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LATE-BREAKING NEWS ANNOUNCEMENTS “™ NOTES

Michael Novosel Dies

Retired CW4 Michael J. Novosel, Sr., 83, a Medal of Honor recipient and
member of the Army Aviation Association Hall of Fame, died April 2 following
a lengthy battle with cancer at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C. See "In Memoriam” page 64 for more.

2006 Blue Book

ARMY AVIATION Magazine is in the process of preparing our annual Blue
Book Directory of Army Aviation related units, offices and organizations for
the August/September issue. For details on submissions visit online at
www.quad-a.org/BlueBook. htm.

Concern About Stingers in Afghanistan

The U.5. military in Kabul said March 20 that it was concerned about
Stinger anti-aircraft missiles in Afghanistan, but so far there are no signs
that the highly accurate weapons are in the country. "When it comes to the
Stinger missile, we are constantly looking at that from an intelligence per-
spective to see if there are relevant and actionable intelligence that show
us thatl those have arrived in the theater," said COL James Yonts, a coali-
tion spokesman. Recent media reports state that the Taliban had acquired
new batlery packs to fit old Stingers supplied by the U.S. to Mujahedeen
rebels fighting Soviet forces in the 1980s. If the reports are confirmed, it
would represent a new threat to aircraft in the region.

Tennessee Guardsmen Injured in Hangar Fire

A fire Feb. 28 at the Army National Guard Aviation Support Facility #1 in
Smyrna injured 12 Soldiers, one of them seriously. All of the injured suf-
fered smoke inhalation, most of them while trying to remove three UH-60
Black Hawk helicopters from a maintenance hangar. One Soldier suffered
burns and was transferred to Vanderbilt University Medical Center in
Mashville. The fire may have been caused by welding going on inside the
hangar. The incident is under investigation.

Airman Lost In 1942 Crash Identified

The DOD POW/Missing Personnel Office announced March 9 that the
remains of a U.S. Army Air Forces airman, missing since 1942, had been
identified and returned to his family for burial. Aviation cadet Leo Mustonen,
22, of Brainerd, Minn. was one of four men aboard an AT-7 Navigator aircraft
for a routine training flight that departed Mather Field, Calif., on Nov. 18,
1942. When the plane did not return to base, a search was initiated, but sus-
pended a month later after no results. In October 2005, several hikers on
Mendel Glacier near Darwin Glacier in the Sierra Nevada Mountains discov-
ered frozen human remains, circumstantial evidence and personal effects.
Mational Park rangers and a forensic anthropologist from the Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command recovered the remains, which were shipped to Hawaii
for positive identification.

The AAAA supports full ACIP for Reserve Component Aviators.

See “President’s Cockpit” page 6.
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AAAA President’s Cockpit

Thc AAAA Annual Convention in Nashville was an

unbelievable success thanks to the Soldiers, their

families and our industry partners who support
them. From the opening of the exhibit hall, to the sharp
Color Guards from the Virginia Women'’s Institute for
Leadership and the Virginia Military Institute (BG (Ret.)
Mike Bissell’s cadets), to the outstanding professional
sessions, to the terrific performance by Darryl Worley at
the banquet, our 2006 event was a record setter. A high-
light was a video shown at the banquet of retired COL Bill
MacArthur receiving a Gold Order of St. Michael award on the International
Space Station. COL Jeff Williams carried the medallion up on the Soyuz cap-
sule when he replaced Bill April 7 after his six month expedition.

Speaking of awards, what an outstanding group of great Americans who
received our awards at the convention. The highlight was their acceptance
remarks, which made the rest of us burst with pride at their humble pro-
fessionalism, gratitude to their parents, family and fellow Soldiers, and
love for the Army.

In addition, for the first time, we had a professional panel on Family
Readiness Groups and their accomplishments. Spouses, representing
diverse units, provided candid insights on their FRG programs.

We learned a lot, and I encourage AAAA chapters to contact your avia-
tion unit’s FRG coordinators to see how we can best support their Soldiers
and families. We would like to initiate a Family Readiness Group column
in the magazine and need some articles to get it started. Please share your
good ideas and lessons learned.

A special thanks to our industry partners for making it possible for us to
resource the support we provide to our Army Aviation Soldiers and families
through your purchase of exhibit space,

We also held our National Executive Board (NEB) meeting and AAAA
annual meeting in Nashville,

There were two significant unanimous NEB votes. One to name the
Aviator of the Year Award after CW4 Mike Novosel and the other was to
pass a resolution to support the funding of full Aviation Career Incentive
Pay (ACIP) for our Army National Guard and Reserve aviators.

As | outlined in the July 2005 article, these aviators are subject to the
1/30th rule for ACIP,

We did not have to take this on, but I felt strongly enough to stand up an
ad hoc Compensation Committee. The chairman, BG (Ret.) Mike Burke,
reported the resulis to the NEB and to you in the March/April issue.

We don’t expect our RC aviators to show up 1/30th ready for deploy-
ments at a moment's notice for natural disasters like Katrina, nor 1/30th

The heads of various VSOs met with the Army Secretary, the Hon. Francis J. Harvey, seat-

ed fl:lent:r, May 2. Konitzer, seated right of Harvey, and Bill Harris, standing far right, were
on hand,
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ready for deployment to War.

Much has changed since 1974
when ACIP was enacted, and our RC
aviators are now first stringers on
the aviation team. We have been
researching this for over a year, and
it is the right and fair thing to do.

On May 2, Bill Harris and 1 attend-
ed a day of briefings for the heads of
veteran service organizations, hosted
by the Secretary of the Army, the
Honorable Francis J. Harvey.

Dr. Harvey discussed two initia-
tives, the first one called Sull Serving
Veterans (SSV), was started by Army
Aviation spouse Becky Pillsbury.
S5V’s goal is to optimize post-mili-
tary career objectives for severely
wounded veterans by facilitating and
promoting business and community
opportunities within  Alabama’s
Huntsville and Madison County area.

I discussed the Army Wounded
Warrior (AW2) program in previous
articles and AAAA’s intent to work
with our industry partners to help our
wounded warriors.

Becky, Will Webb and others are
moving out with the S8V program,
which is an extension of AW2 with a
regional focus, which has tremen-
dous growth potential. 1 encourage
AAAA chapters near Alabama to
contact Becky at becky@stillserv-
ingveterans.org to provide assis-
tance. Other chapters should waich
for other regions to be formed.

The second initiative Dr. Harvey
discussed is a FRG pilot program
called Dependent Child Care
Assistance Program (DCCAP). It is
intended to give spouses of deployed
Soldiers at military installations a
periodic break by providing a day of
child care,

Fort Campbell had a ‘Super
Saturday’ where 600 children partic-
ipated in organized activities to give
moms a break. The program will be
offered at other bases with deployed
families such as Fort Hood, Fort
Bragg and Schofield Barracks.

Don't forget, | am always avail-
able at: president@quad-a.org.

Tom Konitzer
AAAA President
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Army Aviation...

On Call for the Nation

By BG E.J. Sinclair

his year’s AAAA Convention at the

Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention

Center marked another incredible success
with record attendance.

On behalf of all Aviation Soldiers, we pass
on our compliments and appreciation to our
association President BG (Ret) Tom
Konitzer, Executive Director Bill Harris, and
the entire association team for their dedica-
tion and effort.

Special thanks, as well, to our distin-
guished guest speakers, panelists, and associ-
ation members in attendance.

The convention gave us an opportunity to

Over the past four years, Army Aviation
has answered that call in terms of

homeland defense and security,

combat missions in Southwest Asia,
and humanitarian assistance.

ARMY AVIATION

highlight the many ways that Army Aviation
is truly “Meeting the Nation's Needs" while
celebrating the industry partnerships that are
s0 crucial to Army Aviation in the Global War
on Terrorism and our transformation.

More importantly, it was also the ideal
event to reflect on one thing that’s not chang-
ing in this volatile, complex and ambiguous
world——the incredible contributions and
sacrifices from our Aviation Soldiers.

As we review our efforts to meet the
nation’s needs, we must look at what it
desires. Americans want a sense of stability,
security and prosperity.

America didn’t ask for the Global War on
Terrorism, but the nation and the Army have
responded tremendously to the “Call to Duty.”

Over the past four years, Army Aviation has
answered that call in terms of homeland
defense and security, combat missions in
Southwest Asia, and humanitarian assistance.

To add to this load, we are simultaneously

undergoing a monumental transformation that
includes comprehensive reorganization, re-
stationing, Preset/Reset, and modermization.

By themselves, any one of those missions
would be extremely challenging, but we are
doing them all at once... and doing them
exceedingly well.

Ovwer the past year, we've experienced sev-
eral significant milestones:

l. Flying in excess of 1,000,000 hours high-
lights the incredible effort of our crew chiefs,
maintainers and maintenance test pilots.

It’s worth mentioning that the average num-
ber of flying hours per month during the past
12 months is greater than the previous first 24
months by 1.5 times for our manned aircrafi
and 4.2 times for our unmanned systems.

Again, this achievement is a key reflection
of the great dedication and warrior ethos of our
Soldiers and the quality of our equipment.

2. We continue to execute our core mis-
sions throughout the entire battle space, sup-
porting our combined arms pariners as well
as joint and coalition forces,

These full spectrum combinations include
offense, defense, stability and civil support
operations and continue to validate our doctrine.

3, Army Aviation has also rapidly respond-
ed to several devastating natural disasters,
including Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, and
the Pakistani Earthquake.

Those efforts are a tremendous tribute to
our responsiveness and total force approach
from the active component, Army National
Guard and the Army Reserve (several units
responded having just returned from war and
were in Reset).

Although we have experienced significant
challenges and changes this past year while
crossing these milestones, one thing remains
constant — our Soldiers.

I would like to share several vignettes pre-
sented during the AAAA Convention that
highlight the Warrior Ethos that exists in our
branch.

These Soldiers personify the four tenets of
the Warrior Ethos—their stories warrant

MAY 31, 2006
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deeper study and provide significant inspiration.

Tribute to a Legend

On April 2 we lost one of our own — a true American
hero and legendary Army Aviator — retired CW4 Mike
Novosel,

A Medal of Honor recipient during Vietnam, Mike was
an extraordinary patriot who showed all Americans what it
means to serve.

He was an incredibly gen-
wine person, who loved to
talk with the generations of
Soldier/Aviators who fol-
lowed about what it means
to put your life on the line for
one another and never leave
a fallen comrade behind.

His gallantry and loyalty
to his fellow Soldiers is an
example we will all strive
to emulate.

His loss is felt not only  Retired CW4 Michael J. Nov
by his family and loved
ones, but by all who had the
privilege of knowing him and the entire Army Aviation
community.

I Will Always Place The Mission First

In his over seven years assigned to the 1st Bn., 159th
Avn, Regt., SSG(P) Jose Suarez has been handpicked by
the chain of command to deploy on every major operation
and mission.

Muost recently, he identified and developed training
strategies in preparation for his unit’s deployment to Iraq,
playing an integral part in all pre-deployment training while
ensuring Soldiers were trained to the highest standards.

Suarez ensured that over 187 door gunners in the battal-
ion were highly trained during the fielding of the new
M240H machinegun.

PHOTO

ro

COURTES

Aviation “Heroes of the Battlefield” stand at parade rest following their
intreduction during the AAAA convention professional session April 10.

ARMY AVIATION

osel Sr.
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He also trained nearly 50 non-MOS qualified Soldiers to
operate as door gunners.

This training significantly enhanced the battalion's
warfighting capability by allowing the crew chiefs to focus
on maintenance and aircraft availability—reducing fatigue
in a very high operational tempo condition,

A phenomenal leader and mentor, SSG Suarez coached
three Soldiers to become flight instructors and two Soldiers
as standardization instructors.

He also led from the front, flying over 50 combat mis-
sions and logging over 250 combat hours.

CWS5 Jim Myers, the battalion standardization officer,
said it best, *No enlisted soldier has done more than SSG
Suarez to ensure the continued success of our organization.
Our mission success, safety record, and command climate
are a direct result of the talented, intuitive and assertive
efforts of SSG Suarez.”

585G Suarez is an excellent example of a noncommis-
sioned officer who always placed the mission first, while
balancing the welfare of his Soldiers.

I Will Always Place The Mission First

SSG Joshua Job, a fully mission qualified MH-60 crew
chief, has deployed to the CENTCOM area of responsibil-
ity eight times.

He has conducted a variety of missions ranging from
direct action assaults and emergency casualty evacuation of
combat wounded personnel, to infiltrations and exfiltra-
tions of combat troops.

SSG Job has been awarded 14 Air Medals, including
four awarded for valor.

One such incident occurred on Sept. 5, 2004 and his
responses that day are a step-by-step model of the appro-
priate actions.

The mission was an aviation support requirement to
deliver ground force personnel to a deliberate target. The
assault plan called for the movement into three separate
landing zones in an extremely confined and dusty environ-
ment.

Twelve minutes after departure, the flight received intel-
ligence that the objective had numerous enemy personnel
in the area. On final approach the MH-60s began to receive
intense small arms fire.

SSG Job relayed critical aircraft clearance and landing
assessments to the pilots, which allowed for a quick infil-
tration. During the climb out of the target area an RPG
struck the forward fuselage and continued through the rotor
system striking a main rotor blade,

The aircraft begin to oscillate and S5G Job immediately
began to scan his sector for possible ground fire. Once the
aircraft was safe from ground fire S5G Job began to clear
the aircraft of any possible wire hazards and obstacles.

As the aircraft decelerated for touchdown SSG Job
¢ began calling the dust cloud to the pilots to facilitate a safe
£ landing. Prior to exiting, 55G Job disabled his M-134 mini-
g gun and sanitized his crew station for sensitive items and
2 mission equipment,

% He immediately moved aft of the aircraft establishing a
defensive position with his squad automatic weapon allow-

MAY 31, 2006
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= From the Aviation Branch Ehief

ing the pilots to call for emergency exfiltration.

SSG Job continues to serve his unit, setting the standard
for his Soldiers to follow, living the Night Stalker Creed in
everything that he does, and always places the mission first,

I Will Never Accept Defeat

On March 22, 2005, 1LT Mike Hultquist and CW2
Chuck Folk were almost finished with a routine aerial-
reconnaissance mission near Lake Thar Thar in northwest-
ern Iraq when they heard a scratchy may-day call,

The call came from a group of U.S. and Iraqi Ministry of
the Interior troops who were ambushed by Anti-Iraqi
Forces (AIF) during their patrol.

Though they only had about 10 minutes of fuel available
and were too far out of range to maintain radio contact with
their headquarters, they flew to the aid of the troops.

Once they reached the area, they could see the troops
were out numbered and overwhelmed by enemy small-
arms fire. They began to take small-arms fire, but the pilots
quickly responded with their own firepower.

With total disregard for their own safety, Hultquist and
Folk set themselves up for two additional immediate re-
attacks, taking direct hits each time.

OH-58D pilots 1LT Mike Hultquist and CW2 Chuck Falk, flying a
Kiowa Warrior similar to this one here, helped save an lragi and U.5.
Army patrol from a deadly ambush on March 22, 2005,

Their determination and fearlessness in the face of the
enemy allowed the disruption of a large scale, complex
altack that would likely have led to the complete destruc-
tion of the friendly Iragi and U.S. forces.

Following the Lake Thar Thar engagement 1LT Rowald,
a ground scout platoon leader, said, “Once the Kiowas com-
pleted their runs, the small arms fire dropped to almost noth-
ing.” Their arrival was the turning point in the firefight.

“They broke the back of the AIF resistance and gave the
ambushed patrol encouragement to get out of their trench-
s, They allowed us to break contact and therein accom-
plished what I had spent the last two hours trying to do.”

LT Mike Hultquist and CW2 Chuck Folk demonstrated
exceptional bravery continuing to re-attack under intense
fire and never accepted defeat.

ARMY AVIATION
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I Will Never Quit

On June 16, 2005, CWS5 Billy Cook and CW4 Dave
Saunders displayed valorous and heroic action while serv-
ing as fully mission qualified MH-6 pilots,

Their tactical and technical expertise, courage and tenac-
ity under fire resulted in mission success for both ground
forces and the aviation task force.

As the overall flight lead for the helicopter assault force,
they were alerted for a time sensitive daylight raid.

Their aircraft came under heavy small arms fire while on
short final to their target. At least four bullets hit the aircraft
on the left front side, one hitting half way up the left wind-
screen and striking CW4 Saunders in the chest. Another
round sent shrapnel into CW35 Cook’s right knee.

Saunders initially maintained control of the aircraft, then
Cook took the controls and continued flying, avoiding
impact with the ground and the 120-foot multi-strand electric
power lines and stanchions that ran very near the target area,

After a successful infiltration, CW5 Cook led the flight
directly to the nearest combat support hospital, coordinat-
ing enroute for his arrival and for medical support.

CWS5 Cook's quick reactions certainly saved the lives of
CW4 Saunders and four passengers. Both men saved the
aircraft with their remarkable crew coordination.

CW5 Cook was treated locally by medics. Later after
removal of the shrapnel, he regained flight status and
deployed to combat again within 30 days of the incident as
a fully mission qualified MH-6M pilot in command.

CW4 Saunders was evacuated to Walter Reed Army
Medical Center and shortly thereafter returned to duty also
as a fully mission qualified MH-6M pilot in command.

Their actions Lo persevere despite all odds were meri-
torious and are a model of aircrew coordination,
Additionally, their rapid recovery and redeployment are a
living testament that... Night Stalkers Dont Quit.

I Will Never Leave A Fallen Comrade

On April 11, 2005, an Afghan Army patrol was
ambushed while traveling along the Khowst-Gardez Pass
in Eastern Afghanistan.

CW3 Chris Palumbo, CW2 Steven Burr, SGT Ryan
Pummill and SGT John Irick were on the primary quick
reaction force crew for that day and were immediately
launched to insert Special Forces (SF) reinforcements near
the ambush site.

The crew inserted the SF element at the troops in contact
site and departed to hold in a restricted operation zone, pro-
viding overhead coverage as necessary.

The Apache gun-ships were providing adequate close
combat attack up to that point, but had to break station to
refuel and rearm. Once the AH-64s departed, the real fire-
fight began.

Within minutes of the Apaches leaving, an Air Force
combat controller was wounded by enemy fire, and while
attempting to provide aid, an SF medic was also wounded.
Both wounded troops were unable to move and lying in the
open.

The enemy fire was too intense for the remaining SF
Soldiers to provide assistance to their wounded comrades,
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ARMY PHOTO BY SFC RICK SCAVETTA

The "Blue Star” UH-60 crew (I to r): CW2 Steven Burr, SGT John
Irick, SGT Ryan Pummill and CW3 Chris Palumbo following their
heroic mission in Afghanistan, April 13, 2005.

The combat controller contacted CW3 Palumbo’s aiverafl
and requested immediate assistance.

Palumbo maneuvered into the firefight and found the
two wounded Soldiers. Due to the terrain and enemy fire, it
was impossible to execute a non-standard CASEVAC.

In a split-second decision, Palumbo positioned his air-
craft between the enemy and the friendly forces, holding
back the enemy until help could arrive.

SGT Irick and fellow crew chief, SGT Pummill,
unleashed the fury of their M-60D fires on the enemy.

With impressive crew coordination and by turning the
aircraft back and forth, Palumbo managed a constant stream
of suppressive fire on the enemy, allowing one crew chief to
fire while the other reloaded, expending over 1,200 rounds.

As a result of their heroie effort, the enemy was unable

BRINGING THE FUTURE FORCE
INTO FOCUS.

to overrun the wounded U.S. Soldiers.

During the firefight, Pummill was wounded by shrapnel,
Irick quickly evaluated his friend and ensured he was okay.

Even as the aircraft was being peppered with bullets and
with Pummill wounded, the entire crew continued to fight,
putiing the lives of the ground troops ahead of their own.

Once the AH-64s returned and the enemy withdrew, the
crew returned to FOB Salerno to have Pummill evaluated,
and to refuel and rearm.

During the refuel process, Irick noticed fuel spilling out
of the seven bullet holes that penetrated the fuel cell and
immediately called for an emergency engine shutdown.

In the end, more than 55 bullet holes were found in the
aircraft and SGT Pummill was treated for his injuries.

The brave efforts of these Aviation crewmen were
responsible for the successful outcome of this engagement
and the safe rescue of two wounded American Soldiers,
honoring the hallowed pledge of leaving no warrior behind.

Summary
With what we've accomplished this year and great
Aviation Soldiers like the ones mentioned above, the sky
truly is the limit for the 2007 AAAA Convention in Atlanta,
From what we've seen this year, it should be evident to
all that Army Aviation is truly *On Call for the Nation.”
“Above the Best!”

* oL
“l “'

BG E.J. Sinclair is the Army Aviation branch chief and the
commanding general of the US. Army Aviation
Warfiehting Center and Fort Rucker, Ala.
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Command Sergeant

Major Update

USAARL
for Today's
Aviation
Soldiers

By CSM Buford Thomas, Jr.

| recently visited the Soldiers and
civilians of the US. Amy
Aeromedical Research Laboratory
here at Fort Rucker, Ala. and was
impressed on the things that they do.

Their mission, “To preserve the
health and safety of the U.S. Army
aviator and Soldier, and to
enhance his or her combat effec-
tiveness, performance and surviv-
ability,” is critical in the support of
the global war on terrorism.

COL James McGhee, USAARL's
commander, provides a good com-
prehensive update on many of the
issues | witnessed and that they
are working on.

Their research encompasses three
of MRMC's major research areas,
which are: systems health hazards,
hazards of mechanical forces, and
combat crew effectiveness,

USAARL's workforce is com-
prised of civilian and military per-
sonnel, consisting of rated avia-
tors, physicians, doctoral and mas-
ters' level researchers, skilled
Soldiers and technicians working in
a support division and fwo
research divisions: the Aircrew
Protection and the Aircrew Health
and Performance divisions.

The results of their studies are
incorporated into the Aviation
Warfighting Center classrooms,
flight medical care, and treatment
to the cockpits of our highly sophis-
licated helicopters.

They play a sufficient role in the
warfight and they are truly "Above
the Best."

Enjoy the update!

__.__4:.4. S
CSM Buford Thomas, Jr. is the
command sergeant major of the
Avn. branch at the U.S. Army Avn.
Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala.
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By COL James S. McGhee

he U.S. Army Aviator,
hand picked, individually
trained and expertly led, is
the most lethal and tena-
cious combat multiplier on
the battlefield.

Army Aviation provides the ground
commander with the aggressive edge
needed to wrestle victory from a
determined enemy.

The U.5. Army Aeromedical
Research Lab (USAARL) leverages
psychological and physiological

research  to

assure _[h::
PROTECTING [Feees
THE FORCE mance of
the Army

Aviator in that
complex, lethal environment.

This continues to be a driving force
behind USAARL’s mission essential
task list (METL).

USAARL is one of six laboratories
within the Army’s Medical Research
and Materiel Command.

The USAARL team sharpens the
combat edge by investigating, and solv-
ing operational medicine problems that
compromise performance or safety,

USAARL also provides combat
developers with information and
expertise to enhance the performance
and safety of future Army systems.

This article highlights some of
USAARL’s recent contributions.

Ocular Indices as a Measure of Fatigue

The Functional Impairment Tester
(FIT) is a new technology that quick-
ly and accurately measures involun-
tary eye responses known to be sensi-
tive to such risk factors as alcohol,
drugs and fatigue.

It can indicate when a pilot is at

16

SHEDISH ROYAL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLDGY GRAPHIC

Advanced computer models are used to
mathematically recreate crash forces

that may cause neck injury due fo
increased head-supported mass.

risk for both sleepiness and cognitive
slowing.

The FIT may prove to be a quick
and reliable method to test aviators
for fitness to fly.

A preliminary study using the FIT
was conducted with Apache pilots at
Ft. Rucker that demonstrated this test
was able to detect mission induced
fatigue.

These data suggest that the work-
load intensive AH-64 was a signifi-
cant factor in pmduuing changes in
ocular measures of fatigue similar to
those produced by sleep loss.

These findings will be compared to
pilots of other aircraft types this year,
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Biomedical Technolony cortinves

Alrsickness Prevention In Helo Passengers

Despite many existing treatments, airsickness continues
to be a concern.

Soldiers being transported by aircraft can experience
mild discomfort, vomiting, drowsiness, lethargy, or apathy.

Four airsickness countermeasures were tested in terms
of effectiveness and their effect on performance.

The study used many of the flight maneuvers experi-
enced in a troop transport.

The four countermeasures studied were:

1) Promethazine (25 mg) plus Caffeine (200 mg)

2) Meclizine (25 mg)

3) Scopolamine Patch (1.5 mg)

4) The Relief Band

Only the combination of promethazine and caffeine
showed a significant reduction in nausea and motion sick-
ness severity plus an improvement in reaction time,

This work is critical in making sure Soldiers can be
delivered to the fight ready to engage the enemy regardless
of the movement platform used.

Follow-on studies of other motion sickness counter-
measures are planned.

Refractive Error Correction Methodologles and
Military Implications

Failure to meet Army vision standards is the primary
medical cause for flight applicant disqualification.

Refractive surgery offers an option to correct refractive
error, thereby increasing the applicant pool for Army avi-
ation,

Also, refractive surgery usually eliminates the need for
spectacles or contact lenses in the cockpit, and decreases
the problems with equipment such as head-mounted dis-
plays and protective masks.

USAARL scientists studied flight school students who
had refractive surgery (photorefractive keratectomy (PRK)
or laser in-situ keratomileusis (LASIK) and found that
flight school performance did not vary significantly
between these two groups and a group that met standards
naturally.

This is particularly good news because civilian surgeons
use the LASIK procedure 95 percent of the time.

This finding resulted in the addition of LASIK as an
authorized procedure for Army aviation applicants.

Visual Performance with Electro-Optical Displays

Helmet-mounted displays (HMDs) are becoming the
method of choice for presenting flight information. But what
to display and how to display it varies between systems.

A project is now underway to develop visual tasks that
can be used to test the performance of HMDs.

Additional work is being done to define the advantages
and disadvantages of biocular and binocular HMDs, espe-
cially in dynamic and long-term use environments.

USAARL and the British Army are involved in a long-
term study of the ocular effects of using the Apache
Integrated Helmet and Display Sighting System (IHADSS).

Fhis longitudinal effort is helping answer many ques-
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tions pilots and physicians have had about the possible

effects this system may have on the human visual system,
At this point, four years into the study, no adverse

effects have been found in the British aircrew studied.

Eye and Face Injury Research Program

Combat injuries to the head and neck now outnumber
torso injuries by nearly 4 to 1, reversing the historical
trend,

The most frequently injured regions of the Warfighter’s
head and neck are the eyes and orbit.

Blunt injury to the face and eyes is an increasing prob-
lem as well, due to the growing use of HMDs,

Much is known about the pathophysiology of face and
eye injury, but there is a need to apply that knowledge to
aircrew protective equipment and standards.

Current protective equipment test methods are expen-
sive and time-consuming.

In partnership with Virginia Tech engineers, USAARL
researchers are developing objective injury risk assess-
ment models based on biomechanical data,

Rapid testing and fielding of proven protective gear will
result in cost savings to materiel developers and program
managers, and reduced long and short term disability due
to face and eye injury in the Future Force.

USAARL researchers are investigating the physiological effects
of complex helmet-mounted displays on human performance.

Crashworthiness of Milltary Systems

A recent study of life support equipment effectivencss
in OIF and OFEF, conducted by the Army Center for
Lessons Learned, found that aircrew discomfort signifi-
cantly impacts mission effectiveness.

Aviators complained of sore buttocks, lower back pain,
numbness and occasionally loss of sensation in the legs
and feet severe enough to distract from mission focus.

One solution may be using a different seat cushion
material.

Concern exists over the implications different seat cush-
ions could have on the energy attenuation performance of
the modern seats. .

Changing the seat material can alter the occupant’s bio-
dynamic response and the performance of the seating sys-
tem in a crash.

The present verification method proving that a modified
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Biomedical TREhNOIONY continuea

seat cushion will not degrade the system
performance requires the entire system
be re-qualified with full-scale dynamic
sled testing in accordance with MIL-S-
58095, which is costly and time con- #
suming.

USAARL has developed a seat cush-
ion test fixture for evaluating the eff'ectg
of candidate seat cushion materials on 3

the dynamic response of crash lﬂta
manikins. ...-'i
Using this device, the crashworthiness 5

of candidate cushions can be mmpamd
to that of currently-certified seat cush-
ions.

The integrated model drew
upon the results of the Swedish
Royal Institute of Technology
simulations and the new neck
injury criterion.

The model allows users to
evaluate current and future hel-
mets and additional head-sup-
ported masses against injury
and performance criteria devel-
oped during the ATO.,

Hearing Protection

In collaboration with CEP-
USA, Inc., USAARL scientists
have assisted developing a new
talk-through hearing protection
system, the Communication

An additional goal will be to develop
a component test that allows quasi-stat-

Researchers in the Injury Biemechanics
Branch use state-of-the-art manikins to
assess the effectiveness of facial armor.

Enhancement and Protection
System or CEPS.

ic material properties (including stress-
strain, specific energy dissipation, and
energy-absorption ratio) to be used as
predictors of crashworthiness.

Development of these methodologies will result in
increased aircrew effectiveness without compromising
safety and a more rapid fielding cycle.

Alrcrew Leg and Back Paln Research

A second approach to studying seat discomfort involves
using a seat pressure mapping system (Xsensor®) to mea-
sure the pressure between the seat surface and the pilot.

By using this new equipment and other standard metrics
(i.e., posture measurement, electromyography, subjective
evaluation of comfort, and flight performance), it will be
possible to comprehensively evaluate alternative seating
for comfort during extended missions.

The project will include cooperative work with other
branches of the DOD and the Federal Aviation
Administration.

Findings will be used to guide future design recommen-
dations.

Head Supported Mass (HSM)

Last year, USAARL completed a 5-year research pro-
gram that defined the injury and performance risks of
increased head-supported mass.

Final technical reports were delivered on all projects
related to the HSM Army Technology Objective (ATO).

Completed studies included the injury threshold and cri-
teria study at the University of Virginia, critical review and
computational modeling injury studies at Virginia Tech,
the second year of a detailed musculoskeletal neck injury
modeling effort at the Swedish Royal Institute of
Technology, and the aviator performance study completed
in the USAARL simulator.

As the results of these studies became finalized, the
accumulated data were combined into an integrated model
as a web-based tool,

USAARL worked closely with the Titan (formerly
Jaycor) Corporation to merge all results of HSM studies
into a user-friendly tool.

ARMY AVIATION

This system will protect the
Soldier from damaging levels
of impulse noise while pre-
serving (and even enhancing) ambient hearing and
sound localization.

Fielded prototypes have been well accepted by users.

This system could help reverse the hearing loss epidem-
ic that is developing in Soldiers returning from combat.

Blomedical Deslgn Criterla for Auditory Displays

MNew auditory display technologies hold great promise,
but have not been tested in populations with noise induced
hearing loss or in noisy environments typical of military
vehicles.

Research suggests that auditory displays scheduled for
deployment in Army helicopters will not be perceived cor-
rectly by aircrew with hearing profiles.

The purpose of this research effort is to evaluate new
auditory display technologies (virtual 3-D auditory dis-
plays and auditory icons) for use by hearing-impaired lis-
teners in noisy environments, and to provide technology
developers with medically-based design criteria.

The objective is to optimize this technology so future
Soldiers, regardless of hearing profile, can take advantage
of these improved auditory displays.

Conclusion

USAARL’s contributions to preserving the health and
safety of the Army Aviator and Soldier consist of trans-
forming ideas and theories into practical applications to
enhance combat effectiveness and performance.

Current combat operations have made our research
more important and more relevant than ever before.

USAARL remains dedicated to the support of our cus-
tomer, the combat Soldier-Aviator,

We are proud of the singular work we have accom-
plished on their behalf and dedicate ourselves to this con-
tinuing mission,

g —

COL James 8. McGhee is the commander of the U.S. Army
Aeromedical Research Laboratory at Fort Rucker, Ala.
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The 2006 AMEC discussed the challenges associated with:alr ambulance unit transfar to
Army Aviation, Here a pair of UH-60 Black Hawk medical evacuation helicopters takes off
from Forward Operating Base Speicher in Irag en route to a casualty extraction on Jan. 14,

MEDEVAC in Transformation

“Transforming in Support of the Joint Force”
By COL David L. MacDonald

he current Iraq and Afghanistan rotations mark the first time in histo-
ry that Army medical evacuation (MEDEVAC) does not fall under
medical command and control.
Army Aviation has assumed execution of this medical mission,
compliant with the guiding principles of Army Aviation Transformation.

MEDEVAC companies now perform their critical lifesaving missions under

the command and control of the newly designed com-
bat aviation brigade (CAB).
PROTECTING LS fundamcnt?l departure of functiuyal mmmaln.d
THE FORCE and control relationships, between medical and avia-
tion organizations, has required extensive coordina-
tion to ensure a scamless transformation process.

The 2006 Army Medical Evacuation Conference (AMEC) was the first for-
mal step in promoting a coordinated effort between the Army Medical
Department (AMEDD) and the Aviation branch,

The conference focus was to identify and address MEDEVAC transforma-
tion challenges and to ensure the seamless integration of the MEDEVAC mis-
sion into the diverse mission sets of Army Aviation,

During this conference the impact of the transformed MEDEVAC structure
wis analyzed across the full doctrine, organization training, materiel, leader-
ship, personnel and facility (DOTMLPF) spectrum, and the identified chal-
lenges were prioritized for resolution.

At the conclusion of the conference, a formal brief was presented to senior
AMEDD and Aviation leaders.

During this brief, AMEDD and Aviation leadership reached gonsensus on the
majority of initiatives and milestones addressing MEDEVAC transformation.

However, MEDEVAC organization and personnel challenges generated pro-
fessional discussion and identified the requirement for further staffing between
the branches.

22 MAY 31, 2006



OUR ADVANCED SUSTAINMENT &
SUPPORT SOLUTIONS

PROVIDE
- Environmental Control

- Material Handling &
Distribution

- Heavy Equipment Transport

- Engineering, Logistics &
Training

- Asset Protection

- Communications & IT

- Petroleum & Water Distribution
- Chem-Bio Protection & Decon

ol

Engineered Support Systems has joined forces with DRS Technologies,
creating the indusiry’s leading integrated systems, sustainment and supporl
company. Serving defense and Eh’]lT'lI-]ll:]H\'_{ security markets, our complele
line of advanced susiginment solutions go wherever you go. Supporling
u and your mission — environmental conlrol systems, nuclear/chem,/bio
shelter and decontamination systems, electric generalors and powel
management syslems, securily and assel proteclion syslems, wireless
networks, heavy equipment lransporl systems, petroleum and waler
distribufion systems, and IT management and logistics services. Anywhere.
Around the globe. 24,/7. We're there with }-au.
Just what you'd expect from a world leader in defense lechnology

Tomo 5
o

&) DRS

TECHNOLOGIES
www.drs.com * 314.553.4000




MEDEV’EC Continued

The organizational discussion cen-
tered on the fact that the new MEDE-
VAC structure does not provide enough
air ambulance units to support current
or projected MEDEVAC requirements.

Specifically, there are not enough
MEDEVAC companies to support the
echelon above division (EAD) and
joint missions which encompass oper-
ational and strategic medical evacua-
tion support.

The reason for this insufficiency is
that Army Aviation’s initial focus, dur-
ing the transformation process, was to
provide direct support MEDEVAC to
the brigade combat team (BCT).

This focus resulted in a trans-
formed MEDEVAC design that pro-
vides outstanding MEDEVAC sup-
port to Army divisions and the
BCTs, but does little to address
MEDEVAC’s EAD and joint mis-
sion responsibilities.

This oversight, coupled with Army
rotational and combatant commander
requirements, has significantly
stressed the MEDEVAC structure.

Army Aviation has realized the
need for additional MEDEVAC com-
panies, with both the AMEDD and
Aviation leadership agreeing on
developing courses of action to
increase MEDEVAC structure within
EAD aviation organizations.

The premise is to design an EAD
MEDEVAC structure that will focus
on EAD and joint medical evacuation
support.

This initiative will satisfy geo-
graphic commanders and Army rota-
tional requirements.

The focus of the personnel discus-
sion was that the transformed MEDE-
VAC structure separated the ground
and air medical evacuation assets,

It was understood, by both
AMEDD and Aviation leadership,
that an effective evacuation system
requires coordination and linkage
I:f::twccn both air and ground evacua-
tion assets,

As a result of Army aviation trans-
formation, the Army medical evacua-

lion system is under two separate
command structures,

ARMY AVIATION

Intra-Theater Patient Evacuation Orders Flow
in Support of JHSS System

Ambulsnce

Above! Ground and air medical evacu-
allen unit's actlons are linked through
the orders process. Aeromedical avac-
uation, an asset now owned By Army
Aviation, is Influenced by the AMEDD
through the geographie commander's
order. Coordination Is necessary at all
levels to execute the direct and general
evacualion support missions.

Right: The Army Medical Evacuation
Confarence held Feb. 6to 8 In San An-
tonio, Texas was well attended by the
active, Guard and Reserve components,

MEDEVAC is commanded and
controlled by Army aviation, while
ground ambulances are commanded
and controlled by the AMEDD.

The military decision making
process currently provides adminis-
trative coordination and linkage.

However, positive coordination and
linkage is also required to ensure a
coherent medical evacuation system.,

Recognizing a need to promote
positive coordination and linkage of
ground and air medical evacuation
assets, AMEDD has entertained creat-
ing an enlisted medical evacuation
MOS [military occupational special-
ty], which would serve in both ground
and MEDEVAC organizations.

This non-commissioned officer
would lend ground expertise to
MEDEVAC units and aviation exper-
tise to ground units, and enhance the
medical evacuation system integration
as well as promote system continuity.

The incorporation of the MEDE-

24

—— ORDERD FLOW
RS COORDINATION

LEGEND

BCT = Brigada Combat Teaam

CAB = Combat Adation Brigade

CJFC = Comtingd I Joint Forces Commander
C5H = Combat Support Hospasl

FST = Foreard Surgical Team

MMB = Multé uncionsl Medsc st Battalion
MSC = Medcal Support Command

VAC mission as a unique and separate
mission within the aviation mission
set has produced challenges for both
AMEDD and aviation communities.

To ensure integration, constant
coordination between the AMEDD
and Army aviation is required.

The first positive step in this coor-
dination process was the AMEC
2006, where challenges were raised,
discussed and solutions proposed by
both branches of service.

It is in this spirit of cooperation that
Army MEDEVAC will continue to
provide world class medical evacua-
tion support that is realizing the high-
est patient survivability rate in the his-
tory of warfare,

o

COL David L. MacDonald is the direc-
tor of the Medical Evacuation
Proponency  Directorate and  the
aeromedical evacuation consultant to
the Surgeon General, Fort Rucker, Ala,
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An AH-64D Longbow is silhouetted by a setting sun above a ground convoy of 2D Marine Division vehicles Nov. 14, 2005.

Digital Maps Help Keep
Apache Crews “In The Fight”

By LTC Mike Cavalier and Doug Eller

“Attack 6, this is Ghost 16 (ground
commander)... attack and destroy
enemy fleeing ambush site in white
pick-up, proceeding west on dirt road

Just north of MSR Victor at the west

end of the cemetery...

hile the scenario above is

fictional, similar transmis-

sions occur on a daily

basis for AH-64 Apache
crews fighting in Operation [ragi
Freedom (OIF).

This article provides an overview
on how the Apache digital mapping
ability came about, describes the
capabilities it brings to the warfight-
er, and discusses how it is being used
to help Apache crews in prosecuting
the Global War on Terrorism.

Bottom Line Up Front

Apache crews flying and fighting
with the recently fielded digital map
capability report a marked and
improved ability to execute ground

ARMY AVIATION

Difficulties arise
when ground com-
manders attempt to

discuss a specific
target, in relation to
the terrain.

commanders’ requests.

Apache pilots are now able to
quickly and accurately orient on key
natural and man-made terrain fea-
tures that the ground commander
describes or refers to, ensuring that
reconnaissance is focused and acrial
direct-fire engagements successfully
interdict the intended targets.

This capability is especially critical
during quick reaction force missions,
when Apache crews launch with min-
imal warning, and must rapidly and

26

precisely work coordinated air-
ground engagements with the com-
mander or troops on the ground.

The Problem

Apache crews must quickly cross
reference large amounts of data
obtained by their naked eves, various
aircraft sensors and the tactical situa-
tion display manually with a paper
map, while flying at high speeds in a
combat environment,

Difficulties arise when ground
commanders attempt to discuss a
specific target, in relation to the ter-
rain.

Urban areas provide a very chal-
lenging environment in which to
relay a specific enemy target grid
location to an aircraft.

“The target is on the rooftop of the
second building. north of  the
school,..”

Rapidly identifiable landmarks,
such as specific buildings (schools,
government and religious), or roads,
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Digitﬂl Ma IJS continued

intersections, towers, power-lines,
railroads, and other urban features are
frequently the means by which target
information or reconnaissance re-
quests are based.

The process of unfolding a paper
map, orienting it, illuminating it (at
night), and being able to cross-corre-
late it with the multi-purpose display
(MPD) information and the outside
terrain remains a demanding and
cumbersome task.

Aircrews are forced to come inside
the cockpit to use the sensors, MPDs
and paper maps.

The net result is that valuable time
is wasted, increased workloads for
aircrews, and situational awareness is
significantly reduced in an already
stressful environment.

The redesign included the integra-
tion of four G4 main processor chips
and four commercial-off-the-shelf
graphics chips.

The G4 processors assure that the
aircraft has sufficient processing
power to handle additional features
of the moving map, to include tex-
ture memory and other highly attrac-
tive features requested by combat
aviators.

The Longbow Apache Program
Management Office and The Boeing
Company accepted the challenge to
develop, test, qualify and deliver this
critical capability to the warfighter
one year ahead of schedule.

Several unanticipated interface
problems (software, firmware and
hardware) within the new Mission
Display Processor were discovered by
the testers just prior to and during the
fielding of this equipment, despite the
best efforts of the PM to mitigate the

Atechnician conducts Block Il Longbow Apache digital interoperability testing with vari-
ous air and ground systems at Fort Hood, Texas in 2003.

The Material Solution

U.5. industry has been working dig-
ital mapping solutions for the military
for several years.

The Harris Corporation was chosen
for the Longbow Apache application
due to their work in successfully pro-
viding systems for numerous Air
Force, Navy and Army aerial plat-
forms,

The computational power was
available for the technology insertion
because of the recent redesign of the

two display processors installed on
the aircrafi.

ARMY AVIATION

technical risk associated with a highly
compressed schedule.

The technical challenges were
resolved and a fully integrated solu-
tion was fielded with a follow-on soft-
ware update and firmware upgrade.

The first Longbow Apache unit to
deploy and use the digital map in Iraq
was the 1st Cavalry Division's 1st
Bn., 227th Avn. Regt.

Following this deployment, the dig-
ital map was used in OIF by all follow-
on Block 11 Apache units and praised
for its operational effectiveness.

28

The Digital Map displayed in the 3-
Dimensional mede on 2 multipurpose
display in a Longbow Apache.

What the Digital Map Provides
The digital map is a level II digital
terrain elevation data sysiem, capable
of covering an area of 300 by 300 kilo-
meters and is compatible with the exist-
ing Block Il Apache data transfer unit,
The unit displays maps in a variety
of types (digital, chart or satellite) and
scales, in either a 2-D plan or 3-D per-
spective view, and with varying con-
tour line intervals, resolution levels
and elevation color banding schemes.
Additionally, the map may be
panned (left, right, forward, back-
ward), and oriented (north up, track
up or heading up) by the aircrew.
Aircrews can also choose to display
threat rings and de-center the map to
show more of the area ahead of the
helicopter.

Using the Digital Map
During pre-mission planning, static
information such as control measures
can be uploaded on the map, saving
the aireraft’s memory buffer for other
information the crew desires to input.
Information such as towers and wire
hazards can be plotted on the digital
map and uploaded to ensure everyone
has an up-to-date hazards map.
Enroute mission changes, familiar to
most crews, can now be accomplished
in relation to the terrain. ..crews are no
longer tied to a “stick map” they must
cross reference with a paper map.
Moving to the vicinity of a possible
enemy location is now safer, as crews
can more effectively maneuver to obser-
vation and engagement ranges, with full
consideration of the terrain involved.
Crews can also manually select a
terrain feature on the map and auto-
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Digital Maps continued

matically slew their sights, sensors
and weapons to that location.

While flying in and around the
objective area, Apache crews can
now rapidly glance inside the
cockpit to compare the map and
mission graphics to the terrain,
and then maneuver to a position
of advantage.

Crews can now quickly set up
and prosecute hasty attacks,
with accompanying control
measures, such as no fire zones
and friendly unit locations.

The PM successfully fielded an
integrated Blue Force Tracking
(BFT) capability with the digital
map to enable aircrews to see in
near real-time the positioning of
fiiendly and enemy forces with
respect to the terain and their air-

One word of caution, digital mov-
ing maps like their paper based prede-
cessors may become cluttered or
obscured with graphics and unit icons.

Aircrews may change map scales
and adjust BFT icon display levels to
optimize the information displayed.

The Digital Map displayed in a situational update

craft. mode on a multipurpose display in the rear seat

This new capability provides
merged levels of situational
awareness and will improve with
future Army Baittle Command soft-
ware and enhanced combat net
radios.

cockpit.

The Path Forward

The digital map is currently fielded
in all AH-64D Block II Longbow
Apaches,

The Apache conversion and mod-
ernization process will eventually
provide this material solution for all
Longbow Apache equipped units.

In summary, the digital map over-
comes the issues associated with
using a paper map to navigate.

The digital map is a flexible
tool designed to present near real-
time situational awareness in the
cockpit by superimposing a variety
of mission data over a color moy-
ing map via any of the four large
high fidelity multi-purpose dis-
plays.

g Combat aircrews report marked
& improvements in flexibility, agility
2 and situational awareness,

g As indicated by one unit mem-
2 ber recently returning from Irag,
& “The digital map keeps both crew
g members in the fight.”

o

LTC Mike Cavalier is the product
manager for the Longbow Apache,
and retired COL Doug Eller is a pro-
gram analyst with the Longbow
Apache Praduct Management Office,
both with the Program Executive
Office for Aviation, Redstone Arsenal,
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" A pathfinder aboard

| a UH-60 support air-
craft stands ready to
employ a .50 cal
sniper rifle during a
mission while a
ground assault team
secures an objective,

Combining the
Assault

Helicopter
Battalion with
Pathfinders

By MAJ John D. Kline and

COURTESY ARMY PHOTO

SPECIAL FOCUS:
Stability & Support

LTC Donald N. Galli

Operation “Eagle

Since amriving in Irag, the Army's first fully-trans-
formed assault helicopter battalion (AHB), the 5th Bn.,
101st Avn. Regt., has developed new techniques, tactics
and procedures (TTP) to better fight and win the counter-
improvised explosive device (IED) fight.

Through transformation and the
addition of a pathfinder company, the
1015t Airborne Division’s AHBs can
now immediately exploit suspicious
activity that was previously only
reported,

The 5-101 Awvn. accomplishes this
mission by conducting the 101st Combat Aviation
Brigade’s Operation Eagle Watch,

This article will briefly discuss a few advantages the
assault helicopter battalion gained through transformation
and to highlight what Operation Eagle Watch is doing for
the 101st Abn. Div.

Operations

The Problem

How can Army Aviation rapidly exploit suspicious
activity that doesn’t warrant the use of force?

Many aviators in Iraq share the frustration of observing

ARMY AVIATION

suspicious activity that they cannot exploit. The suspicious
activity does not warrant the use of force, but does warrant
further investigation.

An example: An unarmed individual is seen running at
0300 hours from the side of a road routinely hit by IEDs
when he hears the sound of an approaching aircraft.

Typically a situation report is provided to the infantry
unit that owns the ground, which often results in a delayed
response.

Anyone who has served in Iraq understands the com-
plexity of the fight we are in.

The enemy we face wears no uniform, is highly mobile,
operates in small elements, and is decentralized in his
planning and execution. He has the freedom to pick the
time and place to fight.

The trick comes in getiing friendly forces on the scene
when a suspicious activity oceurs. This is where the 5-101
Avn, pathfinders enter into the equation.

The Solution

Operation Eagle Watch is a combat mission developed
by 5-101 Avn,, which involves a flight of two UH-60s and
two teams of the battalion’s assigned Company F Infantry
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A 5th Bn., 101st Avn. Regt. UH-
60L Black Hawk with pathfind-
ers aboard returns to base

- after a quick reaction mission.

COURTESY ARMY PHOTD

pathfinders, focused on finding suspicious activity and quickly
exploiting it.

Although assigning infantry to an aviation battalion is out of
the ordinary, the role of aviation supporting infantry still holds
rue,

The senior infantryman within the flight retains the responsi-
bility as the ground tactical commander, and the designated
flight air mission commander (AMC) understands his role is to
support the GTC's efforts.

5-101 Awvn. experimented with having infantry attached to
them during training at the Joint Readiness Training Center,
prior to the assignment of the Co. F, and quickly realized the
speed in which deliberate missions could be executed under a
compressed (hasty) timeline,

The ability to respond quickly is critical when actionable
intelligence is short-lived.

The familiarity gained between infantry and aviation leader-

Mission Essential Task List (METL)

Mission essential task list of the pathfinder company:

07-2-1135 Conduct a Raid

07-2-1027 Conduct a Cordon and Search in a Built-up Area
07-2-1414 Establish Checkpoints andlor Roadblocks (Snap TCP)
07-2-3027 Integrate Direct Fire (Sniper Integration)

G5A# GS-07F-02144
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Operation "Eagle Watch”™ continved
ship, along with each other’s standard operating proce-
dures (SOP), was instrumental in developing the TTPs to
counter the enemy's ever-changing techniques without
having to work through the labor of liaisons [LNOs] and
the communications problems that sometimes exist with
the brigade aviation element.

Eagle Watch TTPs

In many cases, this mission is conducted with both air-
craft full of pathfinders (in assault aircraft configuration)
to maximize combat power on the ground.

Depending on the mission, the ground commander will
determine how he wants the aircraft configured,

The UH-60L Assault aircraft typically contains a 10-
man pathfinder team, with the platoon leader/sergeant
capable of establishing snap checkpoints, to exploit a vari-
ely of suspicious activities.

Additionally, the pathfinders are often employed in a
direct action role to counter a known threal or search sus-
picious dwellings.

The UH-60L Support aircraft is configured as a
weapon’s platform with sniper and machine gunners,

It provides aerial command and control with pathfinder

A Pathfinder tactical ground commander discusses configuration options
of the support aircraft with a 5-101 Avn. aircrew prior to a mission,

leadership on board with PRC-117 radios.

It provides supporting fires for the assault force (main
effort) while minimizing the potential for collateral dam-
age, given their weapons.

The support aircraft are used to stop driving vehicles or
fleeing personnel, backhaul detainees, conduct casualty
evacuations, and assist the assault force by designating tar-
gets at night with lasers.

Preparation

This phase begins with the selection of Black Hawk
crews and Pathfinder team members.

Assigning the proper aircraft crews is critical as this
mission involves making quick decisions under a variety

ARMY AVIATION
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101st Abn. Div. pathfinders assigned to the 5-101 Avn. assault helicopter
battalion prepare for extraction following a cordon and search mission,

of hazardous conditions that factor into the associated risk.

The same logic applies to the pathfinder team members
as the only situational awareness they will have prior to
landing comes from what they see while airborne and what
is reported by other ground units.

The 5-101 Avn. staried the implementation of Eagle
Watch with a standardization instructor pilot (SIP) in each
cockpit and the battalion commander as the AMC,

Likewise, the Infantry Soldiers selected came from the
most experienced within the pathfinder company.

Prior to launching, a thorough understanding of the
rules of engagement by everyone is paramount,

Coordination is conducted during an operations and
intelligence brief conducted at the supported ground com-
mander’s forward operating base.

Targeted Areas of Interest are refined and airspace is de-
conflicted from attack and cavalry aircraft operating in the
area.

The Black Hawk crew chiefs configure their respective
aircraft while the pathfinder teams conduct pre-combat
checks on all equipment and weapons.

The UH-60 crews and pathfinder teams then sit down to
review the mission and cover contingencies they might
encounter.

» Execution

As mentioned above, this mission is often conducted
with both aircraft in the assault configuration; but, depend-
ing on the mission, the battalion may choose to employ the
support aircraft configuration as well.

In this case, the support aircraft is used primarily to stop
the identified target while the assault aircraft and team are
employed to further exploit the target.

During daylight operations, this often involves the air-
craft conducting a hasty recon and then positioning the air-
craft in front of the target that allows the gunners to max-
imize standoff distance with their weapons but clearly
sends the message for the targeted individual to stop
movement,

This aircraft now assumes the role of inner security.

The assault UH-60 then maneuvers to land near the tar-
get, taking winds into consideration given the potential for
brown out conditions, deploys the pathfinder team and
then quickly departs to assume the role of outer security.
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Imagine you are an individual running across a span of
open desert on a pitch-black night and seconds later being
enveloped by a cloud of dust and 100 mph
winds coming from a ‘blacked-out’ coali-
tion aircraft located somewhere overhead
that you know is heavily armed.

The pathfinders, with an interpreter, can
quickly search all personnel and vehicles,
check identifications, ensure weapons are
in proportion to the males present, cash is
not excessive, conduct swipe tests for
nitrates, and question the individuals on
their activity.

If necessary, the pathfinders are capable
of quickly detaining individuals and they
are then moved to a detainment facility
located within the responsible brigade
combat team’s sector,

Following the pathfinder’s actions on the objective,
they assume a pick-up zone posture and the assault UH-60
returns for extraction,

Since the inception of Eagle Watch, it is not uncommon
for a flight to exploit 10 targets or more during a single
mission.

» Summary

UH-60 battalions who don’t have the luxury of
pathfinder companies can start developing a tight habitual
relationship with a unit and evolve the TTPs and SOPs to
better support the larger units they support.

The pathfinders
are capable
of quickly
detaining
individuals.

It starts with the mindset that a Black Hawk is simply an
aerial platform that can be used in a variety of different
ways.

AHBs should encourage an open dia-
logue with their senior aviators and discuss
how to best utilize the resources available
within their units and more importantly,
consider what increased potential they may
gain when coupled with the other resources
available within their higher headquarters.

Because the enemy continues to evolve
and change their TTP on a weekly basis,
Army Aviation must continue to remain
agile and constantly refine their TTPs to
counter this threat.

The transformation of the 101st Abn.
Div.’s assault helicopter battalions have
proven to be a step in the right direction.

With the addition of the pathfinder company, 5-101
Avn. is now a combined arms team capable of better sup-
porting infantry battalions by rapidly responding to a vari-
ety of situations and has closed the gap between air and
ground integration,

ool

MAJ John D. Kline is the executive aofficer and LTC
Donald N. Galli is the commander of the 5th Bn., 1015t
Avn. Regt., which is curvently deploved in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom.
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SPECIAL FOCUS:

bility & Support gt

Staff members fram Afghan National
Army Aviation Corps, the Office of

- ooperation - Afghanistan
and Task ForceFaleen.pose in front
of an Afghan Mi-17 helicopterar
Bagram Airfield following a success-
ful visit by AAC leaders,

Falcon Command Welcomes Afghan Air Corps Aviators

Story and photographs by SGT Stephanie van Geete

with the Task Force Falcon command March 19 in
what officials are calling a first step toward building
an aviation partnership.

For the mitial meeting, ANA BG Mohammed Barat and
members of his staff met TF Falcon commander COL
Michael Rose at his Bagram Airfield headquarters.

Rose said the purpose of the visit was to find ways U.S,
and Afghan aviators can work together in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom.

“] think there is tremendous opportunity here for a part-
nership going forward,” Rose said. “We

want to find ways we can work togeth-
er to provide aviation support to coali-
forces operating throughout
Afghanistan.”
Barat agreed, saying, “We want to
build a relationship with aviators here that
will be useful and productive for future missions we do in
support of .S, forces or Afghan Army forces. We can help
each other assist both sides.”

At less than a year old, the Afghan Aviation Corps
(AAC) is still being built. Many of the pilots and crew
members come from the now-defunct Afghanistan Air
Force, and their fleet consists of Soviet-era rotary and
fixed-wing aircraft,

Rose and Barat hope that with their new alliance, U.S.
forces can help the AAC develop.

“One of the things we may be able to do for them is show
them the way we conduct command and control of our air-
craft throughout the country of Afghanistan,” Rose said.

“We may be able to share some of our tactics and tech-
niques used for air assault operations and management of
logistics. | think there are a lot of areas we can help them
with, and probably a lot we haven’t even envisioned yet.”

Right now, Barat said, Afghan aviators only fly support
missions. “We operate in support of the Afghanistan min-
istry of defense and other ministries,” he said. “We support

Afghanistan National Army Aviation Corps leaders met

Operations

ARMY AVIATION

Afghan Army Aviation
Corps leader BG
Mohammaed Barat, left,
and TF Falcon comman-
der COL Michael Rose
conduct a walk and talk
during their March 19
meeting at Bagram

& Airfield.

the Afghanistan Mational Army by flying their supplies,
we fly their casualties, and sometimes, if we lose ANA sol-
diers, we will fly the bodies to their native towns.”

Eventually, Rose said, the ANA will take control of all
military operations in Afghanistan.

“This is just one step along the way to the Afghan
Mational Army taking responsibility for the entire country,
and ensuring the sovereignty of their nation and the sover-
eignty of their own government,” he explained. “Initially,
I think we’ll see some Afghan officers in our headquarters,
and possibly by the time we leave here next year, we'll
have Afghanistan Army Aviation Corps aircraft flying with
us, and possibly even parked here at Bagram.”

The leaders will continue building their relationship
through monthly meetings. Next month, Rose will visit
Barat at his headquarters in Kabul.

Both men said they welcome the chance to get to know
their coalition counterpart.

“We are looking forward to having good ties and close
relationships with these American forces, especially the
aviators,” Barat said,

ool .

SGT Stephanie van Geele is a photojowrnalist and the
NCO in charge of the Task Force Falcon Public Affairs
Office in Bagram, Afghanistan. Her story has been edited
from a new release.
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Iragl and U.S; Soldiers race off of a Gth Bn., 101st Cbt, Avn. Bde. CH-470 helicopter during the start of Operation Swarmer March 16,

101st and “Angels from Hell” Clear Desert During

OPERATION

peration  Swarmer, the
largest air assault since the
initial invasion of lrag,
took place March 16:to 21,
wht;n the 3rd Combat Team, 187th Inf;
“Regt.; 2nd Sgdn., 9th Cav. Regt.; and
the ]{J]si Combat Aviation Brigade
._'_.E‘;ﬂl_l‘lﬂﬁ up to “swarm® the Iraqi coun-
“ieyside near Samara, looking for insur-
“gent forces, weapons and explosives,
~ The operation’s name was derived
from the largest peacetime airborne
Ananeuvers ever conducted, also called
Swirmer, in North Carolina in 1950,
The 1018t CAR flew over 1,000
hours in support of the mission.
ist Bn., 101st Avn. Regt. Apaghes
provided security through the ar, the
Sth Bn., 101st Avn, Regt's Black
Hawks servcd s the primary air

A Gth Bn 1015t Avn: Regt. CH-4TD flies F-:r-
matlon enrabte to a landing zone during an
air assault mission March 17.

movement battalion during the mis-
siom, and 6-101 Avn. alsoair assaulted
troops and equipment, as well as pro-
viding command and control aircraft,

The mission was a joint effort
between U.8. and Iraqi Army forces,
with over 2,500 troops, half of them
Iragi Army Soldiers, being inserted
throughout the operation.

The mission resulted in the capture
of 96 suspected anti-Iragi forces und
the questioning of hundreds more,

Twenty-four caches were also
uncovered in thearea during the oper-
ation and no 1.8 Soldiers were killed
during the operation.

During Opn: Swarmer, the “Angels
trom Hell™ of Co. A, 3rd Bn,, 187th
[nf. Regt, was one of the most produc-
tive units in locating weapons caches
and detaining suspected insurgents.

The company found five caches
(one located by Ist Platoon, four by
2nd Plt) and detained 18 suspected
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Iraqi Army and U.5. Soldiers look over the finds of a cache

Story and photographs by SGT Ryan Matson

terrorisis during the six-day mission.

Commander CPT Jeff Lesperance
said his company thoroughly searched
more than 100 houses and questioned
more than 200 people in an arca about
15 miles wide by 15 miles deep in a
rural area northeast of Samarrah, Irag,

The company also found numerous
small stashes of additional prohibited
weapoens and ammunition during their
raids (one AK-47 or rifle with one
magazine is permitted for every adult
male in a household).

SEC Angelo Lettiere, 2nd Plt.
sergeant, said that the caches his com-
panies found were hidden in a well, a
goat pen, in the wall of a building they
bulldozed, and in fuel barrels.

He credited his Soldiers' thorough
searching with the platoon’s results.

The company also
found numerous
small stashes
of additional
prohibited weapons
and ammunition.

PVT Aaron Pildner had a hand in
tinding all four of the caches found by
2nd Plt. He had been trained on using
the mine sweeper/metal detector he
used to find the caches just prior to the

they discovered March 17 near Samarrah, Irag.

SWARM ER

mission by SPC Patrick O'Brien,

“The one cache [ found in a well
with PVT Pidner, we found rocket
propelled grenades (RPG), scopes,
ammunition for various pistols and
rifles, TNT, mortar tubes, mortar
rounds, and night vision goggles,”
O’ Brien said.

“PVT Pildner was down there with
an Iraqi Army troop, and they came
across several layers of soda cans and
Pildner kept getting a strong signal
indicating there was something more
down there,” O'Brien said,

The Iragi Soldier continued to dig
and eventually found a burlap sack,
which he pulled up to find contained a
60 mm mortar tube.

“SFC Lettiere had always told us, if
there’s a mortar tube, there’s mortars,
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“We did an extremely
thorough search

spending about
two to three hours

Bt e = on every site.”
Soldiers from Co; A, 3rd Bn,, 187th Inf. Regt. and Iragi Army Soldiers quickly load 5th B,

101st Avn. Reat, UH-60 Black Hawk helicapters March 16 for the [nitial air assault during

Cperation Swarmer,

Hayhurst and Bohannon found two
AK-47s in some barrels outside one of
the searched homes.

“One was in the clear in the bottom
of an empty fuel barrel,” Bohannon
recalled. “The other was about half
full and when we put a stick in there
and felt around we could tell there was
something in there.”

“We did an extremely thorough
search spending about two to three
hours on every site,” Bohannon said.

ILT Adam Scher, 1st Platoon’s
leader, said that the first day of the
mission [March 16] his unit air
assaulted to the house of a high value
! i target,

' , i While the HVT was not in the
4&. Wi house at the time, the platoon was

able to find other people associated
Iragl Army Soldiers with U.S. troops watch two Inbound UH-60'and a CH-47 helicopter with others suspected of terrorist
from the 1018t CAB land to air assault them to their next ﬂhj?ﬂti-'l'ﬂ March 16. aﬂiiyily inn the area and found a small

-

OPERATION SWARMER

continued

50 we continued to dig in the area and
found a 55 gallon drum and the lid to
a large blue barrel. We dug that up,
and within it we found four RPGs.

“We dug some more and found the
second barrel with the scopes, NVGs,
another mortar tube, ammunition and
a machine gun.

“I was a little excited. 1 know that
small amount may not make much of
a difference, but overall, we're at least
hurting them somewhat. Pildner’s got
that minesweeping down to a tee,”
' Brien said.

“It feels good to do,” SPC Jeremy
Hayhurst, who found a small cache of
assault rifles and ammunition with
SPC Justin Bohannon, said. “It’s less Soldiers from AI3-187 Inf. uncover a well beneath a sheet of tin metal during a
stuff that can be used against us, the search of an Iragl home near Samarrah March 17. Weapons caches are sometimes
Iraqi Army and the civilians here.” hidden in wells,
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OPERATION SWARMER continved

cache of weapons and ammunition at
the target site.

Meanwhile, 2nd PIt. was air
assaulted to an area where a cache
was suspected to be located.

Although they didn’t find the sus-
pected cache, they did find the others
in the immediate area.

Meanwhile, 3rd Plt. acted as an
aerial reaction force, flying in heli-
copters from the 101st CAB, ready to
lend assistance should either platoon
encounter heavy contact.

Throughout the mission, American
Soldiers worked hand-in-hand with
Iraqi Forces.

Co. A searched every objective
with Headquarters and Headquarters
Co., 1st Bn., Ist Bde., 4th Iraqi Div.

They marched together across the
desert terrain, ate chow and slept
through the cold nights in the sand
together, taking turns pulling security
on their positions as they moved.

Scher said he thought working
with the Iraqi Army was an advan-
lage.

“They know these areas and they
know where to search,” he said.
“Their knowledge of the culture and
the people is a huge bonus.”

Letteire said he can see the Iraqi
Army Soldiers improving and the two
units continue to work together.

“They feel a sense of pride work-
ing with us, and if you ask them
they'll tell you that,” he said.

Lesperance said he was impressed
with the way his “Angels from Hell”
performed during the operation.

Though the company usually con-
ducts mounted joint patrols in Tikrit
with the Iragi Army, he said this type
of mission comes naturally to the
troops,

“Kicking down doors and searching
buildings is what we're trained to do as
infantrymen, and it"s like riding a bike,

558G Dave Hubert with Co.
A, 3rd Bn., 187th Inf. Regt.
coordinates plok-up zone
operalions during a move
to the next objective area
March 20 during Operation
Swarmer.

“Kicking down doors and
searching buildings is
what we're trained to do

as infantrymen.”

it all comes back to you,” he said.

And though he said the media may
be downplaying the effectiveness of
the mission, he knows the things his
Soldiers found saved American and
Iraqi lives.

“This mission demonstrated our
ability to team with the Iraqi Army
and project our force to deter terror-
ism in Iraq. It denies them safe haven
and sanctuary in the desert.

“They'll constantly be looking
over their shoulders, hearing heli-
copters, wondering if we’re coming
after them,” Lesperance said.

R

SGT Ryan C. Matson is a Public
Affairs photojowrnalist assigned to
the 101st Combat Aviation Brigade in
Irag. His story has been edited from a
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In the Beginning of Army Aviation...

Fifty Years Ago

By MG (Ret.) Carl H. McNair, Jr.

Editor’s note: We are pleased to present
retired MG Carl McNair’s kick-off article
leading up to AAAAS golden amiversary in
2007. Join us each month for a unigue look
back at your Associations history over the
past 50 years.

n the beginning, there was no AAAA. The
world was not flat, nor was it devoid of
life, water or aircraft and pilots.

And some thought that this was good
and the way it should always be.

But Army Aviation was small, relatively
unstructured and possibly unappreciated, with
the future unclear and uncertain.

The Air Force, Navy and Marines took to
the skies in modern, sleek and sophisticated
turbine-powered aircraft to combat our cold
war enemies.

Five years after World War I1, the Army had
yet to develop an aircraft of its own, while fly-
ing obsolescent fabric covered L-55 and other
commercial off-the-shelf aircraft.

In 1950, the aluminum skinned state-of-the-
art Cessna L-19A Birddog was a thing of beau-
ty and a bargain at less than $11,000 a plane.

Each field artillery battalion had a “robust™
section of two Birddogs for artillery fire
adjustment and liaison, The Korean War was
upon us and the Army had a grand total of 56
utility/observation helicopters, with no cargo
helicopters in its inventory.

So how did it come to pass a few decades
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later that Army Aviation became such a formi-
dable force, moving the Soldier into the third
dimension of air mobility, while compressing
the fourth dimension of time for the ground
commander?

We know that story, as our history has been
told time and again.

It was a history built on the tactical success-
es and valor of Army crewmembers in the jun-
gles of Vietnam, on the plains of Europe and in
the deserts of Southwest Asia.

The U.S. Army team has eamed deserved
praises and admiration on all the continents.

At the same time, how has the Army
Aviation Association of America become the
premier branch-related professional associa-
tion in the greatest Army on Earth?

AAAA stands shoulder to shoulder, rotor-
blade to rotor blade, skid to skid with the Army
Aviation team,

Over these years, AAAA has served as a
cohesive force, binding the Army Aviation
community together by:

M Fostering public understanding of

Army Aviation and military forces,

B Exchanging ideas pertinent to opera-
tions, maintenance, safety and personnel.
Representing membership interests,
Promoting esprit and camaraderie.
Recognizing outstanding performance
of individuals and units.

B Cementing relationships with fellow

branches and the services.

From its humble beginnings in 1942,
Aviation gained full combat arms branch sta-
tus in 1983, including an Aviation brigade
alongside the Infantry, Ardillery and Armor
brigades of America's divisions and corps.

But in those early years, a need was also
seen for a professional association for commu-
nications, coordination and esprit akin to the
Infantry, Cavalry, Artillery and Ordnance
Associations of the day.

Thus was born AAAA across a coffee bar
and a kitchen table, stuffing envelopes with
mimeo letters, news of “who was where and
what they were doing in Army Aviation.”

The Association of the United States Army
(AUSA), the largest private, not-for-profit
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from the 1950's.
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AAAA was born in 1957, with just two chapters
and 1,407 charter members comprised of civilians and
military in every grade, from NCO to general officers,
and a handful of loyal industry supporters.

educational organization that today supports
our total Army, was born in 1950 out of a
myriad of branch associations existing then.

Concurrently, Art Kesten, a WWII Army
liaison pilot, then a reservist in the First U.S.
Army area, and his wife Dotty saw the need
for a professional-technical association to
enhance the knowledge, image and well-
being of the Army Aviation community.

They founded the embryo AAAA maga-
zine in 1953 to keep fellow reservists and
active-duty aviators in their area abreast
of events — at the astronomical cost of $2
per year,

From a regional to Army
wide focus, AAAA was born
in 1957, with just two chapters
and 1,407 charter members
comprised of civilians and mil-
itary in every grade, from
MNCO to general officers, and a
handful of loyal industry sup-
porters.

Their names became indeli-
bly linked with Army Aviation
over the next fifty years, in
peace and in war, and many
are now in the Hall of Fame,
with most having served in
senior leadership roles of both
the Army and AAAA,

The founding President, BG
Robert M. Leich, attended
“liaison pilot” training at Fort
Sill, Okla. in the “Class before
Class One.”

As a captain, Leich was the Army’s very first
aviation engineering (maintenance) officer.

As a Major, he also became the first, and
for a long time, the only Army aviator serv-
ing in the Pentagon during WWIL.

Leich established and managed the origi-
nal logistical support system for Army air-
craft deployed worldwide in that conflict.

In retirement, he served as a Civilian Aide
to the Secretary of the Army for many years,
as well as the AAAA awards chairman for 24
years.

After 31 years of commissioned service he
personified the term, “retired, still serving.”

The prestigious AAAA National Robert
M. Leich Award is named afler this distin-
guished Soldier and our founding president.

LTG Robert “Bob”™ Williams, also in the
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famous “Class before Class One,” served in
1957 as the first president of the Army
Aviation Test Board at Fort Rucker, a leg-
endary and catalytic element for new avia-
tion developments,

In that position then COL Williams, along
with Art Kesten the early AAAA architect
and founder, carried the association’s propos-
al to GEN Hamilton H. Howze, then director
of Army Aviation, G3. Howze, a man of few
words, simply said,” Go with it.”

Williams then became the first senior vice
president of AAAA, then later in retirement
he became a national president. He was also
the first ground forces officer to receive an
instrument rating and the designation as a
Master Army Aviator.

Adding to those achievements, Williams
also led in the Ist Aviation Brigade in
Vietnam, the largest Army Aviation force
ever assembled with 20,000 troops and 2,000
aircraft, and served as commanding general
of the Army Aviation Center.

Perhaps the moral of success in these
exemplary careers is service to the nation,
your Army and your comrades through the
association,

Art Kesten, the first executive vice presi-
dent, drafted the initial by-laws, which were
taken to the Pentagon for review by GEN
Howze.

Art remembers the meeting vividly and
Howze concluding observation (perhaps in
jest), “You have my blessing, Art. And I hope
this isn’t the end of my career.”

As many recall, it was not the end of his
career as his next assignments were all top
Army commands of the Cold War era, the
82d Airborne Division, the XVIII Abn.
Corps, the Eighth U.5. Army and comman-
der in chief of the United Nations Command-
Korea,

But Army history remembers him best for
the Howze Board studies and the Army Air
Mobility Tests of the 1960s which led to the
original aviation brigade and organization of
the Air Assault division.

The Army had responded to the challenge
of the Defense Secretary to free itself from
the “tyranny of the terrain.”

With Howze's “blessing” in hand, Kesten
left the original by-laws with the staff and
moved out smartly.

He recruited officers and members of the
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initial National Executive Board and transi-
tioned a 4,000 subscriber magazine into a
national association.

Chapter programs, the first national con-
vention, and flight pay insurance (until then
provided only by the Air Force Association),
all followed and furthered the professional
posture and organizational hallmark of
AAAA,

Thus, you have the genesis of our organiza-
tion which today hosts 70 chapters worldwide,
more than 15,000 members and the most robust
scholarship program of any branch activity.

This inaugural article is only a glimpse of
the beginning of how AAAA came to be and
describing its vision and the quest.

Much more will follow in the
year ahead. We
have consciously
planned our 50th
Anniversary during
the 2007 Annual
Convention  being
held May 9-12 in
Atlanta.

This was the site of
our first convention
foray out of Washington,
D.C. in 1979,

Until then, all con-
ventions were held in
the DC area following
the AUSA National
Convention in October.

But AAAA sought to
be different, taking our
national meeting to the
field, nearer the troops and
their families.

For almost 30 years, AAAA has rotated the
location on a recurring basis to Atlanta, St.
Louis, Fort Worth, Louisville, Orlando,
Charlotte and Nashville.

These central metro arcas were in closer
proximity to major aviation and troop concen-
trations, and less costly to our members for
travel and lodging.

Outside of Washington, D.C., all would
have an easier opportunity to gain the profes-
sional development and camaraderie of thou-
sands of fellow aviators and crew members
and their families.

We recognized our “brightest and best” in
front of peers and company mates, and then all
could hear from the Army’s top leaders on
how we can do our jobs better and make our
Army stronger.

Our industry and civilian friends could also
visit and see the power, might and pride in the
aviation force.

As GEN Creighton Abrams once said,
“People are the Army.” And great people are
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in Army Aviation,

That legacy has just begun, as evidenced by
the valor, professionalism and performance of
our awardees during the Nashville meeting
last month.

In the coming issues of the magazine lead-
ing up to the 2007 Convention, we will feature
segments on the growth of AAAA.

Subsequent articles will be written by key
individuals who lived the history, with
insights as to the why, when and how Army
Aviation and AAAA matured together.

Look forward to the articles and share a half
century of progress in a few fleeting moments.

Throughout the coming vear,
we will highlight many other
“Golden Anniversary” events,

photo contest, the “Pioneers™
panel, oral histories of charter
members and founding offi-
cers, pictorial history book

and a DVD of AAAA’s 50

Years.

All of these are coupled
with extensive planning
for the “AAAA Atlanta
Golden Anniversary Gala,”

Plan to join us and
be a part of the living
history our members
have built.

Your National Ex-

ecutive Board has
approved the 50th
Anniversary  plan,

complete with the
official logo and theme,

_and displayed them at
z?;:?,:::}?&?;g? the ﬁgnli of the
1954, helping to bring ~ Nashville banquet.
Iinformation and news
to AAAA members.

AAAA: 50 Years Above The Best.. The
Legacy Lives On 1957-2007

e

Retired MG Carl H. MecNair, Jr, was the first
Aviation Branch chief and a'former command-
ing general of the US. Army Aviation Center
and Fort Rucker, Ala. He is a past AAAA nation-
al president and today serves as the chairman of
the 50th Anniversary Planning Committee.
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Pre-Convention

1. Country mega-star Wynonna |udd and her son Elijah
get an wp dose view of an HH-60 Black Hawk cockpit
fram pifat CW4 Ben Savage.

2. A pre-convention treal is the “Early Bird" reception the
night prier to the opening sessien. Here hondreds of eary
amivals enter the exhibit hall for @ sneak peek

3. Kight Stalker maintenance Sefdiers fold the rotor blades
on an WH-47G Chinook in preparation to tow the aircraft
into the exhibit hall on Apnil & for the 1&0cth SOAR display.

4. A convention highlight is the exhibit hall where Soldiers

and atiendees can ses and beam about the latest industry
developments and technolagies.

Monday, April 10

5. MM President BG (Ret) Tom Konitzer opens the
annual conwention on Monday, webcoming more than 1,200
people attending the moming profussional session.

6. GEN Richard & Cody, Army Yice Chiel of Staff, present-
ed the keynote address of the convention Monday meming,

Wi

B

il

T. BG E). Sinclair, commanding general of the Army's
Aviation Warfighting Center and Fort Rucker, Ma,, provides
an update on the stae of the Aviation branch.

8. OS5 Brent Driggers, left, and (SH Buford Thomas, chief
vearrant officer and command sergeant major of the Aviation
branch, listen intently during the moming presentations.

9. BG EJ. Sinclair assists GEM Dick Cody with the presen-
tation of the Joseph P. Cribbins Department of the Army
Civilian Award for 2005 to DAC Robert A Boubwell.

10. BG Joseph A Smith, commanding general of the
Army’s Combat Readiness Center, discusses the Army's new
“Own the Edge” risk management program.

11. Standing with the Non-Commissicned Officer of the Year
90 Byron W, Montgemery (holding trophy) are (I to r): BG
(Ret) Tom Konitzer, (M Buford Thomas, BG EJ. Sindair and
GEN Dick Cody.

12. Helping to lend a hand presenting the James H.
Mellellan Aviation Safety Award to CWH Troy Boonstra
(holding trophy) are (1 to r): OW5 Brent Driggers, BG
Jeseph Smith, BG ). Sinclair and GEN Dick Cody.

Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center, Nashville, Tenn., April 9-12, 2006
Photography by Rene Bider and James Bullinger
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Monday, April 10 continved

1. Army Aviator of the Year CW4 Roger A Graf
shares smiles with his mother Hrs. Mary Low
Graf (teft) and sister LTC Mary Eflen Graf.

2. Mrs. Angel Mangum, center, addresses a ques-
tien during Monday's Family Support Pamel, while
panel chairwoman Hrs. Judy Kenitzer, left, and
Hrs. Sybvia Phipps listen to the response.

3. NASCAR racer Greg Biffle (seated), driver of
the Army Wational Guard car #16, meets AAAN's
Aviation Soldier of the Year SPC Joshua R
Blizzard (kneeling), his parents Richard and
Josephine Blizzard (standing left), sisters Michsle,
Kemi and Jessica (standing nght), and Rancée
Lisa Figura, center rear.

4, Left to right: HG (Ret) Jim Smith, LTG (Ret) Bob Williams
Hall of Fame Chairman MG (Ret) Ben Hamison and HG (Ret)
Story Stevens enjoy an informal annual reception, instituted this
year, for Army Aviation Hall of Fame members,

Tuesday, April 11

5. LTC Terence W. Reeves, commander (lefi), and CSH Robert A
Fox, accept the Hobert M. Leich Award on behall of their unit 4ih
Bn, 159th Avn. Regt, from Fort Bragg, M.C

G. The Army Mational Guard Aviation Unit of the Year i the lst
Bn., I24th An. Regt, Rhode lsland ARKG. Accepting the award
are (OL Chrstepher F. Callahan, commander (right), and CH
Rebert Fartin.

1. GEM Bryan D. Brown, commander in chief of the U, Special
Operations Command, conduded the Tuesday lunchean with an
update on what the mation's special operations farces are accom-
plishing in the global war on terroriim,

8, The Program Executive Officer for Awiation Mr. Paul Bogosian
briefs the audience on acquisition efforts in support of Aviation
warfighters,

9, HG James H. Fillsbury, commanding general of the Army
Aviation and Missile Life Cyde Management Command, speaks about
logistical support to the field and condition based maintenance.

10. COL Jefirey Kappenman, TRADOC Systems Manager for
Unmanned Adrcraft Systems, updates attendees on his organization’s
carrent efforts dunng the program and system managers briefings
in the exhibit hal,

11, HG (Ret) Ben Hammison, president of the Ammy Aviation
Huseum Foundation, gladly accepts 2 $15,085 check (representing
31 for each ARAA member) from AARA President Tom Konitzer,

12.0W5 (Ret) Kenneth A Domahue, (Teft), president and W4
(Ret) John 5. Sullivan, Sr. VP Operations, of the Contral Florida

Chapter receive the AAAA Top Chapter award from BG (Ret) Tom
Konitzer,

13. HG (Ret) Carl H. McNair, Jr, president of the AAAA
Scholarship Foundation, Inc. board of povemors, gives Tom
Kenitzer a “That's okay for almost forgetting us”™ pat on the
back as he accepts a $50,000 donation check from AMAA for
the scholarship fund,

14. The AAAA Chapter Het Hember Gain contest is divided into
three fevels, The “Quad A" Chapter category for chapters with less
than 80 members was won by the Big Red One Chapier in
Ansbach, Germany with a 37 member gain, The Senior Chapter
category, chapters with 80 fo 169 members was wom by the Rhine
Yalley Chapter of Heidetherg, Germany with 2 25 member gain,
and the Master Chapler categery with |70 or more members was
won by the Tennessee Walley Chapter with a net 231 membser
gain. Pictared here (1 to r): NG (Ret) Jim Snider, AAAR Senior VP
and membership committee chairman; COL (Ret) Joha Carden,
Teanessee Valley YP for Membership; SGH NHorma Helsham accepting
for the Rhine Valley Chapter; MA] Charles Bowery, Big Red One VP
for Membership; COL (Ret) Bob Birmingham, TVC president; and
BG (Ret) Tom Monitzer, rear.

15. Badk again as the “Top Gun" recruiter for 2004 is Bl
Cannon from the Aviation Center Chapter. MG (Ret) James Smider,
Ieft, assists with the presentation of the $300 prize check and cor-
tificate of appreciation from BG (Ret) Tom onitrer.

16. A convention tradition, members of the Cub Club gather to
renew ofd friendships. Standihg, Left to Right Art Nesten, Doug
Ciley, John Kusewitt, Gord Kinley, Ed Landry, John Day, Pump
Pumphrey, Russ Baugh. Sicting, L-R: Beb Williams, John Stacy, Jim
Smith, Hamry Townsend, o Hely,

17. The Senior Leaders panel is a major draw for attendees.
Here HG James E. Simmons addresses a question, while (I to r)
LTG John H. Curran, MG Yirgil L Packett Il and BG Stephen D,
Hundt Fsten,
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Tuesday, April 11, Annual Banquet

1. A Yirginia Military Institute cadet escorts Judy Wonitzer and BG
Tom Monitzer during the dinner introductions to their able.

2.The color geard from the Yirginia Women's Institiste far
Leadership at Mary Baldwin College march in to post the colors dur-
img the formal banguet.

3.The first recipient of the new AAAA Crew Chief of the Year award
it 36T Christopher Scangarello, center. Beaming with pride from leh
1o right are Scangarello’s father Steven Hickak, wile Karen, mother
Lowise Hickok and brother Thomas Hickek. Thanks to Robertson
Aviation for sponsoring this award,

4, The Army Reserve Aviation Unit of the Year is the Tth Bn, 158th
Am. Regt, Fort Hood, Texas, LTC Andrew D. Doehring (left), acting
unit commander and (3H James A Markey display their trophy.

5. Country recerding artist Darryl Worley perforns one of his new
songs for banquet attendess,

6. st Bn, 3rd Avn. Regt from Hunter Army Aiefield, Ga. i the
Active Mviation Unit of the Year. Here Mrs. Mariza Acosta CSH Jose
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I, Acesta and LTC Pedro G. Almeida happily hold up the trophy.
This new trophy is spomsored by L-3 Communications.

7. The Outstanding Aviation Unit of the Year is the (b Aw. Bde,
3rd Iaf, Div., Hunter Army Airfield, Ga. On hand for the moment
are (| ta r) Al Winn, ¥P Apache Program, representing Bosing and
his wife Kathleen. Mrs. Janine Stidley, CSM Richard Stidley, COL
Fonald Tuggle, Mr. Evy Tuggle, Hr. Dave Palm, Director of
Fotorcraft Business Development, Boeing and wife Betty.

8. To the chears of the andience, fellowing his performance, Darryl
Worley thanks all for the homor of being presented with the Silver
award of the Order of 5t Michael for his support of Ammy Aviation,

9. The YHI cadets retire the colors.

Wednesday, April 12

10, Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics
and Technology and First Light Breakfust speaker, the Honorable
Claude M. Balton Jr.

11. The Warfighters Panel, comprised of brigade commanders and
top HCOs, provided insights imto the many lessons beamed in combat
in Mghanistan and Irag. Here COL Rom Tuggle, 3rd Inf, Div, (bt
hm. Bde. commander, discusses his umit's recent experiences in OIF,

12, HAJ Scott Halter provides insights from his experiences during the
Company Commander and First Sergeants” pansl, providing perspectives
from pilos, crew. chihs, maintainers and support troop levels.

13.To dose out the convention, AAMA held a birthday bash on the
13rd anniversary of the Aviation branch on Wednesday evening, April
12, Here AAAM President Tom Konitzer culs some slices of cake.

ARMY AVIATION
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L mVE HERTS aenD ARRNIAL
- Joseph P.

Cribbins

Aviation/Rroduct Symposium

By MAJ Jason L. Galindo

he Tennessee Valley Chapter of AAAA hosted the
32nd Annual Joseph P. Cribbins Aviation Product
Symposium March 8-9 at the Von Braun Civic
Center in Huntsville, Ala,

The symposium stimulates dialogue among industry
executives, senior government officials, and military lead-
ers concerning support to the Aviation Warfighter.

This year’s theme was “The Total Aviation Force — Now
and in the Future.”

The gathering kicked-off with a new APS event, an
AAAA sponsored golf outing at the Links at Redstone golf
course on Redstone Arsenal; followed by an early bird
reception for symposium attendees and TVC members at
the Huntsville Holiday Inn Select.

Named in honor of Joe Cribbins, the former special
assistant to the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics and the
Chief of the Aviation Logistics Office, this year’s sympo-
sium hosted guest speakers and panel presentations, which
also had follow-on question and answer sessions.

Guest speakers included: retired MG Dewitt “T" Irby,
the former deputy commanding general of the Aviation
Systems Command and the Program Executive Officer for
Aviation, who reflected upon lessons learned from Desert
Storm and their application in the current conflict.

Ed Birtwell, vice president of General Electric’s
Turboshaft Engines, discussed the various processes used
by GE to support the Aviation Soldier.

MG James Pillsbury, the commanding general of the
Aviation and Missile Command, provided an AMCOM
update, highlighting the need for effective information
management systems and condition based maintenance.

Paul Bogosian, the Program Execuiive Officer for
Aviation, focused on the aviation modernization plan, and
BG E.l. Sinclair, the commanding general of the U.S.
Army Aviation Warfighting Center, provided an opera-
tional perspective, reminding everyone on the purpose of
the symposium — the Soldier.

The distinguished panel members included senior mem-
bers of the Aviation and Missile Command (AMCOM),
academia, and industry, Aviation platform Project
Managers, the Aviation Applied Technology Directorate,
and the Army Staff.

Panel discussions were held during the morning and
afternoon sessions, with a focus on current and future
issues impacting the Army’s total aviation force.

One of the major highlights of this year’s symposium
was the keynote speaker COL Ronald Tuggle, commander
of the 3rd Inf. Division’s Combat Aviation Brigade, who
just recently returned from operations in Iraq.

Tuggle held the audience spellbound as he gave a
warfighter’s honest, blunt and informative perspective of
aviation operations in the Iraqi theater.

ARMY AVIATION
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Later, the Il Corps’s Command Sergeants Major CSM
Meil Ciotola capped off the night as the guest speaker dur-
ing the evening’s banguet and awards ceremony.

Ciotola’s candor, graciousness, humor and humility
were evident and appreciated by the audience as he
expressed an armor Soldier’s perspective of Army
Aviation.

During the symposium, the annual AAAA functional
awards for Logistical and Material Readiness were pre-
sented for 2005,

The Outstanding Logistics Support Unit of the Year was
the 603rd Aviation Support Battalion, from the 3rd Inf
Div., based at Hunter Army Airfield in Savannah, Ga. The
commander and senior NCO, LTC Terry L. Rice and CSM
Keith C. Dawson, accepted the award.

The Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by
an Industry Team, Group or Special Unit was awarded to
the Advanced Engineering & Planning Corporation
(AEPCO) and Millennium System Service Incorporated
(MSS]) of Madison, Ala. AEPCO Senior Vice President
Lawrence Vance accepted the award.

The Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by a
Small Business Organization went to Joint Venture
Yulista and Science and Engineering Services of
Huntsville, Ala. JVYS General Manager Darrell Harrison
and SES Executive Vice President Russel Chunn accepted
the award.

The Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by an
Individual Member of Industry was awarded to Patrick J.
Sheahan of the WESTAR Acrospace and Defense Group,
Inc., of Athens, Ala.

And the final award for Materiel Readiness Award for a
Contribution by a Major Contractor was presented to the
Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation of Stratford, Conn.
Senior Vice President David Adler accepted the award for
Sikorsky.

The symposium also provided a unique opportunity to
highlight the great work of the AAAA Scholarship
Foundation, with the TVC receiving more than 20 dona-
tions totaling $6,500 from various companies and individ-
uals.

This year’s Cribbins Aviation Product Symposium was
a tremendous success and continued a 32 year tradition of
growth and improvement, but more importantly, service to
Army Aviation and its Soldiers.

Mext year's symposium will again be held in Huntsville
and everyone is welcome.

deals - —

MAS Jason Galindo is the TVC vice president for Publicity
and a frequent chapter contributor to Army Aviation.
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Keynote speaker COL Ronald TVC President Bob Birmingham, symposium host, listens as WESTAR's Patrick Sheahan accepts
Tugale. refired MG "“T" Irby discusses the lessons learned during Desert the award for Material Readiness
Storm and how they apply today. Contributions by an Individual,

s

£
LTC Terry Rice, left, and CSM Keith Dawson accept the Outstanding Science and Engineering Banquet speaker CSM Neil
Logistics Support Unit of the Year award for the 603rd ASB. Services Exec. \LP. Russel Chunn.  Ciotola.

v

Sikorsky Senior V.P. David Joint Venture Yulista Gen. AAAA President Tom Konitzer; Paul Bogosian, PEO Aviation; AEPCO Senior
Adler, Manager Darrell Harrison, V.P. Lawrence Vance and MG James H. Pillsbury, AMCOM commander.
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g

CHINO

gl 4

|

By SFC Reginald Rogers

CH-47D Chinook heli-

copter mechanic from the

dth Inf. Div.’s Combat

Aviation Brigade became

the brigade’s first Soldier to
be awarded the Combat Action
Badge at Camp Liberty, Iraq during
this deployment.

PFC Matthew McCann, from New
Cumberland, Pa., received the badge
from Army Vice Chief of Staff GEN
Richard A. Cody, during a ceremony
held March 20 at the Ironhorse
Conference Center, near the 4th Inf.
Div. Headquarters.

McCann, a member of Co. B,
404th Ayn. Support Bn, and the Cht.
Avn. Bde.’s downed aircraft recov-
ery team, received the award for his
actions on Dec. 27, 2005 near Camp
Taji following the recovery of an
AH-64D Longbow Apache.

He recalled the mission, which
actually began Dec. 26 at about 9
p.m., when it was reported that a
helicopter went down about 20 miles
from the base.

As a member of the ground ele-
ment of the DART, McCann's team
is responsible for securing and
recovering the aircraft and returning
it to the base.

“We spent about 12 hours cleaning
up the wreckage, he said. “Once we
packed up, my truck was carrying
the fuselage of the aircraft. It was
mostly the tail boom and a section of
the rotor head.
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McCann's vehicle, an Up-armored
LMTV, was traveling fourth in the
convoy, behind the lead Humvee,
another vehicle carrying the scoop
loader, and a military police vehicle.

McCann, who served as the M249
squad automatic weapon (SAW)
gunner, was standing in the cupola
of his recovery vehicle, when he
noticed two lone buildings sitting off
the road and one individual standing
on the roof of one of the houses.

“Then, all of a sudden, we got hit
(with an IED),” he said.

“LT (Lawrence) Schmidle’s vehi-
cle, which was the lead vehicle and
the scoop loader vehicle, which car-
ried SGT Scott Lambert and PVT
Luis Carrillo, took most of the blast,”
he explained. “We punched through
after the explosion, but the shockwave
threw me back into the vehicle.”

“At that time, [ velled, ‘IED, IED,
IED,"”" McCann said. “SGT Torres,
who was my driver, told me to scan
my right lane. I scanned and [ said,
*we have contact, right side."”

McCann said he could see muzzle
flashes and hear rounds being fired.
Under Torres® direction he returned
suppressive fire.

“At that time, the M240
Automatic machine gunners in the
MP vehicle returned fire in the same
direction,” McCann said. “The
scoop loader vehicle, which carried
SPC Brough, the 50 cal. [machine
gun] also shot back.”
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PFC Matthew McCann stands between MG
J.D. Thurman, 4th Inf. Div. commander, and
Army Vice Chief of Staff GEN Richard A.
Cody, following an awards ceremony at
Camp Liberty, Irag.

He said they saw two people go into
the last house, the one that previously
had someone standing on the roof.

According to McCann, the two sus-
pected terrorists then ran behind the
house and over a berm, and all the
suspects fled in an escape vehicle.

At that time, a cease-fire was
called, ending all hostile actions.

He said within the short period of
engagement, they expended at least
150 rounds.

“On the first day that we arrived,
we took over the responsibilities, we
had a DART mission and we were
ready for it,” McCann said. 1 give
credit to Bravo Company, We were
ready, although we didn’t expect it.”

MecCann said he was excited that
GEN Cody was able to present him
with his award, especially since
Cody is an AH-64D Apache pilot.

“Him being an aviator is just kind
of cool,” McCann said following the
ceremony, in which more than 25
other Soldiers received the award.

McCann also had a chance to meet
the 4th 1D's commander MG James
D. Thurman,

“I was the only aviation Soldier
there amongst the other CAB
awardees,” McCann said.

“It was all MPs, two infantry guys
and a medic. I don’t quite under-
stand how 1 fit into that picture
because these guys do it everyday. 1
did it once.”

He said he was happy to receive
the award, but can never forget the
others who were also involved in the
mission.

“[ believe that maybe, more per-
sonnel, other than me, deserve it,” he
said. “It's a great honor to have it
It's a new badge and for me to be the
first one in the brigade to have it,
during this deployment, is a really
great honor.”

L4

SFC Reginald Rogers is the public
affairs officer for the 4th Inf. Div.s
Combat Aviation Brigade from Fort
Hood, Texas, and is currently
deployed in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom.
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Editor's note: Companies can send their Army Aviation relal-
ed news releases and information to editor@quad-a.org.

Army Awards BAE APKWS Contract
The Army Aviation and Missile Life Cycle Management
Command awarded April 27 a three-year $45.7 million
contract to BAE Systems of Nashua, M.H. for the system
development and demonstration of the Advanced
Precision Kill Weapon System Il. The conftract includes
priced options for
qualification of the
system and two
years of low rate
- initial production.
i The APKWS Il is a
s - — ~ joint  Army and
' Marine Corps pro-
"(‘&{ j gram to provide
- a guided rocket
capability to precisely hit a target within an effective range
of .93 to 3.1 miles. BAE is parinered with Morthrop
Grumman and General Dynamics.

Athena to Develop Morphing UAS Flight
Controls

Athena Technologies, Inc., Warrenton, Va. announced
April 4 that it won a Lockheed Marlin Aeronautics Co. con-
tract to implement the flight controls for LM's Morphing
unmanned aircraft sys-
tem. The Morphing
UAS is a Defense
Advanced Research
Projects A-gency pro-
gram which radically
changes the shape of
an aircraft's wings in
flight to perform a new
mission. By expand-
ing and contracting wing structures in flight, an aircraft can
perform both loitering surveillance missions and high-
speed attack missions. Athena will provide LM with its
GuideStar 117m miniaturized navigation and flight control
system specifically designed for small, high-performance
UAS applications.

Bell Selects Telephonics Corp. for ARH ICS
Telephonics Corp., Farmingdale, MN.Y., announced
March 9 Bell Helicopter has selected them to supply
more than 370 advanced secure digital intercommuni-
cations (SDI) systems for the Army's RAH-70 Armed
Reconnaissance Helicopter during fiscal years 2006
through 2013. Telephonics’ SDI was also selected by
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the Army as the common digital intercommunication
system for installation on all CH-47F and MH-47
Chinooks, and the UH-60M and MH-60 Black Hawks.

NGC Opens $13M UAS Production Center
Northrop Grumman Corp. opened its Unmanned
Systems Center production facility April 18 in Moss Point,
Miss., where the MQ-8B Fire Scout, and portions of the
RQ-4B Global !

Hawk unmanned
aircraft systems
will be produced.
Construction on
the $13 million,
101,000 sq. foot
facility started Ap-
ril 13, 2004. The
USC's current | -
workforce con- e

sists of 24 employees, which will grow to 60 by the end of

the year. The facility is designed to accommodate 250

employees, which may occur if production demands con-

tinue to rise.

Bell Builds New Army Programs Center
Bell Helicopter, Fort
Worth, Texas, broke
ground on a new
Army Programs Cen-
ter March 22. Once
complete by the end
of this year, the cen-
ter will house about
206,000 square feet
of offices and work
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People on the Move

Aviation General Officers

The Chief of Staff of the Army announced April 20 the reas-
signment of BG (promotable) Timothy P. McHale, com-
manding general of the 19th Theater Support Command in
Korea to director of the Center for Logistics Readiness, Office
of the Depuly Chief of Staff, G-4, Washington, D.C. BG
William H. Forrester, Jr., assistant division commander for
support with the 2nd Inf. Div. in Korea to commanding gener-
al of Army Combat Readiness Center and director of Army
Safety at Fort Rucker, Ala.

The Army Chief of Staff announced April 12 the assignment
of MG James A. Kelley, depuly commanding general
(Operations), Third U.S. Army, with duty as depuly com-
manding general (Ops.), Coalition Forces Land Component
Command, Kuwait to Dep. Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Readiness, Training and Mobilization, Office of the Asst. Sec.
of Def, for Reserve Affairs, Washington, D.C.

The President nominated April 11 the following aviation offi-

cers for promotion to brigadier general: COL James C.
McConville, execulive officer to the Army Vice Chief of Staff,
Pentagon, Washington, D.C. COL Curtis D. Potts, chief of
staff of the 4th Inf. Div. (Mech.) in Iraq. COL Perry L.
Wiggins, chief of the Eastern Europe and Eurasia Division,
J-5, The Joint Staff, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

The Army Chief of Staff, announced March 30 the following
aviation general officer assignmenls: BG Doyle D. Broome,
Jr., director of Strateqy and Analysis, J-5, U.S. Joinl Forces
Command, Norfolk, Va. to depuly commanding general, U.S.
Army Cadet Command, Fort Monroe, Va. BG John A.
Macdonald, commanding general, U.S. Army Community
and Family Support Cenler, Alexandria, Va. to director of the
Installation Management Agency, Arlinglon, Va.

The Army Chief of Staff announced March 28 the assignment
of BG Anne F. Macdonald, depuly director for operations,
National Military Command Center, J-3, The Joint Staff,
Washington, DC, to depuly commanding general of the Tth
Inf. Div. and Fort Carson, Colo.

Industry News continved

space to support Army helicopter programs. Pictured
breaking ground are (| to r): John Bean, Bell's exec. vice
president and chief operating officer of Military Programs;
Mike Redenbaugh, Bell's CEOQ; BG E.J. Sinclair, Army
Aviation Warfighting Center; Ross Perot Jr., chairman of
Hillwood Development; and Jungus Jordan, Fort Worth
Councilman.

Aerosonic to Produce Altimeters for Army
Aerosonic Corp. of Clearwater, Fla., announced March 9
they received a $1.1 million order from the Army Aviation
and Missile Command for 259 altimeters for UH-60 and
OH-58D aircraft as part of a multi-year contract. Deliveries
for this order are to begin later this year and continue into
2007,

Contracts

McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Co., Mesa, Ariz., was
awarded April 17 a $44.3M contract for remanufacture of
six AH-64D aircraft. Work should be completed by May
2007.

The Boeing Co., Ridley Park, Pa., was awarded April 14 a
$7.4M contract for long lead parls for the CH47 Chinook.
Work should be completed by Nov. 30, 2008.
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General Electric Aircraft Engine, Cincinnati, Chio, was
awarded April 14 a $7.3M contract for overhaul and repair
effort for the entire T700 family of engines. Work will be per-
formed in Corpus Christi, Texas, until Dec. 31, 2006.

Computer Sciences Corp., Falls Church, Va., was award-
ed March 30 a $54M modification to a previously awarded
contract to exercise an option for personnel, material and
facilities to perform all activities to design, develop, inte-
grate, test, produce, install, manage, operate and maintain
a simulation training capability that performs and operates
in accordance with the requirements of Flight Schoaol XXI
Simulation Services for the Aviation Warfighting Center at
Fort Rucker, Ala.

Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., Stratford, Conn., was awarded
March 30 a $48.8M contract for UH-80L Black Hawk heli-
copters. Work is expected to be complete by Dec. 31,
2007.

Lockheed Martin Corp., Owego, N.Y., was awarded
March 29 a $16.1M contract for radar frequency interfer-
ometer systems for the AH-64D helicopters. Work will be
performed in Owego, N.Y., and is expected to be complet-
ed by Dec. 31, 2008. Contract funds will not expire at the
end of the current fiscal year.
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essssssssssss————  Matthew R. Jones * HG = DG
Flight School Class 06-09, 45 Officers, Andrew B. Arconki, Jr. Jefirey B. Meinders * HG
Graduates Graduated March 23 Benjamin M. Cohen Charles W. King * HG
AAMA congratulates the follow- Faith M. Comeaux Johnny W, Brown IIl *
ing officers of the Aviation 0BC Emil T. Popov * Desiree R. Cox *
Officer and Warrant Officer Clifton E. Rogers * DG | Michasl W. Rogers * Taylor D. Dinehart *
Basic Courses, U.S. Army Michael J. Dargavell * HG | Wyatt D. Smith * Michael A. Hicks
Avtation Center, Fort Rucker, Brendan R. Libby HG | Stephanie K. Whillle Jeramy N. Horton *
Ala, AAAA provides standard Andrew C, Alexander * Joseph M. Natter *
aviator wings to all graduates Jonathan J. Carver * WOBC Craig D. Neeley *
and sterling silver Army avialor | Jason C. Gay * Joe N. Hudson DG | Efrain Reyna *
wings to the distinguished grad- | Tyler J. Hollopeter * Michael J. Mielson * HG | Deborah L. White *
uates of each flight class. Bryan 5. Koyles * Jacab A, Lawrence * HG | James L. Mitchell
Sean A. Maiolo Jason M. Hewelt HG | Putthipong Chankam
————— | Malt D. McNeal Damen J. Hutton * HG | Michel El-Amoury
Class 06-08, 39 Officers, John D. Pensham * Brett J. Evens * CLG | Hadi Sadaka
Graduated March 9 Dario Perez-Birriel * Thomas A. Dansbury *  CLG
Sean N. Randall Adam M. Stratton * CLG | WOBC
QBC Stephen J. Small * Evan 5. Ahlborm * Samuel H. Ratterree * DG
Mark A. Bennett * DG | David C. Sullivan Kyle M.D. Antonson * Aleksander M. Jadkowski * HG
Jeffrey W. Wiesner, Jr. *  HG | Tyrone D. Shields Maithew W. Bulford * James B. Hilliard, Jr. * HG
Michael H. Gregory * Aaron R. Caswell Micah J. Gehman * HG
Lisa L. Hendershol WOEBC Palrick W. Demastus Justin M. Frye * HG
Andre P. Jeansonne * Steven E. Campbell DG | James M. Dilto * Andrew P. Sinn * CLG
Jeremiah B. Lane Jason R, Sullvan * HG | Jason W. Edwards John J. Bremseth * CLG
Matthew C. Lewis * Foster B. Edwards * HG | CodyW.Frye* Erik H. Bernard
Ryan C. McCarly * Phillip B. Kincaid * HG | Adam B. Garrison * Jefirey C. Bledsoe *
Johnathan W, Sampsel Richard S, Button || * HG | Demick A. Harris Joseph S, Brown *
Christopher E. White Donald E. Cunningham * CLG | Michael E. Howard * Bradlay R. Campbell
Derek J. Abbott * Daren N. Johnson Clinton P. Carter *
WOBC Trevor 5. Briggs * Darrell D, Jordan Jason A, Chambers
Joel L. Gooch * DG | Christopher C. Cullen * Christopher 5. Keebler Joshua T. Chockley *
Morgan A. Stanley * HG | Robert C. Domr* Erick P. Lopez Angela D. Davis *
Timolhy J. Davis, Jr. * HG | Scolt E. Ehlert * Dennis P. Lorenz Matthew R. Groover *
Eric T. Carver HG | Nicole M. Frederick Joshua P. Mack * Tyler J. Hartsock
Michael T. Barbero * HG | Bailay J. Frohbose * Natalie D. Miller Jonathan O, Johnson
Matthew R. Hill * CLG | Steven D. Johnson * Adam F. Milliken * Timothy M. McGuire *
Richard B. Baker * Ryan W. LoFranco * Jefirey S. Mitchell Troy M. MciMahan
Kimberly L. Cascasan Joseph R. Malone Arthur D. Moir Aaron G, Oakes *
David A. Ceasor * Michael L. Meador * Jacob D, Moore * William A. Parish *
Dustin S, Davis * Ryan D. O'Connell * Kevin W, Oaks * Mikolay W. Plater-Zyberk *
Carlton E. Duncan Deleon Ponce * Crystal M, Ofier * Carl N. Porter *
Aaron K. Fish * Joshua 5. Robinson Michael D. Payne * Matthew P. Ruffner
Larisza A Gourlay Mary E. Rone Ryan P. Schuler * Jesse B, Russell
Cody W. Grow * Vincent Savala James A. Score John R. Russell
Kevin M. Howey * David A. Schmiechen * Bradley W. Smith Theodore M. Schuster
Jason R. Kems * Jonathan E. Shaul * Robert L. Solorzano Jeffery A. Smith *
Dallas L. Knox * Howard A. Shultz, Jr. Jefirey V. Strausl Tyler M. SUff *
Tony L. Luke Lacey A, Smith James H. Torres |l * John D. Towers
Ryan S. Mitchell * Albert W, Stephens * Jefirey C. Wallace Benjamin D. Widich *
John B. Palsa * Jefirey A. Wedgewood * Joshua T. Wanaka * Luther L, Wolff, Jr. *
Desmond Ray Jason S. West Michael E. Wilkinson *
Joshua D. Roberison
Michael T. Shacklee * essssssss——— | ———m | DG = Distinguished Graduale
Raul Torres * Class 06-10, 51 Officers, Class 06-11, 49 Officers, HG = Honor Graduale
Bradiey J. Turley Graduated April 6 Graduated April 19 CLG = Commandant's List
Ronny G. Vestal * Graduate
Richard E. Vickers DBC. 0OBC * = AAAA Member
Benjamin E. Magz Jonathan J. Simon DG | Christopher R. Renner-Cox * + = Life Member
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Jennifer Covington presents Kevin
Hoecherl with the Aviation Challenge
Schelarship.

Tom Harrison congratulates Daniel
Richardson on his Scholarship to the
Aviation Challenge.

Tennessee Valley Chapter
The TVC in conjunction with the U.5.
Space & Rocket Center has awarded
their annual Aviation Challenge
Scholarships to two teenagers for
2006. Kevin Hoecherl, son of MAJ Joe
and Kelly Hoecherl of Madison, Ala,
and a junier at Bob Jones High
School received his scholarship
March 13 from the USSRC's Jennifer
Covington. Daniel Richardson, son of
Derrick and Christine Minor of Muscle
Shoals, Ala., and a Tth grader
received his scholarship from Tom
Harrison TVC VP for Schelarships on
March 17. This summer, Richardson
and Hoecherl will attend a 6-day resi-
dential camp, learn land and water
survival, basic aeronautics and aero-
dynamics, flight physiology, and air
combat history. The Awviation
Challenge scholarship is intended to
fully immerse trainees in a realistic
military pilot's training environment,
By the end of camp, they will have
received a taste of the high powered
world of military aviation on land and
water and be prepared for any chal-
lenge that might come their way.

Welcome Home “Ghostriders”

U.5. Rep. C. W. "Bill" Young (R-Florida) and LTG James R. Helmly, commanding general of
the U.S. Army Reserve Command, joined families and friends for a Welcome Home Warrior-
Citizen Ceremony for the “Ghostriders” of Co. C, 1st Bn., 159th Avn. Regt. (Abn.), USAR, in
Clearwater, Fla. on March 4. The Ghostriders deployed a year ago in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom and conducted combat aviation operations with Task Force Renegade. Known
as a “go-to” company, the Ghostriders participated in every major aviation operation for the
Multi-National Corps-Iraq, to include a joint special operations task force, general support,
quick reaction force operations, personnel recovery, and direct actions and air assaults on
enemy targets, Their efforts resulted in over 4,000 accident-free flight hours flown support-
ing the diverse mission, including 12 air assaults, the recovery of a downed British Tornado
crew, and the capture of 18 enemy personnel. Pictured here thanking the Carroll family for
their sacrifices are Helmly (left rear) and Young (far right) with (I to r): Jason, Kathryn,
Cassandra and CW4 David Carroll.

Viper Battalion Returns Home

Former commanders of the 15t Bn., 3rd Avn. Regt., known by the call sign “Viper 06" joined
in the welcome home and awards ceremony March 3 for the Viper Batfalion at Hunter Army
Airfield, Ga. LTC Pedro G. Almeida and CSM Jose |. Acosta, commander and senior NCO of
the 1-3rd Avn., were both awarded the Bronze Star medal for their service in support of
Operation Iragi Freedom. Almeida, a pilot, was also awarded the Air Medal for flying combat
missions during the deployment. The Vipers flew an astounding 22,000 flight hours in 12
months with no loss of Soldiers, earning them AAAA's Active Aviation Unit of the Year for
2005. Pictured here (| to r) are: promotable COL Bill Wolf, COL Mark Jones, Almeida, LTC Dan
Williams; CSM Rick Stidley, 3rd ID Cbt, Avn. Bde.; and Acosta.
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CONGRESS CONTINUES FY07 BUDGET
HEARINGS

Congressional hearings continue on the
president’s 2007 budget submission.

TMC and its members have leslified al
numerous. hearings conceming the Defense
Department and Depariment of Velerans
Affairs (VA} budget requesls, fielding ques-
tions and providing input fo the House and
Senate Armed Services, Veterans Affairs, and
Appropriations full and subcommittees.

TMC and AAAA recently sent several let-
ters of support directly to individual members
of Congress.

In March, AAAA sent letters to Senalors
Gregg and Conrad, chairman and ranking
member of the Senate Budget Committee.

These letters support Sen. Bill Nelson's
efforts to include funding in the FYOT Budget
Resolution to end the Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation (DIC) offset 1o the
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP).

DIC is paid by the VA to survivars when a
service member's death is alfributed to mili-
tary service, while SBP is paid by DOD and
reflects the longevity of service of the military
member.

TMC and AAAA believe thal reducing the
SBP annuity by the DIC payment is unfair and
harmful to thousands of military widows and
other survivors.

The letters also request funding fo move
the paid-up date for SBP to Oct. 1, 2006.

In 1998 Congress authorized paid-up cov-
erage for retirees who altain age 70 and have
paid SBP premiums for 30 years.

However, the efieclive dale was delayed lo
2008, meaning thousands of retirees will pay
premiums for up to 36 years.

Maving up the effective date will help cor-
rect this inequity for nearly 200,000 retirees.

AAAA also sent lelters to Rep. Edwards
and Jones, thanking them for introducing
House Resolution (HR) 4949, the Military
Relirees' Health Care Protection Act.

This act would block the dramatic increas-
&5 in TRICARE health care fees for military
relireas requested by DOD (and discussed in
the last two AAAA legislalive reports) by giv-
ing Congress, not the Pentagon, the respon-
sibility for approving any fee changes.

iy LECGISLATIVE REPORT

LTC JoAnn Eberle (Ret.)
AAAA Representative to The Military Coalition (TMC)

BUDGET COMMITTEE RESULTS MIXED

Both the House and Senate budget com-
mittees recently debated the $2.8 trillion con-
gressional budget resolution, which sets
broad spending and revenue targets for 2007.

Both committees voted to prevent the VA
from charging an enrollment fee for veterans
seeking treatment who have modest incomes
and no service-connected disabiliies, and
from raising their prescription drug prices.

The committees voted to shift $795 million
in 2007 and $3.97 billion over the next five
years to the veterans' health care budget to
pay for lhe measure.

However, both commitlees also rejected
amendments which would have eliminated
TRICARE fee increases for military retirees.

The budget resolution is non-binding, but
without the increased funding allocation the
Defense aulhorizing and approprialing com-
mittees will have more difficully rejecting
DOD's proposed fee increases.

The full House will face the issue again as
it considers the budget resolution,

TMC and AAAA are hopeful that HR 4949
(see above discussion), which already has
140 cosponsors, will pass and add funding to
the defense budget lo preclude any increase
in TRICARE fees for retirees.

Congress appears ready lo reject fee
increases for this fiscal year, pending a com-
plete review and insistence that DOD first
achieve cost savings by improvement to the
TRICARE system, but TMC expecis a contin-
ued future fight.

Finally, the Senate budget committee also
voled 1o include funding in its version of the
budget resolution o end the SBP/DIC offset
discussed above.

TMC is hopeful that this will allow the pro-
vision to obtain final approval from Congress,
and thal the paid-up SBP provision will be
included as well,

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT
HOME - GULFPORT

DOD recenlly submitted a final report to
Congress on its recommendalions concerning
the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH)
located in Gulfport, La., which sustained
Hurricane Katrina damage.

Currently Gulfport residents are residing in
the other AFRH facility in Washington, D.C.

Both facilities provide independenl and
assisted living, as well as long term care for
eligible military veterans,

The report identifies five options (and the
funding levels required for each) for the
Gulfport AFRH: 1) rebuild the facility incremen-
tally, 2} construct a new facility, 3) realign the
facility, 4) reposilion residents fo Washington
AFRH and study disposilion options for
Gulfport, and 5) sell the Gulfport site,

The decision as to which option (or combi-
nation of oplions) will be selected now lies
with Congress.

Initial feedback indicates that DOD favors
disposing of the Gulfport facility and relocating
its residents to save money. Congressional
and local representatives favor rebuilding,

CALL HOME ACT OF 2006

Sen. Stevens recently introduced the "Call
Home Act of 2006", which directs the Federal
Communications Commission to seek ways to
reduce telephone rates for Armed Forces per-
sonnel deployed overseas.

TMC strongly supports this provision and
recommends the bill be expanded lo include
all uniformed service members. The bill rec-
ognizes the burden of separation on deployed
military members and their families, and lakes
an important slep in reducing the high cost of
telephone communication for them.

FREE SAT/ACT PREP SOFTWARE

A group of professional foolball players
represented by Viclory Sports Group (VSG)
has renewed its donations lo a program allow-
ing military families to receive SATIACT prep
materials for only the cost of shipping.

All aclive duty, National Guard, Reserve
and retired members are eligible.

Users apply online, and efigibility is vali-
dated based on the military member's infor-
malion and DEERS data.

The program consists of a DVD-ROM or 2
CD-ROM sets, and includes over 11 hours of
videa training and 40 hrs. of student parlicipation.

Students select the training they most
need, then study at their own pace by choos-
ing from 120 video lessons,

The program also provides detailed
answers o practice questions, and bolh elec-
tronic and paper based progress lracking,

The normal cost of the program is $199,
but military families pay only the shipping fee
of $9.95, courlesy of the players’ donation.

For information visil: www.militaryhome-
front.dod.mil.

ARMY AVIATION
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IN MEMORIAM
CW4 Michael J Novosel, Sr.

elired CW4 and Medal of
RHnncr recipient Michael J.

MNovosel, Sr., 83, of Enterprise,
Ala., died April 2 following a lengthy
battie with colon cancer at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C.

Movosel, whose parents emigrat-
ed from what is now Croatia, was
born Sept. 3, 1922 and raised in
Etna, Pa.

At 80, Mike Novosel took the contrals of a
UH-1H and read off a checklist with pilot
Bruce LeMoine before a rehearsal flight on
Oct. 1, 2002 for a ceremony to honor
Vietnam veterans in conjunction with the
documentary In the Shadow of the Blade.

During World War Il at age 18 he
was accepted as an aviation cadet in
the U.S. Army Air Forces, although
he was a quarter-inch under the min-
imum height (he was officially listed
as 5 foot 4). He earned his commis-
sion and pilot wings at age 20 on
Dec. 15, 1942,

By December 1944, Movosel had
logged more than 800 hours in the
Consolidated B-24 Liberator sup-
porting aerial gunner training. Then
he captained a B-29 Superfortress in
the Pacific, flying four combat mis-
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A 1975 Army Aviation Hall of Fame
inductee, a Silver Order of 5t. Michael
holder and an AAAA life member, Mike
Novosel appears here during a 2004
Aviation Ball at Fort Rucker, Ala.

sions with the 58th Bombardment
Wing and flying two missions to drop
food to Allied prisoners of war in
Japan at war's end.

In the Korean War, he served in a
noncombatant role in the Air Force
and rose to lieutenant colonel in the
Air Force Reserve.

Novosel is best remembered as
a Vietnam veteran and as an Army

“Dust Off" pilot, serving two combat
tours and flying 2,345 r
aerial missions that
saw the medical
evacuation of 5,589
wounded Soldiers.

In 1964 he request-
ed active duty to serve
during the Vietnam
War, When informed
that the USAF was
over-strength in senior
grades, he vacated his
position with the Air
Force Reserves and
accepted an appoint-
ment as an Army war-
rant officer aviator.

On Oct. 2, 1969,
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Medal of Honor recipients (I to r) Barney Barnum, Leo
Thorness, Jim Flemming and Brian Thacker lead the funeral
procession for fellow MOH recipient retired CW4 Michael J.
Novosel Sr. April 13 at Arlington National Cemetery.

MNovosel was serving with the 82nd
Med. Detachment in Kien Tuong
Province. He received word of
wounded South Vietnamese soldiers
pinned down by a large enemy
force.

Flying without air cover, he
encountered ground fire so intense it
forced him away six times.

Courageously, he completed 15
hazardous extractions, saving 29
men., On the last, just as a wounded
soldier was pulled aboard, the
enemy unleashed a hail of fire at
Movosel wounding him in his right
leg and hand, but he recovered and
flew to safety.

President Richard M. Nixon pre-
sented MNovosel with the Medal of
Honor on June 15, 1971.

On flight status for more than 42
years, he accumulated 12,400 flight
hours of which 2,038 hours were
flown in combat,

Upon his retirement Feb. 28,
1985, he received a rare honor for a
living hero; the main street of Fort
Rucker was renamed WNovosel
Avenue, recelving the first street
sign during his retirement ceremony.

In retirement, the soft spoken
Novosel made himself available to
lecture at the Warrant Officer
Career College and also became a
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senior tactical adviser in the
Warrant Officer Candidate
Program at Fort Rucker.

At 80 years young in 2002,
Movosel participated in the
documentary film project “In
the Shadow of the Blade,” in
which he piloted a restored
UH-1 Huey following a cere-
many to honor Vietnam veter-
ans. On the 33rd anniversary
of the day he earned the
MOH, Movosel flew the air-
craft off of Fort Rucker's
parade field down to
Pensacola, Fla.,, on the first
leg of a flight taking the heli-
copter across America to cap-
ture veterans' stories.

He actively lectured on his
autobiography, Dustoff: The
Memoir of an Army Awviator
written in 1989, and supported
the Army Aviation Museum
with book signing opportuni-
lies.

An advocate for the
Aeromedical Evacuation com-
munity, Novosel also champi-
oned a combat award for
medevac flight crew mem-
bers.

Mike was laid to rest with
full military honors on April 13
alongside his wife of 44 years,
Ethel Graham Movosel, who
died in 1992 and was buried in
Arlington National Cemetery.

He is survived by his sons,
retired CW4 Michael Novosel
Jr. of Shalimar, Fla.; John
Novosel of Auburn, Ala;
daughters Patricia Clevinger
of Enterprise, and Jeanie
Vinyard of Phoenix, Ariz.; a
brother; four grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, the family
requests donations be made
in Mike's memory to the Army
Aviation Museum Foundation,
sent to the attention of Ms.
Diane MNowicki, F.O. Box
620610, Fort Rucker, AL,
36362-0610 or call (334) 598-
2508,

ARMY AVIATION

AAAA is saddened to announce the loss of the following Soldiers with
Aviation units serving in support of the global war on terrorism.

Homeland Defense

CW4 Holtz

39, an AH-64D Apache
pilot, died from a heart
atiack while on leave o
visit family on April 18, al
Flowers Hospital in
Dothan, Ala, He was
assigned to Co. A, 3rd
Bn., 3rd Avn. Regt. at
Hunter Army Aifield,
Savannah, Ga. Holtz,
posthumously promoled
to CW4, was buried April

21 at Meadow Lawn Cem- |

etery in Enterprise, Ala,

SFC Bailey

A California Highway
Patrol Officer, who also

served as a UH-60 Black |
Hawk maintenance NCO |
with Co. C, 1st B, 140th |

Avn. Regt., Calif. Army
Mational Guard, was

killed Feb. 25 while mak-

ing a traffic stop in the
Victorville area of Calif.

SFC Gregory John
Bailey, 36, of San
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i Bermardino, CA, died |
i when a 20-year old drunk ;
i driver swerved off the
! road and hit Bailey on his
i molorcycle. Bailey

i recently retuned to his

i job in November 2005

i after a year-long deploy-
i ment in support of

i Operalion Irag Freedom
i Il His funeral with full |
i military and CHP honors
i was held March 3.

i Condolences may be
CW4 James Kevin Hollz, : ?:;:Ji 31: gsﬁa ul
| Fowler, 4640 Saratoga
i Ave,, Suite 105, Los

i Alamitos, CA. 90720

Operation Iragi

Freedom

i Adth Infantry Division

AH-64D Apache

i Longbow helicopter was

shot down by hostile fire

i about 5:30 p.m., April 1,
i west of Yousifiah and

i about 10 miles southwest
: of Baghdad, while con-
i ducting a combat air

i patral.

i Killed were:

CPT Timothy Joseph

i Moshier, 25, of Albany,
PN,

i CW3 Michael Lee

i Hartwick, 37, of Orrick,
i Mo.

i Both men were assigned
to the 4th Bn., 4th Avn.

i Regt, 4th Cbt. Avn. Bde,
i from Fort Hood, Texas.

SPC Gardner

SPC James Wilkerson
i Gardner, 22, of Glasgow,

.

CW3 Hartwick

i Ky., died in Tal Afar, Iraq,
i on April 10, from a non-
i combal related gun-shot
i wound. Gardner was

i assigned to the 1st Bn,,
i 101st Avn. Regt., 101st
i Cbt. Avn. Bde. Fort

i Campbell, Ky. Gardner
i was laid to restin the

{ Glasgow Municipal

i Cemetery April 19.

(Infrmation from Dept. of

i Defense news releases and
' media sources.)
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New Chapter Officers

Central Florida Chapter:
Ms. Karen E, Thaldorf,
VP Industry Affairs

Frontier Army:
LTC Willis F, Jackson, Jr., Ret.,
VP Membership

Lindbergh Chapter:
Mr. Paul L. Hendrickson, President

Morning Calm:
CPT Katrina G. Lewison, Treasurer

North Conntry:
LTC Steven B, Palmer, President
Sinai:

MaAJ K. Brogan Farren, President;
SFC Kevin C. Healey, Senior VF;
CW4 Jose A. Logo, Treasurer; 185G
Richard A, Suss, VP Membership,
SFC James W, Jones, VP Enlisted
Affairs; CW3 Lawrence K.
Bonkoski 11, VP Scholarship;

Taunus:
MAJ Gerald L. Bonner, Ji.,
Treasurer

Univ. of North Dakota:

CDT Andrew M. Bartlett, President;

CDT Dusty I, Oliver, Senior VP,
CDT Matthew C, Malkowski,

Secretary; CDT Steven F. Black, VP

Scholarship

Soldier of the Month
A Chapter Program fo Recognize
Curtstanding Aviation Soldiers
on o Monthiy basis.
S5FC Kevin L. Redden
May 2006
(Narvaganseti Bay Chaprer)

SGT Rafael Ortiz
June 2006
(Narragansett Bay Chapter)

Soldier of the Quarter
A Chapter Pragram to Recognize
Ehitstamding Aviatfon Soldiers
o a Cuarterly basis,

SPC Jordan M. Wright
Second Quarter
feviation Center Chapter)

NCO of the Quarter
A Chaprter Program to Recognize
Chutstannding NCOg
on a Duarterly basis,
SGT James N, Sherman
Second Quarter
{Nearvagansett Bay Chapter)

5350 Leslie C. Montgomery
Second Quarter
{eviation Cenrer Chaprer)

Honorary Membership
A Chapier Pragram to Recognize

Honoree s Outstanding

accomplisiments,
SFC Mark Angelo
March 2006 - 2007
(Cannecticns Chaprer)
ILT Wayne Smith
March 2006 — 2007
(Cannecticur Clapier)

Distinguished Instructor
A Chapter Program ta Recognize
Distinguished Tnstrivciors
on a Cuarterly basix,

Mr. Paul T. Doran
First Quarter 2006
(Codoniel Virginia Chaprer)

Aces
The following members have been
recognized as Aces for their signing
up five mew menmbers each.
MAIJ Albert Carreon, Jr., Ret.
MAJ Joseph 8. Deglivomini
CW4 Bobby R. Deiss
MAJ Jerry B. Gray

LTC Billingsley (i Pogue 111
SFC Charles W. Scarborough

New AAAA Order of
St. Michael Recipients
{Gold)

MG Benjamin L. Harrison, Ret.
COL William 5. McArthur, Ret.
MG James C. Smith
{Silver)

LTC Wincent M. Tobin
COL Michael E. Moody
Robert L. Portman
Robert ). Monetie
CW3 Thomas T, Struck
CW35 William C. Webb
CW4 Vitaly Khelemsky
Darryl Worley
COL Galen D. Rosher, Ret.
CW35 Gregory A. Rogers
CW35 Richard M. Fry
LTC L. Meil Thurgood
CW4 Michael ). Carpenter
COL Mason W, Thomal
CSM Keith D, Wilbur
{Bronze)
185G Steven K. Shafer
185G Remie ). Klicbert
156G Antheny Harmon
LTC Dennis A. Balitski
CW35 Andrew B, Meyer

LTC Robert M. Cumbie
MAJ Heather G. Hendrickson
Richard E. Eissner
COL Robert L. Johnson, Jr.
MSG Kevin J. Denkevitz
COL Charles G Coutteau
LTC Glen A, Rizzi
CSM Douglas Stark
CW4 George Kelly
MAJ Mark Aitken
CW3 Brian Beagle
CW3 Mike Cavaco

CW4 Steven Yatdowski

CW4 Adam F. Gore
CW3 Leif Mecly
CSM Frankie L. Woods
MAT Keith Barclay
CW3 Richard G Willis
CW4 James R. Booth
CW4 Jose A, Lupo
CW2 Lionel M. Finley
MSG Anthony Contreras
CW4 Michael J. Chickilly
MAJ Christopher J. Colacicco
Richard F. Hutson
LTC Aquiles C, Ramirez
Margaret [, White
CW4 Michael Polyak
CW4 Jim F. Harshiield
LTC William Bohman
CW35 Daniel Ward
MG Hae Pil Choi
CW3 Patrick M. Bohlken
CW3 Steve Nelson
MA) David B. Applegate
MAJ John Reynolds
BG Tac Man Lec
CPT Brent Nelson
CWS5 Morman Elmore
CW4 Tony Diatalevi
CW5 David Jones
SFC Mark Stone
CW4 Jeffrey Curd
CW4 Timothy Brands
CW4 John Mechan
CW5 Charles Grant
CW4 Stephen Combs
156G Kevin Taylor
C5M Mickey Haynes
150G Brian O Leary
CSM Vernon Elliont
156G Richard Harris
S8G Daniel Orr
LTC(P) Douglas Gabram
15G Curtis Jones
185G David MNall
15G M., Thomburg
CPT Michael Talbot
CPT Terence Bacon
LTC Gregory Petrik
CW4 Ricky Starr
MAJ Michae! Slocum
COL Michael Stammer
CPT Roderick 5. Duplin
CPT Lee Fennema
LTC Charles R. Spangler, Jr.
CW4 Robert B, Rainier
530 Stephen J. Crosby
MAJ Garret K. Messner
CW35 Richard T. Scrugham
CPT Dan Ostrowski
CPT John Sacia
CW4 Ed Collins
CW4 Scott Guidry
CWa Wiley Gustafson
CW4 Paul Stein
CW3 Gireg Ganz
CW3 Charlie Magness
153G Lee Blackledge
I15G John Bosley
15G Bradley Self

New AAAA Life Members
LTC Tildon K. Allen
MAJ Melvin R. Clawson
COL Morris W, Dugger, Ret.
LTC John Falls, Ret.

LTC Charles F. Fulton, Ret.
COL Roy W, Haney, Jr., Ret.
COL Charles . Harmon, Ret.

SFC Efrain Hemandez
CWa John F. Johnson
BG Arthur J. Junot, Ret,
LTC Philip E. Kaiser, Ret,
COL G Garrick Kelly
MAJ John W. Kiger, Ret.
Mr. Lewis O, King
CW4 Keith L. Langewisch
LTC Thomas E, Lasser
MAT Arthur K. Kinney, Jr., Ret.
LTC Daniel H. Marshall, Ret.
Mr. Robert McDaniel
CW3 Jess A. McGee
CW3S Walter Meriwether, Ret.
COL J. George Mikula, Ret.
LTC Homer T. Montgomery, Ret.
SGM Ivonne M. Morrison, Ret.
CWd Vicior M. Padilla
CW4 Dennis A, Ryan, Ret.
COL Johnnie L. Shepherd, Ret.
MAJ Stannus P, Orr
LTC Floyd 1. Tiemann, Ret.
COL Raymond 1. Tourtillot, Ret.
LTC Robert M. Ward, Ret.
MAJ Charles E. Winlges

New AAAA
Industry Members
AP Labs
Aspen Systems Ine.
Atlantis Systems America
Crestwood Technology Group CTG
Dallas Avionics, Inc.
Dynamic Control Inc,
Eagle Industries Unlimited, Inc,
Fire Protection Inc.

Joint Venture Yulisia and SES
Intermational Dev, & Resources
lowPa Waste Reduction Cenler

Lifewave NanoCommunications, LLC
Miltec Corporation
PartsBase, Inc.

Raydon Corporation
Redstone Technical Test Center
Scot Inc,

SURVICE Engineering
Synchronous Acrospace
WPI Intereonnect Products

In Memoriam
CW3 Maurice N. Boisvert, Ret.
MAJ Hugh M. Dimmery, Ret.
CW3 Thomas P. Gadomski, Ret.
Mr. James L. Lemos
LTC Lawrence J. Stone, Ret,
COL Oliver Wendell Walden, Ret.
CW4 Michael ). Novosel, Sr.
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Volunteer Chapter

CWS5 Richard T. Scrugham, right, is the first
person to receive an Order of St. Michael
medallion via AAAA's new Volunteer Chapter
in Tenn. Chapter President LTC Kris Durham
presented the Bronze award to Scrugham at
a chapter social and retirement awards pre-
sentation at the Army Aviation Support
Facility #1 in Smyrna on March 25.
Scrugham retired April 30 after 34 years in
the Tenn. Army National Guard, serving the
last 9 years as the Stale Aviation Safety
Officer at the Knoxville AASF #2.

Johnson Space Center

Astronaut and retired Army COL William S.
“Bill" MeArthur, Jr. received a special sur-
prise following his relinquishment of com-
mand of the International Space Station April
7. Army Astronaut Detachment Commander
COL Jeff Williams, assisted by AAAA
President BG (Ret) Tom Konitzer at the
Johnson Space Center 22 miles below, pre-
sented McArthur with the Gold award of the
Order of 5t. Michael in the IS5, McArthur,
who launched Sept. 30, 2005 to the IS5 as
the Expedition-12 commander and science
officer, significantly contributed to Army
Aviation over the past 31 years. Pictured
above the best are (I to r): Williams, Brazilian
astronaut Marcos Pontes, Russian IS8
Commander Pavel Vinogradov and Flight
Engineer Valery Tokarev, and McArthur with
the first weightless OSM.

NASA COURTESY PHOTO
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Savannah Chapter
The Bronze award of the Order of St
Michael was presented March 24 to MAJ
David J. Weis, left, and MAJ Andrew T
Watson during the Savannah Chapter's
quarterly membership meeting at Hunter
Army Airfield, Ga. Both majors are retiring
from active duty after 20 years of outstand-
ing service to the Aviation branch. Wels
recently returned from Opn. Iraqi Freedom
I, serving as the PAD for the 3rd Inf. Div.'s
Chbi. Avn. Bde. Watson's most recent jobs
included being the 3rd ID's liaison officer to
the 19th Special Forces Group, the ex. offi-
cer for the 3rd Sqdn., Tth Cav. Regt. during
OIF |, and as the CAB 54 logistics officer
during OIF lll. Pictured with Weis and
Watson is COL Ronald D. Tuggle, CAB com-
mander, who presented the OSM awards.

The Bronze award of the Order of St
Michael was presented to COL Christopher
G. Gallavan for 35 years of meritorious
wartime and peacetime aviation service
with the active Army and Army Reserve,
BG Joseph Smith, commander of the U.S.
Army Combat Readiness Center, presented
the OSM March 30 following Gallavan's
farewell golf tournament held at the Silver
Wings Golf Course, Forl Rucker, Ala.
Gallavan served as the depuly director of
Army Safety, heading up the Washington,
D.C. office for the past year bringing his
service with the CRC to 2.5 years out of the
past 3 years. The Armadillo Chapter mem-
ber is returning to civilian life as an Atlantic
Southeast Airfines pilot based cut of Salt
Lake City, Utah.

Sinai Chapter
Four members of the Aviation Company with the 1st Support Bn,, Multinational Force and
Observers in the Sinai in Egypt were inducted into the Order of St. Michael in December. The
Bronze award was presented to CW4 James Booth, CW4 Jose Lugo, CW3 Richard Willis and
CW2 Lionel Finley. The unit commander, MAJ Willlam Girard, made the presentations and
thanked the men for their many years of dedication, professionalism and service to Army
Aviation. Pictured here from left to right are Finley, Willis, Lugo and Booth,
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AIR ASSAULT CHAPTER
FORT CAMPBELL, KY
CW4 Hank R. Ballew, Ral.
CPT Andrew M. Beyer
CW2 Danny J. Clanton
CW4 John E. Crosby, Rel
LTC Danial H. Farley, Rel.
CW3 Merle D. Goodall
CSM Mickey Haynes

PFC Benfamin J. Hurley
CWS5 Ray E. Jacksan, Red.
br. Michael E. Mann

CW4 David L. Messarsmith
156G Brian M. O'Leary
CW2 Palrick K. O'Nell
CPT Corey V. Reeves
CW3 Ronald J. Rouse
SGT John 5. Ryan

CW2 Christophar M. Schiansker
W01 Geoffrey M. Smith
CPT Paler J. Song

CPT John 5. Woo

ALOHA CHAPTER
HONOLULLY, HI

550 Richard . Brock
SGT Jevamy B. Cover
CW2 Michael A. LeNeave
SGT Scobl E. Mitchell
AMERICA'S 15T COAST CHAR.
JACKSONVILLE, FL

CPT Alexander V. Harlamor
CW5 Karl Mader
ARMADILLO CHAPTER
CONROE, TX

CW4 Roy M, Bean

MAJ Charles W, Dusr

WO1 Denisa R. Sanders
COL Linda C. Shackelford
AVIATION CENTER CHAPTER
FORT RUCKER, AL

WO1 Brent M. Adams
WO Palrick M. Baker

2LT Ramon Bargalio

2LT Jaremy J. Barnard

Mr. Dan Baxler

Ms, Vicki Baxler

LT Kris J. Bergemann

M. Mariin E. Biough

LT Stephen D. Boda
356G Josa E. Bonel

COL Joseph 5. Bowen
WO Gregory D. Bums
CW3 Michael J. Campbell, Jr.
WO Thomas L. Cannon
W1 Chad C. Carpenler
2LT Daniel M, Cedillo

W01 Jeremy D. Collins
W01 Andrew M. Condon
W01 Adam S. Cox

WO1 Paul D. Crandall
WO1 Stephen M. Currier
M. Marc Daigle

WO Rober L. Dearman
COL Palrick N. Delavan, Ret.
W01 Jason M. Dickerson
WO Matihew J, Ding
WO1 Billy C. Dowe Il

W01 Eric C. Eberth

W01 Yong 5. Eo

WO Paud L. Galan

WO1 Lucas W, Gambeill
WO Jon M. Gardnar

T Jenniler E. Gamaworthy

W01 Marlin E. Glberl
AT Justin R. Goldman
AT Joshua J, Hailey
WO1 Andrew D. Harrizon
2T John 5. Harrisan
WO1 Matthew A. Harris
Mr. Michasl J. Harris
CPT Paul A Harmyman
CPT Derrick T. Hart

1505 Ralph W. Hawn

Ms. Linda K. Herrmann
WO1 Adam S, Hix

LT Brian J. Hoelscher
LT Eric M. Howck-Whitakar
W01 Jason A, Hubbard
LT Geoflrey D. Hulsey
WO Eddie J. Hulchinson
LT Robert M. Jandzio
WO1 Wesley A, Jenkins
W01 Kyle R Johnsan
WO1 Paul J. Jones

WO1 Paul A Jordan

Mr. Christopher M. Kelly
WO David M. Lanove
WO1 Anlhony J. Lech
WO1 Joshua R Les

2LT Luke A. Lindaman
WO1 Zachary M. Manhan
W01 Alexandria Masiak
Mr. Bryan D. McClendon
WO1 Patsick E. McKenna
W01 Joshua T. Mellor
WO1 James D, Menoher
M. Jamas L. Montogomerie
T Terry D, Mulls 11

LT Eric G. Mutchiar
WO William M. Myers
S50 Todd E. Mash

Mr. Robart W, Nalson
WO Aried Nunez

M. Ayo ©. Olanipakun
Mr. Daniel V. Oiverius
SGT Lisa A Ofiver

WO Danny A. Olmeda
LT John W. Pellinglon
WO Douglas C. Penn
Mr. Jamas M. Pruitt

LT Robert J. Puanba
W01 Rex 7. Raffelson
WO1 Chiis A. Ramirez
MAJ Henry T. Reagan
CW4 Ron 5. Reclor

WO1 Carey L. Rica

ZLT Nolan D, Roggenkamp
LT Ryan L. Rooks

W01 Bruce E. Safford
Mr. John Scannall

M~ Talmadge C. Sheppard
WO1 Gerald F. Smath, Il
Mr. David A, Sorensen
CWid Guillarmo Sato, Jr.
Mr. David E. Spamow, Sr.
Mr. Joseph W, St John Il
WO1 Timothy A. Symands
WO1 Rachel D. Taylor
WO Beian M. Thomason
WO Jason L. Todd

W01 Jeffrey P. Tomasedi
LTC James A. Towa, Rel
WO1 Curl A, Tucker

2LT Jonalhan A. Uvan
WO1 Cesar D. Urquiza
20T Azizi J, VanDelden

WO Henry F, Wallace, Jr.
WO Brent L. Wamer

WO Mabe Weber

WO Athena R, Weir

WO Sean M. Wells

2LT Jonathon J. Wesaly

WO Danied B. West

CW4 Chriglopher B, Wheatley
WO Eewin D, White

Mr. David E. Wiedemann
WO Dustin A Wiliams

CW2 James R, Willlamson
WO Todd D. Wolle

W01 Michael T. Young
BAVARIAN CHAPTER
HOHENFELS, GERMANY
MSG Timolhy R. Hoffer

BIG RED ONE CHAPTER
ANSBACH, GERMANY

M. David J. Bass

CW2 Slephen K. Frazes

CPT Richard W. Hartieldar Sr.
W5 Michasl Loats

CW2 Maciek M. Mankowskd
MAJ Anlhony A. Meador
BLACK KNIGHTS CHAPTER
WEST POINT, NY

COT Jonathan 0. Andrade
COT Tom L. Cal

COT Lukasz Derda

COT Brian C. Karholf

COT Jason M, Kowrach

COT Noah L. McQueen

COT Shana P, Sullivan
CAMP BONDSTEEL CHAPTER
CAMP BONDSTEEL, KOSOVOD
CW4 Michasel D. Garrelt
CEDAR RAPIDS CHAPTER
CEDAR RAPIDS, HOWA

Mr. Joo Bolick

Mr. Harold G, Tiedeman, Jr.
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER
ORLANDO, FL

Ms. Jill G. Ashby

MAJ Barry V. Brassard, Rel
Mr. Thomas D. Coffman

Mr. Steve Dalro

Mr. William W, Griswold

M. David H. Helsal

Ms. Roberta Myers

COL Emest J. Sylvesier
CAPT Michael K. Wilson
Me. Frank Wingat
COLONIAL VIRGINIA CHAPTER
FORT EUSTIS, VA

LTC Joseph A. Andarson
Mr. Emest E. Burcher

Me. Michaal M. Butler

Mr. Charles 3. Coclrell

Me. Tim Candon

Mrs. Mia C. Copeland

Mr. Eric W. Cruz

M. Torrey A, Deas

Mr. Paul T. Doran

CW5 Douglas C. Dunham, Rel.
CW2 James M., Jones, Ret.
536 Joseph M. Liverar

Mr. Steven H. Myer

Mr. Richard L. Noble

586 Viclor H. Sefrano

M. Donald A, Skrinjorich
CW5 David R. Sweeney, Rel.
LTC Wiliam B. Sweenay, Rel
Mr. John Viacu

SFC Patricia A Wahl

M. Allen D. Walker
CONNECTICUT CHAPTER
STRATFORD, CT

Mr, Scolt Ashion

M. Bennetl Croswell

Me. Thomas Dannenholfier
Mr. Michael J. Fedor

M. Richard F. Krach

Ms. Chrisling M. Kudravy
CW4 Dana Ravenbeng

M, John 5. Staskn, Jr,

M, Charles Wojtynik
CORPUS CHRISTI CHAPTER
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX

M. Thomas W, Alexander
Dr. Kenneth McKellar

M. John H. Parker

M, Jack G, Ryder
DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER
PHILADELPHIA, PA

M, Denny J. Cho

Ms, Patricia DuBois

WO William F. Mowers

M, Richard C. Robinson

M. Gregory C. Smith
EDWIN A LINK MEMORIAL CHAR
BINGHAMTON NY AREA
Ms. Batty L. Billings

CW4 Mark W, Stuart, Ret.
M, Rick [, Vannoss

EMBRY RIDDLE EAGLE
DAYTOMA BEACH, FL

Mr. Brian Hunt

COT Jerome A. Redtano

COT Andrew W. Schwilk
FLYING TIGERS CHAPTER
FORT KNOX, KY

CW4 Robert A. Caprara

M. Arthur E. Eirschmann
FRONTIER ARMY CHAPTER
FORT LEAVENWORTH, K5
CPT Richard M. Afkinson
Ms. Mary Bath Griffin

M, Gregory J. Hatale

Mr, Brian E. Railly

M. Turner B. Thacksion IV
GREATER ATLANTA CHAPTER
ATLANTA, GA

M. Michael E. Bulkley

M. Katan B, Desai

My, Dade T. Dew

CWS5 Jim Donadini, Ret.

Mr. Kris A, Jones

LTC Mechael J. Knipped

LTC James A, MacMillan
MAJ John H. McMahan

M, Gaorge H. Meeker

M. Mary Gayle Wright
GREATER CHICAGO AREA CHAP|
CHICAGO, IL

M. Dave Eisanschrmiad

Mr. John Fair

M. Bob LaFrance

M. Everatl H. Pralt, Jr.

M. Joseph R Sulvan

LTC Paul H. Surry

HIGH DESERT CHAPTER
FORT IRWIN, CA

LTC Emest P. Marcone

HUDSON-MOHAWK CHAPTER
ALBANY, NY

LT David Flinton, USAF
IRCN MIKE CHAPTER
FORT BRAGG, NC

MAJ Benjamin 3. Bahogue
LT Candica Burgos

SFC James F. Cook

MSG Ronald 5. Crankshaw
CW4 David W, Curfis

LTC Kevin J. Fowler

PFC Andrew B. Hernandez
MAJ Chaffey H. Johnson
MAJ Slephanie Means

LTC Marc D. Moguin

LTC Frank M. Muth

S56 John R. Myers, Il

MAJ T, B. Ninness

CW3 John T. Wilson

1LT Kewin C. Wiman

JACK H. DIBRELLAALAMO!
FORT SAM HOUSTON, TX
CW2 Scoft A. Quaile

JIMMY DOOLITTLE CHAPTER
COLUMBIA, 5C

CW3 James L Ayers

M. Eric M,

KEYSTOMNE CHAPTER
INDIANTOWN GAP, PA
SFC Travis K. Fouman

536 John E. Germani

156G Nicholas 5, Gilliland
SFC Lee R. Goozdich, Ral.
18G James E. Kilbert
LINDEBERGH CHAPTER

ST. LOUIS, MO

Mr. John Carver

Mr. Eric D. Downing
MACARTHUR CHAPTER
NEW YORKIL.L AREA, NY
Ms. Kale Rololo

Mr. Joe Santora

Mr, John Szaglin
MAGNOLIA CHAPTER
JACHSON, M3

Mr. Gary T. Barmon

CPT James A, Mils

Mr. Shana Scheib

2LT William P. Van Dalsarm
MICHIGAN GREAT LAKES CHAP.
GRAND LEDGE, MICHIGAN
Mr. Aaron A, Guelzo

LTC David C. Wood
MID-AMERICA CHAPTER
FORT RILEY, KS

CW4 Russell Stark
MINUTEMAN CHAPTER
WESTOVER AFB, MA

SFC Kevin L. Redden
MONMOUTH CHAPTER
FORT MONMOUTH, NJ

Mr. Martin G. Butbery

Mr. Peler 5. Fakhry

LTC Scolt Nelson

CPT Bruce Rodriguez

Mr. Edward R. Slephenson
MORNING CALM CHAPTER
SEOUL, KOREA

LTC Lonnie G. Hibbard

CPT Kalrina G. Lewison
186G Jimmy E. O'Blyanl, Ral.
CPT Joel C. Prather
MOUNT RAINIER CHAPTER
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FORT LEWIS, WA

SGT Meagan L.
NARRAGANSETT BAY CHAR.
M. KINGSTOWN, Ri

CW4 Jay E. Burke

SGT Ralaal Orliz

SPC Rebeca E. Savinon

SGT James M. Sherman
NORTH COUNTRY CHAPTER
FORT DRUM, NY

C\W4 Richard E. Amold

Mr. Daniel J. DeGirolamo
MORTH TEXAS CHAPTER
DALLASIFORT WORTH

CW2 Jimmy D. Booker

CW3 Kirk A Invine

Mr. Mail K. Pelarsan

Mr. Jim Steed

NORTHERM LIGHTS CHAPTER
FT. WAINWRIGHT/FAIRBANKS AK
SFC Glann W. Meder

CW5 Roger B, Slickney
OLD TUCSON CHAPTER
MARANA, AZ

Mr. James E. Perry

SFC Raymer L. Shaw
OREGON TRAIL CHAPTER
SALEM, OREGON

Me. Michan| A, Fahey

Mr. Zach C. Lynch

Mr. Tirn E. McAlbin
PHANTOM CORPS CHAFTER
FORT HOOD, TX

MAJ Mikasl R. Azh

SGM Ronald W. Dvorsky, Jr.
Me. Alen L. Edwards

LTC David M, Fea

LTC Jay . Grealey

CW3 Lowsll F. Jones 1l

LTC Roy K. Lembke

PIKES PEAK CHAPTER
FORT CARSON, CO

LTC Roger H. Boahnke, Rel.
CAWd Kaith C, Davis, Rat,
MAJ Wayne A, Gilstrap

Mr. William B. Graves

MAJ Ress F. Nelson

CW4 John 5. Parker

Mr. Keith M. Siuda

MAJ Cheistopher B. Thrash
MAJ Vincent H, Torza

CSM Stephen B. Waller, Sr.
CWa Deenik J. Willis

RAGIN' CAJUN CHAPTER
FORT POLK, LA

LT Ronald 0. Lewis

RHINE VALLEY CHAPTER
HEIDELBERG, GERMANY
MAJ Judd E. Reynolds

RIO GRANDE CHAPTER
EL PASO, TX

CWZ Lance J. Stewart
RISING SUN CHAPTER
CAMP ZAMA, JAPAN

MAJ Darren M. Flowers
SAVANNAH CHAPTER

FT STEWART/HUNTER AAF, GA
CPT Josaph W, Bishop
CW3 Gregory A, Ganz

CW2 Joshua 5. Kinner
CW2 Michael G. Lemba
CW3 Charfie F. Magness

CPT John T. Sacia
C5M Lucio Vandevoorde
CW2 Joseph D. Walker

CW?2 Josaph D, Walker
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAP.
LOS ANGELES, CA

CW4 Rolando Carpio

LTC Anthony H. DeMoalina
Mr. Tim Gervais

Mr. John K. McKebvey
M~ Michael B, Mulins, USMC
Mr. David J. Pemnas

Mr. Michael G. Pollack

Mr, Charas T. Russo

SGT John R, Thurbes

Mr. Gary Van Valkenburgh
LTC Myles T. Williams
TAUNUS CHAPTER
WIESBADEN, GERMANY
LTC Richard C. Muschek
TENMESSEE VALLEY CHAPTER
HUNTSVILLE, AL

Mr. Charfas H. Allen

Ms, Mary E. Beasley

M. Raychon Bells

LTC Robert J. Black, Rel
Mr, Jack Blood

Mr. Todd M. Boyd

M, Lea M, Bumbicka

Mr. Chasles B. Burgess
M. Randal B. Bumett

Mr. John P, Caraway

Dr. Tarance F. Carlson

M, James W, Cartar

Ms. Amy L. Cassibry

Ms. Palricia M. Chomskis
Mr. Russall Chun

Ms. Amanda M. Clark

Mrs Lisa K. Clark

Mr. Thomas B, Clark

Mr. Walter G. Clarke, [V
Mr, William A. Calsan

Mr, Steve Cope

Ms. Jennifer A, Craig

M, Charbas M. Crockar, J.
M, Buord Cruicher

LTC Jarry M. Darmall Jr Ret.
M, Soolt J. Dennis

Mrs, Amber L. Donald

M. Chad B, Donald

M, Kerry M. Doughty

Mr, Lea C. Drake

Mr. James B. Johnson
Mr. Emest J. Jones

Mr. Robert Kentner

Ms. Cathy M, Knipe

Mr. Garaéd LaDuc

Mr. Ronald 5. Legawik
Mr. Rob Lueck

Ms. Oksana A. Mandybur
Mr. Jody A, Maxwel
CWS Babby MeCuaid

Mr. William M. Monow
Mr. James (Cralg) Maudain
Mr. Patrick S, CLinger
Mr. Jonathan W, Csbome
Mr. Rodney O. Pennywell
Mr. James Periial

Mr. Michael R, Pillstury
Mr. William L. Polis

Mr. Bryan Pourche

Mr. Deflef W. Presser

Me. Michasl 5. Ray

Mr. Charles J, Reading
COL Theenas M. Reaves, Ret.
Mr. Thomas V. Ress

Mr. David M. Robie

Mr. Randy L. Robinsan
Mr. David L. Routh

CW3 Joe A. Sanchez
Ms. Stephania Shows
Mr. William Silvey

Mir. Stanley J, Souvenic
Mr. Lee Stucker

Mr. John W, Sulivan

Ms. Kimberly W, Taylor
Mr. Machael J, Trousdel
Mr. James S, Whang

Mr. William E. Wilkinzon Il
COL Walter & Williams, Ret.
CSM Ricky P. Yales

Mr. James Zimmesman
VOLUNTEER CHAPTER
SMYRNA, TH

S50 Juan A Amaro
CWd Jim Brewer

S5 Michael J. Ceballos
SGT Charles E. Craig, Jr.
5565 Richard 8. Crosson
Mr. Mathan J. Curland
SFC Billy D. Davenpost
CW4 Phillip R. Evans

SGT Josaph C. Hawes
Ms. Melissa A. Hemming
18G Damell A. Henry
Mr. William 5. Marquez
COL Matlt D. McKnight
SGT Rick D. Millar

SPC Jennifer L. Mills
SGT Chares J.

LT Mark D. Phillips
LTC H. Kenl Russ, Ral
CSM William L. Sanford
MSG David B. Shinn
CW3 David L. Smith

Mr. Kenneth W, Spivey
S5G Edward G, Streat
SGT Anlonio L, Thompsan
S5G Meil B. Uish

M. Tom Wiese

S5G David R. Yales
WASHINGTON-POTOMAC CHAP.
WASHINGTON, DC
MAJ John C. Andrews

COL William R. Autiman, Red.
M, Brian Barr

SGT Richard 5. Bell

CPT Richard J. Block

e, Michae! J. Chandier

CPT Paul C. Dandal

W, Andrew W, Pogany

M, Mohamamad M. Rahman

Mr, Jamas R. Rivera

Ms, Mawra A. Rudy

Mr. George R Schwind

s, Wayna S, Simoni

M. Mark T. Smith

Mr, Ging 5. Spescia

M. James R. Slorey

LTC Wisiam F. Tanner, Ret,
CW4 Jamie Tardif

M. Michael J. Welfare

My, Chick Wilson

LTC Steven F. Woll

M, Richard A. Wright

Ms. Katherine R. Zdon
WESTERN NEW YORK CHAP.
ROCHESTER, NY

CW4 Michael L, Zanghi
WILLIAM C. MOOG MEMORIAL
GREATER BUFFALO, NY
CPT Michael F. Chamiay

M. Robast M. Conliar, Jr.

Ms. Emily R. Jansson

SPC Conrad A. Laver
WINGED WARRIORS CHAFTER
SOTO CANO AB, HONDURAS
PFC Jami A, Salanding

WINGS OF VICTORY CHAPTER
GIEBELSTADT, GERMANY
150G James R, Adriance

CPT Dravid Alsxandes

MAJ Scolt M. Halter

CPT Nathan A. Rieded

18G David M. Wagnor
WRIGHT BROTHERS CHAPTER
COLUMBUS, QHIO

Mr, George R, Cozzens

Mr. Ronald M. Daxter

Mr. Nicholas J. Gersiner

Mr. Aaron Hanking

CDT Claudia L. Keen
MEMBERS WITHOUT
CHAPTER AFFILIATION

Mr. Gabriel Ayala

556 Gens E. Belis

Ms. Baverley K. Barding

Ms. Suzanne E. Birdsong
CEM Ira V. Blueford

CW4 Roy E. Brown

MAJ William R. Brown

Mr. Frank R. Brownsdon
BG Robert G. Carmichael, Jr.
COT Beau G, Camoll

Mr. Peler Cols

Mr. Philip A. DeRosier

Ms. Karen L. Doshrel

COL Roger L. Duckworth, Ret.
Mr. Tormn Duke

CW2 Jimmy L. Edginglon
Mr. Evangelos Effyvoulidis
Mr. Rioberi A, Fatinsky
CPT Todd A. FRzpatrick

Mr. Jim Franciscavich

MAJ Stephane Gagna

CPT Ken Giiam, Rel

M. Barry G, Green

CW3 Joseph M. Gregory, Ret.
M) Richard G. Haggerty
W01 David P. Handshue
Mr. Simon Hare, Sr.

LTC Jefirey B. Henderson
Mr. Steve Hesrlingar

CWS5 Edmund W. Hubard, Rel.
COL David Husband, Rel.
Mr. Harry Jacobs

Ms. Justine Johnson

Mr. Frank Kirschling

Mr. Jchn LaFiura

PFC Elizapeta S. Lam Sam
Ms. Elizabeth Larson

Mr. Jason Long

Mr. Gary Macro

Mr. Bruce E. Marshall

Mr. Charles Mclvor

LCol Serge Mongean

PFC Ricky L. Nefson

Mr. Dimitri A. Natelbeek
SGT William R. Mewman
Mr. Angelo H. Nichols
Mr. A H, Michols

Mr. Harry Nichols

Mr. Greg Ozog

SFC Branda M. Randles
MAJ Timathy J. Ressl

SFC Douglas Sample

Mr. Steven D. Thieman
SGT Cheistcpher Thomas
LT Russzall \W. Tidabeck
Wr. Jefirey P. Tilbury

Ms. Sarah E. Timms
LiCol Peter Vian Dan Broucke
CW5 Thomas E. Walker
M. Frank Warchol

Ms, Mary Belh Weaver
M. Robert Wenns

M. Dane P. Winchasber
Mr, Williarm M. Wright

M. Ronald Wysk

COL Dana R. Yetton

M. Mingyu Yu
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Upcoming Events

SJULY 2006
aJuly 2-6 VHPA 23rd Nat. Annual Reunion, Washington, DC

o July 22  AAAA Scholarship Selection Committee Meeting,
NGRC, Arington, VA

SEPTEMIBER 2006
o Sep 16-18 NGAUS 128th General Conference, Albuguerque, NM

aSep 18-21 ASE Symposium, Atlantic City, NJ

OCTOBER 2006
@Oct 9-11  AUSA Annual Meeting, Washington Convention Cir,, DC

@ Oct 9 AAAA Scholarship Board of Governors Meeting,
Washington Convenlion Center, DC
@ 0ct 9 AAAA National Execulive Board Meeling,

Washington Convenlion Center, DC

QOct 24-27 AHSIAAAA Helicopter Military Operations
Technology (HELMOT) Specialisis’ Meeting XI,
Williamsburg, VA

DECEMVIBER
aDec 11-13 AAAA UAS Symposium, Crystal Galeway Marriott,
Arlington, VA

ARMYAVIATION

Upcoming Special Focus:

B Simulation - PEO Simulation, Training
& Instrumentation Update - Directorate of
Simulations Update

B Training - 15t Aviation Brigade Training
Update - DOTD Master Gunner Update -
Army Aviation Branch Update

Contact: Boby Lachowski
Advertising Direct
Tel: {203] 268-2950 x131
E-mail: bob@quad-a.org

Notice: Anyone who served with MAJLTC Howard K.
Hostler, now deceased, during his two tours in Vietnam is
requested to contact Dwight Lorenz at lorassoci@omunet or
(623) 444-2438.

iron Mike Chapter

The IM Chapter held its first “Chili 5K" event March 18 at Fort Bragg,
N.C., capitalizing on the successes of the Aviation Center Chapter’s
annual chili cook-off and 5K road race. Several hundred runners par-
ticipated in the race and six chili teams competed in the cook-off. The
winning chili team was from Co. C, 2nd Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt. Pictured
here (1 to r) delivering their “Intensive Care" chili to the judging panel
are: 3PC Nicholas Summers; Dr. (CPT) Gary Means, flight surgeon;
S5G Steven Perez and PFC Matthew Townzen, all medical Soldiers
from HHC, 2-82nd Avn.; seated in red headband is WO1 Paul Brown,
food service tech.

B

Powell Dedication at Warrior Hall

Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC) held a dedication cer-
emaony March 17 at Warrior Hall in Daleville, Ala., to honor the
late retired COL William “Bill” Powell, a pioneer in the trans-
formation of Army aviation to Flight School XXI. Before a large
gathering of Powell's family, friends and colleagues, a bronze
plague with his likeness and biography was mounted onto the
first FSXXI Advanced Aircraft Virtual Simulator. Powell, who
served as the director of Army marketing for Link Simulation
Training (L3), perished in an airplane crash west of Decatur,
Ala., last August 6. The plague’s inscription reads “Dedicated
to the memory of COL (Ret) William “Bill" Powell. Outstanding
soldier, dedicated leader, superb trainer, master aviator and
friend. 13 Feb. 1948 — 6 Aug. 2005. He will be remembered as
a man of conviction, innovation and a pioneer in the transfor-
mation of Army Aviation to Flight School XX1." Pictured next
to the dedication plague are Manda Green, left, and Mrs. Trish
Powell, Powell's sister and widow.
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Hall of Fame Y

The Army Aviation Hall of Fame sponsared by the Army Aviation Association of America,
recognizes those individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to Army aviation.
The actual Hall of Fame is located. in the Army Aviation Museum, Fort Rucker, Ala., where

the portraits of the inductees and the citations recording their achievements are retained

Jor posterity, Each month Avmy Aviation Magazine will highlight a member of the Hall of

Fame. The next triennial induction will occur in the spring of 2007,
Contact the AAAA National Office for details at (203) 265-24510) |

Command Sergeant Major Lawrence E. Kennedy '
Army Aviation Hall of Fame 1977 Induction

CSM Lawrence E. Kennedy served as sergeant major of several developmental avia-
tion units. In those and other positions, he was a champion of the Army s enlisted
Aviation Soldiers.

Kennedy was stationed at Fort Benning, Ga. during the forming of the 11th Air
Assault Division in 1963-64 (later to become the 1st Air Cavalry Div.), serving as the
command sergeant major of the 3rd Squadron, 17th Cav. Regiment. He would later
deploy from there to Vietnam with the 1st Sqdn., 9th Cav. Regt. of the 1st Air Cav, Div.

When the 1st Avn. Brigade was organized in the Republic of Vietnam, Kennedy was
assigned to it as the unit s command sergeant major. He returned to the states and Fort
Benning in 1966 and served as the command sergeant major of the Infantry School.
During that assignment, and his next one in Germany as CSM of the 3rd Inf. Div., many
of the soldiers Kennedy was responsible for were engaged
in air mobility programs.

He returned in 1969 to Vietnam to serve a year as the
CSM of the 1st Cav. Div. (Airmobile). This was followed by
his next assignment involving aviation projects at Fort
Hood, Texas, where he served as CSM of the Il Corps. In
his final assignment, Kennedy was the CSM of the Fifth
U.S. Army, headquartered at Fort Sheridan, Ill., in which
many reserve aviation units were under his supervision.

The value of CSM Kennedy s service to the Army and
particularly to Army Aviation is measured by the four
Legions of Merit and the 34 Air Medals he wears.

Command Sergeant Major Kennedy retired from active
duty at Fort Sam Houston, Texas in June 1975.

e
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GMNS

Joint Cargo Aircraft

Program eqmrements

%%ﬂft% iy : X
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v e g '%',\h DA Spartan| Competition
| Self-deployable, pressurized, multi-purpose cargo aircraft v ?
;: Pauluad requirements: 463L pallets o ?
y CDS bundles / ?
Troops v/ ?

A Daw’Hught Adverse weather, IFR/VFR A L
N air speed regquirement: 300 KTAS 4 ?
-4 wission radius: 600 NN v ?

e l]_perata from short unimproved runways such as sod, clay and gravel| ? 3
Must communicate with civil agencies | 4 ?
Rapid reconfiguration: Pallets to Troops to MEDEVAC v/ ?
SEriil.rahIB: Integrated ASE EEi'lE plus numerous redundant systems Iy ?
State of the art tactical communications and navigation avionics v ?
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GLOBAL MILITARY
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS

WWWC-27.C0M

A JOINT VENTURE BETWEEN S Alenla

A FENMECCANITA COMPANY

. The C-27J Spartan will play a key role in providing respuns{ive aqr:al sustainment and”
critical resupply support fnr#the maneiwer [ﬂrna.lu maintain ueeriilnn&l

mome HIIJ m.
el ol

GMAS & the C-27 Spartan: The Best \Ialue and ﬂnly Mllllarv ﬂff -The-Shelf Sulutmn
fur the Juml Cargu Alrt:raf! b
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