for him not in the sense of being able to
transport people in an air assault con-
figuration - although that's an important
part of it - but with the weapons system
of killing tanks, which became then a
sort of building block from which we
had to move and which became the all-

17
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B One of the four “bikes” used by
the 229th Aviation Battalion for
scouting and recon. The rack can
be seen outside the right skid

encompassing objective because of the
increase in the capabilities of our poten-
tial adversary.

The Battalion and Brigade Com-
manders came to recognize that Army
Aviation is a force multiplier of very
major proportions, and in the process
of the build-up we're at the point of
having some 1,100 aircraft in all of the
battalions of the command. Some 230
of these are Cobras, and our tank-
killing capability, both from the stand-
point of actual capability of the aircraft
and the weapons system and the peo-
ple who fly, has increased tremend-
ously.

All of our Divisions have Combat
Aviation Battalions, including 42 TOW



Aviation is the key

# {Continued from Page 17)

Cobras each. Our ACR's have two
Aviation Troops, including 21 TOW
Cobras each. This provides 12 more
attack aircraft in those organizations in
the 4th.

We did have to give up our Air Cav
Troop in the process, and we can
discuss this at a later time because | am
sure there is great interest in what we're
going to do for the future. We're going
to reinstate Air Cav, perhaps in a differ-
ent configuration somewhat as time
goes by, and we hope to get it moving
by the 1985 time frame as a minimum,
or hopelully before then.

We can discuss a bit some of the
plans those at the Armor Center have
in how to get that capability back and
continue with the tank-killing capability
that our aircraft give us.

Great things in store

These changes didn't come about
any too early because we've witness-
ed and you have been told, I know,
of the threat about which we don't
necessarily feel that we understand the
rationale, but as military people we can
understand what it amounts to.

The Army has great things in store
for us if there ever should be a war.
We've a force of over 30 divisions, able
to be committed in a comparatively
short period of time, not to mention
their
capabilities as well.

Another fact that is very important to
people who haven't been involved in
this thing for awhile is that there was a

own aitborne and airmobile.

feeling for a long time that having the
U.5. Army, together with the contribu-
tions from NATO, we could sort of go it
alone. It was the capability of the U.S.
and NATO that made it work,

Well, it won't sell anymore, and we
can't (go it alone). We have to take ab-
solutely maximum advantage of every
capability that exists within the NATO
countries even though - in terms of
GNFP's, population, and so forth - the
contrast is in our favor. The fact that the
Soviet Union has put forth 40% more
in the way of dollars, or equivalent, into
their (defense) programs for tofal Ar-
my, Mavy, and Air Force equipment,
hardware, and so on than we have
over a period of time, makes it an ex-
tremely dangerous and difficult situa-
tion.

Consequently, our focus has had to
be multi-national and has to be for the
future — multi-national training and
multi-national interoperability.

A multi-national focus

Let me give you some examples of
what kind of things we're talking about.
In April we completed our second ma-
jor bi-national airmobility exercise, AL-
BATROSS II. This was German-1J.5.
and what is says is we need to be able
to move a foot-mobile unit - for exam-
ple, a German airborne brigade - from
Point A to Point B in a hurry.

The best way we can do it is to use a
combination of German and .5, air-
craft, and we have done that, and we
have practiced that, and the SOPs are
written. The capability to do it in an
electronic warfare environment has
been developed. We have an almost

18



radio-silence kind of capability. We
practice this, and we'll continue to prac-
tice this as time goes by. It's an indica-
tion of the kind of thing we're doing.

On each of these exercises our own
attack helicopter people are used to
support our Allies, and during the most
recent REFORGER, for example, we
supported the German, Begian, Dutch,
and British formations, practicing the
requirements necessary for rapid use of
our tank-killer capability in conjunction
with our Allied Forces.

We've been working in the JAWS
area, which talks in terms of the com-
bination and the synergistic effects of
using Army Awiation - in this case,
TOW Cobras - in conjunction with the
A-10, F-4, and other USAF aircraft to
give us an added capability to handle
the very dangerous air defense en-
velope in which the Soviet forces prac-
tice and plan to use thelr forces,

Specific support missions

There are a number of other tactical
50Ps that have been developed as well
as S0Ps for the stateside Divisions
which will have the mission of support
for Europe. As you know, there are a
number of our Divisions that have
specific missions in reinforcement and
we, in conjunction with them and in
conjunction with Gen. Shoemaker's
people and TRADOC, are developing
S0OPs which say to that commander,
"You are going to be supporting a Ger-
man Corps. Here are the things you
need to know, Mr. Division Com-
mander, in the fields of aviation,
transport, engineer support, etc. in
order to take maximum advantage of

TOPS!-Engraved plagues from AAAA were
awarded to CWOs John L. Smothermon, left,
and Ruffin C. Moore, as Distinguished Grad-
uates of the six-month WO Senior and AWO
Advanced Courses at Ft. Rucker. =

the capabilities of both forces.” Awvia-
tion is an integral part, of course, of
those SOP's.

On balance today in USAREUR we
have the greatest assortment of com-
bat aviation that any peacetime-de-
ployed Army has ever had. I'm inclu-
ding, of course, the Mohawks, and the
whole intelligence environment in
which Mohawks, Hueys, U-21's,
C-12's, and other kinds of aircraft are
utilized.

But perhaps the biggest thing that |
see happening is the recognition by the
key leadership, as | mentioned before,
of what aviation can contribute. When
the Battalion or Brigade Commander
recognizes what he's got in the way of
capability, when that Division G2 recog-
nizes what he's got in the way of intelli-
gence, when he's got a SOTAS kind of
thing with the potential it has for intelli-
gence and for other kinds of things, |
sense the recognition of the importance
of Army Aviation and the recognition
of how important il is to train the peo-
ple and not just move the colonels and

[AVIATION/ Continued on Page 22)









|

4@ Aviation is the k
{Continued from Page 19)

the generals from Point A to Point B.

Once a Commander realizes this, he
fights for the assets and he fights for the
training. He fights for good aviation
people and, most importantly, then
again Army Aviators become members
of the team.

Goodness knows, it's hard enough
to train in Europe without having to
argue with the ground commanders.

Germany - when you think of it - is
about the size of the State of Oregon
and has over 65 million people living in
that small space. In addition, when you
look at just U.S. Army, Europe - not to
count the Canadians, French, British,
Dutch, and Belgians - just U.S. Army,
Europe, we're talking about 200,000
people in uniform and some 200,000
other people who are involved as
dependents or civilians in support of
the effort.

I often think about how Oregon
would react if we put 1,100 birds - not
to mention the 400,000 Americans,
plus the Air Force and all of our Allies,
flapping around the country,

The Germans are very responsive,
despite the fact that noise and all kinds
of weather and environmental con-
siderations come to the fore, | had a fair
amount of publicity about that and
catch a fair amount of hell.

The nice things that's happened is

that many German firms now have heli-

copters — Daimler-Benz and others;
the German Army, of course, has
many, too, as do the German Police.
So now when [ get a call from some

very prominent German civilian who
tells me about just being buzzed by one
of my helicopters and it did this and it
did that, | say, “What were the tail
numbers?”

Despite the problem that we have,
the Germans are very understanding as
are the other NATO nations as to what
is important.

Some of you may have heard of
Project Maximize which is our effort to
look at the entire aviation capability pic-
ture with a view toward maximizing our
assets, doing a beiter job of training,
and being ready to respond. Needless
to say, we have uncovered an awful lot
of areas that need help and need work-
ing on and we can't do this job alone.
That's totally understood and we ask
for help, and a lot of you in the au-
dience today can help us in that
response.

Funds for aviation-related MCA pro-
jects are of concern. We have to project
MCA, you know, three years in ad-
vance and sell it, not only to the DA
staff but to DOD, to OMB, and to the
Congress — those who are important
and those who are difficult to convince.

We may have a major impact on our
ARCSA I implementation in Europe
which will give us, upon that im-
plementation, a well fleshed-out and
very important capability. We face a
shortage of Army Aviators and aircraft
to implement the increase in our air pic-
ture.

Insufficient funding to support flying
hours — the same old story that all of
you are aware of — and how easy it is
to cut back flying hours and what the
effect is in the field. We can’t meet the



flying hours required by the new air-
crew training manual and meet the mis-
sion requirements during the next fiscal
year in terms of what we'd like to be
able to do.

What | am saying now is that we
have to continue to push at every op-
portunity. We know that we have a

“In the NATO arena | am convinced
that Army Aviation holds the key . . "

good product and it's an important
product, one that can assist and is
assisting in the combat capability of
Europe.

But within the aviation community
we must make maximum use of our
resources and better use of these
resources. We have to do a better job of
supporting each other. We have to
demonstrate a flexibility and an inno-
vative posture in Army Aviation mat-
ters, stressing the education and the
idea of a totally integrated Army team
in support of the ground commander,

An enhanced posture

In the NATO arena | am convinced
that Army Aviation holds the key to an
enhanced readiness posture which is of
particular importance, of course, to
me. There'll be more hard work to
make it a reality. We've got a good
foundation and a strong structure in
Europe and I'm [rankly excited about
the future of Army Aviation in Europe
and in the Army, as long as we keep
our focus on the mission that faces
aviators, crew members, maintenance
personnel, and others today in Europe.

We think we're setting a pace that
makes sense, We feel that we have the
right people involved — from the field
commander to the cockpit aviator and
the crewchief.

23

You, too have a role to play — all of
you here — for, without a doubt, it is a
job that concerns the total involvement
of everyone throughout the Army.

[ think, in closing, that in going back
to my original comment about where
we are today in contrast to where we
were before in Vietnam that every Ar-
my Aviator, every member of this As-
sociation, and every enthusiast of the
aviation community has to almost
adopt the kind of missionary attitude
we all trfed to adopt in the time frame of
the early '50's when Army Aviation was
just a growing thing and it wasn't totally
understood and the recognition then of
the tremendous resources and require-
ments were a shock to the Army, and
where it took a great deal of salesman-
ship to the proper people to recognize
the capability, and the importance now
of moving ahead in a rapid way to ac-
complish a capability that can be far
better than it is.

Thanks for the opportunity to be
with you at Quad-A and to speak to
vou. I'll be able to stay here with you
during most of the day and this evening
with the idea of how can | get from
you, and with all of us working
together, a better way of improving the
combat capability in Europe with the
use of Army Aviation, -






INE aspect of Army Aviation's par-

ticipation in REFORGER 78 was
discussed at length at the 1978 AAAA
Mational Convention. General Robert
M. Shoemaker, Commander, USA
FORSCOM, and Major General John
M. Brandenburg, were participants in
a joint presentation on 14 October.

B GEN Shoemalker: | only have 120
seconds this afternoon . . . Now, there
are many good things about Army
Aviation, and most of them were said
this morning but not all!

One of the things that is very clear
about this administration is its empha-
sis on the ability of our armed forces to
reinforce NATO, or specifically from
the Army viewpoint for those of us in
Forces Command to reinforce General
Blanchard with his Army in Europe
and the Seventh Army and his Central
Army Group/NATO (CENTAG)
forces, and to know what RSI (Ration-
alization, Standardization, and Inter-
operability) means, and to understand
it.

One of the vehicles for this is that
each year we have an annual major
exercise in which elements from Forces
Command actually move and work
with General Blanchard's forces in a
series of CPX's and FTX's.

This year, one of our elements to go
was an attack helicopter battalion, a

unique one, and I'm going to ask Ma-
jor General John N. Brandenburg,
Commander of the 101st Alrborne Di-
vision [Air Assault) to tell us about it

M glad to be here to tell you a little

bit about our participation in RE-
FORGER 78. General Shoemaker
volunteered me for this presentation,
and at first | didn't know how it was
qoing to go.

We were in REFORGER up to our
ears, and it had already progressed a
long way, and l've had to rely upon
photos that were taken in order to pre-
sent some sort of a slide show here this
afterncon. But we picked up on it, and
| think we did well enough to make it
interesting for you.

I'm going to give you a presentation
from my perspective (as the Division
Commander). | sent the attack heli-
copter batlalion over there; Gen-
eral Shoemaker wouldn't let me go,
so I'm going to tell you what | saw at
REFORGER, and that concerns most
of the preparations for it.

In the mission, we were part of the
5th Mech under General Bill Steele,
and he not only had his Division to
worry about getting over there, but the
additional concern of moving us from
a different installation.

When we got the mission to send
the Attack Helicopter Battalion on RE-
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FORGER, we didn't even have an at-
tack helicopter at the time. On 17
March there was change of command
and with it the unit designation was
changed from the 4/77th Aerial Field
Artillery Battalion to the 229th Attack
Helicopter Battalion with Colonel
Jack McQuestion assuming com-
mand.

We were fortunate to have General
Kinnard there with us at the redesig-
nation for he was the CG of the 11th
when the 229th was originally formed,
and | was fortunate - or unfortunate
enough - to be the guy that closed the
unit out in Vietnam in 1972.

Mow this change of command,
redesignation of a battalion, and

building program commenced im-
mediately and was no small undertak-
ing. The aircraft increased from some
39 to 100, and we almost doubled the
number of personnel from 430-0dd to
801, That was the building process
that had to take place in forming this
battalion and getting ready to go.

The heart of the organization are
the three Attack Helicopter Com-
panies. Each Company has 20 Co-
bras, nine Scouts, and three Hueys.
We began to get new equipment, and
most notable was the S-model Cobra.
We had to start a transition program to
get everybody trained in the “S" and
we transitioned about 70 aviators with
55 at Ft. Campbell taking some 500
hours total time, | think, to get that job
done.

Hit-More System used

Most of our people were unfamiliar
with the TOWs, and so we had to start
a Cobra TOW Training Program. We
were very constrained in the number
of missiles we could fire, so we were
able to use the so-called Hit-More
System which mounts a camera in the
gunsight and gives the pilot in the back
seat a closed circuit TV view of how
the gunner is tracking on a given
target.

We used this system, and | think it
was of great help to us for our [Ps were
able to do a greal deal of training the
gunners up front without ever firing
any ammunition. There are some im-
provements we need to make on the
Hit-More System and we intend to
get some recommendations in on it

At Fort Campbell, we're an installa-
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tion — and I'd guess so many are now
— that is fortunate to have the SFTS
System on post. We obtained Euro-
pean maps and ran all of our aviators
who were going to Europe on these
maps, and trained them on in-
struments in Europe with this system.
Every aviator got at least four hours on
the SFTS — some more. We actually
had to put in over 400 hours per bat-
talion just in preparation to go to
Europe in that peculiar situation over
there.

We couldn't just send the Attack
Helicopter Battalion alone. Obviously,
if it was the only division unit going
there, it had to be self-sustaining.
While the 229th was the basic organi-
zation, we put a Cav Troop with it for
extra reconnaissance and additional
scouting ability. We built a large outfit
out of the DISCOM, and we had
almost every element of the division
represented in this task force — all
self-sustaining.

A separate “planning cell”

I'd like to add just one thing here if
any of you have to do it sometime in
the future — we put together the plan-
ning cell on port operations organiza-
tion from assets outside the battalion
and this cell then let Colonel Jack Mc-
Question and his staff work on the
training and preparation for the move,
and these people were the planning
cell for the port operations going out
and coming back. | don't believe he
could have made it without some ad-
ditional organization like that working
for him.,

| wanted to touch on a list of train-
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ing subjects that we felt were essential
for us to go over there and operate
properly on this exercise — some were
dictated; some we had. Of course,
we've run Safety up at the top, but it
probably should have been Number
One. The weather in Europe, as you
know, is peculiar; it's different than
that to which we're accustomed, and
we worked hard on that . . . On (train-
ing at Ft. Campbell for) the convoy
procedures, we put European signs on
all the posts so that they could
recognize them, and we even got per-
mission to put some out on the roads
around, and we did convoy work
around there in preparation for them.
Dependents briefing . . . As an In-
stallation Commander, I'm left with all
of the dependents. That's always a real
problem, and we had extensive brief-
ings for the dependents to let them
know who to turn to to be sure that the
proper arrangements were made o
take care of the families when they
were gone and keep everybody happy.
Obviously, while all of this was going
on, Colonel McQuestion had his bat-
talion in the field undergoing one major
FTX, another CPX there, and CPX
participation with General Steele at Ft.
Polk in getting ready to go to Europe.

Airborne? No, by rail!

We practice and practice at Ft
Campbell on strategic mobility and air
movement, and we keep Force Alert
around the clock, and Brigade on alert,
We have the requirement to be able to
be airborne within 18 hours with our
lead company, and we'd get the Air
Force in there day and night, month af-
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ter month, and practice loading, but
when we really go, we put it on rail-
cars!

Yes, we rail-moved the rolling stock
{to the Port of Beaumont) and we self-
deployed our 117 aircraft down there.

We had to give consideration, of course,

to refueling enroute ‘and pathfinder
support,

We RON'd at Barksdale AFB and re-
fueled at Navy Memphis. We were ac-
commodated and supported by the |
Corps Support Command at Ft. Bragg,
and they did an outstanding job for us.
They hauled the equipment down, and
loaded it on the William M. Callahan
at Port of Beaumont,

We also had good support from the
the people down there at the Port and |
understand that in 1976 the long-
shoremen caused lots of problems. But
we had good support; everything went
quite well on the loading.

C-141 troop deployment

The troops, then, with the exception
of the caretaker crew on the Callahan,
did, in fact, deploy by air, and it took

12.C-141 sorties to get our people over-

seas. The ship docked and was off-
loaded in Belgium, and we had, with
the exception of a cracked chin bubble
and a crack in one greenhouse, no
damage to any aircraft.

| think this is attributable to good
supervision at the loading end, good
monitoring enroute, and a smooth
cruise over, We then convoyed some
200 miles.

a0

CERTAIN SHIELD was the name
of the Exercise in which the 229th and
the 5th Mech participated. Once there,
we were attached to the 11th Aviation
Group and operated under them in
that manner. For the most part during
the Exercise either all or elements of the
Attack Helicopter Battalion were OP-
CON to the forward brigades. There is
give and take in that the unit was very
responsive up there. It's up where vou
need it, but your ability to pull the Bat-
talion back together to meet some
unexpected threat or to be deployed in
some other direction takes a little longer
— but [ think, on the whole, it worked
pretty well throughout this particular
Exercise.

We test new techniques

CERTAIN SHIELD gave us a good
opportunity to test the training that
we've been doing in NOE work, and to
test the techniques that we thought
would work in facing the armor threat.
The Exercise started off with the 11th
ACR and the 4/4th up in the covering
force, and the entire 229th was OP-
CON to the 4/4th out on the covering
force as the operation commenced.

They felt that the Attack Helicopter
was quite effective in picking up the
tanks and tank movement, and then
engaging. The weather, however, was
not too favorable and we, for the most
part, were not able to detect and
engage the tanks out at the maximum
range at which we'd like to engage and
most of it was in closer at about 1,500
meters.

Most of the engagements took place
about like that because of the restricted
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visibility, and you know that that gives
away a lot of the edge we have in the
attack helicopter.

After the covering force withdrew
and there were a couple of days of de-
fensive operations, they kicked off the
offense sending the 11th ACR around
on the right and involving the 229th in
crossing the Forward Edge of the Bat-
tle Area (FEBA). It was a daylight
movement, and it cost us the most

Cobras.

We paid a heavy toll

As a matter of fact, evaluators had
us lose about 50 Cobras with about 25
of them being lost in this one 2l%-
hour cross-FEBA operation, so some
thought should be given to that sort of
thing.

Our training was not up to that state
that made us feel comfortable — like
trying to do a night attack on that sort of
Exercise, so we're continuing to work
on that, At any rate, we paid a heavy

un

toll in that particular operation.

Obwiously, if we are going to avoid
the enemy's anti-air, we've got to be on
the deck NOE, and when you get
down on the deck over there, you'l
find wires all over Europe.

We had three wires crossed (by air-
craft). Fortunately, only incidental dam-
age was done because the pilot wasina
true NOE operation and was moving
slow and in each case was able to either
disengage or the wire broke and he
didn't crash in settling down. So, we
had some chin bubble damage but, for-
tunately, no accidents took place.

Finally, the good guys got on the at-
tack and moved on in and in this par-
ticular phase of the operation the 229th
was generally in a screening mode off
on the right and available for targets.

We'd mentioned earlier that we took
a Cav Troop with us, having enough
S-Model Cobras to equip one Troop
and used them, | think, in a classic
(REFORGER/Continued on the Next Page)



mode. We took four motoreycles over
there for scouting and recon, and I'm
told these people got involved in direc-
ting traffic and one of the Brigade Com-
manders came up and asked the Cav
Trooper what he was doing, and he
sald he was directing traffic.

The commander asked him, “In
which direction are you directing it?"
and he replied, “It depends upon which
patch you are wearing,” so [ think they
were probably pretty effective for our
side in that operation.

We had evaluators and controllers
with all of the elements — in Cobras.
Here are some statistics . . . This
amounts - give or take a few - to nine
battalions worth of Warsaw Pact tanks
and three + battalions of APC’s in the
motorized regiment. We lost some 50
Cobras and we played replacements,
but practically speaking, | don't know
where all the Cobras are going to come
from. In this 10-day operation, then,
while we killed lots of folks, we essen-
tially lost the Attack Helicopter Bat-
talion.

3,700 accident-free hours

Our kill ratio is much better in de-
fense than in the attack but this was
skewed off a bit by that one cross-FEBA
operation. The actual hours flown were
a little over 3,700 and, again, we're
very fortunate that we did not have an
accident or a serfous incident in the afr
or on the ground while we were over
there.

Lessons learned? . . . | mentioned
the “Cross-FEBA operation.” That's
hairy! [ think we're going to have to pay
the price if we want to do that. You can
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reduce your losses if you're able to
operate in periods of very reduced
visibility or at night, although we hadn’t
quite reached that state-of-the-art with
this battalion at the time.

We don't have them on the TO&E
but we put dedicated liaison officers
from the battalion to each of the sup-
ported units, and that facilitated good
operations up there. It let the supported
units know what we could do, and it
helped prevent them sending us off on
a mission we shouldn't be on. All in all,
it worked quite well,

Little time lost

We tried to keep the attack elements
located well forward so that they would
be responsive. Little time was lost when
targets of opportunity presented them-
selves or some threat developed in a
hurry. We made it all right, but this is a
consideration that vou just can't let
slide.

We estimated that we fired some-
thing just short of 1,000 TOWs and
that’s a lot of TOWSs to kill those tanks.
We burned 235,000 gallons of JP4
during that Exercise.

| mention again the wire hazards.
They're something we're going to have
to reckon with over there all of the
time. They're all over the place; they're
not well marked; and those of us in Ar-
my Aviation have to be alert to wire
hazards because we've got to operate
down in the NOE environment if we're
qoing to survive,

That's exactly 18 minutes, and with
General Shoemaker's two-minute
lead-in, we're right on target. Thank
you very much, gentlemen. -
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‘“PROJECT MAXIMIZE®’ AT WORK

BY COLONEL LEWIS J. McCONNELL
AVIATION OFFICER, HEADQUARTERS, U.S. ARMY, EUROPE

ILE [ learned early in my Army

career that, first, it is never good

to follow a slate of general officers who

are extremely articulate and, second-

ly. if's never goad to be last on the pro-

gram, | welcome the opportunity to

talk more about aviation in the U.S.
Army, Europe.

This morning, General Blanchard
gave you a report on aviation in
Europe. For the next few minutes |
want to report on some of the in-
itiatives in Europe aimed at maximiz-
ing our aviation capability. Project
Maximize was born on the first day
that | arrived for guty as the U.5. Ar-
my, Europe Aviation Officer.

General Blanchard's instructions
were to look at the overall Aviation
Program with particular emphasis on
the Cobra TOW. In a few short
minutes | had enough work to keep
me busy through my whole tour in

Germany and that was the start of our
Project Maximize,

Under Project Maximize we have
no intenlions of developing 10 lbs, of
paper to fill up anyone's shelf. The
idea was that it would be a working
project and we would identify prob-
lemns and start out to find the solutions
to those problems.

To do this we pulled in highly-
qualified commissioned and warrant
officers from field units. We then sent
them back out to the field to talk to the
people down at the working level, and
define the problems that they had
to truly maximize our aviation capa-
bilities. These people were motivated;
they were very knowledgeable, and
they did a super job.

We've developed a system to follow
up on those issues that we developed
during Maximize, and we found 73
problem areas in Army Aviation in
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Europe. Obviously, | am not going to
talk about all of these today. We've
been able to solve a lot of them: some
were solved rather quickly, but there
are still about 30 issues that are tough
ones and ones that we will be follow-
ing up on in the future.

Three areas of interest

| would like to cover three areas to-
day which [ think are of interest to this
audience, for they certainly were some
of the tough problems we had to
solve. The first area is training, and
when you talk about training in
Europe, as General Blanchard men-
tioned. it's a small country. They don't
have any Fi. Hoods with large range
areas, and frankly we've had our pro-
blem in solving the gunnery problem. |
won't say it's completely solved now
but we've gone a long way.

At the present time at Grafenwohr
we can fire our TOW system out to
3,600 meters at moving targets; we can
fire the 2.75 rocket system in excess of
5,000 meters indirect; and, of course,
we can fire the 7.62 and the 40mm. At
Hohenfels and a third area, we can also
do aviation training but we don't have
the same range that we do with the
TOW at Grafenwohr.

Now, to solve some of our prob-
lems, we assigned a major to the
Seventh Army Training Command. He
came out of the 2nd ACR and he was
the best qualified man around. His job
is to work in the Seventh Army Train-
ing Command and facilitate our Avia-

tion Gunnery Program. Certainly that
is a big job, and one that [ think he is
fully qualified to do.

So that's the first item: Better Range
Scheduling; we need a guy out there
who can get our aviation units schedul-
ed into the ranges when the opportuni-
ty presents itself. We held an Aerial
Gunnery Conference because, frankly,
we hadn’t truly defined what we need
to do to fully qualify our people to meet
the AGM requirements, and we think
we've accomplished that.

Range use problem

The next item: there is a shortage of
range time in USAREUR, so we've
been to England, and we've coor-
dinated the use of a range there (firing
for the first time on 20-24 November.)
Mext year, we've been given indications
that we'll be able to move other units
over to England to fire. There are other
possibilities for range use throughout
Europe; we've sent messages and let-
ters to varlous embassies, and we're
beginning to get some response on
that.

One of the areas of interest is a range
area near the French Aviation School
which is down on the Riviera and
we've had a tremendous amount of in-
terest from them. (Said with tongue in
cheek.)

We think we can work the Gunnery
Program in Europe by finding those
places to schedule ranges, where we
can work units in, and we're certainly
going to be pursuing that, [ think that's
a very important part of the Aviation
Program.

MNow, another area, of course, is
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Night Training, and we're truly at-
tempting to develop a night capability
in Europe. It's difficult; we've heard
comments about that earlier today. The
Night Vision Goggle Program: we
started that May '77 by sending some
IP’s to Ft. Rucker for training. They
came back and set up the NVG Pro-
gram with the 2d ACR; there were 44
IP's and SIP's. That was completed in
January.

Some training problems

In the meantime, we were atternpt-
ing to get approval for use of other
NVG ftraining areas throughout Eur-
ope, and we need to coincide with the
locations of major units. We ran into
some problems there, so in the mean-
time we approved the use of control
zones which we already controlled
from the ground up for them to do
some work with the Night Vision Gog-
gles (A photo of the new AN/PVS-5
Night Vision Goggles appears on
page 37).

However., we've just gotten word
that the Germans are improving our
Night Vision Goggle Training Areas.
It looks like we can get moving with that
so we're in the process now of gelting
our IPs current again.

Along with that, we have some
Night Vision Goagle filters, the daylight
filters. We have two sets now that we're
working with and we expect to get
some 40 more. We think perhaps that
we can do some of the training during
the daylight hours, and that gets us
away from the problem of noise and
some of the other difficulties at night.
Obviously, yvou can do only a small

SCHOLARSHIP AID
SOUGHT BY AAAA

The AAAA Scholarship Foundation, a sep-
arate non-profit educational activity created
to provide scholarship aid to the sons and
daughters of AAAA members and deceased
members, announces the availability of assis-
tance funds for the 1979 college-entry year.
Program participation is Hmited to the chil-
dren of members with an effective date of
membership on or before March 31, 1978,

Application Procedure

Student-applicants are asked to request
the appropriate application forms by writing
to the AAAA Scholarship Foundation at 1
Crestwood Road, Westport, CT 06880. The
applications, together with other supporting
data, must be returned to the Foundation on
or before March 1, 1979 to receive Awards
Committee consideration. The student-pre-
pared application should state the full name
of the applicant’s [ather-member,

Eligibility Criteria
The AAAA applicant must also be: (1) a
high school senior who has applied to an ac-

credited college or university for Fall, 1979
entry as a freshman; and (2) unmarried.

Selection & Notification

Selection of winners will be made during
the month of March 1979 with each apph-
cant to receive a list of the winners not later
than 1 April 1979,

Background Data

Incorporated in  December 1963, the
AAAA Scholarship Foundation provided 22
scholarships in 1978, and has furnished more
than $60,90 in direct aid.
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amount of it with the filters, but we will
certainly be deing as much of it as we
can.

Another thing that was mentioned
today and mentioned a number of
times is Ground Commanders and
how they fit into our Aviation Program.
A great many Brigade and Battalion
Commanders who come toe Germany
had their last contact with aviation
when they were in Vietnam and, ob-
viously, things have changed tremen-
dously since that time.

A task of reorienting

So we are in the business of attemp-
ting to reorient them to the new avia-
tion in Europe. To do this, back in April
we started a one hour block in Hei-
delberg as part of the Brigade and
Battalion Commanders Orientation
Course, and during that time we at-
tempt to give them an overview of our
organization and structure, the equip-
ment we have, the survivability. We
talk a little bit about employment, and
then we have a good discussion
period, and it's really hard to cut it off in
one hour because they are interested.

As a follow-on to that, we've been
developing a course that will take place
in the second week of the Command-
er's Course. This will be a three hour
block, and in the last segment under
the practical exercise. we hope to get
them on the other side of the plexiglass,
actually out in the aircraft - in the
OH-58's and the Cobras - and see how
the systern works from the pilot’s side.

So we look forward to this portion of it,
and we think it is going to be very
beneficial,

Mow that's not the only thing going
on in the way of training of ground
people. All of our units have a training
and orientation program for the
ground elements so we're working
hard in that area because it is very im-
portant to us.

The next area under Project Max-
imize that I'll mention is in the logistics
area, and it's certainly a tough one. and
that one is repair parts.

| think that it was mentioned earlier
today that it would take 30 days to get
Cobra engines. Someone said that isn't
right: It isn't right! It takes 57 days!

Most of our repair parts, i.e.. major
components for aircraft, are what we
call Army intensive management
items, and at the present time there are
about 23 or 24 of those that have been
at the zero balance in Europe. We've
been working with DA, DARCOM. and
TSARCOM, and as a result, we think
there is progress coming.

Close to a solution

In fact, Mr. (Joe) Cribbins just men-
tioned this morning that we're getting
close to putting some of those items on
the ground over in Europe. We think
we're getting tremendous support in
that area and we're very grateful for the
support we're getting at all of the
echelons.

That's not the only problem in repair
parts supply. We have a bit of a prob-
lem with our procedure in Europe: il
takes a few days to get a requisition up
through the channels. | heard some-
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one describe it the other day as being
very much like trying to push a rope up
the street, so we're certainly going to
have to work on that one and make
everyone very much aware of it in our
echelon.

Another thing that we worked on in
Project Maximize was another part of
General Blanchard’s direction — |
was writing them down as fast as |
could as he talked — he said that he
wanted a capability for our Cobras to
be able to support the Allied Forces.
Fortunately, the 1st Armored Division
works closely with the 12th Panzer
Division, and they have, in fact,
developed a national attack SOP; it's in
draft and we'll be refining that in the
next few months.

Multi-national training

Mext, | want to talk about some
other initiatives in Germany, many of
which we're very proud. The first is
multi-national training. We're doing a

UNDER TEST—The Night Vision
Goggles (NVG) now being used in
USAREUR. -
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lot in that area; General Blanchard
mentioned the ALBATROSS Exer-
cises where we moved reinforced bat-
talions. We've done it twice, and we
expect to do it annually in each Corps
area so we can keep up the expertise.
We ran these last year with CH-53's,
CH-47's and UH-1's, and from an
aviation standpoint they've run quite
smoothly.

We've got a few problems . . . but if
you call us out to make a move, [ can
guarantee you the aviation will get
there before the ground elements are
ready to move. A lot of this comes from
the fact that the units that do it are
“partnership units” and a lot can be said
for that.

German-U.S. partnerships

That brings us into Project Partner-
ship on which we do a lot of work
throughout the year, and not just the
major exercises. These aviation units —
partnership units — actually go out on
their own, make lifts, and get involved
in operations. Along with our partner-
ship activities there's always that social
aspect from which our people get a
great deal of enjoyment.

There is always interest in our equip-
ment and we try to make it available to
the Germans who are our pariners,
and then there are the parties. Quite
frequently, a little beer drinking goes on
with our partnership activities,and we
hear a little bit about Air Force/Army
interplay.

We've developed a “suppression of
enemy air defense package” in
Europe using the best of our Army and
Air Force assets we ran it for the first
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time in REFORGER this year, and we
hope to revise it some more and work
with it on another occasion.

Additionally, we've been putting the
Air Force FAC in our OH-58's and he,
in turn, directs traffic out there. We ran
exercises on the 3rd, the 10th, and the
22nd of August up at Hohenfels this
year with the FAC in our aircraft direc-
ting the F-4's. We want to get back on
that as soon as we can, and [ must say
that the Air Force was very, very en-
thusiastic about working with us in all
these programs, We're certainly happy
with that, and very pleased to work
with them.

[ will add that the A-10's are coming
to Europe, the first ones will be there in
January and will be operational by late
summer. They'll be assigned to the 81st
Tactical Fighter Wing in England. We
have been over there; we've visited the
unit, and will be maintaining a close
liaison with them in the months just
ahead. So we look forward to the
A-10's, but even with them on station,
there will still be F-4's and G-91's that
are available for close air support if we
know how to use them.

ASE help: “Outstanding.”

An area in which we are also very
pleased with their progress is the Air-
craft Survivability Equipment (ASE)
area.The Project Manager for ASE and
his people have been great; they're ex-
ceptionally very responsive. | might
add that all the PM's have been very
helpful, too. Bul this particular area,

ASE, is undergoing great progress.
We've installed some 400 radar warn-
ing receivers (RWR) in our aircraft,
and that covers the Cobras and a lot of
the Scout aircraft.

We've wired another 226 aircraft,
and we'll be getting boxes for those in
the next year or so. Along with this
we've got a training package that’s “in
country” to train our pecple to use
RWR.

IR suppressors: We're making a lot
of progress in that area. | think we've
got all of our aircraft modified to accept
the suppressors. [ think most of you
have seen the scoops and the shield
that go on first. The Cobra fleet is all
taken care of; the Huey is pretty well
along; the same with the 58s.

We're also pressing hard on our IR
Paint Program. Several months ago,
General Blanchard wasn't satisfied
with the speed it was moving and we
put on some overtime and we're about
90% complete on that now. They're
not a very sexy paint jobs, but they're
certainly very appropriate.

ARNG-USAR on scene

Another area in which we have a
great deal of activity this year is the Na-
tional Guard-U.S. Army Reserve Af-
filiation Program, and for the first time
we had those aviation units come over
to Europe and participate with us in
REFORGER. We had the 111th Avia-
tion Gp from Austin, Tex. work with
our 11th Aviation Group. We had the
49th, a Chinook Company out of
Stockton, California, working for the
180th. We had the 92nd U.S. Army
Reserve unit out of Everett, Wash-



ington, working for the 295th. Then,
we had six Huey crews from various
units throughout the country — three
USAR, three ARNG units. flying with
various units in REFORGER.

Apparently, the people at the 49th
had a little pull with the airlines and
got American Airlines to fly up to
Stockton, their home base, to pick
them up, which was no easy chore.
Shortly after arriving in Germany
they were given a briefing on opera-
tions in Germany and how we fly
and, fortunately, (Maj.) General “Jim"
Smith was over there at the time, and
he stopped in “to talk to their people for
a few minutes.” Three hours later, he
left! Apparently, he enjoyed himself
in their company and vice versa,

We're proud of this ARNG-USAR
affiliation — they really work in well,
This was really the first we had the Na-
tional Guard, in this case, in the Ger-
man partnership unit and our unit with
all of us working together. During that
time, 1 think some of the Guard folks
had a chance to go out and fly with
some of their German friends in the
CH-53.

We're very pleased with the kind of
professionalism we found in these
units. They've got a lot of experience in
flying and in maintenanance and in all
the areas that we need, and during the
time that they worked out on the flight
lines they helped on the major repairs
of the aircraft, They worked on the
POL; we needed help there. They also
worked in the kitchen. We had some
people working in the motor pool,

One of the sergeants made the com-
ment, “You know, this is the first time

B EMAJ Robert Stewart, left, the first
Army astronaul, talks fo AAAA mem.
bers at Fi. Rucker following an Aviation
Center Chapter meeting, December 8§,
at which he was the principal speaker,

\.

in my military career that I'll go back in-
to garrison with my vehicles in better
condition than when | came out.”
That's really a tribute to the National
Guard people because they knew what
they were doing.

There was a young lady from the
State of Washington; she was with the
92nd Reserve Unit and she controlled
alr traffic up at Geesen (sic) but she was
right at home because she's a civilian
controller back in Washington. You
find a lot of that in the Guard and
Reserve,

I want to talk about the individual
Ready Reserve just briefly. We have a
lot of USAR people throughout Eur-
ope; we've had indications they are in-
terested in training with us for their
Summer Field Training (SFT) and
perhaps become involved with a
Mobilization Assignment with our units,
We've gone out with letters to these
people and we're beginning to get
some response in from them and we
find there is interest in that area. So
we'll be pursuing that in the coming
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months., Again, they're people with
Vietnam experience who'll be wvery
valuable to us.

With regard to our current safety
status in Europe, let me cite that back in
FY 71 USAREUR had an accident
rate of 10.8 accidents per 100,000 fly-
ing hours. All | can say is that I'm glad |
wasn't Aviation Officer then. Our (safe-
ty) chart has been on a constant des-
cent all the way to 1978 when we had
2.3 accidents per 100,000 flying hours,
and actually for part of the year we
were down to one per 100,000, We're
certainly very proud of that and a lot of
hard work has gone into achieving that.

Looking to next year, we're going to
be doing a lot of night training; we've
got a REFORGER coming up in
January and that'll be tough flying in
Europe then. It's going to an even
tougher task to maintain that kind of a
(safety) record. And how does that
compare with the DA average? . . |
think the DA average is about 6.5 per
100,000 hours. There are a lot of wires
over there; there's a lot of bad weather;
but it can be done.

Lastly, | just thought I'd mention a
little bit about Quad-A in Europe. We
have as our Regional President, Major
General Patton, who is the Deputy
Commander of VIl Corps. He's very
active and he's really giving us a lot of
leadership with our Quad-A. Each
year, the Region has a super con-
ference down in Garmisch; in '79 it
takes place the last week in March.
We're able to combine that with “Ski

Week” and a lot of very professional
presentations — we all have a very en-
jovable time. We were very fortunate
last year to have General Blanchard
down as our keynote speaker.

Another thing that we're doing
with Quad-A and this just started
recently, We have an Aviator Orienta-
tion Course in Heidelberg the first
week of every month. We get all the
new people in and give them a 2V%-day
orientation on flying in Europe. The
second night of that course we have
what we call our AAAA Social Hour
and we invite them all in. | introduce
my staff so that if they've got anybody
to ping they know who to go to, and
we tell them about Quad-A; we have
some video tapes to show, and, |
guess, the most popular one is the
JAWS tape, but it is a good time —
aviators gefting together and talking
aviation. Of course, we do give them
the opportunity to put in their change
of address card and if they want to sign
up, fine and good.

We think it's good and we're in-
troducing Quad-A to a lot of people
and | hope that we'll be able to pick up
membership in all of our Chapters.

| just have a final comment . . . it's
very appropriate. You know, Army
Aviation has come a very long way
and, obviously, we still have a tremen-
dous amount to do but there's really
one man above all others who has
moved aviation along in Europe and,
of course, that's our chief, General
Blanchard. Army Aviation in Europe
is very indebted to General Blanchard
for his efforts on our behalf and we
thank him very much. -
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ERY now and then the Air Force

Academy hosts a Military History
Symposium. The eighth such affair
was held a few weeks ago, and the
theme this time was airpower and war-
fare. In adddition to several hundred
historians, academics of other persua-
sions, cadets, and just plain interested
citizens, the symposium also drew a
few makers of military history, among
them Gens. Curtis LeMay, Ira
Eaker, and O.P. Weyland. In those
three names alone there is enough
history to keep any gathering oc-
cupied, but they were there to par-
ticipate, not as monuments,

The business of fighting in the air
has attracted its share of theorists,
from Giulio Douhet to the modern
Pentagon theclogians who carry on
the daily doctrinal struggle, but a look
back over the history of air warfare
shows that theories often have been

Can lessons learned in the World War
Il bomber offensive against Germany be
applied to modem tactical air warfare?

By GENERAL T.R. MILTON
USAF (Retired)

altered or abandoned when the fight-
ing began. The invincibility of the day-
light manned bomber was a concept
painfully unlearned. Our discovery of
the P-51 in 1943 as the bombers’ sa-
vior, and the best fighter in World War
Il, was almost a happy accident.

The P-51 had been around since
1940 when Dutch Kindelberger,
president of North American Aviation,
offered to design a new airplane for
the beleaguered RAF. Four months
later, Morth American, unhindered in
those uncomplicated times by systerns-
analysis and other modern bureau-
cratic achievements, came up with the
P-51, or Mustang, as the British
prompptly named it. We were still pur-
suing the thesis of bombers fighting
their way in, and so long-range
fighters got little attention.

The P-47 also was available and
eminently capable of escort duty given
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long-range drop tanks. The problem
was that the drop tanks were well down
the priority list. We even tried out a sort
of battleship version of the B-17, the
YB-40, as an escort device. The YB-
40's, bristling with turrets and owver-
loaded with ammunition, had a short
and disastrous war.

Thus, almost by default, the concept
of long-range fighter escort for bomb-
ers came into vogue, and the daylight
bombing theory was rescued for the
rest of the war in Europe.

Airpower concepts, however, tend
to be short-lived things. Each war sees
some significant change in weaponry or
the nature of the enemy, changes that
invalidate previous concepts, however
dearly held.

Listening to the historians recount
how it was in days gone by, how the
Japanese Air Force rose and fell, the
failings of Luftwaffe leadership, the
limited conceptual approach of the
Soviets toward airpower in World War
Il, it is easy to start musing on the days
ahead. What will we learn next time
out, assuming our enemy is a well-
armed modern power?

GARMISCH-1979

The 1979 Annual Conven-
tion of the USAREUR Region—
AAAA will be held at the Gar-
misch Recreation Center during
28-31 March. The “Ski Week”
option for attending members
begins on Monday, 26 March.

In these times of small aircraft in-
ventorles and battlefield antiaircraft
missiles there would seem to be, as a
starter, some reason to worry about the
subject of close air support, especially
in the European theater. It is a subject
that in the past has brought Army and
Air Force doctrinaires, and leaders for
that matter, into conflict.

More recently, the disputes seem, if
not entirely resolved, at least papered
over. The Air Force is buying A-10s
with the elose-support mission in mind,
and the policy of positioning our fighter
wings right up there behind the troops
is further assurance the Air Force is in
direct support of the Army. Still, as we
absorb the lessons of past airpower his-
tory, we are entitled to wonder a bit.

The first priorities

The Luftwaffe was absent at Nor-
mandy, a fact that contributed im-
mensely to the success of that cam-
paign. It was absent because our side
had won both the air battle and the in-
terdiction campaign. These would ance
again seem to be first priorities, if his-
tory means anything.

Thus, the question: Is close air sup-
port in a modern—which is to say
lethal —environment a priority mis-
sion for an air force which will have
to contest control of the air, for the
first time since Bataan and North
Africa, from a numerically inferior
standpoint?

Maybe it is, but there are some dis-
couraging statistics left over from the
Yom Kippur War of 1973 that suggest
that an air force, even one as good as

(CLOSE AIR/Continued on Page 54)

42



the 1978 AAAA
National Conventio
held in October in
Arlington, Va.
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MAJ WILLIAM S. REEDER
903rd Aviation Bn (Cbt)
USAREUR

ARMY AVIATOR
OF THE YEAR

The “Army Aviator of the Year Award” for
1977 Is presented to Major William 5. Reeder
for his personal contribution to the advance-
ment of Army Aviation while assigned as Ex-
ecutive Officer, 334th Attack Helicopter Com-
pany, the Army's “Aviation Unit of the Year in
1975, and as Battalion S-3, 503rd Aviation
Battation {Combat), USAREUR.

Major Reeder's innovative actions and
previous attack helicopter experience enabled
him, as Executive Officer, to develop a com-
prehensive program to upgrade the unit's
General Defense Plan, ammunition upload
plan, unit supply, and logistics activities.
These were completed, in conjunction with V
Corps directives and exercised during FTX
CERTAIN FIGHTER.

In addition, Major Reeder developed the
entire movement plan for the unit, organized
the company area, and developed a Forward
Area Hefuel and Rearm Point plan which
enabled the unit to operate three simultaneous
FARP's. He coordinated all CH-47 support for
the displacement of units within the company
in an expeditious manner. This enabled the
company to keep abreast of the rapidly moving
tactical situation while smoothly continuing to
function without interruption.

Major Reeder was assigned as Battalion
5-3 in May and was directly responsible for the
smooth coordination during the reorgani-
zation of the 11th Aviation Batialion into the

503rd Aviation Battalion. During the reor-
ganization, simultaneous support to both
V Corps and the 3d Armored Division was pro-
vided during a most critical period. During this
time, Major Reeder was directly responsible
for all battalion gunnery and combined arms
live fire at the Grafenwoehr Major Training
Area.

Major Reeder directed and managed bat-
talion participation in the 3d Armored Division
ARTEP support requirements at the Hohenfels
Major Training Area. He coordinated and su-
pervised a training program for over 100 new
aviators with outstanding results. He coor-
dinated the battalion’s participation in
REFORGER (CARBON EDGE), STAND-
HAFTE CHATTEN, and BLUE FOX and
developed the problem play for the battalion’s
participation Command Post Exercise LANCE
THRUST, THUNDERBOLT, and the 11th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment's Map Exercise.

He was personally responsible for the
establishment and success of unit fraining pro-
grams, both for officers and enlisted personnel,
for the OH-58, AH-1, and night vision goggle
training conducted at Hanau Army Airfield.

Of particular note was Major Reeder's
entensive planning and coordination efforts
with local Mayors to ensure resolution of noise
abatement problems at Hanau Army Airfield.
Throughout the year, Major Reeder consist-
ently performed in & manner superior to that
expected of an officer of his grade. His dis-
play of initiative, dedication, leadership, and
performance have set an example worthy of
emulation by all Army Aviators.,




AVIATION SOLDIER
OF THE YEAR

The “Aviation Soldier of the Year Award”
for 1977 is presented to Sergeant Chris B, Ar-
cher, 236th Medical Detachment (Helicopter
Ambulance), U.5. Army Medical Command,
Europe, for his outstanding individual con-
tri-bution to Army Aviation during the 1977
time frame.

Sergeant Archer's arrival in the 236th
Medical Detachment marked the beginning of
a series of improvements in the safety and
readiness of the unit, all of which could be
directly atiributed to his personal efforts, He
began by entirely revamping and updating the
unit’s aircraft historical records, as well as jts
weight and balance records, In his role as the
unit technical inspector, he evaluated the en-
tire maintenance management system and es-
tablished positive quality contol over all the
work accomplished by his section.

He personally assumed responsibility for
the technical publications library in the aircraft
maintenance section, his efforts resulting in
the unit having one of the most complete and
current  technical publications libraries in

USAREUR. Secrgeant Archer's outstanding
work contributed greatly toward the outstand-
ing rating received by his wnit on their
USAREUR Aviation Organizational Readiness
and Salety Evaluation (AQORSE). To correct
omissions in maintenance publications, he
submitted over 100 recommended changes of
which 50% have been incorporated as perma-
nent changes in those publications.

Sergeant Archer has been very active in
the unit safety program by striving to create a
safe environment His suggestion of a junior
enlisted safety council was adopted and he has
been active in following through on the sugges-
tions and recommendations of this council. In
conjunction with the unit safety officer, he con-
ducts a monthly survey for items that could
cause alreraft Foreign Object Damage (FOD).

He has helped improve unit safety by sub-
mitting Operational Hazards Reports (OHR)
when he deemed situations were unsafe, ag-
gressively “following up”™ on the OHR to ensure
that the unsafe condition was corrected. Un-
questionably, Sergeant Archer's positive and
innovative approach to his responsibilities,
both assigned and implied, has qualified him
for the distinction of “Army Aviation Soldier of
the Year".

SGT CHRIS B.
ARCHER, left,
“Aviation Soldier
of the Year,” is
shown with his
¥ wife, and GEN
” George S. Blan-

/ _ chard, CINC-
USAREUR, at
the time he was
honored as the
“USAREUR Avia-
tion Soldier of
the Year” at Gar-

| misch—'1978.



OUTSTANDING AVIATION
UNIT [ARMY)

The 242d Aviation Company (Assault Support
Helicopter), 172d Infantry Brigade, Fort Wain-
wright, Alaska, has been selected as the “Out-
standing Army Aviation Unit of the Year” for
1977 for its outstanding contributions and in-
novative employment of Army Aviation.

While fully committed in support of its
assigned mission, the 242d Aviation Company
(ASH) has carried out aggressive programs in
the areas of safety, standardization, training,
and operations in an extreme climatic environ-
ment. The effectiveness of these programs is
evidenced by the accumulation of 50,000 ac-
cident-free flying hours over a period of seven
vears.

Recognized throughout the state of Alaska
for its frequent high altitude search and
rescues on the mountains and glaciers of
Alaska, the unit accomplished its Hie-saving

JAMES H. McCLELLAN
AVIATION SAFETY AWARD

As Unit Safety Officer of the 129th Avia-
tion Company, 269th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Chief Warrant Officer (W2) Fate
Hutchins demonstrated that he was the
epitome of what an Aviation Safety Officer
should be.

Recognizing a specific need for an Aviation
Life Support Equipment Program at the unit
level that was manageable and still fulfilled the
needs of the TO&E units, he researched and
then implemented such a program, putting the
equipment in the hands of the aviators, prov-
iding for equipment storage, and appreciably

reducing the manhours required to inspect and
maintain the equipment,

These efforts have been lauded by a FOR-
SCOM Aviation Management Survey Team as
a model program worthy of adoption by all
aviation units. A USAAAVS Evaluation In-
spection of the 129th Aviation Company rated
the unit as the “Most Outstanding Assault
Helicopter Company they had seen world-
wide."
CW2 Fate Hutchins pursues a clear, con-
cise, and logical approach to all Aviation Safe-
tv Programs. This ability, coupled with a capa-
city to develop and supervise policies and pro-
cedures, has materially improved the safety,
readiness, and overall effectiveness of his own
unit as well as the countless other units he has
alded.

In being selected as the 1977 winner of the
“MeClellan Aviation Safety Award,” CW2 Hut-
chins is very deserving of being recognized by
the Army Aviation Association for his deep
devotion to saving the lives of his fellow
aviators and crewmen who fly, and for his pro-
fessional approach to the safety problems fa-
cing Army Aviation,




rescues through the truly unique and innova-
tive efforts of assigned personnel. Additionally,
the unit also distinguished itself with the Bu-
reau of Land Management for its monumen-tal
contributions to the control of forest fires over
an area encompassing roughly 200,000 square
miles from Fairbanks to Anchorage.

The 242d Aviation Company was charged
with the added responsibility of developing a
high altitude rescue capability for search and
rescue attempis above the 7,000 feet level,
establishing a High Altitude Rescue and He-
covery School for selected crew members. The
highest landing to date was made at an eleva-
tion of 19,500 feet. The unique and hazardous
nature of such flying requires tremendous skill,
a knowledge of an aircraft's performance
characteristics, mountain flving expertise, Im-
agination, and innovativeness in developing

safe operating techniques. Alrcraft prepara- °

tions included direct coordination with the
Aviation Research and Development Com-
mand to develop procedures. Designated air-
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CW2 FATE (JIM) HUTCHINS
269th Aviation Bn (Cht)
Fort Bragg, N.C.

craft were modified to accomplish fight at
these extremely high operating altitudes.

To accomplish life support measures, the
unit adopted and modified a chlorate oxygen
system originally developed for use on Army
fixed wing aircraft, modifying the system for
use in the designated CH-47 High Altitude
Rescue aircraft in June 1977,

To fully appreciate the magnitude of the
unit's contributions, one must be familiar with
Fort Wainwright, Alaska, where temperatures
drop to -70 degrees Fahrenheit and daylight
lasts for only two hours per day in the winter.
During critical pericds, its four fully-trained
aircraft and crews are dispatched to Fort Gree-
lv and Talkeetna to standby on 30 minutes
notice, The aviators and crews of the 242d
Aviation Company carry on one of the most
dangerous and important day-to-day missions
in the Army. The professionalism and dedica-
tion displayed by the unit are truly noteworthy
and fully qualify it for the distinction of *Army
Aviation Unit of the Year”.

Lo
Johnson

242ND AVIATION COMPANY
{Assault Support Helicopter)
Fort Wainwright, Alaska
Major Gary D. Johnson, Cdr
15G James E. Fuller, Sr NCO



TROOP E, 19TH CAVALRY,
29TH BDE, HAWAII-ARNG
MAJ Bernard M. Watson,
Unit Commander, and

15G Richard Y. Tabe,
Senior NCO

Tabe

Z
Watson

AVIATION UNIT OF
THE YEAR (RESERVE
COMPONENT)

Troop E (Air), 19th Cavalry, Hawaii Army
Mational Guard, through singularly outstand-
ing service has so distinguished itselfl during
the period 1 April 1977 1o 31 December 1978,
it is named the "Ouistanding Reserve Compo-
nent Aviation Unit of the Year.”

Troop E's aggressive training program has
produced the most combat-ready round-out
air cavalry troop in the National Guard. The
program has exceeded the individual training
levels prescribed by Forces Command, and
presently the unit is preparing to undergo a
Level Two Army Training Evaluation Program.
During the 1977 annual training, three
members of the Troop were awarded Army
Commendation Medals for outstanding and
meritorious achievements.

The troop was called out in September and
October 1977 for a unique and trying mission,
Sudden volcanic activity on the island of
Hawaii, 200 miles to the southeast of the
Troop's home base, required immediate avia-
tion support for evacuation, search and rescue,
and sclentific monitoring,

With lava flowing down Kilauea Crater
toward the town of Kalapane, Troop E flew in
the Civil Defense authorities and scientists
from Geodetic Survey, in order to determine
the hazard to inhabitants. As a result of these
emergency flights, over 100 families were
evacuated from their homes in front of the ad-
vancing lava.

The accomplishments of Troop E are
many and impressive. The true spirit of the
Armed Forces is embodied in the performance
and deeds of this Troop. Their service to this
country unquestionably merits the distinction
of being named “Outstanding Reserve Compo-
nent Aviation Unit of the Year™,




JOHN B. GREENWELL
Hq, AVRADCOM
St. Louis, MO

DEPT. OF THE ARMY
CIVILIAN
OF THE YEAR

John B. Greenwell's accomplishments as
the Deputy Director of Materiel Management
of the U5, Army Troop Support and Aviation
Materiel Readiness Command have had an ex-
traordinary and lasting impact upon the
materiel readiness posture of Army Aviation,
readily qualifying him for the “Department
of the Army Civilian of the Year Award” pre-
sented by the Army Aviation Association.

Through his innovative management tech-
iques and extensive logistical background, he
has effected a manifold increase in the quality
of logistical support of U.5. Army Aviation

world-wide. The keynote of Mr. Greenwell's ser-
vice has been his deep personal involvement in
the solution of difficult problems.

His leadership resulted in the attainment of
operational readiness rates exceeding ac-
cepted standards; in fact, at no time during the
past year did overall supply availability drop
below 85%. His keen foresight and organiza-
tional ability were significant factors in the out-
standing support provided in the latest RE-
FORGER exercises, Additionally, he person-
ally guaranteed the unfailing support of Army
Aviation units involved in recent reliel op-
erations in earthquake-ravaged Guatemala,

Mr. Greenwell's selflessness and devotion
to duty is felt by Army Aviation the world over.
Wherever an Army Aviation unit stands ready
to meet any challenge, it is all the more ready
because of John Greenwell.

TRIO—Lieutenant General Eivind H.
Johansen, left, DCSLOG, DA, and Major
General Story C. Stevens, AVRADCOM
Commander, right, congratulate John
Greenwell following the ceremonies.




GET FIVE! BECOME AN ACE!

Enroll five new members and receive AAAA’s ‘Aces Club’ Certificate

Let us send you an attrac-
tive, two-color Certificate —
handlettered with your
name — when you become

n “AAAA Ace”. Suitable
for framing, the document
verifies that you are a “full-
fledged ACE . . having
“bagged” your quota of five.
A pair of three-dimensional
plastic feet atop the bonfire
lend authenticity to the
document. Join the ACES!

JOIN THE PROFESSIONALS'

Support AAAA — Army Aviation’s Only Professional Association.

) ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION

1 Crestwood Road, Westporl, Conn. 06880
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derstand that the annual membership includes a subscription Lo the AAAA-endorsed maga-
zine, ARMY AVIATION, and that my membership starls on the subsequent 15t of the month,
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PREVIOUSLY UNPOSTED OCT.-DEC. ACTIVITIES

% % NOV. 29. Mainz Chapler. BusinessSocial
Meefing. Nafl Convenfion Repori, Regional Report
Finthen Army Airfield Community Club.
* % DEC. 7. Siutigart Chapler. Professional
meefing. Eugene Buckley, Vice PresidentBlack Hawk
Production, Sikorsky Aircralt Division, as quest
speaker. Nellingen Officers’ Club.
DEC. 7. Connecficut Chapter. Joint Profes
sional Dinner Meefing with AHS. Sergei Sikorsky as
guest speaker. Milford Yacht Club.
* DEC. 8. Mainz Chapher, Awards Banquet and
-Dance. Major General George 5. Pation as
speaker. American Arms Hotel, Wiesbaden.
8. Monmouth Chapler. {‘,Imlmas

%  DEC. 8. Franconia-Mame Chapler. A bus frip
fo Domier Aircralf, GMBH, Oberplaffenhofen, FRG. A
welcoming presentafion with refreshments will be
mwmawmwmmmm

% % DEC. 12. Lindbergh Chapfer. Professional
Luncheon Meefing. Mr. John Greenwell, Deputy Direc-
for of Materiel Management Directorate, TSARCOM,
as guest speaker. Engineers’ Club.

% s DEC. 12. Leavenworth Area Chapler. Short

general business meefing fo discuss defailed planning
for the Annual Vinfage Aviator Ball. Bell Hall in
Classroom 23.

* + DEC. 15. Benelux Chapler. General Member-
ship Social Meefing. "Sanfa will be present”.
Chiewres Airbase—Building 27. NATO aviator friends
inviled.

% % DEC. 16. Air Assault Chapler Aviafion Ball.
The Blatemore Ally Band with Linda Lee, Vocalist.
16 Hamy W.0. Kinard as quest speaker. For
Campbell Officers’ Club.

s s DEC. 21. Corpus Christi Chapler. Chrisimas
Social. Members only (no charge). BOQ Ward Room.

WORLDWIDE DISCOUNTS
FOR AAAA MEMBERS

Army Aviation Ass'n members now
qualily for special Avis discounts on
presentation of their discount cards.

The cards — which bear the Assn's
AID Number —are being mafled to
members with their renewal invoices,
The Discount Program may be used for
both business and personal rentals.
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Close Air Support
(Continued from Page 42)

the Israeli Air Force. can expect a terri-
ble pounding from modern battlefield
air defenses.

There is no dodging the fact that we
will never even approach having the
kind of airplane inventories we had in
World War Il. Airplanes that cost twen-
ty or more times as much as a World
War Il airplane must somehow do. if
not twenty times more, at least con-
siderably more nowadays. And if the
first few days of any war are not to see
the end of our tactical air through attri-
tion, the losses must somehow be held
down.

In the bleak autumn of 1943, the
bombers longed for close support. We
wanted to see our little (fighter escort)
friends close at hand. the closer the bet-
ter. As time went on. it became ap-
parent to the Eighth Air Force planners.,
if not to the bomber crews. that the best

bomber support was not visible close
support. And. so. while the bombers
saw fewer friendlies as our fighters
ranged on a wide search for the Luft-
waffe. they saw fewer hostiles as well.
Admittedly. applying that theory to
the problem of Army support might
prove a pretty hard sell. Close support
has come to mean something the
troops can see. and the Army and Air
Force have come a long way toward
resolving their doctrinal differences.
Still. limited numbers of airplanes are
one of the facts of life. now and
forevermore. Close support in the en-
vironment of a modern bat-tlefield does
not seem to be a likely way to conserve
that inventory. -3

L & &

[Prior to his retirement in 1974, General
Milton was the United States representative o
the Morth Atlantic Treaty Organization Mili-
tary Committee. His article is reprinted by per-
mission of AIR FORCE Magazine, published
by the Air Force Ass'n, Washington, D.C.]
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| General Williams

Re-elected as

AAAA President

INSTALLED at a National Board meeting held
upon the conclusion of the 20th AAAA Na-
tional Convention in Arlington, Va., a new
A8-member National Executive Board slate
looks ahead to renewed "79 activity at a gen-
“eral business meeting to be held February 10,
1979, in Washington, D.C.

Lisutenant General Robert R, Williams, the
Chief Executive Officer of Bell Helicopter
International, Bedford, Tex,, was re-elected as
the AAAA National President for the Oct, 15,

1978 =April 21, 1979 term. Major General
George 5. Beatty, Jr.of Savannah, Ga., was
elected as Senior Vice President.

The new gowverning board also reinstalled
Colonel John W. Marr of Arlington, Va., as
“Secretary-Treasurer,

Incumbent Board members who'll serve as
Mational Vice Presidents include Major Gener-
“als William A, Becker of Kaufman, Tex., and
William J. Maddox, Jr., of Lafayette, La.;

Colonels William E. Crouch, Jr., of Ft. Rucker,

and Rudolph . Descoteau of Alexandria, Va.;
and Paul L. Hendrickson of St. Louis, Mo.

Mewly-elected Vice Presidents are Briga-
dier General Joseph H. Kastner of Ft. Camp-

bell, Ky., and Eugene J. Tallia of Potomac,
Md.

Completing the full Board are Arthur H.
Kesten, Executive Vice President, of West-
port, Conn., an appointee; Past Presidents
General Hamilton H, Howze, Ft. Worth, Tex.:
Lt. Generals Harry WO, Kinnard, Arlington,
Va., and John M. Wright, Jr., Trenton, N.J.;
Maj. General Delk M. Oden, Alexandria, Va.;
Brig. Generals Robert M. Leich, Evansville,
Ind., and 0. Glenn Goodhand, McLean, Va.;
Colonels Richard L. Long, St. Louis, Mo., and
Edward L. Mielsen, M. Palm Beach, Fla.: and
Bruce Wilson, Glenbrook, Nev., James M.
Davis, Falls Church, Va., and Darwin P.
Gerard, Alexandria, Va.

Four Regional Presidents — Maj, General
James C. Smith, First Region, Washington,
.C.; Brig. General John P. Casey, Jr., Fifth
Region, Ft. Hood, Tex.: Brig. General Jack A,
Walker, Sixth Region, Ft. Lewis, Wash.; and
Maj. General George 5. Patton, USAREUR
Region; nine National Members-at-Large to be
appointed by the President; and 12 current
CONUS Chapter Presidents round oul the
1979 Executive Board.
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'78 Award Nominations

to close on 1 February

Be a participant in the selection of
the “Aviator of the Year” and the
“Aviation Soldier of the Year." Write
to AAAA for the one-sided, simple
nomination form that will put your
candidate into the hopper for na-
tional recognition at the April '79
AAAA Nat'l Convention in Atlanta,

Many deserving people are never
recognized because they are never
nominated.

AAAA's “Outstanding Aviation
Unit Award” and its “Outstanding
Reserve Component Aviation Unit
Award” recognize the finest unit per-
formances during the 1978 calendar
year. DOES YOUR UNIT MEAS-
URE UP?

The “James H. McClellan Aviation
Safety Award” and the “Outstanding
DAC Award” single out other unique
people. Tell us about them!

The 79 nominations will close on
Thursday, Feb. 1. Your nominations
and supporting data should be sub-
mitted to: AAAA, Attn: National
Awards Chairman, 1 Crestwood
Road, Westport, Conn. 06880,




