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Briefinos

LATE-BREAKING NEWS ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTES

Nation Begins Medal of Honor Day

Congress has designaled March 25 as National Medal of Honor Day. The dale was
chosen to commemorate the first Medal of Honor presented in 1863. “The courage
and leadership of the men and women who are honored on this day represent the
highest ideals in military service and each of them has set a fine example of what it
means to be a fine American.” said President George Bush in a written statement.
Since that presentation over 14 decades ago, 3,444 service members have received
the nation's highest military honor for courage. Although not a federal holiday, the day
will be celebrated in much the same manner as Armed Forces Day and Flag Day.
Today there are 112 living recipients.

Flying “Sky Soldiers” Recruit for Army

The Army Aviation Heritage Foundation has partnered with the U.3, Army to help
with recruiting efforts by forming the ULS. Army Sky Soldiers aerial demonstration
team. The Sky Soldlers fly a 20-minute performance with four restored AH-1F Cobra
aitack helicopters painted in the black and gold theme colors of the Army. The
Hampton, Ga. (south of Atlanta) based precision flight team will perform at air shows
to generate interest in the Army. A recruiting team accompanies the Sky Soldier
demanstrations and answers questions on Army service and opporiunities in today’s
Army. Upcoming performances are scheduled at air shows in these cities: June 15-
17 Pittsburgh, Pa.; July 13-15 Milwaukee, Wis.; July 20-22 Selfridge ARB, Mich.; Aug.
24-26 Indianapolis, Ind.; Aug. 31-Sep 3 Cleveland, Ohio.

UAS Operators Eligible for Aviation Awards

The Army recently announced a policy change in March conceming military awards
for aviation Soldiers working in the unmanned aircraft systems career fields. MNow
UAS Soldiers are eligible for award of Aviation Badges, as well as the Air Medal and
the Distinguished Flying Cross. The policy change will be reflected in the next revi-
sion of Army Regulation 600-8-22. The Aviation Proponency Office at Fort Rucker,
Ala. is in the process of releasing guidance and requirements for award of Aviation
Badges to the field, and criteria for the award of madals,

145th and 242nd Hold Reunions at Rucker

The “Muleskinners" of the 242nd Aslt. Spl. Hel. Co. will hold their 4th reunion at Fort
Rucker, Ala. in conjunction with 145th Cht. Avn. Bn. (Vietnam) Association's reunion,
June 21-24. For more information, wvisil either the 145th websile at
www. T45theab.com or conlact Roger Montgomery al RogerRamjel242@aol.com,
call (281) 288-4152, or visilt online hilp:4groups.msn.com/Muleskinners.

2008 Hall of Fame Nominations Open
Deadline June 195, 2007

In a change of policy, the Army Aviation
Hall of Fame inductions will now take
place every year instead of tri-annuallyl

The deadline for receipt of nominations for the
2008 induction is June 15, 2007,

The Truslees are especially interested in
nominalions of lower ranking personnel who
participated in Desert Storm, Enduring
Freedom, Iragi Freedom, and the Global War
On Terrorism,

Contact Janis Arena, 1-800-722-ARMY ext 132;
email Janis@quad-a.ong, or visit the AAAA
web site: www.quad-a.org
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Mobility Systems

AAR's Expandable ISO shelter for forward field support with onboard generator and
US/European power distribution; dual ECUs; six workstations with power, phone,
Internet; signal cabling, equipment racks, cabinets, etc.

On Display at AAR’s Booth #1448 are:

Expandable Small Air Mobile Shelter (at left)
High Security Container (below)

AAR products are also on display at:
Kipper Tool, Booth #716

AAR's mobile tactical shelters:
* Move by air/helo, truck, rail, or sea
+ Speed mobilization and deployment
* Minimize set-up and pack-up time
« Simplify airlift requirements
+ Enhance unit maneuverability
+ Reduce logistic support requirements

AAR - Total Mobility Systems

Rapid Deployment Equipment 800-355-2015 » m.ﬂﬂrmohi"myﬁtem&cﬂm Total Asset Visibility

Encampment & Expeditionary Systems Supply Chain Management
Mobile Communication Centers Performance Based Logistics



AAAA President’s Cockpit

Annual Report

ongratulations to the Army
Aviation  Association of

America for 50 years of serv-
ing the U.5. Army Aviation commu-
nity. This convention is time to cele-
brate this milestone, recognize our
founders, and thank all those who
contributed to the growth of this great
organization.

Welcome to all the atlendees to
what has turned out to be the biggest
and best AAAA Convention ever; with
over 3,000 hotel rooms sold, over
250,000 square feet of exhibit hall
space including almost 300 companies
and government activities, and the
largest pre-registration in our history.

Az 1 close out my two years as your
president, I would like to provide your
Annual Report that traditionally has
been briefed at the membership lun-
cheon during the convention. Unfortun-
ately, only those present hear and see it,
Providing it in print not only saves
time for attendees to not have to hear it,
but also provides the greater member-
ship the opportunity to read what has
been happening in your organization,

Prior to my assuming office in
April 2005, Harry Bendorf, chairman
of the Strategic Planning Committee,
assisted me in defining the elements
of a strategic roadmap that included a
renewed purpose statement, as well as
poals and objectives lo chart the
course for the next few years. 1 will
use the “Goals” as a framework 1o
share with you what we (the National
Group, Board and Office) have been
doing to meet them.

Purpose

The Army Aviation Association of
America is the only not-for-profit
organization dedicated to “Supporting
the United States Army Aviation
Soldier and Family.”

Thiz purpose statement  has
become the touchstone for MNational
and Chapter decisions and actions
before any resources are committed.

The metric we use to judge the
effectiveness of our decisions and
actions is based upon the answer o
the guestion: “How does this relate to
supporting the U.S. Army Aviation
Soldier and Family?”

ARMY AVIATION

Goal 1: ARAR will be an Hdvocate
which supports the 1.5, Rrmy
Aviation Soldier and Family.

This capstone goal is intended to
support our diverse constituency
which includes active duty, reserve
component, civilian, industry, retired,
federal, state and local government
officials, affiliated organizations, and
just friends of Army Aviation,

Although AAAA is not registered
to lobby, we take full advantage to
provide educational opportunitics
through ARMY AVIATION Magazine,
the Senior Executive Associates pro-
gram, the Secretary of Defense and
Secretary of the Army Veteran
Service Organization (V50) meet-
ings, The Military Coalition (TMC),
and chapter briefings which serve to
communicate Army Aviation issues.

We also enhance advocacy by rec-
ognizing the accomplishments of
Aviation Soldiers, civilians and fami-
lies through our numerous awards
programs, as well as the ITall of Fame
inductions.

There is still more that needs to be
done to increase awarcness both
within and outside our organization
on what the AAAA can do for the
Soldier and family.

Thus, we have established a
Strategic Communications and Public
Relations Committee with Lou
Hennies as the chair.

This team is developing an action
plan that will define how to tell our
story better.

Goal 2: Provide resources
(financial & other) to ARAR
Chapters, Military Organizations
and Individuals fo supl‘l::t L.S. Army
Rviation Soldiers and Families.

The major source of funds for the
organization is generated through the
generosity of our industry partners in
the form of purchased booth space at
the conventions and symposia.

Membership fees, as I will explain
later, do not cover much.

In 2006, our net revenue grew to
over $800,000, resulting in  the
Emergency Fund being increased by
$290,000 to its current $845,000 level,

Support to Chapter requests since

L]

our last convention
has been over
590,000, and we
funded $230,000 for
in-cycle requests,

We operate on a
planning and budgeting cycle where
funding for requests over $5,000 are
submitted to the Board prior to the
spring meeling and approved in our
fall meeting.

This year’s list included contribu-
tions to the Scholarship Foundation,
the Army Aviation Museum, the
Wings of Liberty Museum, the
Historical Foundation, the 50th
Anniversary Committee, to Arlington
Mational Cemetery, the Heritage
Foundation, and to our Crew Member
Wings program. We are well on our
way to setting a new record in 2007.

Your Mational Executive Group
(President, Senior V.P. and Secretary-
Treasurer along with the Sirategic
Planning Committee Chair and
Executive Director) have telephoni-
cally conferred every two weeks for
the past two years, sometimes daily,
to take action on requests.

Chapters only need to ask as long
as their request meets the guidelines
of supporting the Army Aviation
Soldier and Family.

Goal 3: Provide forums for the
Hrmy Community fo intexface on
Hrmy HAviation related topics.

The best forums take place at the
grass roots level and I am impressed
with the list of Professional Sessions
that the Chapters host throughout the
year. Keep up the good work.

The Annual Convention Commit-
tee works hard with the support of the
Total Army to provide a robust
Professional Agenda and this year is
no exception.

Throughout the year the AAAA
National hosts the Aircraft Surviv-
ability Symposium and Unmanned
Aerial Systems Symposium and the
Tennessee Valley Chapter hosts the
Joseph P. Cribbins Aviation Product
Symposium,

Mext year AAAA National will host
a Science and Technology Symposium

Comlinued on page 96
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Our Sincere Appreciation
to All of AAAA’s
50th Anniversary Sponsors!

AAl SPONESORSHIP
AIC [A Subsidiary of MTC Technologies, Inc.) Brgliniie Hiaiiy
BAE Systems LEVELS
Bell Helicopter, Textron Inc.
EADSE MNorth America
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. Flatinum
L-2 Vertex [Army Fleet Support & Contract Field Teams) i
Marthrop Grumman Corp. S10.000
Pratt & Whitnay
Sikorsky Aviation
VT Miltope A
Westar Aerospace & Oefense Group, Inc, Gold

7,500

Meggitt DEfEHEE Systems
ggﬁurkwall PD”IﬁS =
Sitver
; $5,000
Air Methods Corp., Products Division
Contract Fabrication & Design [CFD)
ITT Electronic Systems SR
LS| Lear Siegler Services, Inc. Bropze
Hﬂ‘él'-hﬂﬂl'l Company $9 500
gbertson Aviation A
Telephonics Corporation
Purdy Corporation
- Sponsor
: £1.000
Armor Holdings Aerospace & Defense Group
The C-27J Spartan Team
Cessna Aircraft Compan i
FlightSafety Internationa Contributor
Kaman Aerospace Corporation Lok
Link Toals Up to $9499
Millennium Systems Services, Inc.
Rolls Royce MNorth America
Turbomeca USA

AsAL Central Florida Chapter GE Aircraft Engines
AAAL Monmouth Chapter LifeWave ManoCommunications, LLC
AAAA Morning Calm Chapter Logistics ManEEamBnb Engineering, Inc.

ALAA Phantom Corps Chapter Inc.)
AEPCO LDr‘d Corporation
Avian, Inc. HRaydan Corporation
Bell Aerospace Services Inc. Robinson Aviation [RVA], Inc
EomEnsite Technology, Inc. S3
LIR Systems, Inc. SRS Technologies

AAAA Greater Atlanta Chapter
AAAA Lindbergh Chapter
ALAA Volunteer Chapter
AdAL Washington-Potomac Chapter
Defence Helicopter-The Shephard Press
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No matter where you fly, you need AFS.

AFS leads the industry with high-performance engine Inlet Barrier Filtration systems for commer-
ciol and military propulsion systems. Commercial systems include Bell 205, 2068, 2061-1/3/4,
ond 407, MDHI MD 500, Eurocopter AS350, ond AgustaWestland A119 helicopters. Military
systems include OH-58A/C/D Kiowa, UH-1H Huey, AH/MH-6J/M Little Bird, UH-60 Black
Hawk, AH-64 Apache, and CH-47 Chinook. Development systems include Eurocopter EC-130,
MDHI 900/902, Bell 212/412/429 and ARH-70A Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter.

From the deserts of Iraq to the forests of California, AFS systems are protecting engines, enhanc-
ing performance, reducing costs, and helping operators do what they do best.

Insist on an AFS filter. Install before flight.

EROSPAC

E
TLT RS T
YETE INC,
o e

AEROSPACE FILTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. 6363005200  fox 6383005205  www.AFSfilters.com .
A Donaldsen Company




THE WHITE HOUSE

WARHILNGTUN

March 15, 2007

I send grestings fo those celebrating the 50th anniversary of the Army
Avialion Associalion of America,

Since o carliest days of Night, Anmy avisiors have nnswered the call
of duly tn protect our country and preserve the ideals that define our
Mation. For five decades, the AAAA has helped mect the needs of the
Army Aviation commumty, encouraged professional development for
aviators, and hanored their achicvements and ecrifices in the skies
above, These dedicated efforts help suppod the Ammy Avistion soldiens
whe serve & eritical role in our effosts to secure peace and advance
liberty amund (he globe,

1 appreciate ihe AAAA for your commitment io the men and women of
Army Avintion. Your work supperts our Mation's heroes and contributes
to the great strength of our Armed Forces.

Laura and | send our best wishes, May God bless you, may God bless
our roops, and may God bless America,

22—

FROM THE CHIEF OF STAFF, LIS, ARMY

Ceongralutations on the S0th anniversary of the Army Aviation
Association of America (AAAA)

Yoaur organization's contributions to the United States Army
arn significent and apprecialed. As This londg war confinues,
Adnh's contribulions are becoming even more important.

Az you gather in Atlanta lo renew friendships and remember
thase absent and fallean comradas, please know ihal | appreciate

your past and presenl Soevice,

Thank you for your confimeed supporn and bave o goeat Bmg al
the event.

Sincerely,

Pater J. Schoomaker
Generad, United Stales Army

CONGRATULATIONS

o0th Anniversary
of AAAA

TS

e g LS O

FROM: THE VICE CHIEF OF STAFF, LLS. ARMY

January 31, 2007

D Anry Asdiabion Associalion of Amodicn;

1 congatulala you on B o al the BOth Asniversary of
your feunding. Since 1957, e Anmy Avialion Associalion o
Amarica has bean supporting owr Avialars on Tha grownd and in e
air, From the assembly fne 10 the Bght ling, AAAA has answared
Armarica’s call b duty,

Today, Army Aviadion ks playing & decisive role in the defense of
our country. Around the woeld In mone than 80 countrias, our
Axiators ara fying and fighting alongside nearly 600,000 Soldiers to
peatect our homedand and safequeard the cause ol (redom. Army
Avtalors mro mon and women of chanactar who lee our Army
WValuns, domonstrale the Warricr Ethos, and nbways sat the highost
olassionsl cxampls.

1 sy Tresndnafonssly graledul Tor e beave men and women of
Aumy Aviation and I ook fonwand B AAAA'E conlinued engagoeman

far anoihor iy years,
Thank you, for you are inuly, *Above the Bast."

Bincorndy,
Richard A, Cody
Ganeral, United Statas Ay

ARMY AVIATION
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MAKING A CRITICAL DIFFERENCE FOR THE WARFIGHTER

Armor Holdings is dedicated to developing and sustaining the latest protective products for aircrew
and their aircraft. Flexible and responsive, we advance the survivability systems warriors rely on
to safely accomplish their missions. Our seating systems are on the US Army's AH-64A/D Apache,
UH-60A/L/M Black Hawk and UH-72A Lakota platforms. Our CH-47 Chinocok armored crashworthy
cockpit seat, recently selected by the Australian Army, stands ready to serve the US Army.

ARMOR HOLDINGS

e : AEROSPACE & DEFENSE GROUP

CH-47 Cockpit Seat Crashworthy Troop Seats

adg.armorholdings.com

Tactical Vehicles Vehicle Armar Body Armor Helmets Aircraflt Armios Alr Bag Systems Restraint Systems Seating Systems  Individual Equiprment



WHATED STATES SPECTAL CIPFRATINS COMMAND
OFFICE OF THE COMMARDER
101 TAMPA, POINT BOLAEWVARD
MAACDAL AR FORCE BASE FLOSI0A 334715350

Fabnuary 1, 2007

Members of the Ammy Avistors Association of America,

| am peivileged to Join in the colobration of your 507 Annivarsaey, a
significant milesione marking a hall cenbury of oulstonding
conribaians ko lhe advancement and support of US Amy Aviation.
Thaank you lfor your dedication, patiotism, and commilmant ke
Bupporting somea of the workl's finesl aviators.

Your impressive membarship of over 15,000 members and 70
chaplers |3 & tesiament 1o the diference you make sach day In the
advencemant of Aemy Asintion and its avinlors, bolh pasl and presant

1 cannal comimend you enough for your accomplishments, but | can
amﬂmumuwn ARSA In suppont of our nation’s Amy
Ao,

Sincerely,

ﬁﬁ@ US- Army

HEADQUARTERS
US AHMY AVIATION WARFIGHTING CENTER AND FORT HUCHTR
OFFICE OF TIE COMMANDING CENERAL

Febmary 14, 2007

Hrigadier General (Relired) Tom Konilzer
Army Aviathon Assoclation of America
755 Main Street, Suite 41

Monroe, Comnecticut (6463-2830

Dear (eneral Konitzer:

Woald like toe personally congrabelate the US Army Aviation Association for
reaching 50 years of dedicated service snil support io ike VS Army Aviation
Comnunity and its Seldiers.

AAAA has served as Army Avintion”s professional cohesive farce, sti i
good fellowship, representing membership imerests; maintaining historical roconds; . and
recognizing outstanding contributions within Army Aviathon through tbe Aviation Hall
of Fame, AAAA Awards Program, and the AAAA Scholarship Foumdation.

AAAA"S supporl o our Saldi has been i amd we look forward o

AAAA being an integral part of Avjaion for many more years, Thanks again for afl
sl AAAA does and best wighes of this significant occasion.

“Above the Best™ ‘( ! Sincerely, ﬁ""
> .J it Mlt/l
The Aurny Awialion Association of Amarica, Inc. [AAAA)
7455 Maln Streat, Suite 40 A ‘h'ir]di L
Menroe, Conngctioul DE4GE-260 Major General, I..IS Ay
Commansling
DEFARTWENT OF THE ARUY
CFFICE OF Thl PROGRAM QFFICER AATION
REDSTONE ARSENAL, ALARAMA F50M

COMMARDING GERERAL
UNITED STATES ARMY AVIATION AMD MISSILE COMBAND
REDATOME ARSEHAL, ALABAMA ASHGA-S000

Apdl 2, 2007

Dear Armiy Aviation Assccialion of America:

My haaniesl congratulations o the Armry Aviabion Associalion of
Amarica (AAAR) on the 507 Anniversary of whal is—withou! a doubl—{he
bast organization representing Ammy Aviation loday,

Thie year's corvention theme, "50 Years Above the Best = The
Legacy Lives On", is a powerful statement reflacting both on the past
accomplishmants al AAAA, a6 well as its Tubere. The AAAA does an
oulslanding job af pramaling Army Aviation worldwide not only through
Iha canvenlion, bul by the professional sessions and technology displays
o well as the generous awaeds program,

| aem proud o be @ member of such a prestiglous group, and | am
community in

proud of the work you do every day for the Army Aviation
support of gur Soldiers, our Army, and our Nation,

The Army Aviation Association of America, Inc.
755 Main Street, Suite 4D
Monroe, CT 08498-2630

oL damuary 39, 2007

Ciffice of the Meogram Exeeutive CHfleer, Avimbon

R Thomans I, Kondizer

President, Army Avistion Association of America
745 Mnin Sireei, Sulie 40}

Mermoe, Connecticunl (f463-2E30

Diear BLI K nmiteer:

1 would lilos to take this opportumly Ie congralalate you and your mone than 15,000
member association un the achisvement of is anniversary. Ammy Aviabion conlmues
Itz e the key enabler in the Global War on Termorism los our Army, and your ofloeis o
professicmally rep L e an of Arny Aviation and its dedscated soldiers bath in
prace and in war are recognized (breughout our Aviation lumily.

Am_v Aviation has evidved amd lransfonmed throughout e 50 year peried thal this
et breen b eiah This evelutivn could wal have been posissble withost

the leadership and guidance from tbe meonsbers of the Army Aviakion Association of
Amenica (AAAA). This beam of aclive and retived military, civil servasts, industey
pastneds, mnd their fansilies working together with ome commen goal: Providing the beal
possible suppar o oar Army Soldiers. Here in the Program Executive Office Avistion,
we undersiand the value of this professlonal crgaedzaiion, and bere in the Tennessee
Valley Chapier, we cerminly ke advasinge of the expericace poal thm it offers.

We lnok forward to participating in the naadversnry events durding this key milemoas
year, especinlly this year's corvention in Atlanta. Owce ngain, my eongranssilony
yoau, your team, snd all our fellow AAAA members for achieving this key milesione. We
slimih“he very peoad off Army Aviaticn nnd s secomplishments, as | am peoed 10 be
n her of the Ammy Avistion Association of Ameriea

Rimecerely,

A

Paul Bogosian
Program Executive (iTicer, Avialion

ARMY AVIATION
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What kind of life insurance is right for me?

What should it cost?

How much do | need?

Do | need coverage for my spouse? Children?

Is there something other than SGLI?

When should | get it?

Don't put your family at financial risk.

When you buy life insurance for you and your family, we want you to feel good about that decision, Because we've
served Army and Air Force families for over 128 years, we know what's right for you. Our Membership Coordinators
are not commission based. You can feel better knowing you're getting what you need at the best possible price, Every
penny we make goes back to you — our member. Level Term | Life Insurance from AAFMAA can save you about 30%
over SGLI. Call today and start feeling better about protecting you and your family.

With AAFMAA there are NO WAR, NO AVIATION, and NO TERRORIST CLAUSES.

For complete details call AAFMAA direct: 1.877.398.2263
www.aafmaa.com

Insurance from a name you can trust®. . AAFMAA

STABILITY * REPUTATION * LOW COST « SIMCE 1879

s, L ! .
N tmmt 237 102 Sheridan Avenue, Fort Myer, VA 22211-1110
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.

The LLS. Government does not sanction, recormnmend or encourage the sale of this product. Subsidized life insurance may be available from the Federal Government.
Mot available in all states.






When the Army is sent to the frontline;
we're there with them From advanced
technolagies that improve the capabilities
of vehicles, aircraft and ground forces to
battle support equipment and technical
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innovative solutions. Solutions that
provide greater mission performance and
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From The Aviation Branch Chief

The Legacy Lives On

By MG Virgil L. Packett 11

Continuing the legacy,
UH-60 Black Hawk heli-
copters land to pick up
1st Cav. Div. Soldiers
March 3 following a
cordon and search
operation in Samarra,
Irag. Nearly 42 years
earlier during the
Vietnam War 1st Cav.
aircrews and troops
participated in a simi-
lar mission in the la
Drang Valley to search
for and defeat enemy
forces.

ARMY AVIATION

Convention in Atlanta, Ga., it is espe-

ially important to reflect on the rich his-

tory of Army Aviation as we look to the
future.

For the past 50 years AAAA has served as
one of the premier forums for advancing
Army Aviation,

Mow, more than ever, as Army Aviation is
globally engaged, it is vital that we remember
our past, salule our predecessors, recognize
the present, and be ever mindful of the human
dimension.

By doing this, we will realize that today’s
strength derives from those who came before
and lives on in the aviators of today.

I was recently reminded of Army
Aviation’s incredible legacy when retired

g s the time nears for this year’s AAAA

16
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LTC Bruce Crandall was awarded the Medal
of Honor Feb. 26.

Although many are aware of LTC
Crandall’s exploits because of the book and
subsequent movie “We Were Soldiers
Once...And Young,” most of us had not taken
the time to truly reflect on his heroic actions
in the La Drang Valley in 1965,

Then a major in Vietnam, Crandall spent
more than 14 hours in the air and went
through 3 different helicopters because of
enemy fire.

In the end, MAJ Crandall evacuated some
70 wounded men and provided a crucial life-
line that helped the infantry battalion survive
the day.

After 41 years, il is inspiring to see a true
American hero and a fellow Army aviator
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Siloraky is prowd to be a charber member of the International Helicopter Safety Symposium

| fly Sikorsky.

Because this 1s war.

iy aSikersky BLACK HAWK helicopterincombat.
s dependable and duvable, and Pm confident it
will bring me back safely. Sikorsky not only sets the
standard  for rotoreralt excellence and  safiry;
they exceed it It's evident in evervihing from e
velihle performance of my BLACK HAWK 1o the
way they support me in Uhe Geld, The way | see
it, not every soldier gets to lly in a helicopter this

good. Bul they should.

Sikorsky.

Sikorsky

A United Technalegios Company

www.sikorsky.com



Yes,

:Me Admit
i.

After 25
Years
We're Still
Interested
In Your
Body.

Specializing in:

‘Honeycomb Bonded
Structure Repairs
‘Honeycomb Component
Replacements

-Sheet Metal & Structural
Repairs

-Sandwich Panels &
Pre-Bonds

‘Consolidation &
Consignment of Inventory

‘FAA Repair Station #HVZREB386K
‘EASA.145.4420

IS0 9001:2000-

‘MADCAP

23TH ANNIVERSARY

i Y RRATIoNAL

1402 South G9th East Avenue

Tulsa, Oklahoma 74112

(918) 835-3089  FAX (918) B34-4451
Web site: www. helicomb.com
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From The Aviation Branch Chief

COURTESY ARMY PHOTO

MAJ Bruce Crandall, right aircraft, prepares to leads a formation of UH-1 helicopters
from Co. A, 229th AHB on another mission in Vietham, circa 1968,

finally receive the accolades that
are rightfully due, for Crandall
truly embodies the legacy of Army
Aviation,

Even more recently, 1 was
reminded that the legacy of Bruce
Crandall lives on in today’s avia-
tors as the Forl Rucker community
experienced a tremendous tragedy
March 1 when a devastating torna-
do hit Enterprise, Ala., with the
epicenter at the high school,
killing 8 students and injuring
dozens.

Five of the students Killed were
family members of Soldiers or
civilian employees al Fort Rucker,

The Fort Rucker community
immediately responded with med-
ical and disaster assistance tcams
and has followed with an outpour-
ing of assistance lo our sister com-
munily.

This has been a difficult time
for Fort Rucker and for our friends
and family in Enlerprise; however,
even in time of tragedy, the true
spirit of our aviation Soldiers
shines through.

Although a difficult experience,
it is one that solidified our com-
mitment to our communily and
country.

This same character and spirit is
present in the reports we see daily
from Operation Enduring Freedom
and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

A key example of this spirit is

18

CRANMDALL

MAJ Bruce Crandall served as
commander of Co. A, 2209th Aslt. Hal.
Bn., 1st Cav. Div., in Vietnam in 1985,

found in CW2 Philip Learn from
3rd Bn., 159th Avn. Regt. who
earned the Distinguished Flying
Cross for his fearless acls of hero-
ism under tremendous enemy fire
while contributing to saving the
lives of 34 of his fellow Soldiers.

From events such as this. [ real-
ize that the legacy of Bruce
Crandall is alive and well in Army
Aviation today,

This spirit will definitely be
present and on display during
AAANS Annual Convention.

There are multiple forums that
will share and celebrate the suc-
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From The Awviation Branch Chief

Within minutes of a category F-4 tornado ripping across Enterprise, Ala, March 1, "Flat Iren”
medical evacuation helicoptars from the 110th Avn, Bde. at Fort Ruckar wara landing at the
high schoal to fly injured students and others to area hospitals for immediate treatment.

cesses of our avialors and aircrew
members,

GEN Richard A. Cody, vice chief
of stafl of the Army, will present indi-
vidual awards to outstanding aviators
from around the Army; while GEN
Bryan D). Brown, commanding gener-

al of the TS, Special Operations

Command, will present the Units of

the Year awards.

We will also have numerous pro-
fessional forums during the confer-
ence, to include the Senior Leaders’
panel, the Warfighters® panel, and the

Company Commander &  First
Sergeants’ panel.

Aside from these forums, there
will be scores of professional break-
out sessions during the week that will
be informative, but also exemplify
the continuing legacy of Army
Aviation.

During the conference, 1 ask each
of you to reflect on the continuing
legacy of Army Aviation and chal-
lenge you to remember the past,
while looking toward the future.

As T travel from unil to unit and
post to post, [ hear amazing stories
and wiiness incredible examples of
the kind of spirit found in aviators
like Bruce Crandall.

Seeing today’s Soldiers, | know
“The Legacy Lives On.”

Above the Best!

)
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MG Virgil L. Packett I is the Army
Aviation branch chief and the com-
manding general of the U.S. Army
Aviation Warfighting Center and Fort
Rucker, Ala.
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Warning! Obstacle.

Can you saa the danger? Chances are that you can't. And that could

lead to a zerious accident. Honeywell's Mark XX| and XXIl Enhanced

Ground Proximity Warning Systems (EGPWS) for helicopters help

prevent avoidable collisions with ground, water, and obstacles such as
- towars—aven whan flying in changing weather with poor visibllity, rough
terrain, or at low altitudes. Tha system provides the crew with both visual situational awareness
and audio warnings of impending obstacles. With more than a decade of development by the
lsader in aviation safety systems, Honeywell's Mark XX and XXIl EGPWS helicopter solutions
deliver praven protection for life.

Honeywell

For more information call 505-828-5714 or visit www.honaywell.com/sites/aero/Egpws-Home.htm

& 2008 Honeywall International Ine, All rights resenved.
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update

Alrcrews can encounter brown-out and white-out conditions anywhere
in the world and need to train for this situation. Here a UH-60 heli-
copter with 1st Bn., 228th Avn. Regl, kicks up a cloud of dust as it
lands at Base Camp Quetzal in Guatemala during Exercise New
Horizons 2004,

Senior Leaders Conference held at the Army Aviation

Warfighting Center at Fort Rucker, Ala,

Among the many very informative briefings at the con-
ference was COL George Bilafer’s excellent presentation
on accidents, trends and the “Own the Edge” philosophy
from the Army’s Comhbat Readiness Center (CRC).

The “hwir the Edee” philosophy is basically to identify
the edge of our capabilities and train to proficiently oper-
ate up to, but not over that edge.

Bilafer's briefing prompted me to pick the Night Vision
Golg?le Power Interrupt Device as a topic for this month’s
article,

Its use in training is a great example of the application
of the OTE philosophy.

The Brown Out Threat

Brown-out landings have long been a significant event
in the life of many aviators.

The brown-out environment is an extremely tough envi-
ronment for our crews because a large volume of commu-
nication, coordination, and visual, instrument and symbaol-
ogy scanning has to oceur in a very short time span.

This is an area that has proven to be “on the edge” of our
aircraft and aircrew capabilities.

As some of you may remember, we lost several aircrafl

Ihad the opportunity to attend this year’s Aviation

ARMY AVIATION
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Owning the Aviation Edge
NVGPID: A Simple Device

|to Train Crucial Skills

due to roll-overs while executing dust landings during
operations Desert Storm and Desert Shield.

In the years since Desert Storm and between operations
Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom, we continued to
suffer damage (over 40 cases) while encountering brown-
out conditions during training at the National Training
Center in California, and other various sites.

Since 1991, there have been over 230 cases of aircraft
damage and/or injury due to unsuccessful take-offs or
landings in a dust environment.

Although the majority of the incidents occur during
landings, there have been a significant number of incidents
occurring during take-offs as well.

For the more than 50 brown-out incidents with damage
reported to date during the OEF and OIF time 80 percent
were during landings and 20 percent during takeofTs.

The solution to the brown-out take-off and landing
problem lies in equipment improvements, planning tech-
nigues and realistic training.

Army aviation is in the process of acquiring longer term
material solutions to the problem by equipping the fleet
with improved capabilities.

Our newer “glass cockpits” in the AH-64D, OH-58D
and special operations aircraft already have some of these
capabilities.

The fielding of the UH-60M and CH-47G will allow us
a more deliberate approach to dust landings by use of
velocity vector, acceleration cursor, instantaneous vertical
speed indicators or IVSI, radar altimeter, and heading, all
grouped together in a “Hover Page™ configuration which
allows the pilot to find all information necessary to land
safely in a small scan area.

This technology may eventually enable the develop-
ment of a separate aircrew training manual (ATM) task for
landing without visual reference for all airframes, not just
special operations aircraft,

Moving to the Edge

The risk of brown-out can also be mitigated by planning
accordingly.

One could argue that the spike in brown-out accidents
during the initial phases of combat deployments is direct-
ly attributable to the initial use of field sites, forward arm-
ing and refueling points, and desert laagers.

The shift to the use of hardstand locations for the major-
ity of take-offs and landings have resulted in a subsequent
reduction in accidents.

Choosing to locate landing zones, refuel and rearm
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update

Brown-ouls can easily occur during lake-offs md risun in about zn percent of the accidents with damage. Here a CH-47 Chinook lifts off dur[ng
a March 2003 mission with a communications container in Irag, creating brown-out conditions that could hamper other aircraft in the area.

points, laager and assembly areas at improved sites or in
known suitable terrain avoids the risk altogether,

For some operations, the selection of improved loca-
fions is not always possible-and contingencies do
arise—therefore aviators must always be prepared for the
possibility of conducting operations in an environment
where brown-out exists.

Perhaps the most effective way to reduce accidents dur-
ing initial operations in immature theaters is the realistic
training of take off and landing in brown-out conditions.

Use of hardstand locations for take-offs and landings help to reduce
the possibility of a brown-out accident. A Soldier with the 159th Cht.
Avn. Bde. helps guides a UH-60 air ambulance to a hardstand land-
ing near Mosul during their August 2003 deployment to Irag.

ARMY AVIATION
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The VMC or visual meteorological conditions approach
task, as defined in our current ATMs, briefly discusses
considerations and actions for loss of visual reference.

The ATM read slightly different, but in each description
of TASK 1058 (Perform Visual Meteorological Conditions
Approach) has the statement: “The pilot should perform a
go-around if a successful landing is doubtful or if visual
reference with the intended termination point is lost.”

The ATM also states that the go-around should be initi-
ated prior to going below obstacles or ETL (effective
translational lift).

The UH-60 ATM additionally has TASK 1068 “Perform
Go-Around™ which states:

Night or NYG Considerations: A go-around should also
be initiated if visual contact with the landing area is lost.
Snow, Sand and Dust Considerations: If during the
approach, visual reference with the landing area or obsta-
cles is lost, initiate a go-around or instrument takeoff
(I'TO) as required, immediately.

Be prepared to transition to instruments.

Onece visual meteorological conditions are regained,
continue with the go-around.

Most aviators will agree that there exists a point, close
to the ground, where it is more risky to attempt a go-
around than to continue the maneuver to the ground.

In fact, the ATM states that a go-around should be initi-
ated prior to going below obstacles or ETL.

In dust or snow conditions, the brown-out will occur
after both of these conditions have passed, in the last few
feet of descent.
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update

As brown-outs occur, aircrews need to rapidly adjust from oulside
cues to instruments and symbelogy scanning to safely complete a
landing or initiate a go-around maneuver. Here a dusl cloud forms
as a CH-47 helicopter lands in Oruzgan Provinee, Afghanistan.

These final seconds in a brown-out condition require a
conlingency task that should be trained to individual and
crew-level proficiency. The most critical part of landing in
a dust environment is the final seconds of the maneuver.

The need (o train aviators to continuously scan, and to
train the ability to rapidly adjust from outside cues to
instruments, is paramount to success in the brown-out
landing contingency,

Our ATMs contain a task for another similar contin-
gency-inadvertent instrument meteorological conditions
{IMC)—which also requires a similar scan transition from
visual cues lo instruments for aircraft attitude control.

A method of replicating brown-out is needed similar to
“foggles” or vision resiriction visors that are used to train
IMC manecuvers, and “the bag™ that is used lo train AH-64
pilots to fly using symbology.

Simulation is a valuable tool to aid in training aviators
in the dust landing profile, and it is getting better all the
time, but it cannot replace the feel, motion and character-
istics of the real thing.

Using the NVGPID

The Might Vision Goggle Power Interrupt Device is a

simple tool that allows individuals to gain proficiency and
confidence in the task before ever truly performing the
maneuver in the actual conditions.
— The device simply allows the instructor pilot (o fuil the
pilots’ night vision goggles at the appropriate point in the
landing profile to replicate a brown-out condition, lorcing
the pilot to make use of the instruments and symbology to
complete the maneuver.

Similarly, the danger of browning out during take-off
exists, and pilots can train to use the system capability to
minimize the risk associated with this task.

The use of the NVGPID is a valuable tool in training the
practical application of these systems with respect to
brown-out conditions.

ARMY AVIATION

Trainers can bridge the gap between simulation train-
ing, and training or operating in the actual conditions, by
training with this device in conjunction with airoraft sys-
tems in a controlled environment, developing more profi-
cient aviators and reducing the overall risk.

In terms of investment, this relatively inexpensive piece
of equipment when properly used, can save thousands, if
not millions of dollars in potential damage, not to mention
increasing the safety of our crews and the precious cargo
we carry by increasing our proficiency in this contingency
lask.

The NVGPID has other useful contingency-task train-
ing applications, such as inadvertent [IMC and NVG fail-
ure training. This device helps trainers to simulate brown-
out conditions and other confingencies in a realistic man-
ner, allowing instructors to train the aviation force to
“own " this piece of “the edge.”

For more on the NVGPID technical data, parts list,
manufacturer’s information and Air Worthiness Release,
please contact me at randall.gant@us.army.mil or (334)
255-2162.

LWL
1!.‘ ‘.‘

CW3 Randall Gant is the chief warrant officer of the
Aviation Branch at the U5 Army Aviatian Warfighting
Center; Fort Rucker, Ala.

For more than 25 years Meggitt

Defense Systems has designed,

developed, and fielded advanced
systems for LS. Army Aviators.

We're ready to suppart you with

whatever Lies ahead.

ammuniticn

www.meggitt.com
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In times of crisis, America turns to its men
and women in uniform for strength, help and
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EADS North America and the UH-72A Lakota
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mission new, and in the future.
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DESIGN

AAl designs and manufactures many products
that support Army Aviation, including unmanned
alrcraft systems, training and simulation systems,
and automated aircraft test and maintenance
equipmeant.

Mo one bullds more tactical unmanned aircraft
and state-of-the-art ground eontrol stations than
AALL including the renowned RQ-7B Shadow 200,
the tactical unmanned aircraft system that's flown
mare than 160,000 heurs in suppart ef LLS.
warfighters in Iraq and Afghanistan,

nadowy, ARE, and innovaton Tt Wdes e regh el 1k 3 e Al Corperat

TRAINING

AAl Is a worldwide leader in the design and
implementation of military training systems. For Army
Aviation, the company's enhanced ground control
station training simulator provides an ideal solution
for developing and sustaining unmanned aircraft
system operators and crew.

Other training products for U.S. and international
defense customers include maintenance trainers,
electronic warfare trainers, mission systems trainers,
and air defense trainers.



LIFE CYCLE
ACHIEVEMENT

In supporting Army Aviation, AAl does more than design and produce the
world-renowned RQ-7B Shadow® 200 Tactical Unmanned Aircraft System.

We also deliver important life cycle achievements through technologies
and products that support countless Army platforms and systems.

At AAl we bring imagination and innovation into advanced systems
design, craft training programs that confer operational skills, develop
test systems that instill combat confidence for air crews, and overhaul
and return to service needed aviation systems and components.

Staying above the best! It's a life cycle achievement.
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INNOVATION THAT WORKS!

TEST

AAl and ESL Defence, our LLK.- based subsidiary,
have considerable heritage in developing electronic
warfare test and alignment equipment for LLS. Army
and allied military rotor-wing and fixed-wing aircraft.

Our ABE® Model 3104 common boresight system
aligns the AH-840 Apache Longbow and the new
Armed Recon Helicopter, providing sensor and weapon
system accuracy through gyro-stabilized, electro-
optical alignment that significantly increases accuracy
and repeatability, reduces maintenance time, and
lowers operaling costs.

aaicorp.com

SUPPORT

AAl's MeTurbine Inc. subsidiary is an author-
ized service center for Honeywell and Geodrich
Corporation, providing full-service maintenance,
rapair, and overhaul of U.S. Army T53 and TS5
turboshaft helicopter engines, components, fuel
contrel units, and governors.

The company's facilities are equipped with
automated test cells, and its technicians are
certified to perform complex machining and
non-destructive testing.



viation roles on the battlefield
A‘:r{: continuing to expand as

he Army transforms the cur-
rent force to the future force.

Army aviation is transforming as
evident by the modularity of our com-
bat aviation brigades. The Aviation
Branch will continue to expand our
training and prepare our Soldiers to
operate in a joint environment.

These are the issues and actions
that we are currently working or that
have already been accomplished dur-
ing fiscal year 2006,

Directive to Shorten NCOES

We were told to shorten our non-
commission officer education system
(MCOES) by the Training and
Doctrine Command (TRADOC),

ARMY AVIATION

Command Sergeant Major Update

This directive was passed to both
COL Marvin Russell, commander of
LS. Army Aviation Logistics School
(USAALS) at Fort Eustis, Va.; and to
CSM Joseph Moodt, commandant at
our Aviation NCO Academy at Fort
Rucker, Ala.

Working in  concert with the
TRADOC System Managers, the direc-
torates of Training and Doctrine
(DOTD) and Combat Developments
(DCD), the NCOES courses at Fort
Eustis and Fort Rucker were shortened.

In fact, Fort Eustis took a holistic
approach and completely overhauled
the Basic NCO Course (BNCOC)
with an emphasis placed on produc-
ing NCOs better trained to serve as
technical inspectors.

With that being said, we are confi-

30

Recent changes in course curriculum now
include adding 10 hours of cultural aware-
ness training/to our initial entry training
courses to help prepare Soldiers for possi-
ble future deployments to the Middle East.
Here USAALS instructor 856 Thomas
Turpin, left, supervises as students PV2
Erlch Fricke, PV2 Shawn Devinney and
PEC Benjamin Brand disconnect the main

‘ralar piteh change link from the swashs

plate on @ UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter.

dent that we will be able to produce a
fully qualified NCO to lead his or her
Soldiers into any environment.

We have and we will always meet
or exceed the standards,

Warfighting Skills

Both Fort Eustis and Fort Rucker
have incorporated a variety of war
fighting skills traming into our pro-
grams of instruction.

This training includes military
operations in urban terrain (MOUT)
training, use of the “shoot-house,” the
9-line medical evacuation call, emer-
gency evacuations, level I & 11 com-
batives, land navigation and convoy
operations.

Fort Rucker has also added anm

intense leader’s reaction course.
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Supporting Army Aviation Transformation

Innovation With One Purpose: Safety

FlightSafety’s integrated military training combines highly
advanced technologies with proven training systems, all with
the goal of ensuring safe, proficient pilots. As the world’s
leading aviation training company, we have more than

56 years of safety training experience, including more than

40 years training members of all branches of the military.

Army aviation professionals rely on our mission-critical
training programs and FlightSafety-built training devices,
Our training devices cover the range from fixed- and rotary-
wing full-mission simulators to desktop and part-task trainers.
Owr new and innovative products and services further serve
to make us & prominent member of the team that supports
the LLS. Army's Flight School XXI1, which includes the world's
largest simulator training facility. FlightSafety was the first
to offer electric motion and control loading simulators. To
date we've designed, manufactured and installed more than
25 all-electric, full Right simulators to support military training.
Our advanced technology includes the VITAL X PC-IG visual
system for nonstop virtual Right and mission training between

any points on the plohe, accurately presented in lifelike detail.

ThinkSafety.

flightsafety.com

Mobile GCombat Tactics Trainer

IlightSafety’s new transportable/deployable,
PC-hased training system combines graphical flight
simulation, touch-sereen technology and high-fidelity
control loading for an easy-to-operate ficld trainer,
Supporting all levels of training - individual, crew
and collective — these trainers can ba linked with
similar and other devices for mission rehearsal to
facilitate both Army and Joint operations.

Constant Mission Readiness

Our long-term invelvement with Flight School XX1
has enabled FlightSafety to play a key supporting
role in the Army's ongoing transformation efforts.
IFlightSafety remains the top choice for military
professionals looking for the best possible training
and the security of being fully prepared for duty.

For more information on military training,

please contact John Marino, Vice President,

Dafanse Training Systems, at 703.414.5500.

FlightSafety




The Airframe and Power-plant {A&P) cerfification program is now available for aviation
Soldiers, which is important for post military service employment in the civilian market.
Here, AIT students PV2 Raymond Sauseda and PVT Ryan Cheek, supervised by USAALS
instructor S5G Timoteo Holgado, right, learn valuable skills as they work on installing the
upper hardware for the swiveling actuators on the aft pylon of a CH-47 helicopter.

Soldiers in both initial entry train-
ing (IET) and BNCOC also receive
realistic training in a field environ-
ment to evaluate their abilities in a
tactical sefting,

Culture Awareness Training

We have added two hours of cul-
ture awareness training to all of our
NCOES courses, and have added 10
hours to our IET courses as well.

This CA training gives our Soldiers
a true picture of the environment they
will be stepping into when deployed
to the Middle East.

It covers all issues related to deal-
ing with the local civilian populace of
the country we as an Army are in.

Field Training Exercises

We conducted a 5-day field train-
ing exercise (FTX) here at Fort
Rucker last October for all enlisted
Soldiers assigned on the installation.

It was the second time the post had
conducted this level of training.

Our Soldiers received the same
training that is taught to our BNCOC
Soldiers.

This coming year we will go to a 3-
day FTX and conduct it twice a year.

ARMY AVIATION

URS Personnel Transifion

The Army Aviation Warfighting
Center (USAAWC) continues work-
ing with the Military Intelligence and
Ordnance branches to transfer the
unmanned airerafl system (UAS)
operator and maintenance structures
to the Aviation branch.

The 96U UAS operator military
occupational skill (MOS) will transi-
tion to the 15W UAS operator.

The 33W will transition to the 15]
armament/electrical/avionics system
repairer, while the 52D will transition
to 15B aviation powerplant repairer
or to the 15G aviation structural
repairver (only for Hunter UAS units).

The effective date of the transfer
for the UAS operators will be Oct. 1,
2008,

The maintainer MOS will phased
in between Oct. 1, 2008 and Oct. 1,
2010.

The Aviation Proponency Office is
currently working with the Army’s
G¥5/T and G1 to start training the
150/B/Gs and assign them to UAS
units as early as this Oct. 1.

Initial entry training and BNCOC
for the 15W MOS will continue at the
Black Tower facilities at Fort

32

¥

]
2f
B

Huachuca, Ariz., while the Advance
MNCO Course (ANCOC) has moved to
Fort Rucker.

Training Consolidations

The additional skill identifier
(ASI) *N2" training for nondestruc-
tive testing (NDT) has been consoli-
dated and abzorbed into IET and the
BNCOC for the 15D aircraft power
train repairer MOS, This training
began January 2006 at Fort Eustis.

The 15H aircraft pneudraulics
repairer IET course moved from
Sheppard Air Force Base, Texas and
the new course started at Fort Rucker
this last October.

Additionally, the aviation ground
power unit (AGPU) maintenance and
repairer mission has transferred from
the Ordnance to the Aviation branch
and has been incorporated into both
the 15H IET and BNCOC.

This revised program of instruction
(POI) will produce a warfighter that
is more technically and tactically pro-
ficient in all aspects of the 15H MOS,
with more instruction on AGPU oper-
ations, troubleshooting and repair.

Future 15H POls will be reviewed
to add additional aviation ground sup-
port equipment as the Aviation and
Missile Command procures them.

Non-rated Crewmember Course

We are working to expand the cur-
rent ASCI course at Fort Rucker
Additionally, the DOTD is develop-
ing a training support packet to for-
ward to the field before the end of this
fiscal year,

We are working with the Medical
branch to start a new ASCI course
geared to the 68F flight medic so they
can evaluate a flight medic on their
2000 series tasks. Also upon comple-
tion, they will be awarded an AST that
is different than the current N1 given
to our 15T Soldiers.

Bviation Life Support System

Technological advances in aviation
life support systems (ALSS) equip-
ment have generated a requirement
for additional training and personnel
in a related ALSS MOS.

The Air Warrior ensemble is the
new-generation of ALSS equipment
that requires a dedicated, full time
MOS that will provide long-term
golutions to enhance aircrew mem-
bers and aviation commanders a high-
ly flexible, modular and state-of-the-
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USAALS has ravamped BNCOC making the training more in-depth and relevant to help

ARMY PHOTO BY SPC WALTER R STAMLEY

develop a quality, trained NCO capable of effectively parforming fundamental duties as a
technical inspector. Here BNCOC students SGT Thomas Restuccio and SGT Aldo Dejesus
{back to camera) conduct rigging pin installations and checks on the flight controls of a UH-

60 as instructor $5G Bobby Curnutte cbserves.

art system. It is designed to provide
every crew member the ability to per-
form in the following environments
and mission profiles: over-walter, high
altitude, hot and cold climates, desert
night unaided or aided, and in clean
or nuclear, biological and chemical
contaminated environments.

The Air Warrior ensemble can sup-
port unit peacetime training or com-
bat missions in an over water scenario
whether they are over water or not,

Virtual Helicopter Rircrew

ainer

The VHAT will afford aviation
units the opportunity to train
crewmembers on crew and door gun-
nery skills making the best possible
use of on-hand resources.

Fort Eustis is procuring a VHAT
for training our 15T IET Soldiers.

This will allow the students to train
on lasks and gunnery skills in danger-
ous and hazardous scenarios without
increasing flight hours, damaging air-
craft or endangering lives.

Thus, when commanders receive
new 157 Soldiers in their organiza-
tions they will already be familiar
with helicopter door gunnery skills,

ARMY AVIATION

Rviation Technical Inspector
(TI) Course

USAALS has completed a revamp-
ing of the BNCOC curriculum, mak-
ing the training more in-depth and
relevant in regards to the technical
inspector tasks and skills,

The Aviation Maintenance Qfficer
Course, the old 66 T1 course, and the
151 A Maintenance Managers Course
were used to develop the new TI POL

The new POI is more hands-on and
concentrates on developing a quality,
trained NCO capable of effectively
performing fundamental duties as a
Tl with the potential of assuming
quality control NCOIC positions, if
and when necessary.

B&P Certification Program

The Airframe and Power-plant
(A&P) Certification Program is now
available on the web at wwwusaals,
arny.miliportal.asp.

The program offers aviation
mechanics the opportunity to obtain
Federal Aviation Administration A&P
certification at no cost to the Soldier.

It also promotes career enhance-
ment and development through
increased overall technical knowl-
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Basic NCO course students SGT Ashe
Rawlins, left, and SGT Jonathan Kocurak
perform an “eddy current test” as part of an
inspection to check for cracks on spindle
assemblies. Training on nondestructive test-
ing (NDT) equipment and procedures has
been consolidated and absorbed into the
BNCOC for the 15D aircraft power train
repairer skills training at Fort Eustis.

edge, resulting in a more technically
diverse and skilled aircraft mainte-
nance technician, which benefits the
individual and the Army.

This program allows a 158 Soldier
to obtain his or her airframe certifica-
tion, as well as the power plant certi-
fication.

Likewise, a 150G Soldier can obtain
a power plant cerfification, as well as
an airframe certification,

All of our aircraft Tls and mainte-
nance officers have a critical role and
must be formally registered in the
program to certity our Soldiers” work.

For more information please email;
a.padminisiration@eustis.army.mil.

CARS

The Common Avionics Architec-
ture System (CAAS) is being instal-
led in the new CH-47F and UH-60M
madel aircraft cockpits, as the aircraft
are being built on the production lines.

USAALS’s New System Training
Division has identified the 15F, 15N,
15T and 15U MOS to receive this
fraining, with new [ET Soldiers to
start receiving the training in their
advance individual MOS training
courses starting in FY 08,

Above the Best!

g

CSM Donald R. Sanders is the com-
mand sergeant major of the Aviation
branch af the US. Army Aviation
Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala.
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By MG James H. Pillsbury

s our Army moves toward
Aimplementing and susiaining

Army Force Generation — pro-
viding combatant commanders with
rapidly deployable, employable and
sustainable capabilitics packages —
the Aviation and Missile Life-Cycle
Management Command is working
to effect change and have immediate
impact in the Army Aviation com-
munity.

In addition to our daily emphasis
on meeting warfighters’ needs, we
siress three major mission areas to
support the force: Reset, Condition-
Based Maintenance Plus, and our
Aviation Center Logistics Command
at Fort Rucker, Ala, These are not the
only missions in AMCOM, but in
conjunction with our many other
activitics that stretch from the depots
al Corpus Christi and Letterkenney,
to the flight lines in Southwest Asia,
these three assist us in providing the
Army with a relevant and ready avia-
tion force — every day.

This year brings the challenge of
supporting an expanded war effort.
Our Soldiers in combat require our
focused efforts every day and we must
maintain our level of intensity in that
effort. We will never back off our com-
mitment to doing everything in our
power ta support the Soldiers in com-
bat. But, while we are doing that, we
are investing considerable energy and
resources in the fight to sustain our
future force. I'll address each of these
areas in the following paragraphs.

Reset

Reset continues to be AMCOM's
most eritical contribution o avialion
systems’ future readiness. In Iraq and
Afghanistan, our Army flies aircraft
four to five times the normal opera-
tional tempo. This heavy aircraft use
creates a need for repairs in excess of
what units can do on their own,

ARMY AVIATION

Missile Life-Cycle Management
 Command Update

The Aviation Center Logistics Command at Fort Rucker plays a key role in the Army's
National Maintenance Program by repairing parts, like this OH-580 Kiowa Warrior rotorhulb,
for the entire Army's supply program.

sSince 2004, AMCOM has support-
ed the Reset of active, Guard and
Reserve aircrafl al Army installations
and at contractor operated facilities,
returning battle-worn aircraft to a
ready-to-fight status. To date, we
have Reset more than 2,000 aircraft,
and the improved performance of air-
craft that have been Reset, over air-
craft that have not, is real and mea-
surable.

While we've done this, another
activity known as PM-Preset |[pro-
gram manager-preset] has been apply-
ing modifications and improvements
to aircraft prior to going into combat.

While both of these activities are
critical missions in and of them-
selves, we were operating them inde-
pendently of each other,

This had the effect of taking air-
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craft from the units at least twice —
once for Resef, and then again to
apply “Preset” modifications — clear-
ly sub-optimal when we considered
the training requirements of the units,
Recently, we have merged the Reset
and Preset functions.

COL Tim Crosby is at the helm of
the new organization, known as
Project Management-Setting the
Aviation Force. His mission is simple:
To take away aircrafl from unit com-
manders one time only, and during that
time, to complete all required Reset
and Preset work, If he's successful,
we'll be able to return aircraft to units
that are repaired and fully upgraded for
service in the theater of operations, and
provide them sooner so that their avail-
able training time is maximized.

All of that said, this is no easy task,
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Since 2004, AMCOM has supported the
Reset of returning batifewarn alrcrafi to a

ready-to-fight status. When this UH-60 Black Hawk
with the 542nd Medical Company (Alr Ambulance,
here fiying on a medical mission Sept. 10, 2006 to
Tal Atar; Irag, retirns to Fort Camphall, Ky. it will

undergo.a similar post-deployment Reset,

We haven’t been able to execute
the single-touch plan to date due to
lack of availability of kits for the
Preset function. The funding for
Preset kits (examples include engine
inlet barrier filters, upgrades to com-
munications and electronics pack-
ages, and improved aircraft protec-
tion systems) has tended to arrive
late, and there are unaveoidable manu-
facturers’ lead times to get the kits.
Owr vision for a one-touch system is
absolutely dependant on receiving
funding to pre-purchase kits, before
the aireraft return from theater.

COL Crosby’s job, simply put, is
to tie together the efforts of our
resOUTCE Mmanagers, our maintainers,
and our aircraft program managers
(PMs) to achieve the goal of touching
aircraft only once to accomplish all
Reset and Preset tasks. The resource
managers have to justify and secure
the dollars — early. The maintainers
have to develop detailed plans for
repairing aircraft, by site and by unit
priority, and then they must execute
these plans within budget and within
tight timelines. The PMs have the
responsibility for the configuration of
their aircraft with the Preset kits Lo
apply the modifications.

We are not taking away the flexi-
bility and specialization of what they
do. Rather, AMCOM synchronizes
and balances the entire work force to
best use all capabilities. We want to
ensure combat aviation brigade com-
manders are receiving outstanding
support from an integrated team.

The outlook for executing our
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Feset and Preset integration this year
and next iz positive and 1 am
extremely optimistic. There are a
couple of reasons for that.

First, the level of resources provid-
ed by Department of the Army is
unprecedented, and we have received
agreement up the chain for the need
to pre-buy aireraft modification kits,

Second, 1 know of no organization
that can take resources and turn them
into conltracts supporting the Soldier,
better than Team Redstone.

Finally, our work force is one year
more experienced in this fast-paced,
high op-tempo environment forced
on us by the Global War on Terror.
We can, and will, make this happen.

Condition Based Maintenance
(Plus)

Army Aviation is undergoing an
unprecedented transformation through
the Condition Based Maintenance
Plus (CBM+) program, which is a pre-
dictive, proactive and reliability-cen-
tered maintenance program. | am
happy to report that CBM+ is well
underway,

Aircraft from all Army mission
design series have been equipped and
deployed with CBM+ sensors, and
the data these sensors provide has
been exploited on the flight line and
in our engineering laboratories,

Major strides have been made,
reducing the workload on our
Soldiers and improving operational
readiness rales across our avialion
Meet. The Army's vision is to achieve
CBM+ by the end of fiscal year 2015,
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AMCOM is on target to have the avi-
ation CBM+ program fully opera-
tional in 2011. Our first fully
equipped and instrumented combat
aviation brigade will deploy to the
U.S. Central Command area of oper-
ations later this year.

CBM+ gives battleficld comman-
ders and Soldiers the ability to sup-
port mission requirements with
proactive, planned maintenance.

It enables a smaller logistics foot-
print and reduces time on specific
maintenance tasks, such as rotor
track and balance, while enhancing
safety for crews and maintenance
personnel. It does this by providing
maintainers and flight crews with
real time information on the “health”
of the aircraft and its systems, by use
of embedded monitoring devices and
sensors. The objective of our CBM+
program is to decrease the mainte-
nance burden on the Soldier, increase
platform availability and readiness,
decrease operations and support
costs, and enhance safety,

We are already beginning to see
substantial results in the reduction of
maintenance man-hours for  the
affected components, and in
improved systems availability on
those aircraft having health usage
monitoring systems (HUMS).

The elimination of inspections and
increase i time-between-overhaul or
TBO, is not the only benefit we are
currently receiving through CBM+, A
safety benefit is also being realized
and this benefit will continually be
assessed as the CBM+ transition pro-
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gresses, However, we can extrapolate
the potential safety benefits  of
CBM+. CBM+ enables Soldiers and
leaders to plan and perform aviation
maintenance al the right place and al
the right time.

The AMCOM implementation of
CBEM+ is a three-phase process:
Maintenance, Fleet Managemenr and
Supply. In phase III (supply) of the
CEM+ implementation, scheduled
for 2010 to 2012, we will provide our
logisticians, item managers and origi-
nal equipment manufacturcrs with
information that will predict more
accurately equipment requirements so
that the parts are there when Soldiers
need them.

When fully implemented, replace-
ment parts will be automatically
ordered when the “on wing™ condi-
tion reaches a certain level, This will
reduce the number of spares necded
and predicatively provide longer lead
limes in order to produce those parts
that are difficult to manufacture,

In 2011 and beyond, CBM+ will
cnable our aviation maintainers to
plan, sequence and perform needed
supply and maintenance actions with
minimal impact on operations.
Becanse CBM+ iz supported by auto-
mated maintenance information svs-
tems which seamlessly integrate
requirements and performance data,
we predict that CBM+ will lead to
maore elficient maintenance practices
and procedures, improved operational
availability, and reduced costs associ-
ated with smaller logistics foolprints.

These changes require dedicated
resources and commitment, but the
transitiom lo CBM+ is a critical task
in achieving the full transformation of
Army Avialion.

The bottom line...the Army’s
CEM+ plan is well on its way in
reducing the aviation logistics tail
while ereating more flexibility, higher
operational readiness rates and more
power forward to our warfighting
commanders involved around the
world in  the Global War on
Terrorism.

Aviation Center Logistics
Command (ACLC)

Lasl year, in the convention issue of
ARMY AVIATION, 1 briefly touched
on AMCOM’s efforts at Fort Rucker.
Owr elforts there are part of a broader
Army Materiel Command (AMC) ini-
tiative called Fleet Management.

ARMY AVIATION

Warnmg System

MISSION PROVEN, PAYBACK IN ONE YEAR

Safe Flight's Exceedance Warning System,
already flight tested and installed on the
Bell/USN TH-57, features a collective
shaker to give pilots a distinct tactile
warning when operating limits are being
approached.

The critical advantage is less wear and tear
an the aircraft, resulting in less exceedance-related maintenance
and component replacement. The maintenance cost savings alone
will pay for the Exceedance Warning System in one year. In
addition, the system is retrofittable by field maintenance teams.

The result is a win-win for the U.S. Army AH-64 Apache Program —
greater combat readiness and effectiveness and reduced
maintenance costs.

SAFE FLIGHT

INSTRUMENT CORPORATION
(914) 946-9500 www.safeflight.com
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Crew chief SPC Kevin McMahon with Traop C, 2nd Sqdn., 6th Cav.
Regt., replaces expanding bolts on an OH-580 Kiowa helicopter Jan.
18 near Kirkuk, Irag. AMCOM has made majer strides with working
condition based maintenance with the goal of reducing the workload
of Soldiers and improving operational readiness rates across the
aviation fleet.

Fleet Management is an agreement, between the Army’s
Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) and AMC, to
allow AMC to manage supply and maintenance for
TRADOC, so that TRADOC can focus on training the force.

At Fort Rucker, AMC tasked AMCOM to establish a
command to manage the supply and maintenance support
of the fleet of aircraft that supports training at the Aviation
Center and School.

Now, under COL Al Stull, the ACLC has 100 govern-
ment employees (about 45 DOD civilians and 55 military)
who provide oversight and management of the aireraft
maintenance mission and contractor operations across five
airfields, 22 stage fields, and five aircraft fleets.

These Soldiers and civilian employees supervise more
than 3,300 contractor personnel working for Army Fleet
Support, who provide the necessary aircraft maintenance
and supply support.

The ACLC is AMCOM’s face to Fort Rucker, providing
the contract oversight support necessary to accomplish the
mission of keeping aireraft in the air and pilots in the seats.

As the community well knows, the training fleet at Fort
Rucker operates at maximum capacity with about 500 sor-
tics Nown daily under a 24/7 operating tempo,

Fort Rucker flies roughly one-third of the active Army
flight hours with one-fourth of the Army's aircraft; many
of the aircraft are some of the oldest in the Army.

When the schoolhouse needs aircraft to train student
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pilots and crews, it 1s ACLC’s job to have the right num-
ber on the flight line, ready to go, every day and night.

To carry oul the oversight of this significant fleet,
ACLC has three divisions: Aircraft Component Repair,
Fleet Sustainment, and Materiel Management.

All are critical to accomplishing the mission, and I'll go
into some detail on how each division supports the force.

The Aircraft Component Repair Division’s (ACRD)
Mational Mainlenance Program repairs womn or damaged
parts and returns them to the shelf for the entire Army’s sup-
ply program. Last year ACRD increased its program from
55 distinct parts (or lines) to 83 lines, and raised it from
20,000 man-howrs of work to more than 60,000 man-hours.

Though increasing depot capability and supporting the
Mational Maintenance Program is a priorily, the number
one goal is to support the Army training program at Fort
Rucker, It is the Fleet Sustainment Division’s mission to
ensure that aircraft are always available to meet the needs
of the schoolhouse.

Since putting the Fleet Management Initiative in place,
there have been many successes including increasing
readiness of the Fort Rucker fleet by 28 percent. That’s a
quantum leap — an amazing accomplishment,

In no uncertain terms, the ACLC fixes things right the
first time. What's more, initiatives by Program Executive
Officer (PEQ) for Aviation’s PMs under Soldier Focused
Logistics, and by AMCOM's Integrated Materiel
Management Center’s (IMMC) parts tracker system, have
reduced the not-mission-capable-supply rate by nearly 50
percent in certain fleets,

By applying Lean principles — better maintenance, trou-
bleshooting and internal repair of components — the com-
mand’s Fleet Sustainment division has been able to return
nearly 57 million worth of rotor blades to the Army. We
have also been able to retwin three UH-60s to the Army —
a huge bonus, especially in time of war, as we build new
units and replace combat losses in our existing units,

ACLC’s Materiel Management Division pariners with
AMCOM's IMMC, and with manufactarers, to ensure that
supply chains supporting Fort Rucker are “lean”, efficient,
effective, and clear of bottlenccks.

As a way to lean the supply process and increase avail-
able space, four newly constructed supply warchouses
have ‘space savers’ that condense the footprint required
for parts storage. This Division’s efforts compliment the
other two divisions’ and are critical to ensuring that air-
craft fly when needed, at an optimum return on our invest-
ments.

Through its three divisions, the ACLC is able to keep
helicopters flying and tomorrow’s future aviators trained.
The philosophy of the command inspires its employees to
make the changes necessary to keep aircraft ready. Each
command worker is responsible for a job and also respon-
sible for stepping outside the box to see if there is a better
way or a4 smarter way to achieve schoolhouse satisfaction,

By sustaining our training flect today, we are ensuring
the future of aviators for the next 50 years.

e
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MG James "Jim” H. Pillsbury is the commanding gener-
al of the US. Army Aviation and Missile Life-Cycle

Marnagement Commmand, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.
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CONVENTION UPDATE

By Paul Bogosian

t has been slightly
more than three
years since the ter-
mination of the Caold
War era-based RAH-
66 Comanche program. The Army
subsequently refocused its resources
on modernizing aviation capabilities
to operate more effectively in the con-
temporary operaling environment,
Since that time, the acquisition
workforce has aggressively pursued
implementation of the aviation mod-
ernization plan. We are moderizing
our fleet while maintaining and
improving the execution of our prima-
ry mission — support to the warfighter.
Many of the new capabilities
resulting from modernization are
already in the field, and additional
capabilities are in devulﬂpmﬂnt
Our challenge is lo continue to
meet the needs of Soldiers today,
while executing timely, affordable
modernization  programs  for the
future. Success on both fronts is
essential. Although there have been
improvements in our supporl lo the
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Soldier and significant progress
toward implementing aviation mod-

rmization, much work remains. This
article will provide an update on sup-
port to the field, the aviation modern-
ization program, and planned activi-
ties for the vear ahead.

Supperting Our Soldiers

Support to the Soldiers in the field
is our top priority, Army Aviation
platforms have Mown over 1.5 million
flight hours in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation
Iraqi Freedom. In the past year alone,
our systems have flown over 460,000
Might hours supporting the Global
War on Terrorism.

All Army Aviation systems are sig-
nificantly exceeding their peacetime
operational tempo while maintaining
outstanding readiness rates. These
statistics are primarily attributable to
the aggressive, proactive maintenance
accomplished by our personnel
deployed world-wide,

To assist them, targeted modifica-
tions are made to their aviation sys-
tems prior to deployment to improve
their miszsion effecliveness, surviv-

ability and safety.

Condition Based Maintenance
(CBM) and Soldier Focused Lagistics
initiatives seek to further our ability to
keep our aircraft in the fight, by
ensuring we conduct appropriate,
timely maintenance actions and by
providing a means for continual
process improvement.

Aviation platforms are fielded
today with the ability to conduct effi-
cient, flexible mission planning, com-
municate securely across the battle-
field, and achieve the situational
awareness necessary to perform sus-
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tained combat operations. Support of
the Soldier has been and will contin-
ue to be our primary focus.

Aviation Modernization

The Army’s aviation moderniza-
tion program encompasses all aspeets
of Army Aviation.

. Specific accomplishments during
the past year include the approval of
the Apache Block III program to
enter system development and
demonstration; the Light Utility
Helicopter program's approval to
enter low rate initial production; and
the UH-60M Black Hawk program’s
successtul completion of initial oper-
ation test.

The Joint Cargo Aircrafl is in the
final stages of source selection and is
on schedule for a planned contract
award later this year. These systems
will bring vast improvements in
capability to the field.

Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS)
have achieved equally impressive
accomplishments” during the past
year.

The Raven B Small UAS program
received approval to enter full rate
production and began initial fielding;
the Extended Range, Multi-Purpose
UAS program received approval to
enter system development and
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demonstration; and 25 Micro Air
WVehicles were delivered to the 25th
Infantry Division for an advanced
concepl technology demonstration in
support of the Future Combat System
program.

The Year Ahead

Although significant progress has
been made in the execulion of the
aviation modernization program and
in providing operational support to
the warflighter, many challenges
remain.

Specific planned activities in the
year ahead include the UH-72A Light
Utility Helicopter and the CH-47F
Chinook first units equipped.

In addition, the UH-60M Black
Hawlk full rate production decision is
planned for May, followed by a
Multiyear VIT contract award in July.

The Apache Block III program
will conduct its preliminary design
review later this year and is on sched-
ule for its limited user test in
November 2009,

Unmanned aircraft systems activi-
ties planned for the coming year
include the delivery on the first
Warrior Block 0 and Block 1 systems,
and the Shadow Tactical Common
Data Link risk reduction flight testing,

Supporting the aviator in the field
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Above Left: The new UH-60M model Black Hawk, here undergoing
operational testing, has a full rate production decision planned in

Top Right: The unmanned aircraft systems activities are processing
rapidly with the first extended range, multi-purpose Warrior Block 0
and Block | systems dalivered this year.

Above Right: With recent approval, the Raven B small UAS program
entered full rate production and has begun initial fielding.

Laft: The new UH-T2A Lakota helicopter is being fielding now to a
medevac unit at the National Training Center in California.

remains the top priority for the avia-
tion acquisition workforce in the year
ahead.

Focus areas include execution of
Preset, Reset and CBM initiatives
aimed at ensuring the warfighter has
the latest technology, with the maxi-
mum capability, at the lowest possi-
ble operational and support costs.

We must realign and refocus our
science and technology initiatives to
meet these objectives, Specific areas
of interest include aircraft Mlight per-
formance improvements, aircraft sur-
vivability enhancements, and main-
tainability and reliability initiatives.

Future force integration activities
include interoperability improve-
ments, establishing manned and
unmanned teaming capabilities, and
improving airspace management for
current and future Army, Joint and
civil requirements.

Az a final note, the work force of
PEQ Aviation congratulates the Army
Aviation Association of America on
its S0th Anniversary and thank its
members for their support.,

We commit our efforts to ifs con-
tinued success in the future.

s

)
Paul Bogosian is the Program
Executive Officer for Aviation of
Redstone Arsenal, Ala.
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THE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN

AIC’S NEW AIRCRAFT COMPLETION CENTER IS COMING

VISIT AAAA BOOTH 624
TO REGISTER TO WIN A
TAG HEUER WATCH
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AIC's new 100,000 square-foot Aircraft Completion Center (ACC)
will provide increased capacity for large-scale, production-level

aircraft modifications and systems integration. The ACC is
scheduled to be fully operational in February 2008, and will add
even greater capability to modify, assemble and missionize
rotary and fixed-wing aircraft for DoD and OEM customers.

The ACC will leverage the experience, commitment, innovation
and agility AIC is known for to directly support our customers'
missions. www.aicworld.com/acc



Inthe
Beginning
(of AAAA)...
Fifty Years

Ago

By MG (Ret.)
Carl H. M¢Nair, Jr.

June 6, 1942,
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Army Aviation Association of Americ

Wn the beginning, there was no
AAAA, The world was not flat, nor
was it devoid of life, water or air-

craft and pilots. And some thought that

this was good and the way it should
always be.

But Army Aviation was small, rela-
tively unstructured and possibly unap-
preciated, with the future unclear and
uncertain. The Air Force, Navy and
Marines took to the skies in modern,
sleck and sophisticated turbine pow-
ered aircraft to combat our cold war
enemies.

Five years after World War 11, the
Army had vet to develop an aircraft of
its own, while flying obsolescent fab-
ric-covered L-5°s and other commer-
cial off-the-shelf aircraft.

In 1950, the aluminum skinned and
then state-of-the-art Cessna L-19A
Birddog was a thing of beauty and a
Pentagon procurement bargain at less
than 530,000 per copy. Each field
artillery battalion had a “robust” sec-
tion of two Birddogs for artillery fire
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adjustment and liaison. The Korean
War was upon us and the Army had a
grand total of 56 utility and observa-
tion helicopters with no cargo heli-
copters in its inventory.

So, how did it come to pass two
short decades later, that Army Aviation
became such a formidable force, mov-
ing the Soldier into the third dimen-
sion of air mobility, while compressing
the fourth dimension of time for the
ground commander? We know that
story, as our history has been told time
and again, It was a history built on the
tactical successes and valor of Army
crew-members in the jungles of
Vietnam, on the plains of Europe, and
the deserts of southwest Asia. The
Army team has carned deserved prais-
es and admiration on all continents,

At the same time, how has the Army
Aviation Association of America
become the premier branch related
professional association in this great-
est Army on earth? AAAA stands
shoulder to shoulder, rotor blade to
blade, skid to skid with the Army
Aviation team. Over these years,
AAAA has served as a cohesive foree,
binding the aviation community
together by:

- Fostering public understanding of
Army aviation and military forces.

- Exchanging ideas pertinent to opera-
tions, maintenance, safety and person-
nel.

- Representing member interests.

+ Promoting esprit de corps and cama-
raderie.

Recognizing outstanding perfor-
mance of individuals and units.

- Cementing relationships with fellow
branches and services.

From Army Aviation's humble
beginning in 1942, came full combat
arms branch status in 1983, including
an aviation brigade alongside the
infantry, artillery and armor brigades
of America's divisions and corps, But
in those early years, a need was also
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401 a professional association for
munications, coordination and
prit akin to the infantry, cavalry,
sdillery and ordnance associations of
fhc day. Thus AAAA was born, across

7 a coffee bar and a kitchen table, stuff-

ing envelopes with mimeographed
lotters, news of “who was where and
what they were doing in Army avia-
tion.”

The Association of the U.S. Army
(AUSA), the largest private, not-for-
profit educational organization that
today supports our total Army, was
born in 1950, rising from the myriad
of branch associations that existed at
the time.

Concurrently, Art Kesten, a WWII
liaison pilot and an Army aviator, then
a serving reservist in the First U.S.
Army area, and his wife Dotty saw the
need for a prefessional-technical
association to enhance the knowledge,
image and well-being of the Army
aviation community.

They founded the embryo AAAA
magazine in 1953 — to kecp fellow
reservists and active Army aviators in
their area abreast of events — at the
astronomical cost of $2 per vear,

From a regional to Army-wide
focus, AAAA was born n 1957, with
two chapters and 1,407 charter mem-
bers.

Included were civilians, military in
cvery grade from NCOC to general
officer, and a handful of loyal industry
supporters.

Their names became indelibly
linked with Army aviation over the
next 50 years, in peace and in war.

Many are now in the Army
Aviation Hall of Fame, with most
having served in senior leadership
roles of both AAAA and the Army.

The founding president, BG Robert
M. Leich, attended “liaison pilot”
training at Fort Sill, Okla, in the
“Class before Class One.” Then CPT
Leich was the Army’s very first avia-
tion enginecring (maintenance) offi-
cer. As a major, Leich also became the
first, and for a leng time, the only
Army aviator serving in the Pentagon
during WWIL.

He established and managed the
original logistical support system for
Army aircraft deployed worldwide in
that conflict,

In retirement, he served as a civil-
ian aide to the Secretary of the Army
for many years, as well as AAAA's
awards chairman for 24 years.

ARMY AVIATION

BG Bogardus $. Cairns, commanding general of the U.S. Army Aviation Center, Fort Rucker,
Ala,, is shown handing his AAAA membership application to LTC Alexander J. Rankin, USA
Aviatien Board and the executive vice president of AAAA’s new Alabama Region in July 1957,
Also pictured here are {{ fo r}: LTC James L. Townsend, commander of the School Regiment;
COL John J. Tolson, assistant commandant of the U.8. Army Aviation School; and COL
William R. Tuck, deputy assistant commandant.

After 31 years of commissioned
service he personified the Army term
“retired, still serving.” The prestigious
AAAA National “Robert M. Leich
Award” is named after this distin-
guished Soldier and founding presi-
dent.

LTG Robert “Bob” Williams, alse
in the famous “Class before Class
One,” served in 1957 as the first pres-
ident of the Army Aviation Test Board
at Fort Rucker, Ala,, a legendary and
catalvtic element for new aviation
developments.

In that position, then COL
Williams, along with Art Kesten, car-
ried the organization’s proposal to
GEN Hamilton H. Howze, then direc-
tor of Army Aviation, G3, on the
Army Staff.

Howze, a man of few words, sim-
ply said, “Go with it.”

Williams then became AAAA’s
first sentor vice president, and later
following retircment, a national presi-
dent. He was also the first ground
forces officer to receive an instrument
rating and the designation as a Master
Army Aviator. Adding to thosc
achievemcnis, he later served as com-
manding general of the Army Aviation
Center at Fort Rucker from 1962 to
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1963; and the lst Aviation Brigade in
Vietnam, the largest Army aviation
force ever assembled, with 20,000
troops and 2,000 aircraft.

Kesten, AAAA’s firsi exccutive
vice president, drafted the initial By-
laws, which were taken to the
Pentagon for review by Howze.

Kesten remembers vividly the
meeting with Howze, and the gener-
al’s conciuding cobservation (perhaps
in jest), “You have my blessing, Art.
And | hope this isn’t the end of my
career.”

As all may recall, it was not the end
of his career as his next assignments
were all top Army commands of the
Cold War ers, the 82d Airborne
Division, XVIII Airborne Corps,
Eighth U.S. Army and as the
Commander in Chief of the United
Nations Command in Korea.

But Army history remembers him
best for the “Howze Board” studies
and the Army Air Mobility Tests of
the 1960s which led to the original
aviation brigade and organization of
the Air Assauit Division.

The Army had responded fo the
challenge of the Defense Secretary to
free itself from the “tyranny of the ter-
rain.”
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Army Aviation Asscciation of America

With Howze's “blessing™ in hand,
Kesten left the original By-laws with
the staff and moved out smartly.

He recruited officers and members
of the initial National Execulive
Board and transitioned a 4,000 sub-
scriber magazine into a national asso-
ciation.

Chapter programs, flight pay insur-
ance (until then provided only by the
Air Force Association), and the {irst
national convention all followed and
furthered the professional posture and
organizational hallmark of AAAA.

Thus, you have the genesis of our
organization, which today hosts 70
chapters worldwide, more than
16,000 members, a magazine circula-
tion approaching 20,000 and the most
robust scholarship program of any
branch activity.

The 50th Anniversary and the 2007
Annual Convention are taking place
in Atlanta, Ga.; and ironically, this
was the site of our first convention
foray outside of Washington D.C. in
1979. Prior to 1979, all conventions
were held in the D.C. area following
after the AUSA National Meetings in
October, But AAAA sought to be dif-
ferent, taking our National meeting to
the field, nearer the troops and their
families,

Member of the inifial AAAA National Executive Board and first AAAA V.P. for Public Affairs,

ol i

Campbell Chapter in 1960,

For almost 30 years, AAAA has
rotated these meetings on a recorring
basis in Atlanta, St. Louis, Louisville,
Fort Worth, Orlando, Charlotte and
Nashville.

These central metro areas were in
closer proximity L0 major aviation

CPT Howard E. Haugerud, left, is here briefing U.S. Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey,
about his 1965 trip to Norway as Deputy Inspector General for Foreign Assistance, U.S. State

Department,

ARMY AVIATION
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First AAAA President COL Robert M. Leich, third from right, attends the a¢tivation of the Fort

unit and troop concentrations, thus
lcss costly to our members for travel
and lodging, Outside of Washington,
all would have an easier opportunity
io gain the professional development
and camaraderic of thousands of fel-
low aviators and crew members and
their families.

We recognized our “brightest and
best” in front of peers and company
mates.

All could then hear from the
Army’s top leaders on how we can do
our job better and makc our Army
stronger.

There our industry and civilian
friends in middle America could also
visit and see the power, might and
pride in the aviation force.

As GEN Creighton Abrams once
said, “People are the Army.”

And great people they are in Army
Aviation!

—AAAA-
50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON — 1957-2007

Retived MG Carl H. McNain, Jr, s
the first Chief of the Army Aviation
Branch, a past AAAA National
President, an Army Aviation Hall of
Fame member, and the chairman of
the AAAA 50th Anniversary Planning
Conuniltee.
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Conception
for an Army
Aviation

Association

By LTG (Ret.)
Robert R. Williams

in a few short years immediately

preceding the founding of the
U Army Aviation Association of
America, several sigmificant events
occurred that presented the opportu-
nity and requirement for our having a
professional association.

Combat operations in  Korea
demonstrated the survivability, capa-
bilities and maintainability of the
helicopter and its potential lor many
Army roles,

This stimulated the imagination
and enthusiasm of ground comman-
ders and Army aviators alike for the
application of the helicopter in future
operations.

Mo longer were Army aviators per-
ceived as just “Cub pilots,” but as true
professionals with exciting experi-
ences and the technical knowledge
that needed to be promulgated within
the aviation community and sold to

the Army.

ARMY AVIATION
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. Army Aviation Association of America

The author Robert Williams, then a colonel, "at the office” circa 1957, around the time AAAA

was formed.

An Army aviation associalion, with
its own magazine for wide distribu-
tion, was needed.

New missions were approved for
Army Aviation, including medical
evacuation.

After wilnessing combal opera-
tions in Korea, the Army Surgeon
General sent back a message saying,
“it’s lives or helicopters. Send more
helicopters.”

Here was an exciting mission that
would get both the military and pub-
lic’s attention and give much support
for Army aviation,

We needed a means to spread the
word.

The Transportation Corps started
the cargo helicopter program.

This had two significant facets; it
put Army aviation in a new and very
expensive field that would get a lot of
attention at high levels and it brought
about the establishment of the war-
rant officer aviator program,

Aviation warrant officers were a
unique group.

They were experienced pilots, like
Mike Novosel, who had served as
commissioned officers in the other
services during World War 11 to lead
and teach young pilots who had just
graduated from flight school.

The young pilots matured rapidly
and performed magnificently.

This whole group was recognized
as the true professional pilots in our
Army.

With this background they needed
a voice within the aviation communi-
ty, an organization to push for flight
pay equalization, flight pay insur-
ance, and other issues unique to their
group,

They needed an Army Aviation
Association.

In order to support the new 12 bat-
talion cargo helicopter program and
the other expanding facets of Army
aviation, the Transportation Corps
took over the logistical support from
the Air Force. This was a major step.

The Army's assumption of this
responsibility generated a require-
ment for much greater contact and
exchange of information between its
aviation organizations and industry,

Flight pay had been contentious
and controversial within the military
services since before World War 11
when it was termed hazardous duty
pay and was 50 percent of base pay.

Many non-aviators resented the
pilots receiving this special pay.

In 1942 the introduction of Field
Artillery organic aviation presented a
new factor, and the mission required a
pilot and an observer,

The hazard was the same for each.

Should the observer be paid haz-
ardous duty pay?

As  Army aviation missions
expanded, -riding in airplanes as part
of the job became common for all,

The entitlement pay changed from
hazardous duty pay to flight pay, then
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Army Aviation Association of America

CW4 Michael J. Novosel 8r., the model of
the professional Army aviator and a Medal
of Honor recipient.

later to aviation career incentive pay.

The ACIP is much less than the 50
percent provided by hazardous duty
pay and was much more restrictive on
who could receive it, but it remains
contentious.

How much should it be, who
should get it, and for what? Should a
pilot receive flight pay as a skill pay
because he is a pilot, or should it be
paid only when he is practicing his
trade in a flying position? These ques-
tions were the same for all the ser-
Vices.

Another problem for the pilots in
all the services was what could they
do to protect their income if grounded
for medical or physical rcasons?

The Air Force Association offered
flight pay insurance.

Army aviators being dispersed
among many cairier branches, such as
the Field Artillery, Infantry and
Transportation Corps had no simitar
organization ta look to for this service.
None of the branches were sympathet-
ic to pilots even receiving flight pay.

Army aviators necded their own
association to provide insurance.

The solution for this need and to
provide the services identified above
was a professional association; with a
magazine carrying well-preparcd arti-
cles by members of the military and
advertising from industry, plus well-
attended conventions and technical
forums.

Life insurance without the “war

ARMY AVIATION

clause,” not available at a reasonable
pricc on the open market, was anoth-
er service highly desired by Army
aviators during the Victnam War.

Lifc and flight pay insurance poli-
cies could be provided by an Army
Aviation Association.

In 1954, the Army Aviation School
at Fort Sill, Okla., outgrew the avail-
able airspace and the school was
moved to Fort Rucker, Ala.

The Aviation Section of the Field
Artillery Board was also moved to
Fort Rucker and re-established as the
Army Aviation Board.

The Transport Aviation Test and
Support Activity and the Signal
Aviation Test and Support Activity
were created at Fort Rucker to work
with the Aviation Board and the
school command.

After combining these activilics,
Fort Rucker was designated the U.S.
Army Aviation Center in 1955.

Now Army aviation had its first
real and recognized home; but it still
needed an unofficial voice outside the
framework of the military.

Until 1955, as a lieufenant colone!
on the Army’s G-3 staff, I was the
senior Army aviator in the Pentagon
as the chicf of the Aviation Branch.

MG James M. Gavin, a famous
82nd Airborne Div. paratrooper, and
the G-3 then, wrotc a well-known
article entitled “Cavalry and T Don’t
Mean Horses,” which stimulated a lot
of thought about aviation at all levels
of the Army.

Gavin asked me why there were so
few regular Army officers in aviation.

[ explained that the perception of
the army leadership was that a career
in aviation was a dead-end street.

To illustrate this point, 1 pointed
out that the G-1 had a policy that
West Point graduates could not apply
for flight training until they had five
years of service, and by that time they
were over the age limit to apply.

I had previously challenged this
pelicy and was told, “We are not
going to invest four years at West
Point in a man for him to become a
pilot.” Gavin said let’s get that policy
changed.

At that time, West Point graduates
were required to take cither ranger or
airborne training on graduation.

Gavin’s solution was to give them
a third choice of flight training,

Over the strong objection of the G-
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1, Gavin convinced the Army Chief
of Staff that the option of flight train-
ing should be added.

This sent a mcssage that encour-
aged all regular officers to apply, even
if their superiors advised against it.

This opened the door for a large
group of regular officers io enter
flight training. [{ was too bad that we
didn’t have an Aviation Association at
that time to be our advocate.

(Gavin’s next major contribution to
avialion was raising the Army
Aviation Branch in the G-3 to a divi-
sion stalus and bringing in BG
Hamillon I}, Howze as the {irst dirce-
tor of Aviation.

This created a counterpart to the
Navy’s Vice Admiral and Marine’s
Lt. General heads of their respective
aviation,

If we were going to have an avia-
tion association, we really needed the
backing of somcone of the stature of
the Dircetor of Army Aviation.

Under Howze as director, aviation
expanded with the procurement of the
0OV-1 Mohawk in 1960 and the CV-2
Caribou in 1961 for newer, highly
visible fixed-wing missions.

Cne of the most significant devel-
opments that opened the door for an
Army aviation association to be horn
was the selection of a group of well
respected, highly qualified and sea-
soncd combat senior officers to attend

1 yenciog FE0-150,
B s

November 1958 issue of ARMY AVIATION
Magazine featuring a “Chrysler Aeria
Vehicle” on the cover,
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flight training and become rated avia-
tors.

Their emergence on the scene in
command and stafl jobs changed the
Army’s perspective of aviation from a
bunch of “Fly Boys,” who, if not
carcfully monitored, might sccede
from the Army as the Air Force had
done.

Forming an association would cre-
ate a respectable group and would not
be considered insurrection.

In 1957, the need for an organiza-
tion fo represent and serve all the
many facets of Army aviation was
seen by a group of World War II
artillery Cub pilots, who by then had
scen the problems and prospects [or
an. aviation force from a varicly of
Army staff positions.

The men: Glenn Goodhand in the
National Guard, Art Kesten with the
Army Reserves, Bob Leich in com-
munily relationg, Bryce Wilson in the
helicopter industry, Joe McDonald in
the fixed-wing industry, and lilmore
Swenson in personnel management
and myself banded together 1o ignite
4 spark.

Conneeted only by communica-
tions, long [ricndship and a dedica-
tion to Armmy aviation, this small
group examined whal would be
required o form an assoeiation.

The normal procedure would be to
prepare a charter and By-Laws, hire a
stall’ to administer the association,
including the publication of a maga-
zine, contracting for scrvices, and
assisting with [light pay insurance.

Wo had no Aviation Branch al that
lime; no organization lo slart the
action and no moncy 1o hirc a staif.

Fortunately, the sclution was therc
ahcad of us. Art Kesien had formed a
company four ycars carlier, Army
Aviation Publications, Inc. {AAPT) to
publish a magazine, initially for the
USAR and ARNG avialors in the
[irst Army area, which had already
expanded 1o many subscribers
throughout the Army.

Initially, the newly formed Army
Aviation Association of America
coniracted with Art and Dotty Kesten
to take on the entirc administration
done by other paid statfs of similar
associations and to do so at no cost to

the our association.

In return, they received the normal
subscriplion fec and retained owner-
ship of the magazinc and provided
complete administrative support for
all AAAA programs.

This arrangement has continued to
this day with the staff of AAPI and
has been vetted many times during
the past 50 vears.

Each time it’s proven to be the
most clficient and effective method,
and the least costly way to handle our
Association affairs.

~AAAA-
50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY 1LIVES ON — 1957-2007

past  AAAA  National

Retired LTG Bob Williams is one of
the original founders of the AAAA, a
1974 Army Aviation Hall of Fame
inductee and a former chairman of
the HOF scelection committee, and a
President
(1976-79).
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The Birth
of AAAA

By Arthur H, Kesten

pn the preceding articles by MG

(Ret.) Carl McNair and LTG (Ret.)
¥ Bob Williams, both alluded to the
informal aspects of AAAA's birth or
“underground.” All too true!

We did operate for 36 years out of
the basemenl in lwo successive
homes in Westport, Conn., and 1
assure you that many AAAA invoic-
es, meeting notices and invitalions
were folded and stuffed, and the mag-
azine page pasie-ups were occasion-
ally “worked” within six feet of an
upstairs refrigerator and oven.

“Why?" you might ask.

In the beginning, we absolutely
could not afford any other kind of
arrangement. It was that simple,

Later, as our commercial enterprise
magazine “ARMY AVIATION" grew

from a distribution of 4,000-plus
copies and we became responsible for
the administrative support of AAAA,
our staff increased from three to nine
persons.

We still found that we couldn’t
afford to support this size of a staff
and rent downtown commercial
office space.

By then, however, the back-
woodsy, cubby-hole existence had
become an accepted way of life for all
nine of us and we believe our whole
crew enjoyed its close up, day-to-day
intimacy.

This did not interfere with the
many visits and over night stays of
countless AAAA members who
stopped by while on official business
at nearby Sikorsky or Lycoming facil-
ities.

In ecarly 1957, Bob Williams indi-
cated that flight pay insurance was
indeed the “hook” on which we could
all hang our association hats, and he
said, “Art, let’s do 1t.”

To provide insurance, we quickly
recognized that three elements were
needed: an identifiable group that
would be eligible for the insurance;
an insurance company that would be
willing to take on the insurance at a
reasonable price, based on their
analysis of the risks involved in the
client group established; and a regis-
tered insurance agency.

First, the member group required
the incorporation of the AAAA in the
State of Connecticut; so the paper-
work was drawn up and the associa-
tion incorporated on March 11, 1957.
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Early Flight Pay Insurance Plan for AAAA
membars in 1958,

A set of detailed By-Laws had been
prepared at the same time and a brief
announcement concerning the cre-
ation of the AAAA appeared in the
March 1957 issue of ARMY AVIA-
TIOMN.

No details were given — just the
fact that the association had been
organized.

Meanwhile, we shopped the mar-
ket on the advice of several local
imnsurance brokers and selected the
Credit Life [Insurance Co. of
Springfield, Ohio as the initial under-
writing firm.

We asked CLIC to submit a pro-
pased Flight Pay Protection Plan pol-
icy based on the assumption that the

The first annual meeting in 1858 featured an aviation panel with (I to r): COL Robert F. Cassidy, COL Jack L. Marinelli, BG Richard D. Meyer,
BG William B. Bunker, Mr. Eugene L. Vidal, GEN Orval R. Cook, BG Frank H. Britton, BG Ernest F. Easterbrook, COL Hallett D. Edson, and
COL Robert M. Leich, AAAA's first Prasident.

ARMY AVIATION
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Army Aviation Asscciation of America

insured group would be the member-
ship of the AAAA.

In a follow-on meeting with the
state insurance comrmissioner in
Hartford, he approved AAAA as the
group entity, CLIC as its underwrit-
ing firm, and the proposed FPPP pol-
icy for AAAA.

We neceded association officers
and quickly, too.

On tap were a handful of WWII
veterans, both in and out of the ser-
vice, with whom we’d been in con-
stant contact through the magazine.

A good many of these same senior
aviators are cited in Williams’ previ-
ous article,

With these key leaders on board,
we completed the process of putting
“the round pegs into the round holes™
and came up with a suggested slate
of officers for AAAA’s first National
Executive Board.

Each NEB invitee was then con-
tacted personally by the writer and
asked to serve a one-year term in a
specific office and sent a copy of the
By-Laws for personal review.

Concurrently, we also contacted
some 180 individuals in the active
Army, Army Guard and Reserves —
officers, - warrants, NCOs and
Department of the Army civilians —
who were affiliated with industry.

ARMY AVIATION

t -
Sen. John L. McClellan delivers the Banquet address at the first AAAA Annual Meefing on
June §, 1959 at the Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. McClellan helped establish AAAA’s

first National Award in memory of his son, James, at this event.

They were located in 18 quite arbi-
frary “regions™ and each invitee was
asked to serve in an assigned role on
their Regional Executive Board.

For the most part, thesc early
AAAA wvolunteers-to-be were the
very same persons whom we knew
reasonably well in their having
served as our voluntary magazine

correspondents in the four years pre-

ceding AAAA’s establishment.

All accepted...so what did we have
then? On paper we had an “instant
association.”

In one month it was just a few doc-
uments; then a month later it was a
worldwide framework for a viable
organization.

It was now time for the Leaders to
Lead, and that they did.

They held their first meeting in the
Pentagon on April 18, 1957, the date
eventually chosen as AAAA’s birth-
day.

With members present, or present
by proxy, a necessary corporate
banking resolution and bank
account agreement was approved;
then each NEB member was direct-
ed to review the existing By-Laws
for additions and deletions and to
present such changes at the nexi
NEB meeting scheduled for June 6
at Fort Rucker, Ala,
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“Let’s get organized and take all of
the fun out of things,” exclaimed one
of the new NEB members!

It might scem like this thought
prevailed, but not so...there were a
greal many decisions made at the
second and later quarterly meetings.

Everything was debated, including
the AAAA’s winged foot emblem.

“Looks likc a foot in a foot bath,”
said one.

“Can’t think of a better way to
symbolize flying soldiers than a
winged foot,” said another.

“I call for a vate,” said a third.

The vote taken, we wound up with
the footbath.

Nothing was overlooked; we
debated important items and we
debated minutiae.

The Todidley Stage

Although AAAA was still a rela-
tive toddler at age one-and-a-half,
the urgency to move on, out, and up
took hold early.

At its September 1958 meeting,
the board thinking way ahead voted
to schedule its first annual conven-
tion (nee Membership Meeting) on
the following June 6, 1959.

Planned were the whole ten yards:
distinguished guests, speakers, pan-
els, and AAAA discussions.

This made sense, for AAAA really
was growing very rapidly in mem-
bership and new programs, as well as
in broad acceptance and prestige
within the Department of the Army
and industry circles.

A Dec. 1, 1958 progress report
indicated that we had 3,010 members
aboard, and that our five worldwide
regions and 17 chapters were pursu-
ing membership meeting activities
on a quarterly basis.

Nine months later at age 2-1/72, we
topped out at 4,633 members and 27
active chaplers, two gains that mea-
sured in excess of 50 percent,

It was apparent that virtually all of
the magazine’s subscribers had trans-
ferred over to an AAAA membership
and that “new blood” was joining
them.

In carly 1959, the NEB accepted
Sen. John L. McClellan’s (D-Ark.)
offer to provide an annual award in
memeory of his son James H.
“Jimmy” McClellan, an Army avia-
tor whe had died in a 1958 civilian
airplanc accidenl.
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MAJ Curtis J. Herrick, Jr., left, commander, and 156G Eldon R. Alexander of Co. B, 22Tth

Avn. Bn., 1st Cav. Div,, Fort Hood, Texas, accept the Outstanding Aviation Unit Award in
the Fifth U.S. Army area from Fifth Army Commander LTG George P. Seneff, Jr. during
AAMAA Region Awards Dinner. Herrick retired as a colonel and is now AAAA's representa-

tive to The Military Coalition.

That same wyear, AAAA, on its
own, initiated an “Army Aviator of
the Year Award.”

Had we bitten off more than we
could chew?

Not really, for the vehicle for the
presentation of these two awards
had been approved by the NEB ten
months earlier.

These were the first of what
would eventually total 11 national
awards.

Our first convention gathering in
1959 turmned out to be a huge, well-
supported success.

It started on June 5 with a classi-
fied panel session at Fort McNair,
Va., moderated by retired Air Force
Gen, Orval R, Cool, president of the
Acrospace Industries Association of
America.

Six key military leaders and three
aircraft  corporation  presidents
served as panelists.

That evening, more than 600
attendees enjoyed the convention’s
pre-anniversary reception and unlike
today, that function was hosted by
AAAA's 24 industry member firms.

On the next day, a symbolic June
6, additional unclassified military,
industry and AAAA morning and
afternoon sessions were held.

The 17th Anniversary of Army
Aviation luncheon that day marked

=8

the initial presentation of the
“Aviator of the Year Award.”

That evening’s black tie affair,
AAAA’s first annual awards ban-
quet, was attended by well over 650
pCrsons.

The highlight was the initial pre-
sentation  of  the “James H,
MeClellan Aviation Safety Award”
by Seén. McClellan,

In the audience that night were
seven other U.8. Senators and five
Congressmen and their spouses.

Their presence sparked the atten-
dance of many other top Department
of the Army leaders.

So there you have it — from
AAANS birth 1o foddler stage.

Suffice it to say that even at this
early two year point in time, you
wouldn't be wrong if you said...
*“You've come a long way, baby!”

—AAAA-
50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON - 1957-2007

KR

Art Kesten is a past AAAA Executive
Vice President and a charter mem-
ber, a member of the National
Executive Board, founder and editor
af ARMY AVIATION magazine, and
an Army Aviation Hall of Fame
inductee with his wife Darathy.
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' Army Aviation Assaciation of America

Moving Out:
Taking the
AAAA
National

Conventions
to the
Members

By LTG (Ret.)
Harry W.0, Kinnargl

o uring AAAA's October 1972
‘annual meeting held at the

" Sheraton-Park Hotel in Wash-
ington, D.C., 1 served as your nation-
al president. For the record, this was
AAAAN's 14th successive meeting
held in the D.C. and our seventh at the
Sheraton-Park Hotel.

Maybe the old saw, “Familiarity
breeds contempt™ applied here, or the
hotel took umbrage over our occa-
sional booking with the Shorcham
Hotel across the street. But in 1972
their registration desk clerks would
not honor the reservations of the entire
30-member Forl Rucker contingent,

Moreover, the French Embassy
phoned saying their director of army
aviation had been turned away and
that they were sending him back to
France.

Dorothy “Dotty” Kesten and T then
did some severe desk-pounding citing
our status as faithful Sheraton-Park
customers, The situation was righted,
but not without our having some seri-
ous misgivings aboul their actions.

During the 1973 to 1978 period,
we continued to use Washington,

ARMY AVIATION

Newly elected AAAA President LTG Harry W. O. Kinnard, Ret., addresses the National

Executive Board at the close of the 1970 convention,

D.C. arvea hotels with three of our last
four conventions being held in
Arlington, Va. The urge to quit the
D.C. scene grew stronger after our
20th straight gathering in the capital
and the undercurrent finally took over
in 1978.

Following the adjournment of the
Mational Executive Board’s Feh. 18,
1978 meeting, those NEB members
interested in the “convention site
issuc” were asked to attend a tack-on
meeting.

At AAAA President LTG Bob
Williams® request, two five-member
groups were asked to address the
issue as separate Red and Blue Teams.

TG Jack Wright and 1 were cho-
sen by Willlams as the respective
team chairmen. Qur teams cach stud-
ied the issue in detail, reconvened at
Bob’s call, and Jack and I then pre-
sented our “team positions.”

The following informal, point-by-
point summary was published in the
March, 1978 magazine.

My Blue Team position was “Move
the 1979 National Convention out of
the Washington arca.”

Among the “Pro” move points
were:

* Some perennials have attended all
past national conventions, but mov-
ing out means a new, enlarged audi-
ence,

+ Let’s show the chapters and the
regions that we're a part of them, and
that we’re one organization by poing

60

“TO" them.

« “Will it play in Peoria? " Yes, it will
be BIG news in Peoria. It was noted
that the Mayor of Savannah, Ga., has
declared the First Region's conven-
tion week there as “Army Aviation
Week."”

We never got any publicity in
Washington, and we had held 20 con-
seeutive D.C, area conventions.

« Let's try a move out of Washington
once and we'll know. The decision
would be for 1979 only and not for-
ever. The regional meetings have
been successful; we should assume
that a non-D.C. Mational Convention
would be more so.

= High-level people like to get out of
D.C. and they have a need to go out to
the field.

We'd also have attending mayors,
governors and senators at a non-DC
MNational Convention.

Moreover, we could get the atten-
dance support of the area industry and
subcontractors who never seem to
make it to DC.
= “Cut the cord.” and end our lock-
step, back-to-back tie to the
Association of the U.S. Army's annu-
al meeting.

A move out of D.C. would give
AAAA complete latitude as to the
place and season as long as the center
of gravity was Army aviation,

* The Mational Office could rmn the
convention and the region and chap-
ter members would be free to support

APRILAMAY 2007
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VIPs at the 1967 Convention Banquet pose for the camera. {l to r) Standing, LTC Don Luce and

%

Congressman John Young. Seated, MAJ Bob Cox, MAJ Billy Nunnelee, Mr, Cliff Kalista, Mr.
Barc Resler, Mrs. Hetty Cox, BG Bob Losey, Mr. Garth Slater, and Mr. Ray Sale.

the convention with attendance alone.

It would also give the sclected
region, if it so chose to do so, a
breather in that it could conduct such
a gathering as part of the national
convention.

Wright’s Red Team position was
“Keep the Convention in
Washington.”

Back then, Wright cited the 1971
minutes indicating thai the NEB had
rejected a well-developed plan to
move the 1972 national convention
from Washington, D.C. to St. Louis.

Among the Red Team’s points
were:

* A convention out of D.C. will not
attract many young Soldiers, They
are attracted first by chapter meet-
ings, then by regional gatherings, and
last by national events.
« "Why be great in Peoria?” Will
" our members go to a Peoria-like site?
Don’t change your form in a winning
game; there’s no reason to change if
you’re winning.

Make the change when you are
failing. Also, a meeting oufside of
Washington will weaken the regional
concept we'’ve pursued,

+ Support our chapters and regions
and help them to succeed, of course,
bul den’t usurp their activities.

* There’s more of a benefil to the
young members if they come to D.C.
(they visit assignment managers and
check records, etc.)

« Why “Cur the cord with AUSA?"”

ARMY AVIATION

The back-to-back AUSA-AAAA con-
ventions save transportation costs, etc.
» We may rof be able to get the key
people to attend.

» The Warrant Officers Association
has held two meetings outside of
Washington, and neither was as suc-
cessful as the oncs held in B.C.

« Other facts to consider included:

- The Hall of Fame inductions had
been non-D.C, events and they hadn’t
helped the Army Aviation Center
chapter’s overall membership.

- Selecting the site will probably
alienate more peoplc than the number
you'd gel to support a non-D.C. con-
vention.

- Those organizalions that have
moved their national conventions
around do not have regional struc-
tures.

After studying the sifuation, the
two teams made their presentations Lo
the NEB. Williams instructed the
attending NEB members to avoid
compromise. ble added that AAAA
could not afford a repeat of the NEBs
tum-about from 1972, and that the
board’s decision would be final.

The NEB disapproved a motion by
Wright to delay the decision until the
May 1978 Board meeting, and then
approved amolionina 2! lo 5 vote to
conduct the '79 National Cenvention
al a site other than one in the
Washington, D.C.

Williams then appointed me to
scrve as the chairman of a committee
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to select the date and site of the 1979
National Convention. I was to select
my committee members and then
submit our recommendations during
the May 1978 NEB meeting.

We hite the hullet!

The task of recommending a site
for the first non-D.C. meeting was
challenging and critical to the suc-
cessful execution of our committee’s
mandate,

We decided that the criteria for
selection would be that the site must
have suitable, available facilities; be
located where we could expect sup-
port by an interested Army activity;
and be ecasily and economically
reachable by commercial air.

As far as easy to get to by air, people
on the East Coast used to say, “If you
are geing to go by air it docsn’t matter
if you are going to heaven or hell, you
have to go through Atlanta, Ga.”

Atlanta emerged as the best loca-
tion. The facilities there were avail-
able and reasonable in price,

The U.8. Army Forces Command
was nearby and commanded by GEN
Bob Shoemaker, our only four-star
general officer Master Army Aviator.

Shoemaker had been my G3 in the
11th Air Assault Div. and command-
ed, in turn, an airborne infantry battal-
ion and the air cavalry squadron while
I commanded the Ist Cav, Div. in
Vietnam. T knew if we could get him
involved, the meeting would be a suc-
cess. So we recommended Atlanta.

Art Kesten, AAAA’s execufive
vice president, and his staff at Army
Aviation Publications, Inc, then made
the detailed search for facilities and
then the on-site arrangements. It was
a much bigger job than they had in
Washington, but it took place in a
friendlier atmosphere.

When Shoemaker accepted the
position as chairman of the
Presentations Committee and GEN
Bermard Rogers, the Army Chief of
Staff, committed to being the banquet
speaker — I felt that curiosity, interest
and enthusiasm in our Atlanta con-
vention would increase substantially
in our military, civilian and aviation
communitics. The end results were
rewarding.

The commanding gencral of the
U.S. Army Aviation Center, and the
head aviators on the Army General
Staff were there, as were the presi-
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The 1969 AAAA Annual Meeting Honors Luncheon, with ( | to r): GEN Hamilton Howze,

President AAASA; MAJ Patrick Brady, recipient of the Quistanding Aviation Unit of the Year
award; the Honorable Thaddeus R. Beal, Under Secretary of the Army; and MG John L.
Klingenhagen, director of Army Aviation. Brady later received the Medal of Honer for his
aclions on Jan. 8, 1968 and retired as a major general.

dents of every one of the major avia-
tion companics, The latler group not
only attended the meetings, bul par-
ticipated in an indusiry member panel
that set a precedent for later AAAA
conventions.

The four original 1957 Mational
Exccutive Board members were also
present and included: Past AAAA
President Bob Leich, Senior V.F. Bob
Williams, Treasurer Glenn Goodhand
and Exec. Sec. Art Kesten.

Did we draw the attendance of
many who had never been o AAAA
national gathering? You bet we did!

Professionalism prevailed in the
daylime, and camaraderic and a lot of
fun were shared in the evenings by
all. As with our 20 carlier D.C. meet-
ings, our spouscs joined us en masse,
The chapter receptions were not the
stuffy affairs we once knew in
Washington, but were very lively cos-
tume parties of great imagination.

So what was the bottom line? This
first convenlion was a good starl [or
our out-of capital area gatherings that
took “National” on the road to Si.
Louis, Fort Worth, Charlotlle,
Mashville, Orlando and Louisville.

The decision to bring AAAA to the
ficld was a great one!

~AAAA-
50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON - 1957-2007
B

Retived L1G Harry W, O, Kinnard is
a pasi AAAA National President
(1970-72), a 1974 Army Aviation
Hall of Fame inductee, and a gold
award recipient of the Hanorable
Order of 8t. Michael.
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The Army
Aviation

Hall of Fame
33 Years of
Preserving
Our

Heritage
and History

By MG (Ret.)
Benjamin L. Harrison

" s historians began to document
|* the many battles of the Vietnam
“War, it became known as the
“Helicopter War.” From the first sig-
nificant involvement of the U.5, mil-
itary in 1961, to the departure of U.S.
torces in 1973, battlefield operations
became heavily dependent upon
Army aviation and especially the
helicopter.

Acts of bravery, flying skill and
battle leadership became common-
place, but by no means ordinary.

Of course there were awards and
decorations, but the leadership of the
Army Aviation Association, at the
recommendation of COL  Ted
Crozier, concluded in 1973 that a
AAAA-sponsored Army Aviation
Hall of Fame should be established to
honor those persons who have made
an outstanding contribution over an
extended period, or a truly exception-
al achievement, and to record those

ARMY AVIATION

LTG George P. Seneff, right, receives his original portrait that hung in the old Army Aviation

Museum in the initial Army Aviation Hall of Fame at Fort Rucker. Seneff was inducted in the

first ceremonias conducted on June 6, 1974,

individuals and acts for posterity.

But it was not just for flying heroes
of the Vietnam War.

The Army Aviation Hall of Fame
(AAHOF) honors commissioned, war-
rant and non-commissioned officers
and Soldiers, and civilians from gov-
ermnment and industry who have con-
tributed in all areas of Army aviation.

To launch the AAHOF, the
Association decided to honor individ-
ual contributions from the wvery
beginning. Back in 1971, retired BG
Robert M. Leich, the chairman of the
Awards  Committee, appointed
AAAA founder Arthur “Art™ Kesten
to chair a sub-committee for the
AAHOF. Kesten's committee labeled
the periodic history of Army aviation
as the Prior fo [942 Period, the
1942-1949 Period, the 1950-1959
Period and the 1960-1969 Period.

This committee declared that any-
one could nominate an individual for
the AAHOF for any of these periods.
The commitice cvaluated the nomi-
nees, about 60, and selected two can-
didates for the Priar fo 1942 Period
and five candidates for each of the
other three periods. The AAHOF
committee ruled that AAAA mem-
bers with at least five years of mem-
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bership could vote for one of the two
candidates in the Prior to 1942
Period and for two of the five candi-
dates in each of the other three peri-
odls,

During the first induetions in 1974,
the following people were selected:
Prior to 1942 Tgor 1. Sikorsky.
1942-1949: LTG Robert B, Williams
and Frank N. Piasecki,

1950-1959: LTG George P SenefT
and LTG William B. Bunker.
1960-1969. GEN Hamilton H.
Howze and LTG Harry W. O.
Kinnard.

The same procedures were fol-
lowed in 1975 and 1976 by the selec-
tion committee chaired by COL
Rudolph D. Descoteau, except that in
1975, Arthur and Dorothy Kesten
were inducted as a team for the 1950-
1959 period.

On July 17, 1976 the MNational
Executive Board (NEB) created the
AAHOF Board of Trustees (BOT),
with retired GEN Hamilton H.
Howze as chairman, to “have the
responsibility for making the year-to-
year selection of inductees. Mo
attempt will be made henceforth to
select inductees according to the time
period, nor will any predetermined
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COL Ted A. Crozier initially proposed the con-
cept of a Hall of Fame to the AAAA National
Executive Board.

number of inductees be selected in
any year.”

This BOT selected seven individu-
als to be honored with AAHOF
induction in June 1977 at Fort
Rucker, Ala.; and decided to select on
a three-year cycle and conduct the
induction ceremonies during future
annual AAAA conventions. Seven
people were inducted in 1980 and ten
were selected in 1983,

Retired LTG Robert Williams
served as chairman for the 1992 and
1995 inductions and retired MG
George W. Putnam, Jr., conducted the
1998 and 2001 inductions.

As time past, the five-year AAAA
membership requirement for voting
eligibility was eventually reduced to
two years of membership in 1992,
and finally eliminated in 2001.

Over the vears, AAAA member-
ship participation in the wvoting
process began to decline, with small-
er percentages of ballots being
returned from members than the
number of ballots mailed out.

The NEB called for a comprehen-
sive review of the Hall of Fame selec-
tion process in 1999, The review com-
mittee was chaired by retired BG Rod
Wolfe, who was not a AAHOF
inductee at the time. The committee
concluded several key factors, includ-
ing: the significance of AAHOF was
not widely understood; the process for
selection was not widely known or
understood; the AAHOF was per-
ceived to be only for more senior peo-
ple; and that there was a reluctance to
prepare nominations.

&8

MG Benjamin L. Harrison, chairman of the
Board of Trustees for the Army Aviation Hall
of Fame and a past AAAA President.

Additional publicity was provided
and the balloting was opened to all
AAAA members for the 2001 induc-
tion. This did not help, as only 16
percent of the ballots were returned.
In 2004 it was even worse with only
6 percent of the membership voting.

The MNEB recognized with only
821 members out of 14,879 voting,
the selection process could easily be
skewed by a relatively small number
of voters. This resulted in the
AAHOF BOT conducting another
comprehensive review.

‘We looked at Army’s other [alls of
Fame and concluded our Army
Aviation Hall is quite unique. The
other combat arms-Infantry, Armor
and Artillery—do not have their own
Halls of Fame. However, the Army’s
Officer Candidate School (OCS) at the
Infantry Center, Fort Benning, Ga.,
has an OCS Hall of Fame, adminis-
tered by the commander of the OCS
Regiment, with yearly inductions,

The Transportation Corps has a
HOF administered by the comman-
dant of the Transportation School at
Fort Eustis, Va., and also conducts
yearly inductions, The Military
Intelligence branch also has yearly
inductions for its Hall of Fame and is
administered by the MI branch chief.
The Combined Arms Center has a
Fort Leavenworth Memorial HOF in
Kansas, with a Board of Governors
making recommendations to the
CAC commander.

For the 2007 induction, the selection
and induction process was significant-
ly different. It involved all 68 AAAA
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chapter presidents and the 45 members
of the Mational Executive Board carc-
fully evaluating the nominees, not just
voling for their top six choices out of a
hallot of 20 to 25 nominecs,

The Mational Office was asked to
compile the resulting three order of
meril lists (OML), which were dis-
tributed back with one for the chapter
presidents, one for the members of
the NEB, and another for the HOF
Board of Trustees. It was recognized
that several chapter presidents were
also members of the NEB. For the
purpose of developing the OML, the
chapter presidents voting would be
lahulated only once and be listed only
on the chapter presidents OML.

Each member of the three separate
L'«-‘dlllﬂlll'lg groups raled cach of the
nominations on a scale of zero to 10
points, with zero being the lowest,
then additional “cenler of mass”
instructions were given to insure a
valid distribution. The final results
this year showed an excellent degree
of correlation between the three
Sroups,

We are pleased to announce the 12
Hall of Fame inductecs for 2007:

- COL James C. Adamson

» MG Ronald K. Andreson
- BG John C. Bahmn, Jr.

- COL Norman M. Bissell

+ CWS5 Robert Ray Fladry

* MG Joseph N. Jaggers, Jr.
« CWS Stephen T. Knowles, 11
* MG James H. Patterson
- 5GM Kenneth G. Rich
 CWS5 Mary Cara Smalley
* BG Ruobert L. Stewart
- BG Roduney D. thlfc

Going forward, the AAHOF Board
of Trustees has decided that induction
into the AAHOF will become an
annual evenl, The intent 1z nol Lo
increase the number of people induct-
ed, but to focus more attention on the
AAHOF cach year and on the induc-
tion of the three selectees. This will
encourage more, better nominations,
especially from our currenl genera-
tion of warfighters: allows for accep-
tance speeches (not done since 1989);

and provides an opportunity for pic-
tures and videos of the induclecs,

The current members of the Board
of Trustees—-CW3 Randolph W, Jones,
CW4 Donald R. Joyee, COL (Dr.) Hal
Kushner, COL John W. Mam, LTG
Ellis D. Parker, MG George W.
Putnam, Dr. Harry 8. Robertson, MG
Richard E. Stephenson and CSM
Willy Wilson—join me in expressing
our mosl sincere apprecialion for the
unfailing support from the AAAA
Mational Executive Board,

~AAAA
50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON ~ 1957-2007

e e

Retired MG Benjamin [.. Harrison is
a past AAAA National President
(1992-95), the chairman of the Board
of Trustees for the Army Aviafion
Hall of Fame, a 1992 Army Aviation
Hall of Fame inductee, and a gold
award recipient of the Honorable
Chrder of St Michael,
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Your
Scholarship
Foundation

By BG (Ret.)

James M. Hesson, with
research assistance

by Arthur “Art” H. Kesten

How It Began

In 1963, only six years after the
founding of AAAA, a pioneer group
met to establish the AAAA
Scholarship  Foundation,  Inc.
(AASFI). The foundation was estab-
lished as a non-profil, tax-exempt
corporation in the State of
Connecticut to render financial assis-
tance for the college-level education
of members of the Army Awviation
Association of America, Inc.
(AAAA) and their children.

Currently, in addition to eligibility
for members and their unmarried
children, eligibility also includes
spouses, unmarried siblings, and
unmarried grandchildren of current
and deceased AAAA members.

In 1992, AASFI established the
“set aside scholarships™ for spouses
of members and upperclassmen and
these special scholarships are given
only to the designated type recipient.

In 1993, other special scholarships
were designated for warrant officers
and graduate students, and in 1994
company grade officers and enlisted
Soldiers were also added to this set-
aside program. In addition to the
scholarship grants, a four-year inter-
est-free loan program was started in
1990,

ARMY AVIATION

$1.00
PROCEEDS GO TO) A
SCHOLARSHiP muum?ﬁr?

Miss Barbara Daughtry, an Army civilian at the U.S. Army Aviation School, receives a donation
from CPT Richard C. Anglin during the Fort Rucker Chapter's marathon sale of the Army
Aviation Song on a 45-rpm record. The song was written by James Van Heusen, with lyrics by
Sammy Cahn. The recording was made by Mitch Miller and the Sing Along Gang. The proceeds
from the sales of the records were denated by the arlists to the AAARA Scholarship Foundation.

A Donation “Kick-Start”

The first scholarship awarded was
the result of a donation by the Ryan
Aeronautical Company of San Diego,
Calif. No written record exists as to
why AAAA wished to start a scholar-
ship foundation, but it was motivated
by the Ryan Acronautical donation.

On Dec. 6, 1963, the Certificate of
Incorporation was signed and the
“AAAA  Scholarship Foundation,
Inc.” was established in the State of
Connecticut. This corporation, sepa-
rate from, but in support of the
AAAA (which is also a Connecticut
chartered organization), was based on
the following original purposes and
standards to:

+ Render financial assistance to the
college-level education of selected
children or members of AAAA.

+ Conduct fund-raising activities for
the purposes of supporting the activi-
ties of the corporation.

+ Do all and everything necessary,
suitable and proper for the accom-
plishment of the purposes of the cor-
poration whether alone or in associa-
tion with other corporations, firms or
individuals

Fund Ralsing Start-Up

In the early years, fund-raising was
limited to direet mail solicitation let-
ters from the AASFI President and
from the sale of 5,000 copies of sheet
music of the Cahn-Van Huesen origi-
nal “Army Aviation™ song donated by

72

the Douglas Aircraft Company.

It became apparent that if the foun-
dation were to grow, direct solicita-
tion from industry, AAAA chapters
and individuals was required. A more
aggressive “marketing” effort was
initiated, but early progress was slow.

Early Scholarship Awards

From 1963 until 1985 our awards
(monetary grants) never exceeded 20
in number and a total of $10,000 in
value per year. Early scholarships
ranged from $100 to $500 and from
1964 until 1985, certificates of
achievement or merit award plaques
were presented to highly qualified
applicants for whom no scholarship
funds were available to award.

Some ftunds received during the
year were awarded that same year
and the base scholarship fund
remained low. In 1986 at a meeting at
Westport, Conn., a proposal was
made that the foundation would
establish a goal of $1,000,000 of
financial assets in ten years (by
1996). At the beginning of 1992, that
goal was reached, beating the target
date by four years.

The First $1,000 Award

In 1972, the first $1,000 scholar-
ship, designated the “LTG William B.
Bunker Memorial Scholarship” in
honor of one of the pioneers in Army
aviation logistics and acquisition,
was awarded along side the regular
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C. Goodwin, president of the Jimmie L. Hilton Chapter, Fort Sill, presents a $100 hon-

orarium to Roger Moseley, a 1964 AAAA Scholarship winner. Moseley was accepled to the tuition-
free U.5. Air Force Academy and forfelted a $500 AAAA Scholarship for the $100 honorarium.

award grants of $150 to $500.

In 1985, the Bunker scholarship was
increased to $1,500, a first at that level.
The Bunker award was again increased
to $4,000 in 1986, then to 35,000 in
1990, $10,000 in 1991, 14,000 in
1997, and 515,000 by 1998 More
recent awards of the Bunker and other
scholarships have been based on avail-
ability of funds earned by the
Foundation investment portfolio.

Scholarship Program Growth

The AASFI program is supported
today by an investment portfolio of
approximately $2.5 million dollars.

The earnings from the portfolio
and the annual donations from our
chapters, individuals and industry
donors—where funds arve received
and expended in the same year—com-
prise the bulk of our annual awards,

Starting with that single $1500
scholarship awarded in 1963, the pro-
gram has grown dramatically,

In 2006, we awarded 148 scholar-
ship grants and loans worth
$239,000, bringing the total awards
during the life of the program to
£3,103,625 in grants and loans,

Industry Support

This growth could not have
occurred without the outstanding
support of AAAA’s industry mem-
bers. Their strong financial participa-
tion “jump-started” the establishment
of endowments to allow earnings
from investments to become the prin-

ARMY AVIATION

cipal source of annual grants and
loans. A number of the industry mem-
bers contributed $50,000 which, in
recent years, has been augmented by
a 315,000 “matching” contribution
from the AAAA general fund.

Chapter Matching Scholarships

In 1969, the “Cub Club,” an organi-
zation of “senior” Army aviators
awarded Liaison Pilot wings, was the
first recorded organization affiliated
with AAAA that donated money to the
scholarship fund to underwrite a schol-
arship. In 1983, the Lindbergh Chapter
of St. Louis underwrote a $500 schol-
arship. The Washington, D.C. and Fort
Monmouth chapters joined in 1984;
and in 1987 they were joined by other
such chapters as the Checkpoint
Charlie in Berlin, Germany; the

Colonial Virginia of Fort Eustis, the
Phantom Corps of Fort Hood, Texas;
the Moming Calm in Korea, and the
Southern California chapter.

In 2006, 14 chapter matching
scholarships were awarded. This pro-
gram matches individual chapter
donations up to 55,000 per chapter,
per year from the AASFl general
fund (based on fund availability) and
are genetally awarded the year the
funds are provided.

In most cases, the scholarship
award goes right back to a local chap-
ter member's dependant in that chap-
ter, unless they are awarded a more
valuable grant.

Heritage Program

In 2000, the Heritage Organization
Matching Fund (HOMF) program
was established, The AASFI recog-
nized that there were a number of
organizations whose heritage was
related to AAAA, but who did not
have the infrastructure to manage a
scholarship program.,

They were also organizations that
did not have any new and younger
members to continue the organization
inte perpetuity and over time would
be only remembered.

The concept was straightforward -
the organization would provide the
funds to AASFI to manage, and the
applicant or the sponsoring person
must be a member of AAAA. As
earnings accrued, a minimum of a
$1000 scholarship would be awarded.
Priority would go the children and
grandchildren of the HOMF member.

The first organization was the
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Associa-
tion (VHPA) which provided funds

Growth of the AAAA Scholarship Program

(Year Average)
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The AAAA Scholarship program has grown in annual awards from one awards of $1,500 in
1963 to over 148 awards totaling $239,000 in 2006.
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BG John J. Tolson, center right, congratulates Robert Spears, son of LTC Leroy C. Spears,
outside left, on his award of a $500 AAAA Scholarship in 1963. Tolson was visiting Atlanta to
address the Atlanta Chapter membership.

for an award in 2001. They werc sub-
sequently followed by the Dust-Off
Association and their “CW4 Michael
J. Novosel, Sr. Scholarship”; the
114th Avn. Co. (Potomac Knights)
Assoc., the 7th Sdgn., 17th Cav. Regt.
(Ruthless Riders) Assoc., and the
Otter-Caribou Association.

Together, thesc orgamizations have
approximately $135,000 in assets carn-
ing funds for scholarships. As with the
chapter and industry matching pro-
gram, the AASFI provides a match for
the first $15,000 in funds donated.

Grant/Loan fiward Policies

Since inception, the scholarship
award program has been based on
individual merit. Applications arc
screened by the AAAA National
Office to determine eligibility and if
the applicant is a member or a direct
relative of a parent or grandparent
member. The application is “suni-
tized” where all references to names,
rank of applicant or sponsor, and
where appropriate, location, are
removed from all documentation.

After an initial sorting by the
National Office in each category -
undergraduate, upperclassman, grad-
uate, etc., the application packages
are presented to a selection board con-
sisting of AAAA and Heritage pro-
gram members, and representatives of
all ranks from the active Army, Army
National Guard, Army Reserve,
retirees, Department of the Army
civilians and industry. This board
meets annually in July in the national
capitol region where the files are
scored by multiple evaluators, much
like a military promotion board.

ARMY AVIATION

The composite scores are tallied
and an order of merit list (OML)
which rank orders the applicant cate-
gories is cstablished. The highest-
ranking applicants are awarded the
most valuable grants. Only after the
OML awards are made are the indi-
vidual awardee names revealed.

For those who are not awarded
grants, but have indicated they would
like an interest frec loan, they are also
ranked and informed that a $1,000
loan for each of the 4 years of under-
graduate study is available.

Loans arc self-perpetuating and the
loan repayment starts after a student
graduvates, with a minimum payment
of $50 per month with no interest
charges. The repayment goes inlo the
gencral fund and becomes available
for new loans. Currently, 10 loans are
authorized annually.

Financial Award Policies

Our policies related to how much
we award annually have varied over
the years. In the carly ycars as money
was received, we gave it out. For
example, in 1963 we reccived $1,500
and awarded it.

Early Foundation Board of
Governors recognized that AASFI
needed to develop a source of funds
that would allow us to grow and use
earnings on the investments as the
source of funds for the scholarship
grants. To make the transition with-
out stopping awards, in some ycars
we gave grants in excess of camings.

In 2001, with the stock market
reversal following the Sept. 11th ter-
rorist attacks, all AASFI assets were
cashed out from the managing stock-
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broker and a detailed look te our
future was conducted. In addition, all
of the laws, policies and procedures
for management of our assets were
reviewed. The Uniform Management
of Institutional Funds Act, or
UMIFA, requires that we not invade
the endowed principal of a funded
scholarship without the express
approval of the donor.

Review of all endowed funds was
completed, funds reinvested and a
new policy established — a “spend
rate” of 3.5 percent of the endowed
funds is the current annual limit.

This allows the funds to grow over
time and reduces the risk of invading
the original principle amount without
the sponsor’s approval. This also
brings us in line with the managers of
other endowed programs.

The Bottom Line

The Army Aviation Scholarship
Foundation has had a great beginning
and more is to come. In 44 years of
growth from a $1500 donation to $2.5
million in assets, the foundation has
focused on our AAAA members and
the support of our Soldiers and their
families, The foundation is fiscally
sound with aggressive ongoing market-
g efforts to raisc additional funds.

Management of the funds is han-
dled by a well-qualificd financial
instituiion to ensure assets are pro-
tected and long-term growth occurs.

After the more than $3 million in
awards, AAAA members recognize
that the scholarship program is a sig-
nificant membership benefit.

They also understand that the
award process is fair and cquitable as
rank and position of the applicant and
AAAA member parent arc removed
from the files. It is all about merit in
awarding the mosi money 1o the most
qualified students.

The future is bright as we continue
to support our AAAA membership.

~AAAA—

50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON - 1957-2007
BG (Ret) James M. Hesson is a past
AAAA National President (1989-91),
a gold award recipient of the
Honorable Order of St. Michael, and
a past President of the AAAA
Scholarship Foundation, Inc. Thanks
lo Art Kesten for providing research
assistance for this article.
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National
Guard
Aviation,
AAAA and

the Total
Force
Policy

By Dr. Michael D. Doubler

has provided a wide range of

capabilities in support of the
nation’s defenses, This has never
been truer than with the development
of the Army MNational Guard (ARNG)
aviation force.

An important aspect of that story
has been the close ties between
AAAA and ARMNG aviation. This
relationship has flourished under the
Total Force Policy, a Department of
Defense program that relies upon cit-
izen-Soldiers just as much as active
duty personnel to defend the country.

A number of key personalities have
forged strong ties between the Guard
and AAAA, all under the protective
umbrella of the Total Force Policy.

The ARNG aviation program was
born in 1948, almost a full decade
before the start of AAAA in 1957
The same year AAAA was organized;
ARNG aviation included only 1,154
qualified pilots with an inventory of
640 fixed wing aircraft and 107
observation helicopters.

Sinm 1636, the National Guard

A Guard Aviation Pioneer
Mo one has been more responsible

ARMY AVIATION

2l [ L\
Go. B, 1st Bn., 171st Avn. Regt,

Florida Army

National Guard, responded to Hurricane

4] i

Katrina victims in 2005. Whether disaster relief, or combat operations, our reserve compo-
nent aircrews are there 2477, In 2006, AAAA was the first organization to pass a resolution for
full Aviation Career Incentive Pay for our RC crews.

tor the development of ARNG avia-
tion than retired COL John J. Stanko.

A member of the Army Air Corps
in World War II, he became a light
aircraft pilot in the Pennsylvania
Mational Guard in 1954,

Since the day he volunteered,
Stanko loved serving with the Guard
until his civilian retirement in 1993 as
chicf of the ARNG Aviation Division.

Stanko was an advocate of the
Total Force Policy with one impor-
tant qualification; active duty
Soldiers, Guardsmen and Reservists
have their own unique characteristics
and should not be treated as one.

Instead, the Army should seck to
exploit the strengths of its three com-
ponents, minimize their weaknesses,
and draw out the best traits in each.

Stanko first came to the National
Guard Bureau (NGB} in 1966, and by
the time of his retirement, ARNG avi-
ation was arguably the largest, sepa-
rate military aviation force in the
world, consisting of 2,800 heli-
copters, 150 fixed wing aircraft, and
6,800 aviators.

He is most satisfied with his role in
the creation of ARNG aviation logis-
tics, maintenance and training organi-
zations and infrastructure. Stanko is
proudest of the outstanding safety
record Guard pilots have established;
in 1990 the ARNG achieved a zero
percent accident rate, an unheard of
accomplishment,

In early recognition of his many
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accomplishments, Stanko  was
induct— Stanko is quick to point out
that one unique aspect of AAAA’s
founding is that of the 45 original
members, 13 were Guard state avia-
tion officers, When the NGB urged
its pilots to join AAAA, he believed
they should organize their own local
chapters where they could participate
more fully in activities.

For more than seven years Stanko
served as AAAA's secretary-treasurer
and iz one of only two members of
the National Executive Board ever to
earn the title “member emeritus” with
permanent vating privileges.

Another Torch Bearer

MG Raymond F. Rees, the current
Adjutant General of Oregon, personi-
fied the close cooperation between
ARNG aviation and AAAA in the
1980s and 1990s.

Following a combat tour in
Vietnam, he became rated in the OH-
58 and AH-1 during a tour of duty
with the 82nd Airborne Division.

In 1973, Rees left active duty and
joined the Oregon Mational Guard
where he flew the UH-1.

“There were senior warrant officer
aviators in the Oregon Guard who
had been pilots in World War I1,”
Rees recalled, and he was in awe of
their experience and skills and their
willingness to share both with
younger pilots,

In addition to multiple tours as the
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Army National Guard aviation personnel are deployed around the world supporting the Global
War on Terrorism. Here MAJ J. Ray Davis, left, and CPT Jay McElveen, two South Carclina
ARNG AB-84A pilots, display “Old Glory” after a long mission to provide aerial security for 40
polling sites around Mosul, Irag for the Iragi national elections on Jan. 31, 2005.

Adjutant General of Orcgon, Rees"

most recent senior assignments
included director of the Army
National Guard; vice chicel of the
NGB; and chief of staff for the U.S.
North American Aerospace Defense
Command ‘and TU.8. Northem
Command. All through these key
assignments, Rees has advocated the
important role of AAAA to ARNG
aviation.

“AAAA is very helpful and sup-
portive for the Total Force Policy, not
just superficial things, but real sub-
stance,” he observed. He has been a
AAAA member since the 1970s, and
since 1998, he has served on its
National Executive Board,

When the Army began the plan-
ning and execution of the Army
Aviation Modernization Plan in the
1990s, Rees served as the chairman
of a Guard task force to consider the
program. As a result, AAAA proved
helpful in insuring that Guard avia-
tion assets were equally distributed
across the country.

As Oregon’s Adjutant General,
Rees has seen the positive benefits of
ARNG aviation for state missions
and the War on Terror,

Aviation is one of the essential
capabilities that governors require in
cvery state and territory. For home-
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land security missions, only aviation
has the ability to get to a scene quick-
ly, make accurate assessments, and
rapidly iransport key personnel and
resources to the crisis point.

Rees is proud to note that Oregon
aviators have served with distinction
in Afghanistan and Iraq, while flying
UH-60, CH-47D and C-23 aircraft on
every conceivable type of mission.

He believes the most dramatic
example of the Total Force Policy at
work today in the aviation commuii-
ty is the deployment in August 2006
of the 36th Combat Aviation Brigade.

Consisting of 2,700 Guard aviators
drawn from as many as 44 states, the
36th CAB is the first of the ARNGs
transformed combat aviation brigades
mobilized for the war in Iraq.

Citizen-Solfier Aviator

In recent years, retired COL
Robert E, Godwin has come to the
forefront as a citizen-Soldier aviator
who has strengthened the ties
between the Gurard and AAAA while
advancing the Total Force Policy.

His assignments include command
of the 1st Bn., 111th Avn. Regt., an
attack helicopter battalion in the
Florida Guard, and as the senior
Guard advisor to Fort Rucker.

Retired from the Guard in 1999,
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Godwin, now a Department of the
Army civilian, currently serves as the
NGB’s deputy chief of the Aviation
and Safcty Division. Under Godwin’s
leadership, ARNG aviation and
AAAA have collaborated to promote
simulations technologies for all of
Army aviation. The best example is
the Aviation Combined Arms Tactical
Traincr or AVCATT, Originally con-
ceived as a simulator for Guard avia-
tors, the AVCATT has become an
Army-widc asset.

Another clear example of the Total
Force Policy in action came with the
canccllation of the RAH-66 Comanche
program, when the Guard and AAAA
worked together to provide funding for
recognized ARNG shortfalls. Godwin
also constantly promotes AAAA mem-
bership, and today as many as 20
AAAA chapters have a majority metn-
bership of Guard aviators.

Guard Aviation and RAAR

With the War on Terror, the ARNG
aviation community can clearly
declare...“We are there!” The Total
Force Policy is alive and well within
the Army aviation community, due in
no small part to the close cooperation
between the ARNG and AAAA,
which has allowed citizen-Soldier
aviators to receive the resources nec-
essary to permit them to serve as a
full partner in the War on Terror,

Whether flying high altitude mis-
sions in Afghanistan’s eastern moun-
tains, conducting combat and support
missions over Iraq’s urban centers, ot
rescuing American citizens from
Hurricane Katrina’s floodwaters,
ARNG aviation has indeed proven that
it is a full partner in the Total Force.

[f the last 50 years are an indicator,
ARNG aviation and AAAA will cer-
tainly enjoy a supportive and mutual-
ly beneficial relationship in the
decades to come.

“AAAA-
50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON — 1957-2007

Dy Michae! D. Poubler is a historian
and the author of “Civilian in Peace,
Soldier in War: The Army National
Guard, 1636-2000" and several other
books. He resides in Alexandria, Va.
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AAAA and
The Military

Coalition
Take On

Capitol Hill

By COL (Ret.)
Sylvester *Sy™ Berdux and
LTC (Ret.) JoAnn Eberle

uring a 1992  National

Executive Board meeting, a

motion was brought forward
and approved for AAAA to join the
other 20 veteran service organiza-
tions (VSO) of The Military
Coalition (TMC).

Since that day fifteen years ago,
AAAA has been represented by MG
{Ret) Charles “Chuck” Drenz from
1992 to 1994, COL (Ret.) Sylvester
“Sy” Berdux from 1995 through 2005,
LTC (Ret.) JoAnn Eberle from Jan. to
Oct. 2006, and COL (Ret.) Curt
Herrick from Nav. 2006 to present,

These dedicated AAAA members
have lent their time, talents and
efforts to improving the recruiting,
retention and readiness of the Armed
Forces, in conjunction with the other
organizations in petitioning the
departments of Defense and Veteran's
Affairs, and the Congress for military
compensation and benefits packages
commensurate with the “extraordi-
nary demands and sacrifices associat-
ed with military service.”

Throughout its history, AAAA has
been dedicated to bettering the lives
of America’s fighting forces, as well
as their families,

ARMY AVIATION

f e By,

AAAA President BG Tom Konitzer, top left, joins 30 other leaders of the organizations that

make up the 5.5 million members of The Military Coalition during their annual 2005 gathering

at the NGAUS Headquarters in Washington, D.C.

Ower the last 25 years as part of the
TMC with AAAA members assis-
tance — through letters, cards, e-mails
and visits to Capital Hill - AAAA has
played a decisive role in winning
enactment of virtually every signifi-
cant legislative initiative affecting
compensation and benefits for active,
Reserve and Guard, and retired ser-
vice members.

Mike Higgins, a professional stafl
member who works on the House
Armed Services Military Personnel
Subcommittee, believes the coali-
tion's grassroots support helped carry
such issues as TRICARE for Life
(TFL) and concurrent receipt.

In fact, during the fight to win con-
current receipt, coalition members
sent 25,000 communications Lo
Congress in two days. “The postcards
and phone calls we receive make a
huge difference,” Higgins said. Many
of the letters, e-m ails and phone calls
were from AAAA members.

Twelve military veteran's service
organizations realized the value of
speaking with one voice when they
banded together 21 years ago to form
TMC in 1985, At the time, the coali-
tion's primary focus was to repeal the
Gramm-Rudman-Hollings  deficit
reduction law, which would have
imposed a 22.5 percent reduction in

a2

military retired pay value for a seven-
year period.

The law was repealed the follow-
ing year, and the fledging TMC was
recognized as a force to be reckoned
with and has continued to be so.

In 1996, TMC incorporated as a
nonprofit, tax-exempt organization in
Virginia. TMC is comprised of 36
military and veterans’ organizations
and represents more than 5.5 million
active duty, National Guard, Reserve,
retirees and veterans of the uni-
formed services, as well as their fam-
ilies and survivors.

Many of AAAA goals are similar
to the coalition, which include:

Maintaining a strong national
defense provided by dedicated,
skilled and highly capable personnel
in the seven uniformed services.

* Maintaining military service com-
pensation and entitlements at levels
sufficient to attract and retain our
professional serviee members in
careers to support the nation.

* Representing the interests of all uni-
formed services, including members'
families and Survivors, and respond-
ing to actions detrimental to compen-
sation and entitlements carned by
members of that community through
years of dedicated service,

* Educating the public on the extraor-
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dinary demands and sacrifices associ-
ated with a mulifary carecr, and the
need to maintain a similarly unique
system of compensation and benefits
sufficient to altract and rectain the
number of high-quality personncl
needed to meet the nation’s short- and
long-term defense requircments.

TMC’s philosophy is “by working
together on issues of mutual agree-
ment, the participating organizations
can harness the grassroots support of
mere than 5.5 million members, plus
their families, and accomplish far
more than by working on these initia-
tives separately.”

When one or more of the coalition
organizations is invited to testify
before Congress, we frequently coor-
dinate the testimony with the other
TMC associations and present it on
behalf of the entire coalition. This
lends greater weight and unanimity to
the testimony than if it were present-
ed by any individual association,

20 Years of TMC Achisvements

Working together, some of TMC’s
key victories during the past 20 ycars
include:

1986 - Repealed Gramm-Rudman-
Hollings deficit reduction law that
caused a 22,5 percent curtailment of
military retired pay cost of living
allowances (COLA) for seven years.

1989 - Won premium reduction
and open-enrollment season for the
Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) after a
four-year effort.

1992 - Achieved temporary early
retirement authority to facilitate equi-
table force draw downs.

1994-1996 - Restored COLA equity
by repealing military-specific COLA
delays the Defense Depariment and
Congress attempted to curtail.

1995-1996 - The Aviation Career
Incentive Pay (ACIP) and Aviation
Career Continuation Pay Act of 1974
was brought to the atfention of
Congress, revised, updated and
passed in 1996. This act provides
additional pay for aviation service in
order to attract and retain officer vol-
unteers in military aviation.

1998 - Won 30-year paid-up SBP
coverage {cffective 2008) following
five to six years of effort.

1999 - Repealed REDUX system
that cut post-1986 cntrants’ retire-
ment benefits by 22 percent.

1999-2603 - Repealed statutory
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military pay-raise caps.

2001 - Won TFL and TRICARE
Scnior Pharmacy programs. AAAA
and TMC pursued this effort for over
12 years and finally accomplished it
with the strong assistance of a num-
ber of dedicated Congressional mem-
bers and stalf. Based on grass roots
feed back, this probably is the single
most important achicvement in
TMC’s history. Additionally, achicved
nearly a 50 percent increasc in aclive
duty GI Bill benefits.

2003 - Won concurrent receipt for
combat-disabled scrvice members
and those with 50-plus percent dis-
ability ratings.

2004 - Phased out the age 62 SBP
“widows fax.” When retiring scrvice
members signed up for the SBP in the
19703, “B0s and ‘90s, they were told
that after a sponsor dics the spousc
would rcccive 55 percent of the
retired pay for the rest of their life.
Instead, SBP annuity dropped to 35
percent when the spouse turncd 62
and began collecting Social Sceurity,
causing them to lose more than $400
a month. In the 1990s, AAAA and
TMC ook up the 1ssue and battled for
more than a decade to end this
mequily. A couple of years ago, per-
sistence paid off when Congress
passed legislation that phases ont the
age 62 SBP Social Security offset by
April 1, 2008.

2044 - Won premium-based TRI-
CARE Reserve Select coverage for
mobilized members (and their fami-
lics} of the Selected Reserve who
have been mobilized at least 90 days
since Sept. 11, 2001, and continue to
serve in 1he Reserve.

2005 - Won a 3.5 percent pay raise
for active Army, Guard and Reserve
members; and doubling the sorvivor
education benefit eligibility period to
20 years following a service mem-
ber’s death while on active duty, Won
permanent [D cards at age 75 for
spouses and survivors of military
retirees.

2006 - Prohibited increases to TRI-
CARE prime and standard, pharmacy
co-pays, and Reserve Select premiums
in FY 2007, Increased end strength by
30,000 for the Army and 17,000 for
the Army Guard over the President’s
original budget request; won eligibili-
ty for all drilling reserve members for
TRICARE coverage at the lowest cur-

rent premium {28 percent of cost);
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Authorized permanent 1D cards for
permanently disabled dependents of
retirees; provided $400,000 free life
insurance coverage for members
assigned to Iraq and Afghanistan;
restricted unscrupulous lending prac-
tices by imposing a 36 percent annu-
al interest rate cap on loans to ser-
vicermembers; and adopted a 2.2 per-.
cent pay raise, with additional target-
ed increases for warrant officers and
senior enlisted grades.

Indexed military death gratuity to
increase annually by same percentage
as basic pay raise and increased the
maximum YA home loan guarantee
amount to $333,700.

Strength in Numhers

There’s a multiplier effect that
comes from working with other orga-
nizations that share the same goals,”
said retired Navy Master Chief Joe
Barnes, TMC’s ce-chair and national
executive secretary for the Fleet
Reserve Association. “You create sig-
nificant synergy, which results in a
win-win for all members of the coali-
tion,” he said,

AAAA will continue working in -
the future with TMC and to build on
our legislative successes. We are ded-
icated to Dbettering the lives of
America’s fighting forces, as well as
their families,

AAAA with TMC’s assistance will
continue to introduce and seek signif-
icant legislative initiatives affccting
compensation and benefits for our
active, Reserve and Guard, and
retired service members.

We ask each AAAA member to
stay abreast of the issues that affect
his or her quality-of-life, and bring
issues to the attention of their chapter

leadership and the National
Executive Board.
Always keep in mind...” what

Congress gives, Congress can take
away.”
—AAAA-
50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON - 1957-2007
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Retired COL Sylvester “Sy” Berdux
and retived LTC Jodnn Eberle are
immediate past AAAA TMC represen-
tatives and the authors of numerous
Legislative Reports featured in past
issues of ARMY AVIATION Mugazine.
Retired COI Curt Herrick is the cur-
rent AAAA representative to TMC.
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Remembrances
of Garmisch
and AAAA’s
European

Conventions

By MG (Ret.)
Rudolph Ostovich 111

s he mere thought brings a smile to
my face. Snow piled high on A-
framed lodges; skiers making

their way down the slopes with vary-

ing degrees of skill; friends, family
and fellow warriors assembling from
all over Europe to enjoy a few days
together amongst the brotherhood
free from the cares and toil of daily
responsibility. These are my remem-
brances of the annual U.S, Army,

Europe  (USAREUR) AAAA

Conventions in Garmisch, Germany.

We were at the height of the Cold
War with more than 130,000 1.S.
Soldiers assigned to USAREUR as
part of the grand NATO alliance. On
the other side of the “Iron Curtain”
stood the Group of Soviet Forces-
Germany and its Warsaw Pact allies,

We were two forces equipped with
the most modern and lethal weapons
systems, each faced off against the
other and ready at a moments notice
to do batile,

Army Aviation was well represent-
ed within the U.S. force with large
aviation battalions in each of the four
divisions, the air cavalry troops of
two armored cavalry regiments, avia-
tion groups supporting two corps, and
a long list of other aviation, air trafTic
control, aerial exploitation, and main-
tenance units all trained, organized
and equipped for high end conven-
tional warfare.
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AAAA Stuttgart Chapter members gather in Garmisch for the October 1958 European

Convention.

I'rom these units and local chapters
came the leadership that governed
AAAA in the USAREUR region, and
this regional AAAA organization was
the one that planned and executed the
annual aviation conventions in
Garmisch, which were second in size
only to the annual AAAA National
Conventions held in the United
States, The exhibit floor was filled
with the latesl weapons systems and
flying machines at no small cost to
industry that must absorb the added
expense for deploying their exhibits
across the Atlantic,

Continuing education and profes-
sional development programs fine-
tuned to address conlemporary
issues; the newest tactics, techniques
and procedures; and the latest devel-
apments in Army avialion. Senior
leaders from across the Army came to
address our aviation audience.

It was here in 1984 that MG Bobby
“Bo” J. Maddox, commanding gener-
al of the U.5. Army Aviation Center
and Fort Rucker, Ala., announced the
formation of our new Aviation
branch.

OF particular value is the unique
contribution made by our NATO
allies who came o the convention and
contributed to the program with as
much enthusiasm as our U8, forces,

Though there was more than suf-
ficient professional development
scheduled during the convention to
justify permissive temporary duly,
our Soldiers also came to Garmisch
to spend time with their families,
walk the streets of lovely Bavarian
towns like Oberammergau, visit the
beer halls of Munich or climb the
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Zugspitze for a spectacular view of
the valley below,

Skiing was a big draw, and why
not? Garmisch sits at the base of the
Alps with casy access to Austria and
Switzerland. To our great advantage,
the Army assumed ownership of
some of the nicest guest houses in the
area following the defeat of Nazi
Germany. Places like the WVon
Stueben Holel, the lodge at Eibsee,
and Berchtesgarten next to Hitler’s
famous “Eagle’s Nest” redoubt; all
offered comfortable accommodations
to enjoy the conference and time
together with family and friends.

As the Iron Curfain crumbled, the
Soviet Union dissolved, and our mil-
itary presence in Europe was
reduced, the AAAA USAREUR
Convention came (o an end in.

Remembrances of a time gone by
when aviation Soldiers and their fam-
ilies came o Garmisch to learn, play
and revel in each others company are
all that remain.

It reminds me that then, as now,
the AAAA plays an Important role in
supporting our aviation Soldiers and
their families,

~AAAA-
30 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
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Retired MG Rudolph "Rudy”
Ostovich 11 is an AAAA vice presi-
dent on the National Execuiive Board
and the president of the Washington-
Potomac  Chapter, a  former
USAREUR Region AAAA president,
and served as the fourth Chief of the
Army Aviation Branch ({989-1991).
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Convention.

awards like the “Aircraft Survivability
Award” in 1980, the program expand-
ed to over 30 awards today.

Since the establishment of the first
AAAA award — the “James H.
McClellan Safety Award” in 1959 —
recognition of excellence had always
been a big part of the AAAA mission.

The program recognizes all aspect
of the Army aviation comnrunity, to
include the new “Crew Chief of the
Yeat,” the “Flight Medic of the Year”
and the “Fixed Wing Unit of the
Year,” to the new “Unmanned
Aviation Systems Operator and Unit
of the Year” awards.

In 1989, one of the most popular
programs that AAAA has ever sup-
poried was established. This is the
Honorable Order of Saint Michael
program which paralleled the Order
of Saint George and Order of Saint
Barbara for our sister combat arms
branches. As the executive agent for
the Aviation Branch, the AAAA
National Execcutive Board denated
$20,000 in cscrow to kick it off. Since
then, more than 5,500 OSM awards
have been presented to outstanding
Soldiers and civilians over the years.

A similar national program, the
Honorable Order of Our Lady of
Loreto was established in 2004 at the
suggestion of COL Tony Crutchfield,
president of AAAA’s North Country
Chapter at Fort Drum, N.Y.

The OOLL award recognizes spous-
es and others in the local community
who support our aviation Seoldiers.
Over 175 of these awards have been
presented Just in the last thiee years.

Most recently, the AAAA has
expanded its Distinguished Graduate
award program. For decades, the
AAAA just underwrote the cost of the
Distinguished Graduate’s wings and

ARMY AVIATICN

The founders of Army Aviation Pubfications, Inc., Art and Dotly Kesten at the 1970 AAAA

provided a suitable plaque or memen-
to to all aviator classes at Fort
Rucker; Fort Eustis, Va.; and at the
Eastern and Western Army National
Guard Aviation Training Sites.

‘Now in our 50th anniversary year,
the AAAA is moving to provide aff
aviator and crew chief wings to all
graduates of @/l our classes through-
out the system.

Another real key to AAAA’s suc-
cess has been the advocacy for our
members. In fact, association advoca-
cy began as soon as AAAA was born.
Simultaneous with AAAA’s birth in
the Spring of 1957, an issue was raised
concerning the disparage of Army
Guard and Reserve aviators being
denied 36 paid drills per year that had
been granted to the Air Force Reserve.
I recently discovered a letter, dated
Aug. 3, 1959, from AAAA President
Bryce Wilson {1959-1961) to the
Honorable William Brucker, Secretary
of the Army, addressing inequities in
the flight status and training that dated
back to that time as well.

Perhaps the most significant
AAAA event during these years was
the continuation of political advoca-
¢y, especially in defense of our war-
rant officer members. On Jan. 19,
1980, the AAAA NEB directed
President retived MG George Beaity
{1979-1981} to forward = letter to the
Secretary of Defense celling for
“Flight Pay Equalization for warrant
officers with commissioned officers.”

Moreover, the Board directed that
the AAAA be prepared to go to
Congress to support it directly if the
SECDEF did not come on board.

This action was the final step in a
long battle, which began in 1973 with
a strong letter from the AAAA lead-
ership to the Hon. Howard H.
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"~ retired GEN William

Callaway, then Secretary of the
Army, convincing him to change the
Army position and support equaliza-
tion of flight pay.

At the urging of retired GEN
Butch Saint in the late 1990s, the
AAAA Strategic Planning Commit-
tee, under the guidance of its chairman
retired BG Harry Bendorf (USAL),
looked at how effective AAAA was as
a voice for Army Aviation.

Specifically, Saint challenged the
AAAA leadership to develop a pro-
gram using non-aviator, three and
four star retired gencral officers to
carry the Army Aviation message.

Thus the AAAA Senior Executive
Associates was born, first chaired by
“Bill” R.
Richardson, the former TRADQGC
commander, and now by GEN John
“Jack”™ M. Keane, the former Army
Vice Chief of Staff.

It includes a dozen other cutstand-
ing retired leaders like generals Wayne
A. Downing, Paul J. Kern, William F.
Kernan, Barry R. McCaffrey, William
G.T. Tuttle, Jr, (including Keane,
Richardson and Saint); and lieutenant
generals Joseph E. DeFrancisco,
Harold T. Fields, Jr.; Jay M. Garner,
Johm M. McDuffie, Max W. Noah,
Roger C. Schultz and Michael F.
Spigelmire. All have donated their
time and energy as true believers in
Army Aviation and your capabilities.

These volunteers operate at the high-
est decision making levels of the gov-
emnment and civilian worlds in their
retirements. The impact of their efforts
on our behalf cannot be overstated.

All this, in conjunction with spe-
cific efforts—like the recent AAAA
Board resolution to require the Army
to pay full Aviation Career Incentive
Pay to the Army National Guard and
U.S. Army Reserve aviators and crew
chiefs—has proven to our membership
that we are serious about representing
their needs. In fact, AAAA was the
first organization to fake up this fight.

Together with our membership in
The Military Coalition {See article by
retired colonels Sy Berdux and
JoAnn Eberle), there is no doubt
AAAA is the “Voice” of the Army
Aviation community.

Today, your association is over
15,500 members strong, with 66
chapters around the world, with pro-
grams ranging from: local chapter
Soldier of the Month support, mem-
ber appreciation nights, professional
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Convention.

awards like the “Aircraft Survivability
Award” in 1980, the program expand-
ed to over 30 awards today.

Since the establishment of the first
AAAA award — the “James H.
McClellan Safety Award” in 1939 —
recognition of excellence had always
been a big part of the AAAA mission.

The program rccognizes all aspect
of the Army aviation community, to
include the new “Crew Chief of the
Year,” the “Flight Medic of the Year”
and the “Fixed Wing Unit of the
Year,” to the new “Unmanned
Aviation Systems Operator and Unit
of the Year” awards.

In 1989, one of the most popular
programs that AAAA has ever sup-
ported was established, This is the
Honorable Order of Saint Michael
program which paralleled the Order
of Saint George and Order of Saint
Barbara for our sister combat arms
branches. As the cxecutive agent for
the Aviation Branch, the AAAA
National Executive Board donated
$20,000 in escrow to kick it off. Since
then, more than 5,500 OSM awards
have been presented to outstanding
Soldiers and civilians over the years.

A similar national program, the
Honorable Order of Our Lady of
Lorefo was established in 2004 at the
suggestion of COL Tony Crutchfield,
president of AAAA’s North Country
Chapter at Fort Drum, N.Y.

The OOLL award recognizes spous-
es and others in the local community
who support our aviation Soldiers.
Over 175 of these awards have been
presented just in the last three years.

Most recently, the AAAA has
expanded its Distinguished Graduate
award program. For decades, the
AAAA just underwrote the cost of the
Distinguished Graduate’s wings and

ARMY AVIATION

The founders of Army Aviation Publications, Inc., Art and Dotly Kesten ‘at the 1970 AAAA

provided a suitable plaque or memen-
to to all aviator classes at Fort
Rucker; Fort Eustis, Va.; and at the
Eastern and Western Army National
Guard Aviation Training Sites.

"Now in cur 50th anniversary vear,
the AAAA is moving to provide afl
aviator and crew chief wings to a//
graduates of all our classes through-
out the system.

Another real key to AAAA’s suc-
cess has been the advocacy for our
members. In fact, association advoca-
cy began as soon as AAAA was born.
Simultaneous with AAAA’s birth in
the Spring of 1957, an issuc was raised
concerning the disparage of Army
Guard and Reserve aviators being
denied 36 paid drills per year that had
been granted to the Air Force Reserve.
I recently discovered a letter, dated
Aug. 3, 1959, from AAAA President
Bryce Wilson (1959-1961) to the
Honorable Wiiliam Brucker, Secretary
of the Army, addressing inequities in
the flight status and training that dated
back to that time as well.

Perhaps the most significant
AAAA event during these years was
the continuation of political advoca-
¢y, especially in defense of our war-
rant officer members. On Jan, 19,
1980, the AAAA NEB directed
President retired MG George Beatty
{1979-1981) to forward a letter to the
Secretary of Decfense calling for
“Flight Pay Equalization for warrant
officers with comrmissioned officers.”

Moreover, the Beard directed that
the AAAA be prepared to go to
Congress to support it directly if the
SECDEF did not come on board.

This action was the final step in a
long battle, which began in 1973 with
a strong letter from the AAAA lead-
ership fo the Hon. Howard H.

80

" retired GEN William

Army Aviation Association of America

Callaway, then Secretary of the
Army, convincing him to change the
Army position and support equaliza-
tion of flight pay.

At the urging of retired GEN
Butch Saint in the late 1990s, the
AAAA Strategic Planning Commit-
tee, under the guidance of its chairman
retired BG Hairy Bendorf (USAF),
locked at how effective AAAA was as
a voice for Army Aviation,

Specifically, Saint challenged the
AAAA leadership to develop a pro-
gram using non-aviator, three and
four star rctired general officers to
carry the Army Aviation message.

Thus the AAAA Senior Executive
Associates was born, first chaired by
“Bill” R.
Richardson, the former TRADOC
commander, and now by GEN John
“fack™ M. Keane, the former Army
Vice Chicf of Staff.

It includes a dozen other outstand-
ing retired leaders like generals Wayne
A. Downing, Paul J. Kern, William F.
Kernan, Barry R, McCaffrey, William
GT. Tuttle, Jr, (including Keane,
Richardson and Saint); and lieutenant
generals Joseph E. DeFrancisco,
Harold T. Fields, Jr.; Jay M. Garner,
John M. McDuffie, Max W. Noah,
Roger C. Schultz and Michael F.
Spigelmire. All have donated their
time and energy as true believers in
Army Aviation and your capabilities.

These volunteers operate at the high-
est decision making levels of the gov-
ernment and civilian worlds in their
retirements. The impact of their efforts
on our behalf cannot be overstated.

All this, in conjunction with spe-
cific efforts—like the recent AAAA
Board resolution to require the Army
to pay full Aviation Career Incentive
Pay to the Army National Guard and
U.S. Army Reserve aviators and crew
chiefs—has proven to our membership
that we are serious about representing
their needs. In fact, AAAA was the
first organization to take up this fight.

Together with our membership in
The Military Coalition (Sec arlicle by
retited colonels Sy Berdux and
JoAnn Eberle), there is no doubt
AAAA is the “Joice” of the Army
Aviation community.

Today, your association is over
15,500 members strong, with 66
chapters around the world, with pro-
grams ranging from: local chapter
Soldier of the Month support, mem-
ber appreciation nights, profcssional
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development meetings, goll’ lourna-
meni fundraisers for the Scholarship
Foundation, Welcome Hame cere-
monies for the troops returning from
the Global War on Terrorism, and the
Army Aviation Hall of Fame. The fol-
lowing articles in this publication will
highlight many of these programs.
Thanks to the support of our
AAANA Industry members, our annual
convenlion exhibit revenue has pro-
vided hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in recent vears to worthy causes,
This has allowed the AAAA to
underwrite our chapters® cfforts like
the Welcome Home celebrations,
scholarships, and family readiness
groups, and to make other substantial
donations from the AAAA cach year
to the Army Aviation Museum al Fort
Rucker, Ala.; the Army Aviation Hall
of Fame, the Wings of Liberty
Museum at Fort Campbell, Ky., and
the Army Museum. In one recent
case, we were even there in a pinch
on casualty assistance support with
rental vans when Army lawvers
refused to allow unils to transport the
families of our fallen to and from the
airport to their own loved ones’
memaorial services at Forl Camphell,
All of this is captured in the new

Supplying the aerospace
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Fastening Tools

AAAA mission statement  “AdAA:

Supporting the US. Ammy Aviafion
Soldier and Family,” established by

our President Tom Konitzer in 2003,

I assure you thal everything the
AAAA DBoard does on your behall,
every program we starl, and every
dollar we spend, 1s measured against
this standard, We al the MNational
Office are very proud of all our mem-
bers in and out of uniform.

[ came lo work for AAPI in 1987
as the managing editor of the maga-
zine and then editor a year later. In
1995, T was appointed as the acting
executive director and then three
years later to executive director in
1998, After 16 vears with the compa-
ny, | purchased AAPI in 2003 [rom
Lynn Coakley, and I"'m working hard
to make sure we are totally focused
on you, our members,

Many of our employees have more
than 20 vears of dedicated service fo
the Army Aviation family. 1t is truly a
team effort and we couldn’t do what
wie do without the support and men-
torship of all our AAAA presidents
over my 20 vears with AAAA.

I would also like to recognize
some unsung heroes such as retired
colonels John Marr, Harry Towsend

& metal working industries since 1951!

and John Stanko, who have done s
much for the association decade afte
decade aller decade,

Fially, nothing we—your nation:
office staff—can do could adequatel
repay our AAAA members and you
families for what you do for this cour
try every day. Thanks to you all from a
of usg al the AAAA National Offic
Janis, Juli, Deb, Debbie, Riki, Erik:
Anne, Bob, Mike S, Mike F. Joe
James, Joun, Diane and myscll; an
especially from our long-serving retire
stafl members Mary Ann and Jill.

Let us know what we can do 1
serve you better,. AAAA has bee
there for you for 50 vears, yvel w
have only just begun.

—AAAA-

50 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON - 1957-200
el —

Willieon “Bill" R. Harns, Jr becam
the executive director of AAAA i
1998, after serving in various pos
tions with AAAA and Army Aviatio
Publica-tions, Inc. since 1987. Toda

he is the owner of AAPL, and also th
publisher  and  editor-in-chief” «
ARMY AVIATION magazine.
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Army Aviation Association of America

The Future
of the AAAA

By BG (Ret.)
Thomas J. Konitzer

hat great American philosopher,

Yogi Berra once said, “The future

ain't what it used to be.” I am
sure that 50 years later the founding
fathers of the Army Aviation
Association of America are saying the
.same thing. AAAA certainly ain’t
what it used to be today, nor will it be
another 50 years from now.

-

BTN T, -
L 500 Jagaph
McDonald, Jr.

 {G73-4974 16744976

18721873
MG Delic 0. Ocen COL Edward L. LTG Jobin M.
Higlson Wright, Jr.

18911533 195331993

1889-1091
BG James M. MG Charles F. MG Benfamin L.
Hesson Drenz Hal

ARMY AVIATION

AAAA PAST PRESI

For the past 12 months the 50th
Anniversary Committce has pro-
duced articles in this section of the
magazine intended to provide in-
sights into our formative years and
programs that evolved over time. My
article is the last in the series, and I'm
not going to crystal ball what the
Army or Army Aviation will look like
in another 50 years.

Technology will drive the changes
in manned and unmanned systems
that break friction with the ground in
the third tier of mobility and do the
unimaginable. What I will predict is
that there are at least two things that
will not change.

First and foremost, the Soldier is the
Army and there will always be a need
for ‘boots on the ground,” and thus an
Army Aviation to support the troops.
Second, as long as there is Army
Aviation there is no doubt that the
AAAA will be there. Why do | say
that? Because we serve a need that no
other organization can match...
Supporting the US. Army Aviation
Soldier and Family. We are the only
association that eats, drinks, sleeps and
breathes Army Aviation. As you have
seen in these pages, we were founded

- a

1962-1863 11964 186i4-1867
James N, Daviz LTC Darwin P BG O, Glann
Gerand Goodhand

1676-1378 1881-1903
LTG Robert R.

Wilkams

| 1681
Beslly. I

1985-104T 1aT-1999 1909-2001

MG Richard E. MG John D, MG Carl H,

Slepherson Robirson Nechiair, Jr,
a4

COL John M. Marr

by wvisionary aviation leaders who
would not take “no™ for an answer and
developed AAAA into the premier
branch association in the Army.

As we stand on their shoulders,
what do we sce in the future? We see
even more advocacy for you and your
families at the highest levels of gov-
ernment in the Pentagon and on
Capitol Hill, making sure your needs
and concerns are addressed. We see a
greater emphasis on National Guard
and Reserve Army Aviation needs
being met, We sec a fresh effort to
make sure that our junior enlisted and
warrant officer members feel that this
is their home too, and that we stand
and fight for their issues.

Our Compensation Committee is
only addressing the tip of the iceberg
of many more issues with the resolu-
tion to abandon the 1/30th rule on
Aviation Career Incentive Pay.

We see incremental growth in our
scholarship program that will casily be
awarding over a million dollars a year.
We see a business model that is strate-
gically focused and robustly supported
by our industry pariners that will pro-
vide even greater resources to support
our Soldiers and families,

DENTS 1957-2007

-

1HT0-1872

LTG Harry W.0.
Kinnard

20012003 20032005 2005-2007
LTGElis D. Parker MG Ronald K. BG Thomes J,
Andreson Konitzer
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In short we see the emergence of
the AAAA as the VOICE of the
ENTIRE Army Aviation community:
active duty and reserve component,
Department of the Army civilians,
retired, and industry alike.

We will build on our past successes
and sponsor new arcas of professional
development to address issues and
provide solutions for our warfighters,

We will make new efforts to edu-
cate the public at large, the
Department of Defense and Congress
to really know and understand Army
Aviation’s capabilitics and potential,

We will be successful when Army
Aviation is not taken for granted, but
fully integrated into plans, operations
and budgets. In other words, ade-
quately resourced for the long haul
for the next 50 years,

We are seecing today the “Next
Greatest Generation™ perform hero-
ically in the Global War on Terrorism
and in the many other conflicts that
demand U.S. Army presence. This
has also transcended Army Aviation
from an afterthought to an essential
capability in the minds of every com-
batant commander. Now we have to
make sure thal this message is
received in the halls of Congress and
at the highest decision making levels
— g0 thal never again do we acquire
airerafl without adequate survivabili-
by equipment, or neglect vour needs
that are paid for in blood.

That is our charter and our mis-
sion...to speak when wou can’i,
where you can’l, and say whal you
can’t in order to ensure that vou have
the tools to answer the call.

Some of you younger souls who
read this will be attending our 100th
Anniversary. You are our legacy,

History will capture your experi-
ences and how well our Army was led
during the next 50 vears, bui rest
assured that the Army Avialion
Association of America will be there
for you throughout.. Supporiing the
LS Army Aviation Soldier and
Family

~-AAAA~
30 YEARS ABOVE THE BEST
THE LEGACY LIVES ON - 1957-2007
il

Retived BG Thomas “Tom " I Konitzer
is the AAAA Natonal President and a
gold award recipient of the Honorable
Order of St. Michael.

ARMY AVIATION

The Wulfsherg RT-5000 tactical radio has what it takes to
communicate with any state, local, federal, or military responder.
It's the only multi-band tactical radio with the interoperability you
need to talk to every other responder for an effective, coordinated
response. Powerful and versatile, the

RT-5000 is a must-have for

today's helicopter operators

who need to be prepared for

anything.

You won't be ready

without a Wulfsberg.

Wulfsherg Electronics

G400 Wilkinson Drive

Pragcott AZ 86301-G164 USA
1-928-T0B-1550 | fax 1-928-541-T627
sales@Wulfshorg.com | www. Wulfsherg.com

a5 APRIL/MAY 2007



AAAR President’s Cockpit

Continued from page G

that will help focus the Aviation
Community on this critical area.

The ARMY AVIATION Magazine
is another forum that tries to address
your needs. The recent upgrades to the
layout, adding the Mission Statement
to the cover, and the addition of the
Spouse Corner are features that pro-
vide continuous improvement.

Army Aviation is a ubiquitous, pow-
erful, and essential force in GWOT,
Homeland Defense, the training base,
and the Home Front. You need to share
your experiences and lessons learned
with the rest of the community. Go to
www.gnad-a.org and click on the left
side menu tab *Magazine-ARMYAVI-
ATION" for instructions on submitting
articles for publication.

It’s your turn to tell the Army
Aviation story,

Goal 4: Facilitate Communication of
Rymy Hviation initiatives with
Senior Leaders.

The Senior Execulive Associates
program was suggested by GEN (Ret.)
“Butch™ Saint almost 10 years ago, It
is based on the philosophy that the
most cffective spokesperson for
Army Aviation is someone who does
not wear wings,

This distinguished group of four
and three-star general officers meets
at least three times a year to address
key Army Aviation issues at the strate-
gic level. These issues are prioritized
and action plans are developed to help
educate key U.S, government officials.

I want to personally thank GEN
(Ret) Jack Keane for hosting six
mectings over the past two years,

We are in the process of establishing
a parallel group of Industry Associates
to address Army Aviation issues.

Goal 5: Establish/expand
professional relationships with other
branches and military/ civilian
Hviation oriented associations,

There's been a full court press to
get AAAA in front of other branch
professional organizations as well as
other aviation organizations of mutu-
al interest,

This included attending the
Infantry and Armor conferences, the
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association
convention, the American Helicopter
Society symposium, the Mohawk

ARMY AVIATION

Reunion, and the Helicopter Associa-
tion International’s HELI-EXPO,

The leaders of these organizations
have been invited to attend the
AAAA Convention and some will
have a booth to introduce you to their
programs.

Goal 6: Grow the RRAR

~ Membership.

As of April 1, AAAA membership
isata 12-year high numbering almost
16,000, The individual membership
dues have been kept purposefully
low. In fact the fees are considered a
loss leader in that they do not cover
the cost of the magazine, much less
the administrative support at the
headquarters.

Membership is based on the phi-
losophy that “Professionals belong to
their professional  organization.”
AAAA represents Army Aviation and
is dedicated to supporting its Soldiers
and families. Past, current and future
confributors to this great profession
should be members. We also believe
that our actions should speak louder
than words Lo establish eredibility and
thus stimulate membership growth.

Mike Burke and the Compensation
Committee are working hard to
demonstrate to the Reserve Com-
ponent (RC) community that we arc
dead serious about our commitment
to achieving full aviation carcer
incentive pay (ACIP) for the Total
Army.

The RC represents 50 percent of
Army Aviation and the U.S. Army
cannot meet its operational require-
ments without full and seamless par-
ticipation of the Guard and Reserve,

Congratulations to our newest
ARNG Chapter that formed at state
level in Kentucky — the Bluegrass
Chapter.

Joe Bergantz, chairman of the
Membership Committee, is working
an initiative with the Warrant Officer
Association that could result in a
cooperative membership agreement
where reduced dues could benefit
both organizations.

Goal I: Review Selected Programs
This goal has been met over the past
two years through outstanding leader-
ship and committee participation.
Harry Bendorf led the restructuring
of the Senior Executive Associates

=[]

program that has provided invaluable
sirategic level support for AAAA,

Ben Harrison, chairman of the
Army Aviation Hall of Fame
Committee and his team implemented
a new selection process and moved
inductions from every three years to
annually.

Dave Robinson chaired a sub-com-
mittee that redefined the nomination
and election process.

Jim Snider chaired a sub-commil-
tee resulting in By-Law changes that
codified our purpose and functionally
aligned our vice presidents.

Finally, Exccutive Director Bill
Harris is upgrading the IT systems at
Mational in order to provide modern
and efficient administrative support.

Summary

This concludes the Amnual Report .
that updates you on activities and initia-
tives of your organization, I believe it is
worthwhile to note that the Executive
Director is the only paid position on the
Mational AAAA Board. This means
that AAAA is an organization run by a
group of dedicated volunteers,

I want to extend my personal
thanks to all the committee chairs and
their members, as well as 1o Curt
Herrick, our TMC representative, all
have contributed their time and talent
to making this organization what it is
today.

A special thanks also goes to the
50th Anniversary Committee so ably
chaired by Carl McNMair and our
industry partners who graciously con-
tributed over $215,000 to make this a
truly memorable event.

This is my last article as your
AAAA President. It has been a great
ride for the past two years and [ have
been truly honored to serve this oul-
standing organization.

The leadership of your association
will be in solid hands as 1 pass the
gavel to Jim Snider on the last day of
the convention,

The legacy will continue to live on
as the Mational Board and Chapters
continue to meet the mission of
Supporting the ULS. Army Aviation
Soldier and Family.

God Bless!

Tom Konitzer

AMAA President
presidenti@quad-a.org
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TUESDAY MAY 8

0815

1000-1700
1300-1700
1700-1800

AARA Greater Atlanta Chapter Golf Tournament
Stone Mountain Golf Club
Family Day at Stone Mountain
Stone Mountain Memorial Park
AAAA Registration Center Open
Building C Lobby, GWCC

National Awardees Briefing 306 GWCC

WEDNESDAY MAY 9

0200-1900
10001230

1230-1400
1300-1700

1400-1630
1700-1900

AAAA Registration Center Open
Building C Lobby, GWCC
AAAA Scholarship Foundation Board Meeting

C306 GWCC
National Executive Board Luncheon C308 GWCC
Press Room Open (Sponsored by UH-T2A
Inclustry Team) €103 GWCC

AAAA Nalional Executive Board Meeting C306 GWCC
Early Bird Reception & Opening of Exhibits
“C" Exhibit Hall GWCC

THURSDAY MAY 10

0Too0-1600
0700-0800

0700-0800
0T30-1700

0g00-1100
0600-0830

0830-0800

(900-1030

1030-1100
1130-1630
11301230
1130-1230

1130-1230

1100-1600
1100-1600
1100-1600

1400-1500
1800-2000

AAAA Registration Center Open
Building C Lobby, GWCC
Eye Opener Coffes
Georgia Ballroom, Level 3, Bldg C GWCC
Speakers Breakfast C308 GWCC
Press Room Open (Sponsored by UH-T2A Industry Team)
C103 GWCC
Professional Session Opening
Georgia Ballroom, Level 3, BldgC GWCC
50th Anniversary Welcome, Colors, Salute to Fallen
Soldiers, Collin Raye - A Soldiers Prayer, and Special
Recognilions.
BG Thomas J. Konitzer, Rel, AAAA President
Aviation Branch Opening Remarks
MG Virgil L. Packett I, Aviation Branch Chiel, CG,
LS. Army Aviation Warfighling Cenler & Forl Rucker
Keynole Address & Presentation of Individual Awards
GEN Richard A. Cody, Army Vice Chief of Staff,
.3, Army
BG William H. Forrester, Jr., CG, LS. Army
Combat Readiness Center/Director of Army Safety
Spouse Tour - Lunch al City Grille & Tour of Georgia

Aquarium “Presenting Atfanta”  Desk C Lobby, GWCC
Professional Session Breakouts

aession | Breakout C301 GWCC
Warrant Officer Update: CWS Randy Gant,

Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch

Sesslon Il Breakout C302 GWCC

Enlisted Update: CSM Donald R. Sanders,
Aviation Branch Command Sergeant Major
.8, Army HRC Career Guidance
Exhibit Hall Booth # 1162

Exhibits Open “C" Exhibit Hall GWCC
PM Briefings Exhibit Hall Booth # 224
(AGSE, Apache, ASE, AWM Sys, Cargo, CATT, JUASICOE,
ScoutlAttack, UAS, Utility)
AAAA NEB & Chapter Presidents Session C306 GWCC
AAAA Charter Members & Cub Club Dinner

Salon A, Imperial Ballroom Marriott {lmvilation Cnly)

ARMY AVIATION

2007 gchedule of Events

FRIDAY MAY 11

a700-na00

0730-0800
07301600

07001600
0745-1200

0745-0800
0800-0900

0900-0245

Chalrman:
Panalists:

0945-1030
Chairman:
Panelists:

1030-1045
1045-1100
11001200
Chairman:
1000-1500
1130-1600
1130-1600
1130-1600

1300-1500

1500-1700
1730-1900
1800-2100
2100-0100

Eye Opener Coffee

Georgia Ballroom, Level 3, Bldg C GWCC
Speakers Breakfast €308 GWCC
Press Room Open
{Sponsored by UH-T2A Industry Team) C103 GWCC
AAAA Registration Canter Open

Building C Lobby, GWCC
Professional Sessions:
Georgia Ballroom, Level 3, BldgC GWCC
Freadom Team Salute to Veterans
GEN Bryan D. Brown, Commander, U.5. SOCOM
and presentation of Unil of the Year Awards
Warfighters Panel
LTG Thomas F. Metz, DCG, U.5, Army TRADOC
MG Virgil L. Packett ll, CG, USAAWC,
CSM Don Sanders, CSM USAAWC
COL Don MacWillie, COR, 4th CAB, 4ih ID,
CSM Kenneth Patton, CSM, 4th CAB, 4th ID
COL Kevin Mangum, CDR, 160lh SOAR{A)
CSM Jake Ellictt, CSM, 160th SOAR(A)
COL Mike Rose, COR, 10th CAB, 10th MTN DIV
CSM Jeff Sturdevant, CSM, 10th CAB, 10th MTH DIV
COL Mark Burke, COR, 42nd CAB, 42nd 1D
COL Barry Keeling, COR, 2041h TAOG
CSM Donald Everett, CSM, 204th TADG
Company Commander & First Sergeant Panel
COL Walter M. Golden, Chief of Staff, USAAWC
CPT Jake Miller, B Co, 7-101stCH-47
CPT Matt Baldwin, &/5-101s/UH-B0
CPT Connie Lane, B/6-101sUCH-47
158G Gerald Sallila, & Trp/2-17 CAVIKW
158G James Synder, A/96 ASB
CPT Corey James, D/1-4/AH-54D
15G Dounlas Howell, D/3-4/UH-60
15G Jamaes Litteral, BI7-101 Avn
ARNG Update, LTG Clyde A. Vaughn, Director
Armny Mational Guard
USAR Update, LTG Jack C. Stultz, Jr,, Chief,
Army Reserve
Senior Leaders' Panal
GEN Richard A. Cody, VCSA
Spouse Tour — Simply Southern (Atlania History
Center) & Lunch  Marriott Motor Lobby, Courtland St,
U.5. Army HRC Career Guidance
Exhibit Hall Booth # 1162
Exhibits Open “C" Exhibit Hall GWCC
PM Briefings Exhibit Hall Booth # 224
{AGSE, Apache, ASE, AVN Sys, Cargo, CATT, JUASICOE,
Scout/Atlack, UAS, Utility)
Professional Session Breakoul C302 GWCC
FECBZ/BFT AVN Commanders' Information Update &
Operational Capabiliies Requirements Discussion:
Al A, Abajon, Director, US Army, PMO FBCB2IBFT
Cub Club Reception {Membersinvitation Only)
Marriott Suite 4630
Hall of Fame Ticket Pick Up
Imperial Ballraom Foyer, Marriott
Hall of Fame Reception & Dinner
Imperial Ballroom, Marriott

ABAA Chapter Receptions
Marquis Ballroom, Marriott
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Accuracy
Matters

PrecisionEngineeredWeaponMounting Systems

Precision mounts from Contract Fabrication & Design provide an ultra-stable platform for all

Dol armament raquirements, Superior stability means less wasled ammunition, less weight,

ve Your Ammo Count. improved accuracy, optimum sensor imaging, increased effective capacity and saved lives.

— |

Rounds in the dirt are just wasted rounds.

Make your ammeo count: First Burst - Threat Denied.

i H',’

n—g Our Birds Home.™ Eliminated Targets Don’t Shoot Back

wl) . conTRACT
n' CABRICATION
I\ & DESIGN

www.contractfabrication.net




2007 gchedule of Events

SATURDAY MAY 12

0730-0845
Speaker:

0730-0200
0730-1500
0730-1600
0900-1115

0800-0830

0930-1000
1000-1030
1030-1045
10451115
0930-1100

Chairman;
Panelists:

First Light Breakfast (Invitalion only)
Georgia Ballroom Section 1, GWCC
Hon. Claude M. Bolton Jr.,
Asst Secretary of the Army for Acquisition, Logistics, and
Technology
Eye Opener Coffea
Georgia Ballroom, Level 3, Bldg C GWCC
ABAA Registration Center Open
Building C Lebby, GWCC
Press Room Qpen
(Sponsored by UH-T2A Industry Tean)
Professional Sessions
Georgia Ballreom, Level 3, BldgC GWCC
Presentation of Industry Donations to:
AAAA Scholarship Foundation, and Army Aviation
Museum Foundation, Fart Rucker, AL
MG Jameas H. Pillzbury,
CG, U8, Army Aviation and Missile Command
Mr. Paul Bagosian, PEO Aviation
Future Combat System (Brigade Combat Team)
BG Stephen D. Mundt, Director, Army Aviation,
O0CS, G-357
Family Readiness Panel 302 GWCC
Supporting the Army Aviation Soldier and Family
Judy Konitzer,
Delores F. Johnsen, Director, Family Programs,
Family and MWR Command
Supporting our Soldiers and their Families
Dick Forbes, Military One Source,

C103 GWCC

11301300
Speaker:

1200-1600
1200-1600
1200-1600
1800-1845

1800-1845

2200-0100

COL Elspeth C. Ritchie MD Directar, Proponency of
Behavioral Health, Psychialry Censultant to the U.S.
Amy Surgeon General
Psychological Effects of War: From the Home
Front to the Baltle Front and Back Again
Marge Connelly, Deployment lssues: Children and
Adolescents
Trish Matia, Legisfative Updates
AAAA Annual Meating Luncheon
Georgia Ballroom Section 1, GWCC
LTG James D. Thurman, CG, V Corps
U.S. Army HRC Career Guidanca
Exhibits Open “C" Exhibit Hall GWCC
PM Briefings Exhibit Hall Booth # 224
(AGSE, Apache, ASE, AVN Sys, Cargo, CATT, JUASICOE,
Scoutfitack, UAS, Utilty)
AAAA Banquet VIP Head Table Assambly
Hanover Hall C-D-E Hyatt
AAAA Banguot Reception
Centennial Ballroom Foyer Hyatt
AAAA 50th Anniversary Banguet and Entertainment
Centennial Ballroom Hyatt
Darryl Worley, Country Music recording arfist
50th Anniversary Legacy Bash
Imperial Ballroam, Marriott
DJ music, dancing and mere. Informel.

Sea you next year in Washington, DC
April 6 - 9, 2008

e~

Transhield
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e GS-02F-0103R X -
§88.731.7700 * general@transhield-usa.com * www.transhield-usa.com

The Shrinkable Fabric with VCI

Traahichd's 3 kyer
Internationathy patented

The First and Only
Shrinkable Fabric

Transhield’s custom fit covers combine
the ease of a cover but the tight fit of
shrink-wrap. It's the ideal protection
for your shipping and storage needs.

]
LA

Booth #744

Material Makeup

Pelyethyiens ShiinkSinsach Film

Ib.
matarial provides & Tl Dtelin Hetmeli Auhesdve. e

promium protection -
to high gloss surlaces &
af all siras.
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VIX-15D Designator

ontrolling the Battle Space from every altitude

_///_ & B BFTEDIEC

r - ; “MI-II::I-.lt |;,'-{_|a;;.'red-.lﬁil;,lurllash ol Waescam Inc,

- —

MX-15D Designator ‘

~ One Common Sensor with
 unmatched performance

across all Army Platforms

e Smaller & Lighter than competitive Systems

= High MTBF — Diode pumped laser target designator
* Leading ID range & target location accuracy

User Friendly modes of operation: GEO-Scan, GEO-Pointing,
GEQ-Location, GEO-Focus

MX-Series commonality — leveraged interchangeability,
technology enhancements & low lifecycle costs

. Visit WESCAM at the Quad-A tradeshow, May 9-12

r all your mission-critical projects... u

communications
WESCAM

escam.com 1.800.668.4355




" Executive Board

President
Thomas J, Kenitzer
Brigadier General, Ret.

Senior Vice President
James R. Snider
Major General, Ret.

Secratary-Treasurer
Rodney D. Wolfe
Brigadier General, Ret.

Executive Director
(Man-Vating
William R. Harrls, Jr.

PAST PRESIDENTS

LTG Harry W. O. Kinnard, Ret.
LTG John M. Wright, Jr., Ret
LTG Robert R, Williams, Rat,
COL John W, Marr, Ret.

MG James C. Smith, Ret.

MG George W. Pulnam, Jr., Ret
MG Story C. Stevens, Ret

BG James M. Hesson, Ret

MG Charles F. Drenz, Rel

MG Benjamin L. Harrison, Ret.
MG Richard E. Stephensan, Ret
MG John D. Robinson, Ret.

MG Carl H. Meiair, Jr., Rel
LTG Ellis O, Parker, Fat

MG Ronald K. Andreson, Ret

Science Applications International Corporation

PAST EXECUTIVE VICE
FRESIDENT
Arthur H. Kesten

NATIONAL MEMBERS-AT-
LARGE EMERITUS

BG Harry H. Bendorf, Ret.

COL Syivester C. Berdux, Jr., Ret
COL John J. Stanko, Jr., Ret
COL Harry W. Townsend, Ret

VICE PRESIDENTS

MG Josaph L. Bergantz, Ret
Edwin P. Birbwell

CW5 Stephen T. Knowles II, Ret.
MG Rudelph Ostovich IIl, Ret
LT Daniel J, Petrosky, Ret.

BG Randal M. Tieszen, Ret

BG Howard W. Yellen, Ret.

NATIONAL
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE
LTG Teddy G. Allen, Ret.
GEN Bryan D. Brown

GEN Richard A. Cody

LTG Renald E. Adams, Rel.
MG Clyde A. Hennies, Ret
MG Raymond F. Reas

MG Jeffrey J. Schloesser
BG Matthew C. Matia

COL Robert B, Godwin, Fat.
LTC Robert L. Douthit

COL Jeryl C. Ludowese
CW5S Brent C. Driggers

CW5 Randolph W. Jones, Ret

CW4 Joseph L. Pisano, Ret
CSM Buford Thomas, Jr.
SGM Kenneth G, Rich, Ret
SGM Joseph F. Kenney, Jr.
SFC Pameala L Duff
Michael D. Blake

Paul Martin

Michaal J. Tkach

CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
(150 or More Members)
Alr Assault Chapter

COL Warren E. Phipps, Jr.
Aloha Chapter

COL Arthur T, Ball, Jr
Arizona Chapter

BG Charles M. Burke, Ret.
Aviation Center Chapter
COL Daniel 5. Stawart
Central Florida Chapter
Jerry L. Stahl

Colonial Virginia Chapter
LTC Mark 5. Jones, Ret
Connecticut Chapter
Douglas Shidler

Corpus Christi Chapter
COL Timothy A, Sassenrath

from Science. . .

Delaware Valley Chapter

COL Robert D. Richardson, Ret.
Flying Tigers Chapter

MAJ James A. Posey

Greater Atlanta Chapter

COL Brent E. Bracewel

Iron Mike Chapter

COL Kelly J. Thomas
Keystone Chapter

COL Scott D. Wagner, Rel.
Lindbargh Chapter

Paul L Hendrickson
Manmouth Chapter

Ronald V. Kurowsky

Marning Calm Chapter

COL William H. Mosris

Morth Texas Chapter

LTC Terrance L. Reninger, Ret.
Phantom Corps Chapter

CoL Gre?| A, Brockman
Savannah Chapler

COL Daniel L. Ball

Southern California Chapter
COL George J. Benjamin
Tennessee Valley Chapter
COL Robert P. Birmingham, Ret
Valunteer Chapter

LTC Kris E. Durham
Washington-Potomac Chapter
MG Rudolph Qstavich [ll, Ret

j m )

Tactical Trbfqgfﬁa-_ _

to Solutions 'cnékpé;'s&u;famrs.

Solving technical challenges to'make the world a better and
safer place through science and engineering.

ARMY AVIATION
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SAIC.

From Science [o Sl ]
www.salc.com
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a bird’'s eye view

Honeywell's Micro Air Vehicle (MAY)
provides unprecedented situational awareness
for the modern war fighter.

Featuring vertical takeoff and landing, the lightweight and
portatde MAY unit can be quickly deployed to provide advanced
reconnaissance along with security and surveillance functions
for troops on the ground in a variety of operational terrains. Day or night, the all-weather
units feature persistent hover and stare capability to deliver more accurate, real-time
infarmation to increase awaraness and put soldiers at less risk. MAV is available for
both military and civilian end-use.

A

o B

Honeywell

Viglt us onling at www.honaywall.com/mav
International Sales: 43 (6181) 401 681

.8, Sales: 505,828.5374

Technical information: 505,828, 7885

@ 2007 Honeywall intarnational Inc. All rights resarvad
Photo courtesy of LS, Army
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EXHIBIT
HALL
HOURS

Nednesday,
May 9
Early Bird Reception
Opening of Exhibits
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Thursday,
May 10
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Friday,
May 11
11:30 AM - 5:00 PM

Saturday,
May 12
12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
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‘""" Yellow Pages

EXHIBITORS BOOTH  Ereeze-Eastemn 1613
Brigade Quartermasters, Lid. 1258
. 5 EBristow Academ 1159
AAls products and services include €27 Spartan JGA Team 1110
unmanned aancrafl I-j'ltlml. ll‘-ﬂﬂll‘lﬂ and g:r?ﬂmr cﬂfpﬂrﬂ"ﬂﬂ 12‘5?
AR : CamelBak - SW Molor 349
simuialion syslems, automaled siomaft lest EBI"B[DH LHE! SUF"PQ“ Eyﬁems m 14113
Carmanah Technologies Inc. 368
and maintenance squipment, armamont CAST Ha!ﬁgdlun, LG 1769
systems, logistical ond enginering services, m&‘lf‘:&cmnm“pﬂnr 'IEEJS
! j Cheming Group PLC 143
and cther leading-edge technology solulions Club Car, Inc. 1308
for gafense noeds, CMC Mﬂl’li‘ﬁ Ing. 1309
el Booth # 1536 m“ﬂ'ﬂ.ltﬂf Air Tech G, 1473
Composile Technology, Inc./Keystone Hal. 310
szl mm MOBILE DATACOM
ﬁiﬂlﬂw "Iralé:g'ﬂ :gﬁg | GO PO ATIO N
Ay = ane Leading Worldhwide provider of securs.
Able Enginaaring & Componanl Svcas Inc. 758 stellite-easeed, on-the king, mesg
ACES Systems/TEC Avialion Division 1518 pe gl v e, o
mm%&gmrgg}mrl fjﬁ povesraenn el eximiereial cusioeers.
rvicas Inc. = Force Trackin
ADEPT Technologlas 1512 = Situational Awa I'Q:EI'HS
Advanced Simulation Technology Inc. Mz » Total Asset Visibility
Advanced Torque Products 1752
Aerial Machine & Tool Carparation 247 Milivary = Government - Conmercial
e i e Boath #1568
& VWO lasobilecom e snbes@eomitechmobile.com
AIC (A Subsidiary of MTC Technologies, Inc) 624 g A
Aerospaca Filcation Systems, Inc. a2 st i
AaroVironment SUAY Products Division 1656  Comtbech Mobile Datacom Corporation 1568
Air Methods Corp. Inl'l. 1709
All-Systom Aerospace Intl IncHel-Sysco 653 wle CONTRACT
American Competifivencss Institute 216 FaY FABRICATION
Ahppliad Indusirial Technologies 300 B DEaEIanM
A.qu-a Lung Amenca, Inc. 245 Frocision Enginearad Weapon Mounting Systams
ARING Engincering Senices LLC 65
Armed Forces Insurance 468 Efﬁc“f M%iﬂsm O Birds Horma ™ |
Armed Sanices Mubual Benafil Assoc. 607 G
S v, o rfraciimba feaiions, ael
x ARROSPACE & DEFENSE GROUP Contract Fabrication & Mﬂl‘l 144
Cockpit Air Bag Syst B Agrmeor By
Crashwarthy Crew / VIR Troop Seats
oo 380 184 COOLSPACE
e-mail: adginfaSurmearkaldngs cam -
sl s g v Portable Evaporative Coolers
Armor Holdings Aerospace & Defense Group 816 Booth # 663
ArmorWarks, LLC 1263
Armour of America 1800
Army & Air Force Mulual Ald Assn. 1413  COOLSPACE G63
Armry Aviation Heritage Foundation 1136 Cooper IMarcannect Gl
Aspen Sysiems, Inc. 871 Crestwood Technology Group BOD
Azsoclation of the LS. Army (ALISA) 22 CsC 1414
Athena Technologies, Inc. 1643  Cubic Defense Applications 924
ATK Missile Systems Company 138 CV Infernational & CVB Company 243
Atlantis 5 Amarica 1762  Dallas Avionics, Inc. 8
Aurora Flight Sclences 1541 Ee——
AVALEX Technologies Corparalion 1415
Avial, Ing, 670 Ko
AVIATRIX, Inc. 1465 ._za.u.a?
Avion g‘lunulur:luring. Ing. 450 — .
Alile Sysbems 1808 i
ShE et 7| DRk on bl snceeny
Ball Aerospace & Tachnologles Corp. 1248 . i
BarcoView. LLC 1147 and systems for lixed wing and
Bames Aal'mpaw 13535 rotorcraft applications to
MIL-STD-810 or RTCA/DO-160 for
Batlelle 1472 : ; AR
BCF Dasigng Limited 220 Acceleration, Altitude, Climatics.
Bell Agrospace Services, Inc. B8 Dynamics, Explosive condidlions, and
Bell Helicopter Textron Inc. 2z Vibration, or EMI/EMC and Power to
Bobeat Company 1204 MIL-STD-461/704.
Thi Bosing Company 1010
Boh Environmental, LLC g2  Dayton T. Brown, Inc. 432
Boston Dynamics Inc. 769 Defensa Mews Media Group 1258
ARMY AVIATION 108

Dillon Aero, Inc, 546
DESCHAMPS Mats Syzlams 142
&R&Jﬂnﬁmﬁmiﬂs Inc. E:ﬁ
nt Compan

Dynamic Conud’jnc. 1852
Dynamics Ressarch Corporation 1145
OynCorp International LLC 336

alics, Inc. 416
EADS Morth America 1824
Eagle Induslriss Unlimilad, Inc. 242
EastWesl Indusiries, Inc. 1858
ECS Compuosites 645
EDMN Aviation [
EDG Corporation 1612
Elbit Sysberns of America 1204
EGEG Technical ServicesiLear Siegler Inc B3
EMS Satcom 1470
EMTED, Inc. B10
Exquipto 210

S
ESL

DEFENCE

Wy S ey

ESL Defence
Eye Safety Systems, Inc. 248

Ll FAETEITECH .

Manufaciure & Overhaw! of Aircraft Components
www. fabritech.cc

To Qur Troops:
THANK YOUIl
We are proud of and support you.

Liid GIEGEITECH..

Manufacture of Lightweight Dissal Engines
Marine — Ground - Air
www.dlesaltech.cc

Booth #746
Fabritech, Inc. 746
Fastening Systems International, inc. 51T
FOC Agrofiller K1} ]
FENN TECHNOLOGIES

A major supplicr of Flight Safety Critical composents and
assemblbes (o the aerespace industry.

wwlemniech.com

Fenn Technologies 1301

FlightSafaly International 1237

FLIR Systems, Inc. 328

Florida Aeronautics ir2

Flarida Turbine Technologies Inc. 1653

Fort Camgbell Historical Foundation 1136
Booth: 601

Making Machinery
More Effectivel

GasTOPS Lid. 601
GE-Aviation 1812
GE Inspecton Technologs 1168

ologies
Genaral Atomics Asronautical Systems Inc 1556
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General Dynamics C-4 Systems 516
Ganaral Dynamics Armament and Tech Prod. 1430
GEMWTEX Carparation 1200
Gerber Legendary Blades Pl
Goodrich Corparation 136
Hamilion Sundetand, A Uinited Technologies Compary 325
Harris Corporalion T04
Hawker Beechcrall 1320
Hefcomb International Inc, 1562
Hefzopter Association Infarnational 773
Halispec LLC 1801
I'i_l'tm Herlz Corporalion R.Egﬁ;g
Hontek Comporation M5
Howell Inslruments, Inc. 445
I&gpmmfﬂabma 40z
| (i1
Innovalive Concepts, Inc. 1840
Inmlgd Technology Solutions, Inc. 305
n t Automation Corporation 519
Inter-Coastal Elacironics, Inc. 505
Interface Displays & Conlrols, Inc. 868
llnmﬂnrrlew Service, LLC ;g-!il
na, Inc.
llil's"ltilll A04
Proudly supporting the Army's
Prototype Integration Facility
k‘\
HHNT WNRTURE YULISTA & 5%
IS is commited to providing solutions to
the warfighter by providing a single source,
rapid response capabyility ke no other,
Booth # 1846
Joint Venture Yulizta and SES (JVYS) 1846
ﬁ“““ﬁ“ﬁ‘iﬁﬁm“ Ak
EERR A
Kamalics Corporation } 170
Kipper Tool Company Al
hmwlﬁdga Based Syslems, Inc. 343
Electronics Company 748
L-3 Communications 1736
Lakiro, Inc. BT0
LifePort Interiors 344
LifePort, Inc. 344
LifeWave ManoCommunications, LLC 134
Link Tools Inlemnational (LISA) Inc. 604
Litlle Giant Ladder = Wing Enlerprizes, Inc. B05
Lockheed Martin Corporation 536
Martin-Baker Aircraft Company, Lid. 1616
MBDA Miszila Systems 1400
McNally Industries - &-M CPT- E

Meggilt Defense Syslems
Micro-Coax, Inc. 1463

Micro-Surface Finishing Praducts, Inc. 1638
Miltec Corporstion, A Ducommun Co. 732
YT Miltope Corporation a0
MMIST 236
The Military Officers Association of America 1161
Monode Pryor Traceability 600
MOOG a7
Mustang Survval, Inc. 147
NAT Sealfle 1903

abor ﬂa'-‘alupmn Group, Inc. kil
Tha ORDAM Group 616
Morhrop Grumman Corparafion 1636
Worthslar Aesrospace 500
O'Med & Assoc. 302
Ontario Knife Company 1565
Orbil Intarnafional 756
Cregon Aerg, Inc. 1305
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Panasonic Compuler Solutions Co 28
Parker Asrospace bian 1314
Pelican Producis, Inc. B25
Phantom Producls Inc. 245
PIC: Wire & Cable 750
Plastek LLC 1909
Port-A-Coal, LLC 412
Power Hawk Technologies, Inc 32
Pratt & Whitney 428
Precigion Lift Ine., 1514
Tha Purdy Corparation 1519
Eaﬁun mm(:q ian 11 g&
aylheon Company 1

Red Bam Maching, Inc. a3
Raliance Asrolech Sanvicas 131
Robertson Aviation, L.L.C. a7
Rabinson Foundry, Inc, GGA
Rockwedl Calling, Inc. 1618
Rolin Industries, Inc. 373
Riolls-R 1205
Rotar & Magazing 700
5 & 5 Precision Machine Corporation 213
Saab AB 1763
Sale b':ghl Instrument Corporation 1247

jes, Ind. 1712
Sanrrﬂna SCl 502
Schiebel Technology, Inc. 889

Science Applications Intemational Corp. (SAIC) 411

SCOTTY Tele-Transport Corp 1563
Seabird Aviation Amarica, Inc. 701
Your aerial firefighting
headguarters...

Visit us for the latest Bambi
Bucket innovations!

SEl Indusirlas Ltd., BAMBI BUCKET 406
Seilz Scientific Industries, Inc. 1201
SELEX Sensors & Airborne Syslems 504
Sensor Systems, Inc. 510
Tha Shephard Group 56R
Ehield Technologies Corporalion T
Siorra Mevada ration 1756

Lorpo
Sikarsky Aircraft, A United Technolonies Company 1625

SimAuthor, Inc., 1513
Simplex Manufacturing 513
SKF Aero 1202
Skyline Industries, Inc. 1620
Smithe Asroznace 1214
Snap-0n Tools 512

SPARTA COMPOSITES

Your one-stop shop for design and
production of lightweight composite
flight components and assemblies.
IS09001:2000 f AS9100:2004
Rev B Certified.

SPARTA Inc, 1564
SPEAR Labs, LLC 471
Sprung Instant Structuras, Ine. 702
Slandard Asro 1902
Stanley-Profo 37
Stanley Vidmar 673
Suparieet Worldwide, Inc. 14T
Survival Syslems USA Inc. 442
Symatbrics Industries, Ing. 438
System Studies & Simulation, Inc. 1164
Talta-Com | Talla-Tech 762
TEAC Aerospace Technologies, Inc. 1321
Technology Research Consultants, Ing. 14
Teledyne Brown Enginesning 1220
Taladyne Reynolds 1220
Teledyne Confinental Molors 1220
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Telg Cp'il‘mm Corporation 1420
Ten 3
Tarma AlS 1310
THALES - Aerospace Divizion 436
Tme Domain Conporalion 1469
Timas Microwave Systems 1249
Timken Baaring Inspection, Ine 1T
Tranzhield Inc. Ta4
Triumph Group Inc. 1406
Turbomec:a LISA 1618
Liniqua Handmade Craations, Inc. 1506
Uniled Protective Technologies LLC 52
ku:‘s:ﬂﬁ ionics Sysiems Corporation 15%
v WROAHCS
L5As 1636
WaslWind Technologias Inc. (WWTI) T
Wiley X Eyewear 149
WL. Gore & Assnciates, Inc. A0
Wyle Laboratorias, Inc. 1570
£ Microsyslems tm: 672
IM Aerospace - Aircraft Maintenance Dept 1766
GOVERNMENT EXHIBITORS BOOTH
Army Aviation Museum Foundation, Inc. 1136
AAARTUSANOA 1304
Aergspace Cenler of Innovalion 308
Alr Forcs Research Lab - Sensors Dir. 1062
AMCOM G3 CBM AH-64 COSSI 1067
AMCOM Corrosion Program Office 201
America’s Huey 091 Education Project 1908
Army Fisher Houses 1136
Army Reprogramming Analysis Team (ARAT) 868
LLS. Army Test & Evaluation Command 1768
ARMNG Aviglion & Safety Division 654
Amaold Engingaring Devalo Cir USAF BE2
The Big Crow Program 118
Cargo Helicoplers Projact Office BA-E
CEM Office 53 AMCOM 1069
Combat Pilots Association 759
Carpus Chrigti Army Dapot (CCAD) 657
DARPA, ATE0T Humminghird Ad-3
Defense Acquisilion Univarsily 472
Defense Supply Center Rimﬂundrsw 1373
Freadom Team Salute (USA-ASA, ) 1136
GSA (General Services Adminisiralion) 401
Human Resowces Command, Aviation Branch 1162
Joint Adrcrafl Survivability Prg Ofc(JASPO) 470
Jaint Council On Aging Alrcraft | J &M
Wational Miitary Family Association 1136
MAVAIR Test & Evalualion 12
MAVAIR PMA 209 GPWSITAWS m
NTSAMNDIA i
Program Direclor, ASE/PM, IRCM "7
LLE, Army PEQ STRI 1868
PEQ STRI-PM CATT AAT
Project Manager, Aeral Common Sensors 1068
Product Managar, Alr Warrior 1064
PM Apache Ab-S
Radstone Tech. Test Cir, Depl of Defenze 1572
Reqional Collaboration of Corr, of Excad 1758
Siill Sarving Vaterans 1136
Tesl Week 2007 1761
Tabyhanna Arrmy Depot T64
UAS Project Offica - PEQ Aviation 1646
PM UAS ERMP Air Vehicle/One Sys Gmd €I 1456
USAARL 473
115, Army Combal Readiness Centar 1261
LISAF TH-H Team AR-2
LS. Army LOGEA 204
LLS. Army Operational Tost Command, ATD, 1768
Army Fezerve Avfafion-11th Theater Av Cd 1700
Army Resarva Aviafion-11ih Theater &wn Cmd 1700
LL&. Army Aviglion Warfighting Cenler 1156
Us. Arm-m & Missile Life Cycle Momt Cmd 1265
Litility Halicapters Project Office AbA
160th SOAR 348
2151 Cavalry Brigade (Air Combat) 1085
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Joseph P. Cribhins
Department of the Army
Civilian of the Year Award
Sponsored by the Boaing Company

Roy P. Oler, Corpus Christi Army
Depot, Corpus Christi, Texas

Retired COL Roy
i P “Pat™ Oler has
served with distinc-
tion since joining
the Corpus Christi
Army Depot  in
January 2004 as the
deputy to the com-
mander, Drawing
on his 27 years of
military and civil-
ian aviation industry knowledge and
experiences, nolably from service in
the high op-tempo Army Staff logis-
tics offices under the mentorship of
Joe Cribbins himself, Oler has
proven himsell invaluable to both
Army and Joint Services aviation,
With an approach that is personal and
direct, Oler has been the catalyst for
significant improvements with mea-
sirable results for the aviation
warfighter in the field. Under Oler’s
leadership, the Corpus Christi Depot
received certification to both the [50
o001 : 2000 standard and the aviation
industry-specific 45 9100 standard.
Achieving these cerfifications
ensures CCAD maintaing its status as
the premiere repair facility for battle-
damaged aircraft and component
parts during the continning Global
War on Terrorism. Throughout 2006,
Oler implemented the strategic
vision for an across-the-board busi-
ness model for the depot. Combining
Lean Six Sigma and Partnering-with-
Industry, Oler’s leadership helped
CCAD achieve quantum advances in
repair turn-around time and time-on-
wing improvements, vastly benefit-
ing the military warfighters in Iraq
and Afghanistan, DAC Oler’s dedi-
cation in civil service makes him
AAAA’s excellent choice for the
Joseph P. Cribbins Department of the
Army Civilian of the Year award.

ARMY AVIATION

B i

James H. McClellan
Aviation Safety Award
Sponsored by GE Alrcraft Engines

CW5 Mark W. Grapin, 63rd Theater
Aviation Brigade, Kentucky Army
National Guard, Frankfort, Ky.

CWS5 Mark Grapin
distinguished him-
self through excep-
tionally meritori-
ous service while
serving as the avia-
tion safety officer
g8 for the Udairi
i Army Airfield in

Kuwait, the 63rd

Aviation Group,
and for the Coalition Forces Land
Component Command. Grapin was
responsible for all aspects of a broad
and proactive aviation safety pro-
gram at the airfield, group and the-
ater level. He developed new and
innovative aviation and ground safe-
ty programs, including accident pre-
vention, safety promotion and educa-
tion, and accident reporting tools.
Grapin developed or assisted in
developing airficld, country-specific,
and theater policies, regulations and
procedures pertaining to all areas of
safety management. He was also the
principle author or co-author on five
separate theater-level inter-service
safety and standardization publica-
tions for the CFLCC; all of which
were first-of-their-kind publications
for this combative command sup-
porting operations in Afghanistan
and Iraq. Without a doubt, Grapin
enhanced not only the safety posture
of Army aviation in the U.S. Central
Command area of responsibility, but
also that of other service flight safety
programs in theater. Being a master
of his trade, CWS5 Grapin’s demon-
strated vision, leadership and techni-
cal skills shaped safety docirine at
various complex levels spanning two
continents and earing him the honor
of being the 2006 James H.
McClellan Aviation Safety Award
recipient.

CWS5 Mark Grapin
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Crew Chief of the Year Award
Sponsored by Roberison Aviation

SSG Jeremy W. David, Company D, 1st
Battalion, 160th Special Operations
Aviation Regiment (Airborne), Fort
Campbell, Ky.

S8G Jeremy David
expertly serves as
a fully mission
qualified MH-60K
crew chief and
flight  instructor
with the elite 160th
Special Operations
o MEE N al Aviation Regiment,
556 Jeremy David ready for world-

wide deployments
on short notice to conduct special
aperations aviation missions in high-
risk conditions. David’s expertise
contributed greatly to the success of
the Night Stalkers in combat. During
2006 David accumulated 250 combat
flight hours and took part in over 50
direct action missions in support of
the National Command Authority’s
objectives, On one classified mission
he was directly responsible for
defending and saving the lives of the
ground force in a hot landing zone
under direct enemy contact. For his
heroic actions on the objective,
David earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross. He was awarded two
Air Medals and an Air Medal for
Valor for other missions. David also
serves as a company flight instructor
on the M-134 mini-gun system, for-
ward arming and refueling point and
aerial refueling operations, aircraft
load out and over-water operations,
and fast rope insertion and extraction
system operations. When the tough
missions are required, David is the
first NCO requested on every flight.
It is for selfless service, impeccable
military bearing, and his technical
and tactical expertise that this Night
Stalker is honored as the AAAA
Crew Chief of the Year.

Al
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Aviation Soldier of the Year
Award

Sponsored by Bell Helicopler Textron

SPC Kristofer D. Holden, Company B,
277th Aviation Support Battalion, Fort
Drum, N.Y.

il SPC Kristofer
Holden's service
as a 15T UH-60

AJL aircraft mech-
anic in Afghanistan
was nothing short
se of remarkable
= while deployed as
part of Task Force
Liberty in support
of Operation En-
during Freedom
VII. This is due in part to the fact that
he was not a 15T, but a 155 OH-58D
mechanic. Due to his incredible
mechanical aptitude, Holden quickly
cross-trained as a 15T and excelled;
eventually assuming shift leader
duties and responsibilities. His
demonstrated capabilities also led to
his leading a UH-60 preventive
mainlenance phase inspection, com-
pleting it in just eight days, half the
Army standard. Holden also served
on the downed aircraft recovery
team, participating in two combat
aircraft recoveries. The second
recovery occeurred in Afghanistan’s
most hostile area. Holden’s work
ethic and charisma inspired the team
to accomplish the recovery in under
12 hours, denying the enemy the
ability to exploit the situation,
During his time at Kandahar Airfield,
Holden was selected as Soldier of the
Month an unrivaled four times
between task forces Liberty and
Knighthawk, and was also named as
the Task Force Maintainer of the
Month out of a field of six competi-
tors. SPC Holden's remarkable ver-
satility, competency and persever-
ance directly contributed to the suc-
cesses of Task Force Falcon's avia-
tion intermediate maintenance com-
pany and earned him the 2006
Aviation Soldier of the Year Award.

ARMY AVIATION
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Non-Commissioned OrTicer

of the Year Award

Sponsored by Lockheed Martin Corp.
SGT Domingos Fernandes, Company A,
2nd Battallon, 10th Aviation Regiment,

Fort Drum, N.Y.

SGT Domingos
Fernandes served
with great distinc-
tion as the Task
Force Knighthawk’s
non-rated  crew-
member standard-
ization instructor,
He amassed over
500 flight hours
and participated in
over 35 deliberate-
operation missions, many conducted
in low-illumination under night
vision goggles, landing in close
proximity to enemy forces. His skills
as a combat life saver helped save the
life of a severely injured Apache co-
pilot/gunner. Observing the AH-04A
crash, Fernandes directed his pilots
to land near the aircrafl, then grabbed
an aid bag and ran to assist. With
help from another arriving medic,
Fernandes quickly stopped the bleed-
ing of the copilot who had lost most
of his arm below the elbow, and then
rendered aid to the other disoriented
pilot. The young aviator might have
died if not for the quick actions of
Fernandes. Leading by example,
Fernandes flew the most difficult
combat mission profiles while
instructing and developing door gun-
ners, crew chiefs and subordinate
flight instructors. His efforts were
instrumental in completing 14 readi-
ness level progressions, six under
MNV(Gs, despite the high combat
optempo. His talent and dedication
resulted in his crewmembers being
recognized as the best in Afghanistan
by the Army Aviation Center’s
Directorate of Evaluation and
Standardization during their August
2006  inspection  wvisit. SGT
Fernandes professionalism truly
makes him deserving of the AAAA
NCO of the Year Award.

SGT Demingos
Fernandés

102

Army Aviator of the Year
Award

Sponsored by Sikorsky Aircraft Corp.

CW2 Philip A. Learn, Company B, 3rd
Battalion, 159th Aviation Regiment,
lilesheim, Germany

1 CW2 Philip Leam
| distinguished him-
self with gallantry
and heroism in
action while de-
ployed in support
of Task Force
Storm during Op-
cration Enduring
Freedom VI in
Afghanistan. Leam
served as an AH-
64D Longbow pilot-in command and
an air mission commander with Co, C,
2nd Sqdn., 6th Cav. Regl, participating
in over 120 successful combat aviation
engagements against Taliban and Al-
Qaeda forces. On one ocecasion, for
which  Learn  received the
Distinguished Flying Cross, he pro-
vided close combat attack support to
34 Soldiers cut off and pinned down
by a relentless enemy. Undaunted by
rocket propelled grenades and smalls
arm fire direct at his aircraft, Leam
made multiple passes to attack and
deny the enemy any chance to overrun
fricndly forces. On another mission,
earning him the Air Medal for Valor,
Learn flew quick reaction force escort
support for two CH-47s inserting
forces into blocking positions. From
his cockpit he observed multiple
groups of enemy fighters moving in
the vicinity of the landing zones.
Flying at 200 feet above the ground,
Leam made numerous gun runs to
engage with 2.75 inch rockets and
30mm chain-gun fire, killing and sup-
pressing the enemy. He flew 8.2 hours
in support, with over 6 hours directly
over cnemy forces, eventually landing
16 hours after first responding that
morning, For his selfless service Leam
camed five Air Medals, two for Valor,
while deployed. CW2 Learn’s power-
ful example of the warrior's ethos has
earned him the distinction of being the
2006 Army Aviator of the Year,

CW2 Philip Learn
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Robert M. Leich Award
Sponsored by Northrop Grumman
Corparalion ESSS

101st Combat Aviation Brigade,
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault),
Fort Campbell, Ky.

i s .
COL James CSM Tod
Richardsan Glidewsall

The 101st Cbt. Avn. Bde. is possibly the
highest accomplished aviation brigade
in the U.5. Army today. Deploying in
September 2005 in support of Operation
lIragi Freedom for a second time, this
iteration as a fully transformed combat
aviation brigade, the “Wings of
Destiny” brigade was able to signifi-
cantly increase its ability to operate in
support of five brigade combat teams
and multiple joint and combined units
for an indefinite period of time. The
brigade’s deeds include the execution of
over 8,280 reconnaissance and surveil-
lance missions; 327 air assaults, and
1,423 aeromedical evacuation missions
transporting more than 1,560 paticnls to
combat support hospitals. In addition,
the brigade moved 67,594 personnel
and over 4,100 tons of cargo. Aircrews
identificd and destroyed 228 impro-
vised explosive device sites, found 175
weapons caches, and interdicted 41
infrastructure attacks; while flying in
excess of 110280 combat hours; the
highest recorded operational tempo to
be achieved by an Army aviation
brigade or equivalent task force. The
brigade's maintainers completed over
136 phases and sustained a mission
capable rate average of 89 percent for
CH-47, 89 percent for AH-64, 90 per-
cent for OH-58D and 92 percent for
UH-60 aircraft, despite geographically
dispersed battalions, and new equip-
ment and modification fieldings. The
presentation of the Robert M. Leich
Award to the 101st Cbt. Avn. Bde. is a
fitting tribute to what our transforming
aviation force structure can accomplish.
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USAR Aviation Unit of the
Year Award
Sponsored by Honaywell

Company B, 7th Battalion, 158th
Aviation Regiment, United States
Army Reserve, New Century, Kan,

Iy

LTC Walter Bradley

The Soldiers of Co. B, 7th Bn., 158th
Avn. Regt, a CH-47D Chinook unit,
distinguished themselves with superior
performance and selfless service while
deployed in 2006. On the second day of
their mobilization for Operation
Enduring Freedom, they received a
presidential directive to divert from
Afghanistan to Pakistan following the
devastating Oct, 8, 2005 earthquake to
support Operation Lifeline. Just 19 days
after receiving the change of mission,
the “Spartans” deployed their aircraft,
supplies and Soldiers hall’ way around
the world and were conducting relief
operations in Pakistan, helping save
thousands of lives. Between operations
in Pakistan and support to OEF, Co. B
flew 7,728 accident free hours, conduct-
ed 65 combat missions, delivered over
25 million pounds of supplies, rescued
over 4,000 refugees and evacuated 300
casualties. Sparlan maintainers sus-
tained an operational readiness rate of
over 80 percent and never cancelled a
mission due to maintenance. They con-
ducted simultaneous 24/7 combat and
humanitarian relief operations from
four locations in two countries. Co. B
directly supported two major division
offensives in Afghanistan, Operation
Mountain Thrust in Tarin Kowt for six
weeks and Operation Mountain Fury in
Salerno for four weeks. These Army
Reserve freedom fighters gave their all
to provide the Pakistani and
Afghanistan people the freedom we
cherish as Americans. The successes of
the Spartans have earned them the dis-
tinction of being AAAA's Reserve
Aviation Unit of the Year.
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ARNG Aviation Unit of the
Year Award

Sponsorad by Honeywell

2nd Battalion, 224th Aviation
Regiment, Virginia Army National
Guard, Sandston, Va.

LTC Robart
McMillin

The 2Znd Bn., 224th Avn. Regt, a
newly transformed air assault battal-
ion, deployed 400 National
Guardsmen, 30 UH-60A/L helicopters,
and associated support equipment to
Operation Iragi Freedom 05-07 from
Aug. 2005 to Feb, 2007, Their
Company C deployed to Balad from
Nov, 2005 to Nov. 2006, under the
operational command of the 159th Cht.
Avn. Bde. With a primary mission to
support senior officials and dignitaries,
Co. C quickly became the premier unit
for the air movement of key diplomats
and military leaders throughout the
Iraq area of responsibility. The remain-
ing five companies of 2-224th Avn.
deployed to the violate Al Anbar
Province under the operational control
of the I Marine Expeditionary Force
{Forward). Here, they conducted split-
based, full spectrum operations under a
joint command. The 2-224th Awvn.
became the lead air assault and air
movement unit for heliborne opera-
tions in Multi-MNational Forces-West
from Feb. 2006 to Feb. 2007, During
calendar year 2006, the 2-224th Avn,
executed over 18,000 flight hours sup-
porting the full spectrum of aviation
operations with a mission execution
rate exceeding 99.9 percent of the
operational taskings, Despite the high
optempo, the Soldiers of the 2nd Bn.,
224th Avn. Regt. persevered in mission
excecution, battle tracking and aircraft
maintenance, earning the citizen-
Soldiers of Virginia the distinction of
being the Army WMational Guard
Aviation Unit of the Year.

CSM Susan
Bentley
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Active Aviation Unit or the

Year Award

Sponsored by the L-3 Company
5th Battalion, 101st Aviation
Regiment, Fort Campbell, Ky.

LTC Thomas CSM Chester
Stauss Westergart

The 5th Bn., 101st Avn, Regl. is a pre-
mier assault helicopter battalion and is
arguably the most respected assault bat-
lalion in the world, The 5-101st Avn,
was the only assault helicopter battalion
supporting the five brigade combat
teams of Task Force Band of Brothers
during Operation Iraqi Freedom 05-07,
and was responsible for conducting gen-
eral support avialion operations
throughout the entire task force area of
responsibility, The “Eagle Assault” bat-
talion supported TF BoB with 30 UH-
60L Black Hawk helicopters and 20 M-
1114 Humvees from Oct. 2005 to Aug.
2006. During their deployment these air
warriors executed over 100 deliberate
and 190 hasty air assault operations,
assisting in the killing or capture of over
2,500 insurgents. They also conducted
over 1,050 combat battlefield circula-
tion missions, 120 combat ground
reconnaissance and surveillance patrals,
11 common user land transport security
missions, and 12 emergency casualty
evacuation missions. The 5-101st Avn.
pioneered the highly effective counter-
IED (improvised explosive device) and
the hasty air assault raid concept, called
“Hagle Watch,” conducting 107 mis-
sions from Dec. 2005 to Aug. 2006,
Additionally, the Eagle Assaull Soldiers
conducted 53 UH-60L preventive main-
tenance phase inspections, distributed
over one million gallons of fuel, trans-
ported over 40,000 coalition forces and
logged over 21,000 combat flight hours
in their eleven-month period. Thesc
impressive accomplishments truly mark
the 5th Bn., 1015t Avn. Regtl. as AAANS
Active Aviation Unit of the Year.
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Outstanding Unit

Sponsored by the Boeing Company
Combat Aviation Brigade, 4th Infantry
Division (Mechanized), Fort Hood,

Texas

C5M Kenneth
Patton

COL Donald
MacWillie

The 4th Inf, Div.'s Cht. Avn. Bde. distin-
guished itself as a world class combat
aviation force while deployed in support
of the Multi-Mational Division—Baghdad
during Operation Iraqi Freedom 05-07.
Operating from Taji, the brigade’s
warfighters flew in excess of 80,000
combat hours, while firing 125 Hellfire
missiles, 6,416 rockets, over 90,300
rounds of 30mm and 20,500 rounds of
7.62mm ammunition to destroy or sup-
press enemy efforts. Its  tactical
unmanned aircraft systems flew 19,880
hours of reconnaissance and surveil-
lance support for coalition operations.
And its three forward arming and refuel-
ing points provided 14.1 million gallons
of fuel. The Ist and 4th Battalions
(attack-recon) provided security for a
multitude of convoys and Iragi religious
celebrations, the International “Green”
Zone and the Baghdad International
Airport; supporting 955 troops-in-con-
tact calls, escorting all ground medical
evacuations, and reconnoitered 349 [ED,
rocket and mortar fire locations, The 3rd
Bn. (assault) exccuted 94 assault opera-
tions, 106 tactical air movements, 477
aerial re-supply missions and all Iragi
High Tribunal movements. lts Black
Hawks and Chinooks circulated 204,169
passengers throughout the battlefield.
The General Spt. Avn. Bn. executed 878
special dignitary movements and 114
movements of Tragi and MND officials;
while moving 12,437 tons of cargo
which kept 11,124 Soldiers and 4,392
vehicles off dangerous roads. The
MEDEVAC company airlifted 4,094
patients, 379 being “urgent” evacuations.
The 404th Avn. Spt. Bn. completed 191
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Sponso;'ad by AAAA National
Tennessee Valley Chapter
Huntsville, Ala.

The Tennessee Valley Chapter is recog-
nized as AAAA's Top Chapter for 2006
for ils continued support of Army
Aviation Soldiers, their families, the
Association and the Army. The TVC
reached a new platean by surpassing its
1600 member mark for the first fime in
history, with 1683 members, exceeding
its annual goal. Financially, the TVC
provided monetary support to the
AAAA National Scholarships program
(raising more than $16,000) and (o the
annual convention, to Soldier and NCO
recognition programs, Army Emer-
gency Relief, the Combined Federal
Campaign, and other local charities.
The TVC again hosted the 32nd annual
Joseph P. Cribbins Aviation Product
Symposium in March, It also hosted a
variety on annual social activities to
promote camaraderie with events like
the Jack Daniels Distillery barbeque,
spring and fall bass fishing tourna-
ments, Christmas social and golf tour-
nament. Tl continues to publish a quar-
terly newsletter to keep its members
informed, highlight and promote chap-
ter activities, and recognize local award
winners. The chapier recognizes the
Redstone Arsenal and AMCOM
Soldiers and NCOs of the guarter and
year with a paid AAAA membership
and cash awards. And it expanded their
Aviation Challenge Scholarship pro-
gram with the U.S. Space and Rocket
Center with two recipients. The
Tennessee Valley Chapler’s generosity,
focus, determination, and unbounded
energy throughout the year were
unequalled by other chaplers.

Outstanding Aviation Unit continued
helicopter phase maintenance inspec-
tions and 25 tactical 1JAVs; sustaining
the brigade’s remarkable average opera-
tional readiness rate of 89 percent for air-
craft and 86 percent for UAVs, The
brigade also achieved the lowest accident
rate in Iraq for 2006 as it executed
101,228 ttal manned and unmanned
flight hours. The accomplishments of the
“Iron Eagles” truly mark them as the
Cutstanding Aviation Unit of the Year,
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Colonel
James C. Adamson,
Ret.

Relired COL James C.
@ 3 Adamson's career spans
7 nearly four decades of avia-
tion and space related service from Army officer
to astronaul, to chief executive officer, but first
and foremost as an Army aviator. A 1969 grad-
uate of the LLS. Military Academy, he also com-
pleted pilot and paralrooper firaining, the
Command and General Staff School,

During Vietnam, he flew as a scoul pilot,
leam leader and an air mission commander
with Troop C, 16th Air Cavalry. After \Vielnam
Adamson returned to Forl Bliss, Texas to com-
mand a Hawk Battary while still maintaining his
flight proficiency. He then joined the faculty al
USMA, earned his Maslers of Science in
Agrospace  Engineering from Princeton, and
relurned to Military Academy lo develop and
teach their new Aerodynamics concanlralion,
including courses in fluid mechanics, aircraft
performance, and stability and control; and
completed his certification as a licensed profes-
sional engineer. Following Wesl Paoint,
Adamson attended Ihe Navy Test Pilol School
at Patuxent River,

Later he was recruiled by NASA's Johnson
Space Flight Cenler as a research les! pilot and
aerodynamics officer. In 1984, Adamson was
selected for the astronaul program and became
qualified for mission assignments on Space
Shuttle flights. He was one of eleven astronauts
selected to hold management positions within
NASA including assistanl manager for
Engineering Integration. Adamson flew on two
highly successful shuttle missions, ong with
Columbia (STS-28) in August 1989, and on
Alantis (STS-43) in August 1991.

During his 23-year Army career, he com-
manded tactical units in Europe, Vietnam and
the Uniled States, as well as the Army's Space
Flight Detachment at JSFC. He has logged
over 3,000 hours of flight time in over 30 types
of aircraft, as well as the Space Shuttle.

After retirement, Adamson continued
encelling in the Aerospace field serving as pres-
ident of Honeywell Technology Solutions, Inc.;
the chiel operating officer of Uniled Space
Alliance; president & chief executive officer of
Leckheed Engineering & Sciences Co.; and as
an aclive board member and consullant fo the
NASA Administralor,

Adamson's awards include two Dislinguished
Flying Crosses, 18 Air Medals, and three
Vielnamese Crosses of Gallantry for valor.
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Major General
Ronald K.Andreson,
Ret.

Retired MG Ronald K.
“Andy" Andreson, a master
Army aviator, shaped the
fulure modernization of Army aviation through
dedicated application of visionary leadership
and managament skills,

His two tours in Vietnam included com-
mand of the 182nd Assaull Helicopter
Company and numerous awards and decora-
lions,

Subsequenily, Andreson commanded the
13th Combat Avn, Bn. and laler served as
depuly brigade commander for Logistics of the
Bth Cavalry Brigade (Air Combat).

This operational experience set a solid
foundation for future distinguished service,
including key acquisition management posi-
tions in the Advanced Attack Helicopter
Program Office and al Headguarters,
Deparment of the Army.

His most senior assignments included pro-
gram manager of the UH-60 Black Hawk and
RAH-66 Comanche helicopter programs, and
deputy commanding general for Research and
Development with the Aviation Systems
Command.

Andreson's superb leadership resulted in
the near flawless fielding of the Black Hawk.

Influenced by his outstanding performance,
Congress approved the Black Hawk for award
of the first multi-year procurement contract for
any DoD program, saving the Army more than
$100 million.

Subsequently, he led the highly successful
fransilion of the Comanche through concept
exploration into the development phase.

His seleclion as the best program manager
in the Amy and later recognilion with the
Secretary of Defense Superior Management
Award provide clear evidence of Andrason’s
distinclive leadership and management skills.

His service as a program manager on
maijor aviation systems for elaven years is sig-
nificantly longer than any other PM in the his-
tory of the Dafense Depariment.

He stands alone as the acquisilion manag-
er who had the greates! posilive, profound and
enduring impact on Army aviation moderniza-
tion to this date.

Andreson's sustained selfless dedication
and exemplary performance of duty resulted in
the award of the Distinguished Service Madal,

Brigadier General
John C. Bahnsen, Jr.
Ret.

Redired BG John C. "Doc”
Bahnsen Jr. graduated from
the U5 Military Academy
with a commission in the Armar branch in 1956,

Following airborne training and his basic
Armor officer course, he became an Army avia-
for in 1957,

In due course, Bahnsen became raled in
both fixed wing and rotary wing aircraft, culmi-
nating in his fransilion inlo the new AH-1G
Cobra gunship in 1968.

The combination of Bahnsen wilth the Cobra
became one of the most lethal weapons sys-
tems of the Vietnam War.

He had the uncanny ability to be where the
enemy least expected him to be, finding and
killing them, then looking for more.

Bahnsen exploited that instinclive sixth
sense with a combat effectivenass that knew no
peers.

He did multiple combat tours where his 2417
presence and leadership carved oul new
thresholds of aviation combat effectiveness,
almost beyond emulation or replication by his
peers in combat,

His awards and decoralions included the
Distinguished Service Cross, five Silver Stars,
four Legions of Merit, three Distinguished Flying
Crosses, the Bronze Star Medal with three Valor
devices, two Purple Hearts, the Meritorious
Service Medal, 50 Alr Medals, three with Valor
devices; and the three Army Commendation
Medals, one for Valor.

He had his own maoriality reminders and left
several Cobra helicopters for recovery with
exlensive combat damage.

A warfighter with Ihe warrior ethos, Bahnsen
was always, always on the altack-attack-atiack.

His tactics, tachniques, practices and proce-
dures literally re-wrote ihe book on the fiy for
future Army aviators o seize and surge fo even
higher levels of combat effecliveness.

Mo citation can really caplure the incredible
caraar of “Doc” Bahnsan, and his way-oul-there
strelching of one's career possibilities in Army
aviation.
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~ Colonel
Norman M. Bissell,
' Ret,

)

Refired COL Morman M.
"Mike" Bissell made unique
contributions  to  Army
Aviation during his military career and after
retirement in the service of his country.

Gradualing from the Virginia Military
Insiitute, he became a parachutist, Ranger and
an Amy avialor before serving two combal
tours in Vietnam as a helicopter pilot.

Bissell later graduated from the Command
and General Staff College, the Army War
College, and was selected as a Senior Army
Fellow at Harvard University.

As the direclor of Flight Training at Forl
Rucker, he organized the directorate into a
brigade lo enhance the carser opporunilies of
the instructor pilots.

While commanding the 17th Avn. Bde. in
Korea, he redesigned the bulfer zone flight pro-
cadures along the demilitarized zone, and cre-
ated and commanded the U.S. Amy and
Korean Army Combined Avialion Command.

He was also an execulive cfficer fo the
Assistant Secretary of the Army and the J3 for
the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

In 1968, Bissell was nominated for the Medal
of Honor for rescuing a severely wounded
American advisor, exiracting him from a landing
zone after three attempts.

During his second approach to the LZ his air-
crafl received heavy enemy machine gun fire,
killing his door gunner, and wounding him in the
neck.

For his heroism, Bissell received the
Distinguished Senvice Cross.

His other awards include the Distinguished
Service Medal, the Defense Superior Service
Medal, and three Legions of Merit.

In 1987, he became the program manager
for joint Boeing/Sikorsky Team wying for the
future RAH-66 Comanche helicopter.

When his team won the contract, Bissell
relurned to WM to serve as the commandant.

Later he became the commandant of the
Virginla Women's Institute for Leadership, the
only all female cadet corps In the world,

In 2004, Bissell received the Gold award of
the Order of 5. Michael for his distinguished
Avialion service.
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Chief Warrant
Officer 5

Robert R, Fladry,
Ret.

Retired CW5 Roberl Ray
Fladry's career envelops
the entire litany of Amy
combal operations from two tours in Vietnam,
to Grenada, the Persian Gulf crisis, Panama,
and then Operation Gothic Serpent in Somalia,
the famed Black Hawk Down conflict in 1993,

Fladry's indisputable herotsm as an Army
aviator gamered awards of the Silver Star, the
Distinguished Flying Cross, multiple Air
Medals, and as a recipient of the prestigious
singular accolade, the American Legion's
Mational Valor Award in 1990,

Selected for promotion on the Army's first
CWS5 promotion board, Fladry's maore than 38-
year career of instructor pilot service to the
Army spans more than 26 years of aclive duly
and 12 years of relired involvement as a
Special Operations Aviation (S0A) civilian
mission instructor,

Since retirement, Fladry has Irained and
qualified 136 SOA pilots and 26 SOA instructor
pilots.

Fladry accumulated 12472 lotal flight
hours, 806 hours in combat, 4,312 under night
vision goggles, and 6,247 hours as an insfruc-
tor pilot,

His singular efforts, leadership and valor
have projected Army and Special Operations
Aviation to the pinnacle of success and gar-
nered him stalus as an “epitome standard” for
other Army aviators to emulate.

Fladry's dedication, valor and leadership in
pioneering the advent of current SOA princi-
ples, doclring and execulion are selfless acco-
lades to the success of the Army and lhe
Special Oparations Aviation communilies, and
miake him a worthy inductes.
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L Major General
~ Joseph N. Jaggers Jr.,

Retired MG Joseph M.
“Jim" Jaggers Jr. played a
key role in fostering Army
aviation as a combal commander, developing
tactical docirine, fielding the Cobra gunship and
in the procurement of Ihe Advanced Aftack
Helicopter,

After commanding a rifle company in the
Korean War, Jaggers eamed his wings in 1857
and then organized and commandad the Army's
first experimental Aerial Reconnaissance and
Security Troop at Fort Benning, Ga.

In Vietnam, he commanded the 68th Aviation
Company (later re-designated as the 197th Avn.
Co.), which evolved from the legendary Utility
Tactical Transporl Hel. Co. Mever content to rele-
gate the most difficull and dangerous combal
lasks lo subordinale commanders, Jaggers
always sel the example through suslained and
consistent acts of personal bravery. His near-
single-handed orchestration of a major aimebile
operalion in the Hau Mghia province, near the vil-
lage of Duc Hoa, resulled in the 1971h Avn. Co.
being recognized for conspicuous bravery and was
awarded the first Presidential Unit Citalion of the
Vietnam War in May 1965. He developed “cardinal
mles" for amed heficopter tactical employment,
the basis for a then new Amy field manual.

Between Vietnam lours, Jaggers was the
Ay Staff's special staff officer for the fielding
of the AH-1G Cobra helicopler. Back fo
Vietnam, he commanded the 3rd Bn., 506th
Infantry Regl. operating in the Central
Highlands, and made a brilliant combat assault
into Cambodia.

Jaggers was assigned to Project MASSTER
{mobile army sensor systems test, evaluation
and review), where he directed key develop-
mental tests involving aerial scouts with the
intelligence devices. He then commanded the
3rd Brigade of the 1st Cav. Division and later
after promotion to brigadier general, Jaggers
became the assistant division commander,

His courage in combat eamed him two Sitver
Slars, five Dislinguished Flying Crosses and 45
Alr Medals.

Jaggers served as chairman of the
Advanced Aftack Helicopter Source Seleclion
Board and then the chaiman of the farget
acquisition designation sight and pilot night
vision (TADS/PNVS) system source seleclion
board, resulling in the development and pro-
curement of the AH-64 attack helicopter.

With over 5,000 flight hours, 1,600 hours
flown in combat, Jaggers' leadership and conlri-
butions to Army avialion have been inspirational.
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Chief Warrant

Officer 5

Stephen T. Knowles Il
Ret.

Relired CW5 Slephen T,
Knowles || completed flight
school in 1970 and was
assigned as a UH-1C pilof, armament officer
and fire team leader with the 48ih Assaull
Helicopter Company in the Republic of Vietnam,
where he parlicipated in the famous Incursion
info Laos in Operation LAM SONG 718,

Al Fort Hood, Texas as the standardization
instructor pilol (SIP) with Troop A, Tth Sgdn.,
17th Cav. Regl. of the 6th Cav. Brigade,
Knowles was instrumantal in the development
of Joint Air Attack Team doctrine.

During & break in service, Knowles worked
as a TH-55A primary flight instructor with Doss
Avialion at Fort Rucker while pursuing his
Bachelor of Applied Science Degree in
Operalions  Managemenl from Troy State
Universily, graduating Cum Laude.

He rejoined the Army serving as an SIP with
the 151 Bn., 14th Avn, Regt. and then with the
Directorale of Evalualion and Standardization al
the U.S. Army Avialion Center, and deployed lo
combal as an SIP during Operation Deserd
Shield and Deser Storm.

A great Warfighter who always led from the
front, Knowles was selecled as Lhe first Chiel
Warrant Officer of the Avialion Branch in 2003,
taking the guidon and moving the branch war-
rant officers into the 21st Century.

He established the charter for the CWOAB,
which delineated the duties and responsibilities
for both the CWOAB and for the CWO of the
Army Avialion Center.

hs the CWOAB, he worked to revise and
improve the Aviation Warrant Officer Intermed-
late and Advanced courses and provided
numerous briefings and presentations on WO
issues, policles and programs to senlor leaders
in the Pre-command and Division Commander's
courses, and to senior Army officlals,

A masler Army aviator, Knowles accrued
over 5,550 flight hours with B46 combat Might
hours during his cumulative 28-year career,

Among his numerous military awards and
decorations are the Distinguished Flying Cross,
the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, lhree
Merilorious  Service Medals, 28 Arr Medals
including two for Valor, the Vielinam Cross of
Gallantry with Gold Star, and the Braken Wing
Award.
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@ Major General
I James H. Patterson,
Ret.

Relired MG James “Jim”
H. Patterson served his
nation and Army aviation for
over 28 years in uniform, and then continued to
serve in key defense industry leadership posi-
tions after relirement.

Pallerson served as Lhe assistant division
commander of the 1st Cavalry Division, Forl
Hood, Texas; then depuly commanding general
at the Army Awialion School and Cenler, Forl
Rucker, Ala., where approximalely one half of
his tenure was spent as the acling commanding
general; as the direclor of Balflefield System
Integration for the Army; and commanded the
6th Air Cav. Brigade.

Patterson's career included a unigue blend
of cavalry-armor and aviation assignments
which gave him a unique vision of cavalry and
aviation's potential on the modem batflefield.

During the 1975 Oclober FORSCOM-
TRADOG Conference I, he helped demonstrate
employment concepls for the Il Corps and
TRADOC commanders, and to a gathering of all
division commanders and the branch chiefs of
the Army.

This exercise cleary demonstrated the via-
bility and decisiveness of air cavalry and Army
aviation on the modern battlefield,

Patterson not only demonstraled a vision
which substantially changed the employment
techniques of cavalry and aviation, but was a
brave and decisive leader at all levels of com-
mand as avidenced by his awards and decora-
tions,

He was awarded the Distinguished Service
Cross, Ihe Distinguished Service Medal, the
Dizlinguished Flying Cross, two Legions of
Merit, two Bronze Stars for Valor, 21 Air Madals
and Ihe Purple Hearl.

From 1987 lo 1992, Pallerson was the vice
prasident for Perceplronics, Inc., and helped to
field the AIRNET and SIMMET, bath highly suc-
cessful colleclive lraining systems developed by
Defense Advanced Research Projecls Agency
and the aviation defense industry.

Patterson knew aviation and air cavalry
inside and out, making him a brave visionary
leader ahead of his time, and enabled him &0
leave an indelible imprint on how Army aviation
fights and survives on the modern battlefield.

Sergeant Major
| Kenneth G. Rich,
Ret.

Refired 3GM Kenneth G.
Rich is an exceptional Soldier
whose outstanding accom-
plishments and selfless service as an aviation
maintainer and trainer have contributed signifi-
cantly to the success of the Army aviation branch,

Enlisting in May 1976, he completed basic
Iraining al Fort Jackson, S.C. and advanced
individual training at Fort Eustis, Va, and
became a mechanic and crew chief on AH-1G
Cobra gunships al Fort Hood, Texas.

Hiz unparalleled leadership skills enabled
him lo serve successlully in leadership positions
from squad leader lo sergeanl major, ensuring
lhe safe operation of Army airerafl and the
preservalion of peaple and equipment around
the world.

Rich was selected in 1984 as the Communily
Soldier of the Year when stalioned in Hanau,
Germany. In 1985, he was named AAAA'S
Soldier of the Year and inducted into lhe
Sergeant Morales Club.

In 1991, while assigned as a senior fraining
development NCO for the Department of
Training and Doctrine with the New Systems
Training Division, Rich was instrumental in the
integration of the AH-G4A Apache Helicopter
Maintenance course to the U.S. Army Aviation
Logistics School at Fort Eustis,

His direct coordination with aircraft mainte-
nance conlractors and program managers
quickly resolved problams assoclated with insti-
lulionalized training and lead to effective train-
ing for GTR10 Scidiers.

Rich also played a prominent role in the
developmental phases and future maintenance
fraining plans for the RAH-66 Comanche hel-
copler program in the 1890z,

From 1987 through 2005, Rich was in
charge of various instructional training divisions
and departmeants with the USAALS.

Assigned as the sergeant major of the
Depariment of Attack Helicopter Training, his
dapariment was instrumental in the School
receiving both a successful accreditation and
exemplary comments from the Army Training
and Doctrine Command's accreditation team.

The USAALS was rated as the "Best of 11
TRADOC Schools” to have been accredited by
the team up to that April 2005 visit,

Culminating his career as the Sergeant
Major of the Amy Aviation Logistics Schoal,
Rich retired in June 2006 with 30 years of ser-
vice to the nation,
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Chief Warrant
Officer §

Mary Cara Smalley,
Ret.

Retired CWS5 Mary Cara
Smalley was a greal pioneer
for women aviation officars.

She enlisted in the Amy to become a crew
chief and o earn a college degres.

In 1976, she became the 13th woman to
graduate from flight school and went on to
serve as he first woman aviator in the Bth Air
Cavalry Brigade al Fort Hood, Texas.

There she served with awalion visionary
COL Robert Maolinalli, who later achieved the
rank of major general, and flew UH-1 and OH-
58 helicoplers,

Molinelli arranged for Smalley o become
the first female pilol rated in the AH-1 Cobra
altack helicopter.

Although she completed the AH-1 iransi-
lion, women werg nol aulhorized to be
assigned (o attack helicopter companies in the
late 1970s.

Smalley served in a variety of assignments
lo include as a medical evacuation pilot, a night
vision goggle instructor pilot, an Initial Entry
Rolary Wing course instructor pilof, and as a
training, advising and counseling (TAC) officer
with the Warrant Officer Candidate School.

In 1985, while serving as a TAC, she earned
a masters degree in Aviation Management In
her off duty time.

Smalley was the firsl woman aviator pro-
moted to CW4 in 1989 and was selected to
serve as the adjutant for the prestigious United
States Precision Helicopter Team in 1991,

In 1994 the Mational Club's Ouistanding
Women in Aviation Soclety selected her as the
outstanding female Army Aviatar of the year,

Smalley was the first female regular Army
warrant officer and aviator to achieve the rank
of CW5 In 1985,

A master Army aviator with over 3,000 flight
hours, 1,000 hours as an |P, Smalley retired in
1999 after serving her country for 24 years,

Smalley has been a truly ouistanding war-
rani officer and an inspiration 1o all men and
women Army aviators.
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Brigadier General
Robert L. Stewart,

Ret.

Retired BG Robert L.
Stewart bazed trails through
his 28-year career where
athers feared to read,

In May 1964, he received his ROTC com-
mission as an Air Defense Artillery officer with
his bachelor of science degrea in Mathematlics
from the Univ. of Southem Mississippi.

After completing helicopler Iraining at For
Wolters, Texas and Fort Rucker, Ala., he was
designated an Army avialor in July 1966, From
Augus! 1986 o 1967, Stewarl flew 1,035 com-
bat hours in Vietnam as an armed helicopler fire
lgam leader with Co. A, 10151 Avn. B, Alter
combal, Stewarl served in a variely of assign-
ments including as a helicopter instructor pilot
and pursued his master of science in
Aerospace Engineering from the University of
Texas al Arlington, In 1974 he graduated from
the LS. Maval Test Pilot Schoal’s Rotary Wing
Test Pilot Course and was assigned as an
experimental test pilot with the Army’s Aviation
Engineering Flight Activity in California.

As chief of the Inlegrated Syslems Test
Division, Stewart parlicipated in engineering
flight tests of UH-1 and AH-1 helicoplers and
U-21 and OV-1 aircraft; serving as a project
officer and senlor fest pllot on the Hughes
YAH-64 advanced attack helicopter during
government compelitive festing; and partici-
pated with Sikorsky's test pilats in developing
an electronic automatic flight control system
for the new Army UH-60A helicopter.

Stewart became the Army’s fifth astronaut
in August 1979, serving as a mission specialist
on space shutlle flights STS-41B in 1984 and
STE-51J In 1985, logging 289 hours in space.
He Is the first Amy astronaut to walk untethered
in space in 1984 using a man-maneuvaring unit,

Promoled to brigadier general in 19886,
Stewart became the deputy commanding gener-
al of the Amy's Sirategic Defense Command,
managing the research efforis in developing bal-
listic missile defense technology. Stewart refired
from the Army in 1982, having logged approxi-
malely 6,000 fight hours in 38 types of aircraft.

His awards and honors include the
Dislinguished  Service Medal, Defense
Superior Service Madal, two Legions of Merit,
four Distinguished Flying Crosses, a Bronza
Star, 33 Air Medals, two Purple Hearls, the
Vieinamese Cross of Gallantry, and two NASA
Spaca Flight Madals,

Slewart is AAANs 1984 Army Aviator of the
Year and the recipient of the America Heli-
copler Sociely's Feinberg Memorial Award.

Brigadier General
Rodney D. Wolfe,
Ret.

Relired BG Rodney D.
Wolfe has made outstanding
and significant personal and
professional contributions lo Army  avialion
since earning his wings in early 1960,

Wolfe's stellar military career included two
combal fours in Vielnam in which he dislin-
guizhed himsell.

In 1965 he commanded the regimental avia-
tion unil of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment.

Then relurning fo combat in 1970, he com-
manded &n Air Cav. Troop with the 3rd
Squadron, 5th Cav. Regt. during the famous
Operation Lam Song 719 into Laos.

Diuring this tour, Wolfe received the Soldier's
Medal for a daring rescue of five Soldiers in a
dense fog while extremely low on fuel after a
medical evacuation unit refused to fly the mis-
sion,
Later he commanded the 1st Sqdn., 9th Cav.
Regt. at Fort Hood, Texas.

In 1981, while the commander of the 101st
Aviation Group at Fort Campbell, Ky, Wolfe
organized and trained the first night fighting unit
capable of working with special operations
forces.

This task force became Ihe 160th Avialion
Battalion, the forerunner of the now famous unit
known around the world loday as The Night
Statkers.

Colncident with this new paradigm of
warfighting, he Instituted night vision goggle fly-
ing capabilities into every level of aviation sup-
port within the 101st Airbome Division.

His last assignment before retirement in
1989 was a very successful tenure as the
deputy commanding general of the U.S. Army
Awialion Center and Fort Rucker, Ala,

Here Wolfe had a direct and lasting impacl
on flight fraining transformation, as well as
developing ihe infrastructure needed for a fladg-
ling new Awiation Branch.
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Vietnam Aviator Receives Medal of Honor

By James Bullinger
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Crandall addresses the audience
after being inducted into the
Pentagon’s Hall of Heroes Feb. 27.

AP PHOTO EY JAMES BULLINGER

The presidant's military aide
holds the Medal of Honor for
presentation while the award

citation iz read,
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orty-one years after his heroic
Faclians in Yietnam, retired LTC

Bruce P. Crandall, along with his
family, gathered at the White House
Feb. 26 for a rare ceremony hosted by
President George W. Bush.

Joined Arlene, his wife of 50
years, and their three sons R.
Donovan, Steven and Michael, and
three of their five grandchildren; all
came to witness the presenfation of
the mnation's highest award for
courage under fire-the Medal of
Honor-to Crandall.

Eight other MOH recipients
attended the ceremony, including
Harvey Barnum, Bob Foley, Jac
Jacobs, Joe Marm, Bob Patterson, Al
Rascon, Gordon Roberts and Brian
Thacker.

Crandall was drafted into the Army
in 1953, receiving his commission in
1954 after praduating from the
Engineer Officer Candidate School at
Fort Belvoir, Va. He went on to attend
fixed wing flight training at Gary Air
Force Base in Texas and then was in
the first graduating class of advanced
helicopter flight training at Camp
Rucker, Ala. Eventually Crandall’s
career led him to Vietnam and com-
mand of Co. A, 229th Aslt. Hel. Bn.
with the newly formed 1st Cav. Diwv.
{Airmobile).

Some four decades later after a
careful review of Crandall’s military
record and his actions in Vietnam in
1965, a decision was made by the
Department of Defense to nominate
him for the nation’s highest military
award.

“Today I am proud to bestow this
medal on a daring pilot, a devoted
Soldier and a selfless leader, LTC
Bruce Crandall,” said President Bush
at the start of the 2:30 p.m. ceremony.
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*(On the morning of Nov. 14, 1963,
MAJ Crandall’s unit was transporting
a battalion of Soldiers to a remote
spot in the la Drang Valley, to a land-
ing zone called X-Ray. After several
routine lifts into the area, the men on
the ground came under a massive
attack from the Morth Vietnamese
army,” Bush explained.

“On MAJ Crandall’s next flight,
three soldiers on his helicopter were
killed, three more were wounded. But
instead of lifting off to safety, MAJ
Crandall kept his chopper on the

round — in the direct line of enemy
irec — s0 that four wounded soldiers
could be loaded aboard.™

Crandall flew the men to base so
their injuries could be treated. At that
Enin[ he had fulfilled his mission, but

¢ knew that the Soldiers were oul-
numbered and low on ammunition
back in the valley.

“So MAJ Crandall decided 1o 1l
back into X-Ray,” Bush continued.
“He asked for a volunteer to join him.
CPT Ed Freeman stepped forward. In
their unarmed choppers, they flew
through a cloud of smoke and a wave
of bullets. They delivered desperately
needed supplies. They carried out
more of the wounded, even though
medical evacuation was really not
their mission.”

“If MAJ Crandall had stopped here
he would have been a hero. But he
didn’t stop,” Bush said. “He flew
back into X-Ray again and again.
Fourteen times he flew into what they
called the Valley of Death. He made
those flights knowing that he faced
what was later described as an
‘almost unbelievably extreme risk to
his life.””

Over the course of the day,
Crandall had to fly three different
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Far Left: Arlene Crandall proudly shares a
humeorous moement with her husband as
President Bush talks about LTC Crandall's
hereic actions in the Battle of la Drang during
the Vietnam war.

Left: President George W. Bush secures the
clasp on the Medal of Honor he presented to
retired LTC Bruce P. Crandall,

AAPIPHOTOS BY JAMES BULLINGER

helicopters, as two were badly damaged
and not able to fly. *Yet he kept tlying
until every wounded man had been
evacuated and every need of the battal-
icn had been met,” Bush said. *“When
they touched down on their last Mlight,
MAJ Crandall and Capt. Freeman had
spent more than 14 hours in the air.
They had evacuated some 70 wounded
men. They had provided a lifeline that
allowed the battalion to survive the
day.”

“In men like Bruce Crandall, we
really see the best of America,” Bush
said, “He and his fellow Soldiers were
brave, brave {olks. They were as noble
and selfless as any who have ever worn
our nation’s uniform.” Then DBush
directed the reading of the award cita-
tion and he carefully hung the medal
around Crandall’s neck, securing the
clasps,

The next day at the Pentagon,
Secretary of the Army Dr. Francis I,
Harvey and Army Chief of Staff GEN
Peter Schoomaker honored Crandall
again with his induction into the presti-
gious “Hall of Heroes.”

Crandall, a master Army aviator
rated in the U=1 Oitter, L-20 Beaver and
L-19 Birddog [ixed wing airerafl; and
the H-23 Raven, H-13. H-19 and the
1TH-1 helicoplers, retired from  the
Army in 1977, He led over 900 combat
missions during two tours in Vietnam,

His other awards include the
Distinguished Flying Cross with oak
leal’ cluster; the Bronze Star and the
Meritorious Service Medal, 24 Air
Medals; the Army Commendation
Medal; the Purple Hearl: the Vietnam
Service Medal (four campaigns); the
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal
with 60 device and the Vietnam Cross of
Gallantry with Gold Star (three awards).

He, along with Freeman, were

inducted into the Army Aviation Hall of

Fame in 2004,
Today the Crandalls reside in
Manchester, Wash.

Editor’s note: You can read more
about Bruce Crandall and la Drang
Valley in the book "We Were Soldiers
Once... And Young” by LTG Hareld G
Moare and Joseph L. Galloway.
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Army Aviation

By Ululani Packett

t the time of this writing, it is Valentine’s weel. Over
Athﬂ weekend, my husband presided over a funeral for a

Soldier who died in Operation Tragi Freedom and was
buried in Franklinton, La, It is a policy set forth by the Chief
of StafT of the Army that for every Soldier killed in the War
on Terror, a general officer will preside over each funeral.

Then I attended a funeral service along with my hus-
band here at Fort Rucker for CW4 Keith Yoakum, whao
died Feb. 2 in Iraq. However, this Soldier was an aviator
which made the whole occasion personal and much closer
to home. This Soldier was indeed a hero, but even more
than that, he died fighting for his comrades in arms.

Keith Yoakum didn’t have to be there, but chose to be
because he wanted to make a difference. He represented
the very best in the U.5. Army, and in an Army aviator. 1
was proud to see the show of support from the communi-
ty and from the extended community as a whole, The out-
pouring and show of respect for this Soldier was remark-
able, but this aviation community is unique.

Aviators are a close knit group, the best trained, the
brightest and the very best the Army has. It is this special
status that has been mentored by an organization we know
as the Army Aviation Association of Ameriea for the last
30 years.

AAAA was built out of the vision from those aviators
who fought in WWII and the Korean War. It has been
behind the aviator throughout Vietnam, Grenada, Desert
Shield and Storm, Somalia, the Balkans, and presently in
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation  Tragi
Freedom. Just know that I am so very proud of our avia-
tors and their tamilies. They continue to perform beyond
anyone's imagination.

I am equally as proud of those who support our aviation
community and Soldiers here on the home front. You are
a large part and the reason for which our Soldiers are
fighting. You are the integral part of the strength and spir-
it behind the Aviation Branch. Thank you for all that you
do and continue to do.

My husband Virgil and 1 are grateful for each of you
knowing that we are better together and please know that
each and everyone of you is “Above the Best!™

Best Wishes to All,

Ululani

e ol .
Ululani Packett is the fivst lady of the Aviation Branch and
the spowse of MG Virgil L. Packett I, commanding gener-
al of the U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting Center and Fort
Rucker, Ala.
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 Greetings from the Heart of

i—a Fort Rucker, Alabama

Editor’s note: We are grateful to Judy Konitzer for her
outstanding commitment fo provide timely updates to you
the reader: This is Judy s final coluwmn as First Lacdy of the
AAAA, but she'll be back as a contributing editor for the
Spowses ' Corner: Thank you Judy for your leadership and
vour great job on the spouse programs.

So Long,
But Not Good Bye

By Judy Konitzer

will be coming to an end at the close of the conven-

tion. I have tried to be an active participant during this
time, and it has been an experience that I'll forever trea-
sure.

I'm so proud to be associated with the aviation com-
munity and AAAA! Our organization, now celebrating its
Golden Anniversary, exemplifies what the Aviation
Branch and being “Above the Best” truly means. The
legacy will live on with all of us doing our part to support
the Army Aviation Soldier and family.

While the war in Iraq and Afghanistan continues, our
fing and courageous Soldiers and their families are asked
on a daily basis to make continuous sacrifices. We as an
organization are mindful of their contributions, and we as
a nation are truly blessed knowing that they are making a
difference for future generations.

It is comforting to me to know that AAAA not only sup-
ports our Soldiers, but it also cares about our families,

This past year $239,000 in scholarship aid was given to
148 recipients.

Our AAAA chapters requesting financial assistance for
their pre-deployment ceremonies, organizational days,
Welcome Home ceremonies and balls received over
558,000 to help defray expenses; and financial assistance
was provided to the families of fallen Soldiers. And the
AAAN Our Ladv of Loreto award was presented to 75
well-deserving spouses. Other monies spent in support of
the Aviation community are covered in the president’s col-
umm.

On another note, we were truly saddened by the loss of
life and the devastation in Enterprise, Ala. due to the tor-
nado on March 1. Tom and I had two daughters attend

TJm‘s two year tenure as the president of the AAAA
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Enterprise High School, and the death of eight students
there brings it very close to home for us. | know from liv-
ing in the Wiregrass how very supporlive the community
ig, and I know thatl it has rallied around those who have
been affected by this tragedy. Please recognize that our
mosl sincere sympathy, loving thoughts and prayers are
with all who are trying to rebuild their lives and their
community.

The AAAA magazine [or years has focused on updates
from the Aviation Branch. units and industry.

This past vear I felt that we needed to start a Spouses’
Carner.

It has been well received and I'm so excited about the
willingness of our spouses to contribute.

| have been asked o continue as a contributing editor
for the column, and I"'m honored to do so, but 1 will need
vour help to be able to continue bringing interesting fam-
ily related articles to the attention of our membership.
Please send me requests for articles dealing with particu-
lar topics and 1 will do my best to deliver them to you,

Another innovalion begun last year was the “Family™
panel during the convention. It too was well received, and
we will be sponsoring one again this year, The theme 15
“Supporting the 118, Army Aviation Soldier and Family.”

Some of the issues being addressed are Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder and other related mental health challenges,
stressors Tacing our children, updates on legislation, fam-
ily readiness groups and funding them., and contract pro-
grams to assist familics during deployment and reintegra-
tion,

Please join us on Saturday, May 12 from 9 to 10:30 a.m.
for this informative session.

I'm looking forward to the eelebration in Atlanta as we
celebrate “50 Years Above the Best™ for the Army
Aviation Association of America,

Fondly,

Judy

Chairwoiman
Spouses’ Commitiee

MAPWSO-H

sac  www.brackettaircraft.com
(928) 757-4005
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AAAA President BG (Ret.) Tom and Judy Konitzer join Becky
Pillsbury, center, for a congratulations phato. Pillsbury, spouse of
MG James H. Pillsbury, was racognized for her afforts and contribu-
tions in supporting aviation Soldiers and their families with an
induction into tha Honorable Order of Our Lady of Loreto during the
Tennessaa Valley Chapter's first annual Army Aviation Ball held
March 23.

JUST TELL US
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Take a 5-minute break at the
Oregon Aero Quad-A booth
and get a 24/7 vacation from pain.
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cool & dry sor seaks

Helmet Upgrade Kits - poin-fres,
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coal & diy ear seals, lighter weight

ShockBlockers? Insoles Inserts-
roduce shock bo beol ond joints,

roalst comprassion, cool & dry,

no sheinkage, onfl-ador

Try ot fhese innovetive produch ol Cuad-A

OREGON
= ERO%
Painless *« Safer » Quieter”

www.OregonAero.com
BDO-8BB-AVI0
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TVC Hosts

3ddrd Annual Joseph P. Cribbins

By LTC Jason 1. Galindo

Tennessee Valley Chapter hosted the 33rd Annual

Joseph P. Cribbins Aviation Product Symposium on
Feb. 14 and 15 at the Von Braun Civie Center in
Huntsville, Ala. The symposium’s intent is to stimulate
dialogue among industry executive, senior government
officials and military leaders concerning support to the
aviation warfighter,

This year's symposium was by far the largest ever, with
nearly 500 attendees, with 43 industry members parlici-
pating with exhibit booths on the civic center floor,

Mamed in honor of Cribbins, the former special assis-
tant to the Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics (DCSLOG)
and the chief of the Aviation Logistics Office, this year’s
symposium theme was “Transformation: Technology on
the Battlefield”

T he Army Aviation Association of America and the

LTC Christopher Wolfe and CSM Mark Herndon, 96th Avn. Spt. Bn,,
received the Outstanding Logistics Support Unit of the Year award
here with Bogesian and Pillsbury.

The event hosted several guest speakers and panel pre-
sentations with follow-on question and answer sessions.

Guest speakers included BG Rickey Rife, assistant
division commander for Support with the 101st Airborne
Division, who commented on the support of the Aviation
and Missile Command (AMCOM) and lauded the perfor-
mance of the division and its organic and attached avia-
tion units during their recent deployment,

MG James Pillsbury, AMCOM's commanding general,
provided an update and emphasized the need to work
closely with Training and Doctrine Command to support
the requirements process.

Pillsbury’s message to the audience included the con-
tinued need to pursue aircraft condition based mainte-
nance and remediation, achieving the full service life of
critical and costly components.

During the luncheon, AAAA President BG (Ret.) Tom
Konitzer highlighted the association’s efforts in support of
the aviation Soldiers and their families.

Then MG Virgil Packett, the commanding general of
the Army Aviation Warfighting Center, provided an oper-
ational perspective to the day’s events focusing on the
Soldier.

Other speakers included Paul Bogosian, the Program
Executive Officer for Aviation; BG Steven Mundt, direc-
tor of Army Aviation on the Army Staff; Dr. Richard
Amos, deputy AMCOM commander; and BG William
Phillips, deputy PEO for Aviation.

This year’s distinguished pancl members included
senior members of AMCOM, aviation platform project
managers, and industry original equipment manufactur-
ers: Sikorsky, EADS, Boeing, Raytheon, Bell and AAL

The panels focused on current and future issues impact-
ing the transformation of the Army’s total aviation force.

A major symposium highlight was the keynote address

i
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Paul Bogosian, left, with MG James Pillsbury and Tom Konilzer,
present Nick Trbovich, Jr., of the Ontario Knife Company, with the
Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by a Small Business.

Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by an Industry Team,
Group or Speclal Unit was awarded to Dynamics Research
Corporation's Leon Hite and Joseph Stevens, center, with Robert
Smith of DRC.
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Aviation Product Symposium

awarded to Ronald Cannon, WESTAR Aerospace and Defense
Group, Inc., here with Pillsbury and Konitzer.

during the dinner by COL Jeffrey Williams, Army aviator
and NASA astronaut.

Williams regaled the audience with vivid recollections
of his recent six month stay on the International Space
Station, keeping them spellbound with photographs from
space and hearing of life in zero gravity.

Included in William’s stories was the retelling of the
“celestial” ceremony, in which he operating up in the 158
and Konitzer down in the Johnson Space Center, present-
ed retired COL and fellow astronaut Bill McArthur the
gold award of the Order of S5t. Michael as the two asiro-
nautls conducted a mission handover on the space station
—a unigue moment in the space program and AAAA’s his-
tory,

The Ouistanding Logistics Support Unit aof the Year was
the 26th Avn. Support Bn., 1015t Cbt. Avn. Bde,, Fort
Campbell, Ky. The commander and senior NCO, LTC
Christopher F. Wolfe and CSM Mark F. Herndon, accept-
ed the award.

The Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by
an Industry Team, Group or Special Unit was awarded to
Leon Hite and Joseph Stevens, Dynamics Research
Corp., Madison, Ala.

The Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by a
Small Business Organization was awarded to The
Ontario Knife Company, Elma, N.Y. Nick Trbovich, Jr.
accepted the award.

The Materiel Readiness Award for a Contribution by an
Individual Member of Industry was awarded to Ronald
Cannon, WESTAR Aerospace and Defense Group, Inc.,
Huntsville, Ala.

And the final award for Mareriel Readiness Award for
a Contribution by a Major Contractor was presented to

ARMY AVIATION

Bogosian and Pillsbury present Robert Dickey from Parker
Aerospace, Parker Hannifin Corp. with the Materiel Readiness Award
for a Contribution by a Major Contractor,

the Parker Aerospace, Parker Hannifin Corp., Irvine,
Calif. Robert Dickey accepted the award for Parker.

The symposium also provided an opportunity to high-
light the great work of the AAAA Scholarship
Foundation.

The generosity of the symposium attendees and mem-
bers was overwhelming and greatly appreciated.

In all, the TVC received more than 40 donations total-
ing $21,000.

While not everyone can be recognized here, the follow-
ing individual and companies are recognized as platinum
level donors to the scholarship program: MG (Ret.) Dick
Stephenson, and Avion, Inc.; Blackhawk, Boeing, Davis
Medical, Dynetics, Hawk Enterprises, L3 Link S&T,
Raytheon, SES, Sycoleman, Westar and Westwind,

This year's Cribbins Symposium was by far the most
successtul and continues a 33-vear tradition of growth and
improvement, but more importantly, service to Army
Aviation and its Soldiers.

The opportunity for members of the aviation communi-
ty — industry, government and academia alike — to come
together and in open dialogue candidly pass and share
information and ideas regarding the support of the current
and future Army Aviation Force, is both unique and
invaluable.

Mext year’s symposium will again be held in Huntsville
and everyone is welcome,

el
LTC Jason L. Galindo is the TVC vice president for

Publicity and a frequent chapter contributor to ARMY
AVIATION.
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Left: LTC Walter Bradley presented VFW Post 7387 Commander George Nunnemacher with

an appreciation gift and thanked all the veterans

ling Home “THE SPARTANS”
eserve Warrior-Citizens Return

e

for helping to provide food and beverages for the Soldiers and thelr families during their welcome home festivities. Middle: LTG Jack C.
Stultz, right, chief of the U.5. Army Reserve, congratulates LTC Walter Bradley and then pald tribute to the Soldiers of the Co. B, Tth Bn,,
158th Avn. Regt, during their Welcome Home Warrior Citizen Ceremony. Right: LTC Walter Bradiey, left, and 15G Russell Reese presanted
hugs and Soldier Teddy Bears to children during the Welcome Home Warrior Citizen Ceremaony as a thank you to family members for their
support and sacrifices during the year long deployment. asuy PHOTOS BY LTC CHUGK PRICHARD

n Feb. 11, 136 Army Reserve air

warriors from Co. B, Tth Bn.,

158th Awn. Regt., were recog-
nized during a Welcome Home
Warrior Citizen Ceremony in Olathe,
Kan. LTG Jack C. Stultz , the chief of
the Army Reserve and commanding
general of the U.S. Army Reserve
Command, was on hand to welcome
home “The Spartans™ and serve as the
guest speaker.

Stultz paid tribute to the brave
Soldiers of the CH-47D Chinook
company whose significant accom-
plishments and superior aviation per-
formance was above and beyond the
normal call of duty. He personally
thanked and expressed his gratitude to
gach Soldier and their families for
their selfless service and handed them
an encased Welcome Home Warrior
Citizen Award,

The Spartans validated that the
USAR will provide the Army and the
American people with highly trained,
professional aviation Soldiers and
units ready to deploy, rescue or fight
anywhere in the world.

B/7-158th Avn. was the first Army
aviation unit to deploy to Pakistan for
Operation Lifeline following the dev-
astating Oct. 2005 earthquake that
killed over 70,000 people. On the sec-
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ond day of their mobilization, they
received a mission change to divert
from Afghanistan to Pakistan for
relief and rescue operations.

Mineteen days after receiving the
change of mission from Operation
Enduring Freedom to “Lifeline,” the
Spartans deployed Soldiers, aircraft
and supplies halfway around the
world and were conducting relief and
rescue operations saving thou-
sands of lives in Pakistan.

During the operation in Pakistan
and the OEF mission in Afghanistan,
the Spartans flew 7,728 accident free
hours, conducted 65 combat opera-
tions, delivered over 25 million
pounds of supplies, rescued over
4,000 refugees and evacoated 300
casualties. The company never can-
celled a mission due to maintenance
and maintained an operational readi-
ness rate of aver 80 percent.

They conducted simultaneous 24/7
combat and humanitarian relief oper-
ations from four locations in two
countries, and directly supported two
major Afghanistan offensive opera-
tions Mowntain Thrust in Tarin Kowt
for six weeks and Mountain Fury in
Salerno for four wecks.

The new slogan for the Army is
“Army Strong.” Nine Army Reserve
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Aviation units have mobilized, deploy-
ed, served with distinction and return-
ed home and validated that the USAR
is “Army Reserve Avialion Strong,™

Stultz thanked the various organiza-
tions that supported the WI'WC cere-
mony and personally thanked the
AAAA and President BG (Ret.) Tom
Konitzer for AAAA’s support of nine
ceremonics for Reserve aviation units,
LTC Walter Bradley, the Spartans’
commander, and Stultz presented
Konitzer with a framed CH-47D pic-
ture and unit patches of a Spartan
Chinook on a mountain top in Pakistan
and pave a special thanks to the Bocing
Company and Team Chinook for their
support for the WHWCC and the
“Army Reserve Aviation Strong™ ban-
ner they gave to the Spartans.

After the WHWC ceremony, Soldiers
and their families enjoyed lunch and the
comradery of the united brotherhood
back home, safe and sound. All the chil-
dren received a Soldier Teddy Bear and
a big hug from LTC Walter Bradley and
15G Russell Reese, the senior leaders of
the Spartans.

ol

MAS Jerry R, Gray is the executive
afficer of the Aviation Directorate,
US. Army Reserve Conmnmand, Fort
MePherson, Ga.
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Aviation’s Best Battalions
Honored with Parker Awards

By James Bullinger

he best of the best aviation battal-

ions were honored Jan. 26 at Fort

Rucker, Ala. The winners of the
2006 LTG Ellis D. Parker Outstand-
ing Aviation Unit competition were
recognized at the annual awards lun-
cheon held during the Aviation Senior
Leaders Conference.

In 1992, Army Chief of Staff GEN
Gordon R. Sullivan announced during
the retirement ceremony for LTG
Parker, then director of the Army
Staff, the establishment of a
Department of the Army level award
in honor of Parker, who served as the
third Aviation branch chief and a com-
manding general of the U.S. Army
Aviation Center and Fort Rucker.

The Parker awards recognize excel-
lence in the areas of leadership, train-
ing, maintenance and safety during
the preceding fiscal year. Competition
is open to all active and reserve com-
ponent aviation battalions. MG Virgil
L. Packett 1I, commanding general of
the Aviation Warfighting Center and
Fort Rucker, assisted Parker with pre-
senting the awards.

Top Unit & Best Combat Service
Support Batialion

The overall LTG Ellis D, Parker
Outstanding Unit and combat service
support category winner is Task
Force Freedom, 277th Avn. Spt.
Bn., Fort Drum, M.Y. TF Freedom
successtully completed full-spectrum
combat service support operations
while deployed to numerous locations
around the world. For most of the
year, the 277th Avn. supported the 1st
Bn. (Atlk-Recon), 10th Avn. Regt.
operations in Mosul, Iraqg; the 10th
Chi. Avn. Bde. operations in Bagram,
Salerno, Jalalabad and Kandahar,
Afghanistan; and the 3rd Sqdn., 17th
Cav. Regt. home station fraining with
deployments to the Mational Training
and Joint Readiness Training centers.
The unit’s superior readiness posture
enabled its Soldiers to successfully
support a 19,000 flying hour program
in Irag, while simultaneously support-
ing a 30,000 flying hour program for
two separate task forces in
Afghanistan. They also had no Class
A or B ground or air operation acci-
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dents at Fort Drum, or in Afghanistan
or Iragq. COL Michael Rose and CSM
Jeffery Sturtevant accepted the award.

Best Combal Battalion

The winner of the best combat unit
category and runner up is the 3rd Bn,,
1015t Avn. Regt., Fort Campbell, Ky.
The 3-101st Avn. is the most deployed
attack battalion in the Army since
1999; it was deployed as the corps
attack helicopter battalion executing
operations under both V Corps and the
XVII Airborne Corps in Irag. The 3-
101st was split in three geographic
locations and supported the Multi-
Mational Force-Iraq and the Multi-
Mational Divisions, including the
Polish and British forces. Despite
their hectic schedule, the 3-101st flew
over 21,000 combat Nlight howrs cov-
ering more than 2,500 combat mission
sets, all without the loss of life or air-
craft. LTC William Gayler and CSM
Scott Babb accepted the award.

Best Combat Suppori Battalion

The best Combat Support unit is
the Sth Bn., 101st Avn. Regt., Fort
Campbell, Ky. The 5-101st Avn. flew
more than 21,000 combat hours in
support of Task Foree Band of
Brothers during Operation Iragi
Freedom-4 from Oct. 2005 to Aug.
2006, During this period they also
performed 7,000 multi-ship dust
landings and drove over 30,000 miles
with no Class A or B accidents, while
maintaining an 81 percent combat
readiness rate, The 5-101st Avn, per-
formed these missions in a variety of
roles including direct support air
assault, general support air assault
and air movement operations. MAJ
Landy Dunham and CSM Chester
Westergart accepted the award.

Best TDA Battalion

The best Aviation Table of
Distribution and Allowances Unit is
the *“Spartans” of the 1st Bn., 223rd
Avn. Regt,, 110th Avn. Bde., Fort
Rucker, Ala. The Spartans st the pro-
fessional example on a daily basis,
while responsible for 18 courses of
instruction in seven different air-
frames. During fiscal year 2000 they
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s il
Overall Top Aviation Battalion and Combat
Service Support Unit
Packett, Rose, Sturtevant and Parker

- [y |
Best Combat Unit
Packett, Gayler, Babb and Parker

Best Combat Support Unit
Fackett, Dunham, Westergart and Parker

Best- Table of D]strlﬁtit[anl‘md Allnwantés Unit
Packett, Carllle, Thompson and Parker

trained over 2,286 student pilots while
flying 105,652 hours with zero Class
A or B accidents. Additionally, this
unit met 100 percent of their reenlist-
ment and retention goals with zero
LICMJ action. The success of Army
Aviation is directly linked to the out-
standing performance of the Spartans
and their ability to train Soldiers. LTC
Christopher Carlile and SGM David
Thompson accepted the award,
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Freednm Team

Salute
and AAAA

By COL T, Scott Lloyd

5 the Army Aviation Association

of America celebrates its 50th

Anniversary, thoughts tum to our
aviators’ many accomplishments —
often achieved only hundreds of feet
above the earth - and to the selfless
service and sacrifice that have
advanced the status, strength and spir-
it of the U.S. Army Aviation branch to
become an enduring and cherished
American legacy.

AAAA represents the best of Army
Aviation, spanning from Cub Club
members 1o loday’s Soldier-members
from chapters such as Rising Sun,
Thunder Mountain and Phantom Corps.

Army leadership takes tremendous
pride in honoring the legacy of these
veterans and in enabling Army
Aviation Soldiers to honor their sup-
port networles.

We have taken a decisive step
through the Secretary of the Army and
Chief of Staff of the Army
Commendation  Program  called
Freedom Team Salute to recognize
and honor all Army veterans as an
expression of our nation’s gratitude
for their service.

The program allows Soldiers to
honor their parents, spouses and
employers — those individuals who
stand by them in good times and in
times of trial, and who are in many
ways the backbone of a successful
mission. Launched in 2005, Freedom
Team Salute (FTS) has commended
maore than 910,000 veterans, parents,
spouses and employers.

Among these Freedom Team Salute
honorees is Vietnam veteran Bruce P
Crandall, lifetime member of AAAA,
2004 Army Aviation Hall of Fame
inductee and Medal of Honor recipi-
ent. Freedom Team Salute was borne
out of the Army’s desire to embrace
what veterans and Soldiers such as
Crandall represent.

Army Chief of Staff GEN Peter J.
Schoomaker has underscored the
importance of this recomgnition, stat-
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ing “Army veterans have served this
nation with honor and dignity.”

Freedom Team Salute is a way to
recognize them and show them just
how much we appreciate the legacy of
loyal service they have passed on to
this generation of Soldiers.™

Every FTS honoree receives an
official commendation package,
which includes a certificate of appre-
ciation and a personalized letter from
the Secretary of the Army and Army
Chief of Staff thanking them for their
service to our nation. The package,
provided at no cost, also includes an
official Army lapel pin and Army
decals. It has been demonstrated time
and time again that the Army family is
strengthened when Soldiers and vet-
erans are honored for all that they do
and have done to achieve the
American way of life,

Army aircrews played a critical
role in our nation’s military history,
frequently tuming the tide of combat,
In the words of LTG Michael D.
Rochelle, Army deputy chief of staff
for Personnel, “Some gave all — but
all gave some.” Freedom Team Salute
allows us the privilege of honoring
the service of all AAAA velerans on
behalf of the American people.

AAAA active duty, National Guard
and Reserve Soldiers can recognize
their support network by visiting the
FTS information center at the AAAA
2007 Annual Convention and 50th
Anniversary Celebration. Any veteran
who has ever worn the Army uniform
— no matter where, when, or for how
long — is eligible for a FI'S Commen-
dation.

Freedom Team Salute hosts an
“Ambassador Program™ for those who
want to join the Army’s outreach team
and strengthen our Army community.
Our Ambassador volunteers perform
critical outreach for FTS within their
communities and local organizations,
and serve as a geographical point of
contact for the program,

For more details on FTS, to request
materials for an event or to honor
someone, contact us via our website
al  FreedomTeamSalute.com, by
emailifisambassadori@hgda.army.mil
or call (703) 602-4303.

Rl

COL T. Scort Lloyd is the director of
the ULS. drmy Freedom Team Salule
Program, Arlington, Va.
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| was a Soldier. | am a Soldier. | will always be a Soldier.

Freedom Team Salute
proudly salutes the
accomplishments and
service of Army Aviators

*,

Freedom Team
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It's simple and costs nothing...but the rewards are priceless.

« For Soldiers who want to thank their parents, spouse or employer for their support
- For veterans who want to express pride in being a part of the Army family
« For friends and family members who know a veteran deserving special recognition

Just stop by Booth #1136 to honor someone with a
Freedom Team Salute Commendation.

A gift for you:
Display your pride in
our Army Family!

This photo-frame magnet is
free at Booth #1136.

FreedomTeamSalute.com




Editor's note: Companies can send thelr Army Aviafion relat-
ed news releases and information to editor@guad-a.org.

Army Awards M-TADS/PNVS Production Contract

The Army awarded Lockheed Martin of Oriando, Fla,, a fol-
low-on $311 million production contract Feb. 28 for the new
Arrowhead Modernized Target Acquisition Dasignation
Sight/Pilot Night Vision Sensor system for AH-64 Apache hali-
copters. The Lot 4 agreement authorizes production of 158 M-
TADS/PMVS for some of the remaining Army and foreign mil-
itary sales inventory, as wall as wartime replacemant systems
for new aircraft, The Arrowhead kit upgrades the infrared sen-
sors and associated elecironics.

Boeing Selects Meggitt Avionics for

Longbow Contract

Meggift Avienics of Fareham,
England, was selected March
26 by The Boeing Company to
supply the standby flight dis-
play system for tha Block 11l AH-
640 Longhow. The system is
comprised of a secondary flight
display system (SFDS), sec-
ondary flight display repeater

And Announcements Related o Army Aviation Matters

Nomex Marks 40 Years of
Safety Service

The DuPont Corp., Wilming- S
ton, Del., announced March 13 ¥
that its heat resistant fiber
"Womex" marks its 40th
anniversary this year. Nomex is
best known by military aircrews
who wear flight suits and
gloves made with the flame-
resistant,  high-temperature
fabric. Nomex grew out of fun-
damental R&D work done by
Paul Morgan and Stephanie
Kwolek, and Wilfred Sweeny
found a way to make a high-
molecular-weight product that could be spun into a tnugh
crystallizable fiber which possessed outstanding thermal and
flame-resistant properties leading to the final developmeant at
DuPaont's Experimental Station in Wilmington.
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PEGFLE ON THE MOVE

Aviation General Officers

The chief of staff of the Army announced March 12 the
assignment of the following Aviation officers:

MG James R, Myles, commanding general of the Army
Test and Evaluation Command, Alexandria, Va., to com-
manding general of the Army Aviation and Missile
Command, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.

BG Anne F. Macdonald, deputy commanding general,
Divizion West and Fart Carson, Colo., to chiefl of stafl of
the U.S. Army Reserve Command, Fort McPherson, Ga.

BG William N. Phillips, depuly Program Execulive
Officer for Aviation, Redstone Arsenal, Ala., to com-
manding general of Picatinny Arsenal and Program
Executive Officer for Ammunition, New Jersey.

Promotable COL James C. McConville, executive offi-
cer lo the Army Vice Chief of Staff, Washington, D.C. to
deputy commander of the 101st Airborne Div. (Air
Assault), Fort Campball, Ky.

The chief of staff of the Army announced March 23 the
assignment of the following Aviation officers:

MG James H. Pillsbury, commanding general of the
Army Aviation and Missile Command, Redstone

Arsenal, Ala., to deputy chief of staff for Logistics and
Operations, Army Materiel Cormmand, Fort Belvoir, Va.

BG Harvey T. Landwermeyer Jr., assistant division com-
rmander for Support, 2nd Inf. Div., Eighth LLS5. Army, Korea,
lo director of operations, Office of the Assislant Chief of
Staff for Installation Management, Washington, D.C,

BG Rickey L. Rife, assistanl division commander for
Support, 101st Airborne Div. (Air Assault), Fort
Campbell, Ky., to deputy director for Pro-%ram Analysis
and Evaluation, Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-8,
Washington, DC

COL Curtis D. Potts, 4th Inf. Div. (Mech.), Fort Hood,

Texas, to commander of the Army Operational Test
Command at Fort Hood.,

Industry News continued

Contracts — (From various sources. An “*° by a company
name indicates a small business contract)

Woodward Governor Co., Rockford, ., was awarded
March 26 a $5,368,000 contract for main fuel control for the
T-700 Engine. Work should be completed by March 31, 2012,

Lockhaad Martin Missiles and Fire Control, Orlando, Fla.,
was awarded March 22 a $48.1M contract for Lol 4
Modernized Target Acquisition Designation Sight/Pilot Night
Vision Senszor for the Apache Aircraft. Work should be com-
pleled by Dec. 31, 2010.

McDonnell Douglas Helicopter Co., Mesa, Ariz., was
awarded Mar. 19 a $21.4M confract for improved helmet dis-
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Changes of Responsibility

CSM Alfred Alexander relinquished respunslbma
as the Garrison Command Sergeant Major to CS

Robert J. Felder during a March 22 ceremony in the
LS. Army Aviation Museum at Fort Rucker, Ala.

Felder recently served with Task Force
Diamondhead, 2nd Bn., 25th Avn. Regt., 25th Cbt.
Avn. Bde., at Conlingency Operaling Base Speicher
in lrag. Before dey rlln%lra;? Felder passed respon-
sibility to CSM aanes formerly of 2nd
Sqdn., 6th Caw. Regt 25th CAE, in Feb. 24 cere-
muw Alexandar, whu has sanrad as the Garrison

since August 2005, retires after more than 30
years of service to the nation. Above, CSM Felder,
righl, passes the 2-25th Avn. colors back after relin-
quishing responsibility to CSM Haynes at COB
Spelcher in Iraq.
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Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates announced March
16 that President Bush has nominated BG Richard J.
Sherlock, Jr., the deputy commander and deputy chief
for Management, Resources and Support, LS. Army
Raesarve, Washington, D.C. for promotion to major gen-
eral with an assignment next as deputy commanding
general (Ind. Mobilization Augmentae), Army Training
and Doctrine Command, Forl Monroe, Va.

play sight system ship sets in support of the Apache heli-
copter. Work should be completed by Mar. 31, 2009,

Longbow L.L.C., Orlando, Fla., was awarded March 15 a
$10.5M contract for production of additional radar frequency
interferometers for the AH-64D helicopter. Work should be
completed by Oct. 31, 2011.

AAl Corp., Hunt Valley, Md., was awarded March 2 a $316.M
contract to reset/refurbish the equipment associated with the
Shadow unmanned aircraft system. Work should be complat-
ed by March 1, 2008,

Longbow L.L.C., Orlando, Fla., was awarded March 2 a
$54.1M contract for production of mast mount assemblies for
the fire control radar. Work should be completed by Feb. 28,
2010,
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

Command Selections

The fiscal year 2008 Colonel-
level command selection list
was released March 22,
Congratulations to the follow-
ing 9 Aviation officers.

COMBAT ARMS

Aviation Operations (C1F)
COL Bassani, Joseph A Jr.
LTC Doerer, Robert C.

LTC Galli, Donald M. *

LTC Hutmacher, Clayton M. *

Aviation Strategic Support
(C1FR)

Aviation Installation (C1FX)
COL Kelley, Yvetle J.

Combat Arms (02A) -
Strategic Support (C1JR)
LTC Ambrose, Paul J. *

Military Intelligence
Operations (C2D)
COL Carney, Steven P.

The fiscal year 2008
Colonel/GE-15 Acquisition
Command principal sefection
lest was released March 29,
Congratulations to the follow-
ing 3 Aviation related officars,

ARMY AVIATION

LTC Goodsmith, Jen P. *

LTC Shane T. Openshaw +
LTC Anthony W. Pols *
LTC L. Neil Thurgood *

Warrant Officer selected for Officer Candidate
School

A chief warrant officer was selected March 28 to attend
the Officer Candidate School at Fort Benning, Ga.
Congratulations to CW2 Hecfor M. Echevarria with
Co. A, 4th Bn., 3rd Avn. Regl., Hunler Army Airfield,
Ga., will attend Class 07-011 on Sept. 23. Upon com-
pletion of the 14-week course he will be commissioned
as an aclive duty 2LT in Aviation.

0OCS Hall of Fame Inductions Include Aviators
Seven rated aviators were among the 47 graduates of
the Army's Officer Candidate School inducted in the

OCS Hall of Fame during a March 30 ceremony at Fort  ajr Traffic and Air Space SET Joshua Chitwaod
Benning, Ga. OCS graduates who attain the rank of  Management Technician S5G Derck Cooper
colonel, receive the Medal of Honor, or dislinguish  [1508) Tech. SGT Keith Cunningham
themselves in their civilian careers are tradifionally SGT lan Beggs SGT Jeramy Currant
inducted into the HOF. Among the aviation inductees  SFC Pablo Bemios SGT Matthew Duggan
are lwo aclive duty officers, GEN Bryan "Doug” Brown,  55G Joseph Boyd SGT Danny Fowxworlh
commanding general of the U.S. Special Operations  SFC Curtis Major 550 Gordon Fuller
Command, and MG Jeffrey J. Schloasser, commander  SFC Justin Smith * 550 Chris Garcia
of the 101st Airborne Div. [Air Assault). The 2007 OCS 586G Craig Upchurch 586 Michae! Gillam
Hall of Fame aviation inductees and their graduation 556 Adam Grew
dates are: Aviation Maintenance SGT Bronson Hamby

Technician (151A) SPC Timathy
GEMN Bryan D. Brown *, May 1, 1970. SFC Chrislopher Blanchard * 550G Eric Hopper
MG Jeffrey J. Schloesser *, March 3, 1977 556G William Copeland SFC Rocky Jersen
COL (Ret.) Paul R. Longgrear, May 26, 1866. 556G Juan Escobales 556 Brandon Krahmer
COL (Ret.) Michael J. Nevin, July 21, 1967. S50 Calvin Lambert S50 Christopher Langston

; S5G Brian Smilh £5G Juan Lopezfiguerca

COL (Ret.) Samuel T. Williams, March G, 1875. BB A ST Travis Michasl
LTC (Ret.) Frederick A. Drew, April 28, 1966, ; P SFC Eddia Molina
LTC (Ret.) Frederick L. Spaulding, June 22, 1867, Helicopter Pilot (1534) SGT John Montgomery

886G Ginny Akins SGT Chrstopher Moore
Promotion Selections 55G Angel Alicea SFC Brandon Murphy
The calendar year 2007 Master Sergeant, Reserve 536 Clarence Bahan SSG Emilio Matalin
Components and aclive Guard Reserves selection 336 Willie Billups SFC David Newman
board resulis were released March 29. Congratulations 556 Paul Bowman S5G Jamie Nienajadio
to Army Reserve SFC Mark W. Cain, a 15P with the 5th 550G Kyle Broach 550 Derrick O'Brien
Bn., 159th Avn. Regt., Fort Euslis, Va. on his selection. 336 Tomas Casfro SPC Kyle Pajala
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AAP| FHOTD BY JAMES BULLINGER

Aviation Center NCO and Scldiar of tha Year
The U.3. Army Aviation Warfighting Center honored $5G Lorena
Ruiz and CPL Willlam D. Suclupe as Fort Rucker's non-com-
missioned officer and Soldier of the Year for 2006 during a Feb.
28 ceremony held in the Army Aviation Museum. MG Virgll L
Packeft and CSM Donald R, Sanders presented each Soldier with
the Army Commendalion Medal for their achievemenl. Ruiz, from
San Angelo, Texas, Is a 15Q air fraffic confrol operator with HHC,
1sl Bn., 13th Avn. Regl. She has a goal eamn her degree i
accounting. Suclupe, from Charlotte, N.C., is a 68X mental health
specialist from the US. Army Asromedical Center, His goal is to
altend and graduale from the Army Physician's Assistant Course.
Picture here (| to r) are: Packett, Ruiz, Suclupe and Sanders.

Warrant Officer Candidate Course

The bimonthly warrant officer accessions board met in
mid-March at Fort Knox, Ky., to select 235 enlisted
memhers to attend the Warrant Officer Candidale
Course at Forl Rucker Ala. The selection included 67
Soldiers designated for aviation related specialties.
Upon complation of the six-week course candidates will
be appointed Army warrant officers. Details about the
warrant officer accessions program and application pro-
cedures are online al www.usarec.army.milfhg/warrant’,



PEI]PI.E ON THE MOVE
586G Juandelacruz Perezoriz

SGT Robert Reed
556 Adam Rideau
556G Michea] Ridling
556 Joshua Robinson
556G Emily Schwenkler

556 Tammy Sexton-Clark
556 Viatchaslav Skroznikov

SPC Joshua Smith
536 Troy Smith

536 John Sowers
856 Robert Stewart
558G Christopher Tharp
SFC Timothy Unterseher
SPC Roberd VanArsdall
SGT Ellery Villalobos
SFC Kevin Walls

SFC Willilam Warren
556G Jonathan West
SFC Gabriel Whelsel
3313 Michael Wilson

* = AAAA Member
+ = Life Member

Promotions

Fiscal Year 2007 Amy active component

SFC promotion selection list released

March 20. Congratulations lo the following

336 Aviation NCOs.

NAME
Acuna, Gerard V.
Allen, Mneka A,
Andino-Mendez, Padro
ey

, William J.
Armslrong, Robert B.
Ascencio, Julio E.
Augustin, Jean E.
Balkom, Jeffery A,
Ballinger, Jason L. *
Barrier, Charles A,
Basa, Erol G.
Basham, Charles J.
Belisle, Matthew R.
Bell, Raymoan C.
Bender, Richard J.
Banjamin, Weslay C. *
Barmios, Cherliza R.
Bickiord, Mathew P.
Bilon, Mark J.T.
Blevins, Donald J.
Blevins, Shane A
Buoddie, Quinkon L.

David

Boss, Bradlar.l
Boterocarrea, Julio
Broaks, Willie L,
Brown, Shawnetie L.
Bryani, Joshua E.
Bryani, Langdon A.
Eln_.ranl Robert L.

y, Maria T. *
L’.‘.a a3, Moel D.
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MO3
158
15P
15M
15p
150
156
16T
18T
15U
15U
15N
15T
155
155
15T
15U
15P
150
15U
18T
15U
158
15T
15T
16T
15U

SEQ#

15K
15P
15K
15P
150
15K
18T
16T
15U
15U
15K
15T

35
53

Caldwall, Scott L.
Calinagan, Ryan J.
Campbedl, Timothy S.
Cannon, Tywan L.
Carrier, Chrislopher
Carter, Jason E,
Castro, Jose A.

, Michael R,
Cavin, Stephen B.
Ceriloscacerss, He
Charles, Kevin G.
Chaves, Hector R,
Clark, Bryant W,
Cleveland, Charles
Cleveland, Russall *
Cols, Walter M.
Colaman, Derrick A.
Colon, Richard
Colon-Colon, Victor
Conner, Jeffery 5.
Cook, Dale V.
Coquat, James W.
Comelius, Paul C.
Cralg, Michael A,
Crowell, Reginald [,
Crowley, Jayson L.
Cunningham, Bradlay
Curry, Michasl 5.
Curry, Mikaral A
Dacosta, Marlene A,
Daigle, Homer J.
Daniel, Brian K.
Davila, Ruben A.
Davis, Shawn P.
Decesare, Peler A,
Dejesus, Luis R.
Dexter, James L.
Dadson, Timothy L.
Dolan, John A,
Domellas, Lioyd B.
Doubling Charles W. *
Daver, Joshua 8. °
Drobny, Michael 8.
Dwran, Emilio B,
Eades, Chad C.
Ebach, Calvin E.
Eicher, Travis L.
Eflegard, Aaron K.
Ellis, Paul A,
Elfison, Kevin D.
Elmagran, William M.
Erdmann, Mindy J.
Erickson, Heather E.
Essig, Jack J.
Eslrada, Edmundo F.
Evans, Morgan L.
Eye, Gamet 1l
Falan, Henry Jr
Famell, Vincent E.
Feldhaus, Sheleen R.
Ferrer, Pedro E,
Flanagan, Daniel R.
Flores, Padro J. *
Flowyd, Michasl A,
Flynn, Michagl E.
Fontanez, Rivera J.
Fosler, Spencer A.
Fox, Ronald A. Jr.
Franco, Eric A. *
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13

Frayre, Luis M.
Friend, Jeffrey 3.
GF:';IJGI. !ylaﬂrcl.rs 0. "
assi, Gregory A,
Gallardo, Benits J.
Barcia, Jason T,
G , David L.
Gerebics, Kelth A *
Gibbs, Allan T,
Gilbart, Billy G.
Gilbert, Torben S.
Goforih, Andy E.
Gonzales, Benny Jr.
Gonzalez, Alexander
Gorlesky, John T.
Gower, Gary R,
Green, David M. *
Gmenldge Ricarda
Gregory, James 0.
Grefner, iKar F.
Gumey, Jason C.
Gutierrez, Ruben R.
Haddon, William E.
Hocgspeth, Dovid N
Hendrickson, Kevin
Heredialopez, Heclor
Herring, John L.
Hicks, James A,

Hill, Eric .
Holbreok, Danny W,
Hood, Justin A.
Hoover, Kristal I,
Houser, Marvin L. *
Houstan, Corey L.
Howell, Jay L.
Huanle, Joel

Huff, William C.
Hughes, Dale D.
Hunt, James R.
Jackson, Michael D,
Jackson, Orlando L.
Jacobs, Scolt M.
James, Samora D.
Johnson, Christian
Johnson, Tauasha D.
Johnson, Vincent D.
Jonas, Geofirey J.
Jordan, Andre E.
Jordan, Anson G,
Kates, Larry J.
Kelley, David R.
Kennedy, George A
Kidd, Jason A.
Kiefer, Eric R.
Kincaid, James M.
Kinch, Orvis E.
Kintz, David T.

Kirk, Shawn D.
Kramer, Kevin C.
Kuyateh, Abu B.
Labarin, Joseph L.
Langley, Richard 8. *
Lassey, Donnie L.
Lee, Bdward J,
Lee, Joshua
tﬁnnmﬂphin #

I mes H.
Liﬂt}:'ar. Melanie R.
Loeza, Carlos A,
Longenberger, Danel
Lopera, Jairo H,
Lopaz, Pedro
Lopez, Ratael C.
Lopez, Reinaldo M.

g
g
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PEOPLE ON THE

Lopez-Olivera, Jose
Lopez-Ruiz, Gilberlo
Lovito, John J.
Ludwig, Shawn A.
Mabes, Tracy E.
Marks, Lawrence A.
Martinaz, Benito
Martinez, E.
Mauro, Adam E,
Mayfield, Michael P.
MeClanahan, Billy J.
McCleskey, Kenl L.
McCay, Dennis K.
MeGuire, Justin L.
MeMilkan, Kimb
McMullen, Frederick
Mafia, Javier A.
Melandez-Rodriguar
Mendez, Reinaldo H,
Mesriman, Michaal L,
Milkanalbino, Santo
Miller, Daniel A,
Milker, Michael 5.
Miller, Ricardo A,
Milver, Jason F.
Minneda, Rober A.
Mitchedl, Justin C.
Mondick, Jeremy M.
Moare, Donald J.
Moaora, Richard
Morgan, Janner T.
Moxris, Trevar A,
Molley, Chrislophar
Modley, Reuben G.
Mudler, Robert W,
Mulling, Thomas W,
Murphy, Tyrone Jr
Murray, Jason D,
Ned, Carlos A,
Medtles, Willie R,
Newhart, Scolt B,
Nhaway, Sunday E.
Nignajadio, Jamis L.
(rNeal, Clarence C,
Oberheusar, David M,
Obregon, Alvaro G.
gﬁgm, ]humaa J

a, Javier
Osburn, Gary W,
AL

, Cednc T.
Parker, Christopher
Peace, Roma G,
Pedraza, Alexander
Peltiar, Samsan P.
Pelton, Cyrus J,
Peralla, Julio C.
Pergira, Vicenle A. *
Perrelta, Joshua B.
Patree, Robert F.
Phillips, Caorey J.
Piarca, Linwood B.
Platt, Cyrus E,
Poniton, John M.
Pope, Grover M.
Porres, Luis G.
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15M
15D
15T
15U
15U
157
15T
16T
165
18T
18P
15F
15U
150
15¢
15T
16R
167
15P
156
15Q
15U
15U
15H
15T
16T
15¢
157
15T
15Y
15T
18T
15T
150
15U
150
15U
15P

MOVE
15K 58 Pralt, Robert T.
15K B4 Prock, Othen W,
EL :E Euac&mbﬂﬂ!, Darek
1 amsay, Jon P,
15U 47 Ramesay, Roger W, *
15T 23 Rebelo, John M.
16T 85 Renny, Robert L.
15T 20 Richardson, Michael
158 1 Rivers, Joe J. Jr.
15T 88 Roach, Andrew A,
15P N Robhins, Johnmy Jr. *
15K 13 Robarls, Casey E.
150 1 Robers, Christian *
150 13 Robins, Maurice K.
15P 29 Rodriguez, Reinaldo
15T &4 Rogers, Temry M.
15R 9 Roflins, Joy N.
15T ©1 Roush, Brandon C.
5P 8§ Rush, Jerry L.
15K 45 Sablan, Josaph P,
150 24 Salzbrunn, Jonalhan
15U 53 Sandoval, Jeffray A,
15U 4 Sandoval, Oscar G,
156 9 Sanliago, lsrael
15T 27 Sardella, Harry Jr
15T 43 Schafer, Jafirey E.
15 6 Schullz, Stephen P.
16T 72 Schulze, Daniel R.
15T 59 Scott, Slﬁphm 0.
:g gn gu" wﬁlam n'w
15T 12 Sellrs.Naika ¥
50 2 Shom doseph T
ape, .
150 12 Shea, Timothy W.
15Q 12 Sirmang, el 0,
150 43 Skinnar, Bruce W.
15P 23 Slinger, James L.
159 25 Smith, Elizabelh A,
15K 42 Emith, Jason 5.
15T 35 Srmith, Mikel E.
15P 35 Smiith, Vaughan D.
158 9 Snipes, Bradley G.
15 4 Spencer, Russell L.
15K 46 Stanley, Mark T.
15K 52 Starr, Craig A, *
15T &3 Stephans, 13
159 27 Steward, La nE.
15T 46 Slowa, Wiliam J.
158 5 Slrickfin, Carria L.
15K 40 Stubbs, Anlonio L.
15Pp 22 Slubbs, Blaing M.
15P 49 Sunekaer, Tony B.
15U 55 Susuico, Fabian C.
15K 3 Swaby, Jermaine A,
15T 1 Taylar, Gacnrgrg P.
15U 28 Teh, Pawoo Tarpeh
15T &7 Thaler, Sean A,
156 51 Thomas, John A.
15T 69 Thompsan, Robarl A
15/ 3 Thrush, Robert L.
18K 43 Toub, Jerry J.
1686 21 Trujillo-Alvarez, Ra
152 3 Turpin, Gregory A.
15U 57 Uribe, Cesar J.
155 8 Vanca, Corey T.
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18D
15P

16T
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Vandemark, David J. 15T 15T 47

Varvais, Thomas N. 150 15U 36
Vaughn, Damion E. 16T 15T 65
Waranski, Andrew R. 150 150 51
Voldarskl, Kevin M. 15U 150 29
Vonella, Dominic A, 150 150 54
Wagner, Michael E. 150 150 24
Wahl, Edwin D. 150 150 a7
Walden, Sleven R. * 150 150 1
Wall, Robert L. 15T 157 3
Walter, Sandra D. 15P 15P 2
Walter, Craig 5. * 18Y 15 10
Wallers, Eric 5. 150 150 34

Wangen, James D, 15T 15T &6

Was , Christopher  15P 15P 18
Weller, Ronald G. 155 158 11
Wilay, Jozeph D, 15 157 3
Williams, Anthomy E. 15Y 15Y 1
Williams, Darrell D. 15T 15T 78
Williams, Uriel J. 5P 15P 1
W‘ls&mﬁﬂ.ﬁ'llﬁam R. 160 150 9
Womack, Lamont A, 16P 15P 4
Wood, David L, 16 15 2
Wood, Raymond E. 16P 15P 40
Wynn, Chester Jr, 15P 15P 4
Zumwalt, Josaph A, 15T 15T

Flight School Graduations

AAMM congratulates the following officers of
the Aviation Basic Officer Leadership and
Warrant Officer Basic Courses, U.S. Army
Aviation Warfighting Center, Forl Rucker,
Ala. AAAA provides slandard aviator wings
to all graduates and sterling silver aviator
wings to the distinguished graduates of
each fight class.

Class 07-11, 17 Officers,
Graduated April 4

ABOLC

John 3. Harrison * DG
Robert J. Barno *
James R. Gibbons, Jr. *
Steven M. Krohn

AWOBC

Martin E. Gilbert * DG
Paul A, Jordan ® HG
Glenn R. Whiting HG
Benjamin J. Adam
WBE!HE;T. Adkins
Thomas A. Diflon
Benjamin M, Marlin
Ayo 0. Olanipekun *
Todd E, Paries
Thomas A, Puckell
Benjamin E. Sobay *
Ma?ﬂ?glw c. Sl.uckgr .
Jason L. Todd *

DG = Distinguished Graduate

HG = Honor Graduate

CLG = Commandant's List Graduate
' = AAAA Member -

+ = Life Member
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Apply for a scholarship today and get a higher perspective on success or if your future
is already bright, we have several

Deadline for your AAAA Scholarhip Program Application is 1 May 2007.
" For details, call 203.268.2450 or visit

ok (15 ] i
“Once agaln, thank you for your invesiment wr
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PHCTOS BY JANE AAMSTRONG

Banguet was held on Jan. 24, during the annual
Ayiation Senior Leaders Conference at Fort
Rucker, Ala.

AAAA President BG (Ret.) Thomas Konitzer and
MG Virgil L. Packett II, commanding general of
the Army Aviation Warfighting Center and Fort
Rucker, joined with BG John Enright (representing
the director of National Guard), COL Jerry Egbert
(Air Traffic Services Command), and industry part-
ners, associalion members and many of the branch’s
senior commanders, chief warrant officers and non-
commissioned officers to honor this year’s individual
and unit winners.

Thc Army Aviation Center Chapter Annual Awards

The  Raytheon
{:{H’!’lpﬂ.ll}" Spl]n!‘iurﬁ
P all of the Air Traffic
'S Control awards and
W was represcnted by
retired BG Rodney
Walfe.
; The Air Traffic

J Conitrol Company of

=N\ the Year is Company

| C, 1st Bn, 58th Avn.
Regt. (ATS), Fort
Campbell, Ky. Over
the course of the past
year, the men and
women of Company C
successfully partici-
pated in Operation Iraqi Freedom during which they occu-
pied eight facilities to include control towers, ground con-
trol approach radar, and airspace information centers. Their
services totalled more than 300,000 accident and incident
free coalition aircrall movements. Accepting for the com-
pany is CPT Jeramie D. Johnson and 158G Timothy D. Lee.

b L . & oy .

15G Timothy Lea and CPT Jeramla Johnzan

The Air Traffic Contrel
Facility of the Year is Detachment 1,
Co. E, 111th Avn. Regt, (ATS),
Louisiana Army Mational Guard,
Pineville, La. The Soldiers from Det.
| worked at the Al Taji Army Airfield
in Taji, Trag, in support of the combat
aviation brigade, Multinational
Division — Baghdad, making multiple

improvements to the infrastructure of
| the air traffic control equipment and
increased the success of their service
and overall mission accomplishment,
The commander CPT Mark S. Parent
accepted on behalf of the unit.

CPT Mark Parent
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The Air Traffic Control
Muaintenance Technician of the
Year is SSG Jeffrey L. Knight,
Detachment |, Co. E, 111th Awvn,
Regl. (ATS), Louisiana ARNG,
Pineville, La. S5G Knight served as
the maintenance technician chief
| for Detachment 1. During the

recent deployment in support of
Operation Iragqi Freedom, Knight
noled critical deficiencies during a
technical inspection of an inopera-
ble tower and worked to incorpo-
rate corrections into future maintenance procedures. He
also improved ATC services at Taji Airfield by improving
equipment and better situational awareness between
tower and radar, significantly contributing to the safety of
the warfighter.

The Air Traffic Control
Manager of the Year is SKFC
Leland Hughes, Detachment 1, Co.
E, 111th Awn. Regt. (ATS),
_ Louisiana ARNG, Pineville, La.
1 SFC Hughes deployed to Iraq as the
air trafTic control chief of Taji Army
! Airfield. He began preparing
' Soldiers from the Louisiana and
Maryland National Guard as well as
4 other augmentees, greatly increas-

% o ing their combat readiness. He

SFC Leland Hughes  formed a close-knit team that

ensured continual mission success

through facility improvement and by cross-training of

personnel between tower and radar facilities, increasing
their knowledge and easing personnel shortages.

The Air Traffic Controller of
the Year 15 SGT Daniel Garcia,
HHC, 3rd Bn. (GSAB), 10th Avn.
Regt.,, Task Force Centaur,
Kandahar, Afghanistan. While serv-
ing in Operation Enduring Freedom
VI, 8GT Garcia deployed as the
NCOIC of a tactical terminal con-
trol system and further deployed the
§ TTCS throughout the theater, sup-
8 porting numerous combat opera-
tions. His efforts o manage the
assets that were given to him to
ensure safe and critical air traffic
services were exemplary,

SGT Daniel Garcia

The Aviation Fixed Wing Unit of the Year is Co. D,
126th Theater Aviation Company, Rhode Island Army
Mational Guard, Morth Kingstown, R.L FlightSafety
International sponsors this award. Co. D, comprised of

APRILSMAY 2007



the Rhode Island,
Indiana and Penn-
sylvania ~ ARNG
Soldiers, deployed
to Operation Iragi
o Freedom as  the
Y only Army fixed
wing cargo aircraft
unit in theater. The
8 Soldiers of Co. D
| flew more than
= 6,500 combat Might
| hours, transported
more than 30,000
passengers and car-
ried more than 12
million pounds of cargo. LTC Gene Lambrecht and 185G
Mark Fortin accepted the award from FSI representative
Robert Sitze.

158G Mark Fortin and LTC Gene Lambrecht

The Aviation Trainer of the Year is
CW4 Richard W. Knowlton, Co. E,
Ist Bn.,, 212th Avn. Regt, Lowe
Army Heliport, Fort Rucker, Ala. 1.3
.. Communications Link Simulation
| and Training sponsors this award and
was presented by retired MG Walter
A Yates. CW4 Knowlton had a tremen-

i dous impact on Army aviation this
past year as a standardization officer,
instructor pilot, instrument examin-
er, and simulator lead test pilot for
the Flight School XXI program. He
not only developed and wrote the UH-60 FSXXI program
of instruction and provided guidance for a student load of
196 students each day, but he also introduced a program
which ultimately reduced the UH-60's {rainer accident
rate 1o zero,

i WS

CW4 Richard Knowlton

The Army Aviation Medicine
Award, sponsored by the Gentex
Corp., was presented to CPT Scott
M. Gilpatrick, st Bn, 160th Spec.
Opns. Avn. Regt. (Abn.), Fort
§ Campbell, Ky. CPT Gilpatrick dis-
3 tinguished himself as a joint special
operations task force flight surgeon
in Irag. He flew over 100 missions
( accumulating more than 300 night
vision goggle hours in support of the
task force. He directly participated
in the casuvalty evacuation of six
injured Soldiers. Furthermore, be ran a comprehensive
aviation medicine program in three locations as well as
the planning and execution of three joint combat trauma
management training events, Gentix’s Gerald L. Johnson
presented the award.

CPT Scott Gilpatrick
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The Army Aviation
Air/Sea Rescie award,
sponsored by Good-
rich Hoist and Winch,
was presented to Co.
C., 3rd Bn., 25th Avn.
Regt., Cbt. Avn. Bde.,
25th Int. Div.,, Wheeler
Army Airficld, Hawaii,
The Dustoff crew-
members are CW2
Ieffery Elliot, CW2
Ronny Sandler, S3G
Bryan Resh and SPC
Ralzemond Parker. On March 10, 2006, the crew of DustofT
77 responded to six Soldiers who had received critical
wounds from an 81mm mortar round. They executed the
high risk mission under the worst weather conditions, in
mountainous terrain, when most crews would never have
dared to launch. With minimal planning time the crew
effectively planned an instrument flight, launched and safe-
ly recovered the Soldiers. COL Arthur Ball and CSM Roger
Kingston, 25th CAB, accepted the award on behalf of the
unit from Goodrich’s Ben Plummer,

-

C5M Roger Kingston and COL Arthur Ball

The Army Aviation Dustoff
Flight Medic of the Year award,
sponsored by Air Methods, is pre-
sented to SSG Branden Coughlin,
Co. C, 2nd Bn., 4th Avn. Regt., Fort
Hood, Texas. As a flight medic in
Irag, SSG Coughlin accumulated
more than 300 combat flight hours
executing 345 medical evacuation
missions. These missions were
- flown into hostile locations where
¢ Coughlin evacuated more than 400

troops, civilians and enemy prison-

ers of war. Coughlin, a non-rated
crew member flight instructor, provided training in the
HH-60L to over 200 ground medics.

$56 Branden Coughlin

AAAA National sponsors the
Military Academy and ROTC Avia-
tion Cadet of the Year awards, which
are presented to the top cadet in each
program who branches Aviation. 21T
Benjamin Summers was selected as
the 2006 USMA Cadet and received
his award last May at West Point,
M.Y. The ROTC cadet of the year is
21T Nathan 8. Ellis, a graduate of
Austin  Peay Statc University,
Clarksville, Tenn. He is also a
Distinguished Military Graduate.
Ellis and Summers are both currently
in Flight School XX helicopter training at Fort Rucker.
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CONGRESS DELAYS DEFENSE
SUPPLEMENTAL

Approval of the Emergency Supplemental to
the Defense Appropriation Acl has been delayed
by firm differences between members of
Congress favoring the Execulive Branch man-
agement of the Baghdad surge versus those
seeking a timed withdrawal of most U.3. forces
from lrag.

The President requested 393 billion for a sup-
plemental appropriation for operations  in
Afghanistan and Iraq, an essential $3.1B needed
lo maintain the BRAC schedule thal was not
included by Congress in the Feb. 2007
Continuing ution, and some other items.

The Army Chief of Staffi GEM Peter
Schoomaker in recent testimonies before
Congress emphasized the imporiance of receiv-
ing the full supplemental on time to support war
operalions.

On March 23, the Democralic House leader-
ship, after raising their supplemental to $124B
with add-ons to attract reluctant members of their
mainsiream, bue dog and anfi-war caucuses,
won passage of heir bill, 218 fo 212,

President Bush responded asking for a clean
supplemental (withoul add-ons) io sign before the
troops begin running out of funds on April 15,

On March 27, Democrats defeated the
Republican amendment, 50-48, to the Senate
$1238 version of the supplemental thal was lo
remove the withdrawal provision with a March
3, 2008 target for ending U.S. combal opera-
lions in Iraq.

On March 29, Republicans allowed the sup-
plemantal to be approved in the Senale wilthout
clolure to speed the bill to the President for a
promised velo.

Intense Executive Branch and Congres-sional
neqotialions are expected during and after the
April 2-14 Congressional spring break to achieve
a supplemental bill agreement needed lo support

the troops after April 15,

RESPONSE TO WRAMC POOR
OUTPATIENT CARE

Waller Reed Army Medical Center shortcom-
ings were exposed by Washington Post reparters
with an explosive multi-page story on Feb. 18,

Prompt inspection lrips by the Amy's Vice
Chief of Staff GEN Richard Cody and fhe
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates determined
that the acute care for the wounded is accom-
plished in a superb manner, while the outpatient
care was below expeclations.

A number of active and reserve component
service members were whipsawed by bureau-
crafic procedures and inadequate support due to
[imited resources.

Thaesa individuals were held in an oulpalisnt
status to complete longer term care and to oblain
decisions ip resume duty or to refumn io civilian life
and in some cases to begin recelving care from the
Veterans Administration (VA) system.

Immediale aclions were applied in the greater
hospital campus to address the shorlcomings
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including the reassignment of a captain and sev-
eral sergeants.

Following the House and Senate oversight
hearings, the hospital commander was fired, the
Sacrefary of the Army resigned and the Surgeon
General of the Army was replaced.

The hospital was reinforced with a brigadier
general depuly commander and 100 soldiers,
including a brigade level commander and three
company commanders, to assist the medical
brigade in supporting lhe culpatients.

Three boards were promptly initiated and pro-
vided these recommendalions:

* [Dafense Secrefary created an independent
review group with Togo West and John Q. Marsh,
former Secretaries of the Ammy, as co-chaimmen.

= The President's Commission on Care for
America’s Relurning Wounded Warriors was cre-
ated with the former Sen. Robert Dole and the
former Health and Human Services Secrelary
Donna Shalala as co-chalrs,

* President Bush also created Ihe Task Force
on Refuming Global War on Terror Heroes, an
inter-agency group led by the Secrelary of the
Veteran's Affairs and comprised of the secre-
taries of Defense, Labor, Health and Human
Services, Housing and Urban Development,
Education, the director of Managemenl and
Budget, and the administrator of the Small
Business Administration.

On March 15, the Wall Streel Joumnal noled that
many of the problems wene revealed earier by the
government reform commillze led by Rep. Tom
Davis that Investigated the maltreatment of wound-
ed Soldiers in a public hearing on Feb. 17, 2005.

On March 17, the House Appropriations
Commities voled unanimously that no funds be
used in the ongoing Base Realignment and
Closure 1o fransfer Waller Reed facilities lo
Bethesda Naval Hospital campus.

On March 19, the Army launched the
Wounded Soldier and Family Hotline (800) 984-
8523 to aid Soldiers and their family and to chan-
nel medical relaled information to the Army lead-
ership.

On March 20, the House Armed Services
Committee unanimously approved biparisan
legistation (H.R. 15380), The Warmor Assisiance
Act of 2007, aimed at fixing health care at
WRAMC and elsewhere in the vast
military-medical bureaucracy.

DON'T ASK, DON'T TELL

On Feb. 29, Rep. Martin Mechan (D-MA),
revived legislation with 109 co-sponsors fo
delets the current policy and allow service mem-
bers lo be open aboul their orientation.
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COL Curtis J. Herrick (Rat.}
AAAA Reprasentative lo The Military Coalition (TMC)

In @ March 12 meeting with Chicago Tribune
edilors and reporters GEN Peter Pace, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, gave personal views
on this malter and a day laler reflected thal
he..."should have focused more on [his] support
of the policy..."

TOTAL FORCE Gl BILL GAINS MOMENTUM

The Montgomery G.1. Bill Reform this year is
in a 41-page bill (H.R.1102 and S. 664) backed
by a biparisan group of lawmakers and suppaort-
ed by the *Parinership for Vieterans Education”
inciuding the TMC, velerans and higher educa-
lion groups.

The major strategy includes:

+ Pass a consolidation of Ihe active duty and
Selected Reserve MGIB programs in an initial bill
under the jurisdiclion of the Veterans Affairs
Commitkee of the Vieterans Administration so that
the final bill may be costed.

« Structure the Selected Reserve MGIB bene-
fils lo increase in proportion lo the active duly
increases.

* Provide 10-year portabilily for Reserve
Educational Assistance Program benefils.

*  Provide an accruable month per month aclive
duty rale for mobilized mambers of the Selected
Reserve.

In paraflel, on March 15 Sen. Jim Webb (D-
VA) launched his Post-811 Velerans Educa-tion-
al Assistance Acl of 2007, (5. 22), with a sweep-
ing expansion of the MGIB ta the level of World
War || benefits.

DOD MENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE HEARS
TESTIMONY

During the Feb. 26-28 Task Force on Mental
Healthcare hearings, a subcommitiee of lhe
Defense Health Board, TMC representatives
heard government presentations and gave public
testimony to aid the preparation of a DOD report
dus in May. The eight military presentations
repofed data collection and analysis from the
current combal operations, shared results of
innovative programs, and provided useful recom-
mendalions o achisve better mental health,
« Improved training Is needed to achieve battle-
relaled mental health awareness, lo improve
individual readiness and to provide needed man-
tal care.
*  |Improved monitaring and recording of service
member's condiions in the pre-deployment,
operalional and post deployment pericds are
needed.
* Improved records keeping thal balances
Snlﬂe:; confidentizlity with operational needs is
needed.
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AAAA: Supporting the U.S. Army Aviation Soldier and Family

PHOTO BY JOE RAMRET

MNEwW CHAPTER (FFICERS
Bluegrass Chapter
COL Benjamin F. Adams [11:
President; COL Ricky W.
Branscum: Senior Vice
President; CW35 Mark W,
Cirapin: Secretary; MAJ Hrian
K. Abney: Treasurer; CW4 Jack
E. Johnston: VP Membership
Enrollment; C'WS Dean E.
Stoops: VP Legislative Affairs;
MSG Sharon 5, Newhy: VI
Enlisted Affairs; Susan 5.
Matzubara: VI Scholarship;
COL Philip K. Miller: VP
Chapter Awards

Central Florida Chapter
Mr. Jerry L. Stahl: President;
CW4 Victor E. Berger, Ret.: Sr.
Vice President; Ms. Karen E.
Thaldorf: Secretary;, Mrs. Ann
3. Stahl: VP Membership; CW3
Robert E, Fraser 11, Ret.: VP
Indusiry AfTairs

Colonial Virginia
LTC Kimberly Ann Enderle: VP
Programs, M3G William M.
Storrs: VP Membership
Enrollment; CW5 Mark 5.
Bechtel: VI* Scholarship

Jimmy Doolittle Chapter
C3M Robert W, McClary, Jr.:
VP Membership Enrollment

Muorning Calm Chapter
LTC Charles T. Chimer: Semor
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Vice President: CW2 David S,
Lewis 11: VP Awards; Micole D,
Xanders-Hooks: Treasurer

Morthern Lights Chapter
Mrs, Julie L. Salvitti: Treasurer

Ragin® Cajun Chapter
MAJ Tanya A. Peacock:
President

Savannah Chapter
CPT Craig A. Blow: VP for
Rear Detachment Affairs

ACES
MAJ Joseph 5. Deglivomin
Black Knights Chapiler
Mrs. Ann 8. Stahl
Central Flarida Chaprer
Mr, Jorge L. Aguilar
Corpus Christi Chapier
CW3 Patrick A. Francis
Griffin Chapter
Mr. John H. Bae
Morning Calm Chaprer
LTC Michael F, McLellan, Ret,
CW3 Edward R. Helwig, Ret
Wright Brothers Chapler

NEw Lire MEMBERS
LTC John L. Brown, Ret,
CW4 Lester Feutz, Ret.
COL Daniel B. Knight, Ir. Ret.
CW4 Darrel 5. Knight
Mr. Charles O, Koong
COL Peter W. McGurt, Ret.
BG Harry M. Roper, Jr. Ret.

LTC Jody 8. Sanders, Rel.
Mr. Scott A. Townsend
COL Robert D, Williams

NEw INDUSTRY PARTNERS
Davis Aircrall
Products Co., Inc.
Equipto
Florida Aeronautics
Lifeport, Inc.

Saab AB
Sanmina-SCI
Shield Technologies Corp.
United Protective
Technologies LLC

Z Microsysiems Inc.

NEW AAAA ORDER OF
5T. MICHAEL RECIFIENTS
Bronze
CW3 Jeffrey Foo
COL Edward 3. Clark
CW5 Richard D. Phillips
CW3 Erik Severino
880 Christopher Rudolph
SFC Allen Rhaburn
158G Edward Jindrich
MG Byung Key Baek
CWS Patrick Hicks
CW4 Todd Larson
CW4 David Keschel
CW4 Mark Kelso
CW3 Michael Albert
MAL John Walf
CW5 Robert Rutledpe
CW3 Frank Turinsky
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Tennessee Valley Chapter

AAAA President BG (Ret) Tom Konitzer and TVC President
COL {Ret.) Bob Birmingham presented the Gold award of the
Order of 51, Michael to Paul Bogosian during the Joe Cribbins
Avialion Product Symposium Feb. 15 at Von Braun Civic
Center, Hunisvilla, Ala. Bogosian, Ihe Program Execulive
Officer for Aviation, was honored for his confinuing service to
Ihe aviation community. He began his associalion 21 years ago
in 1985 working at the Aviation Applied Technology Direclorate
al Forl Euslis, Va. Then in Oct. 1993, ha became lhe execulive
director of the Acquisilion Center, U.S. Army Aviation and Troop
Command, followed by an appointment in Nov, 1995 as the
depuly program execulive with PEO-Aviation in SL Louis, Mo,
As a resull of the 1995 Base Realignment and Closure Act, he
helped lead PEQ-A's move from Si. Louis o Huntsville in 1957,
Since then Bogosian continued to have a key role in the man-
agement, direction and supervision over all maleriel phases for
assigned program, project and product managers' offices.

C'W3 Shane Smith
MG Jeffery L. Gidley
WOI Brad Posey
John B, Bolling
MAJ Terry L. Griffith
585G Errol . Basa
MAT I B. Anderson
LTC Walter Bradley
CW35 Robert L. Morris
Charles 5. McAleer
SFC Eric L. McDonald
COL Jorge Martinez
Vietor Ferlise
Ronald C. Smith
Andrew Cline
CW4 Douglas Dickens
CW4 Kenneth Bogedain
CW4 Mark Simmons
CW4 Billy Blackburm
CW4 David Barnett
158G John Lafleur
Hank Ballew
Greg Gilman
James Stritzel
Wesley Komumainen
CPT Shane A. Morris
Barbara B. Harper
Teresa L. Strickland
CW4 Franklin Diaz-
Martinez
Charlie Elkins
John Gunter
CW4 Robert Glover

Ini MEMORIUM
CW4 W, Richmond Stephens
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FALLEN HEROES

AAAA s saddened to announce the loss of the following Soldiers with Aviation units
serving in support of the global war on tetrorism.

Operation Enduring Freedom

A 160th Special Operations Avn. Regt. MH-47E in route from Kandahar to Bagram crashed before
dawn Feb. 18 in the northern portion of Zabol province in southeastern Afghanistan, killing eight
American service members and injuring 14 others aboard. The pilot had reported an unexplained loss
of power and there were no reports of enemy fire. Coalition forces completed a crash site inspection
and recovery and then destroyed the remnants of the aircraft.

The five Night Stalkers from Co. B, 2nd Bn, 160th SOAR at Fort Campbell, Ky., killed in the crash were:

e

(3

SGT Wilkinson

CW3 Hershel Daniel McCants, Jr., 33, of
Arizona.

CW3 John Andrew Quinlan, 36, of
Clarksville, Tenn.

SGT Adam Alexander Wilkinson, 23, of
Miskayuna, N.Y.

SPC Brandon Drew Gordon, 21, of Naples,
Fla.

SPC Travis Ryan Vaughn, 26, of Reinbeck,
lowa. Two Rangers from Co. B, 3rd Bn., 75th
Ranger Regt. at Fort Benning, Ga., killed
were:

PFC Ryan C. Garbs, 20, of Edwardsville, Il
PFC Kristofer D. Thomas, 18, of Raoseville,
Calif. A U.S. Air Force Special Operations Com-
mand airman was also killed:

TSgt. Scoftt Duffman, of La Cueva, N.M., 24th
Special Tactics Sqdn., Pope Air Force Base,
N.C.

The cause of the crash is under investigation.

Operation Iraqi Freedom

SGT Nimo William Tauwala, 29, of Honolulu,
Hawaii, died March 17 in Mugdadiyah, Iraq, of a
non-combat related injury. He was assigned to
Co. B, 209th Avn. Spt. Bn., 25th Cbt. Avn. Bde.,
25th Inf. Div., Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.

His death is under investigation.
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SPC Gordon SPC Vaughn

Operation Enduring Freedom

» PFC Jason D. Johns, 19, of
Frankton, Ind., died Feb. 21 in
Bagram, Afghanistan, of a non-
combat related injury. Johns was
- assigned to the 3rd Gen. Spt.
Avn. Bn., 82nd Cbt. Avn. Bde.,
Fort Bragg, N.C. His death is
under investigation.

PFC Johns
Homeland Defense

A Department of the Army Civilian flight instruc-
tor died from injuries he suffered when the UH-
60 Black Hawk helicopter he was flying crashed
at Skelley Stagefield near Opp, Ala. during
morning flight training March 10.

Retired CW2 John B. Bolling, 61, of
Enterprise, Ala., died March 12 at Southeast
Alabama Medical Center in Dothan from
injuries received in the crash.

Bolling was assigned to Co. E, 1st Bn., 212th
Avn. Regt., 110th Avn. Bde., and was part of a
four-person crew; the three other members
were Army flight schoal students in basic skills
who were treated at a local hospital for minor

injuries and released.
{Information from Defense Departmont news refeases and
other media sources.)
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AAAA: Supporting the U.S. Army Aviation Soldier and Family

Mr. Stuart R. Britton
SPC Joshua L. Bruce
S50G Marizsa N. Bumns
CWa Keith E. Carson, Rel.
Mr. Barry Corbin
Ms. Jan Fooler
Ms. Gilma Gallegos
COL Michael J. Garshak
MAJ Hise O, Gibson
MAJ Timolhy E. Goloversic
MAJ David L. Hall
COL George R. reland, Ret.
SGT T. Scoll Jackson
PFC Tyler W. Johnson
MSgl Ronald D. Jordan, Ret.
LT Joseph E. Kaplan
CW3 Michael D. Kelley
SGT Shaun A, King
Ms. Elizabeth Lamphere
Mr. George Lamphere
CWS Donald E. Livingston Jr.
CW2 Gregory J. Lund
SPC Kenneth L. Martin
Mr. John McCann
356 William H. Moses
MG Randall D. Moslay
MSG Sharon 3. Newby
Mr. Edwin Michols
WO1 Brenda J. Phillips
CW4 Dennis E. Quincey
Mr. Bill Robers
Mr. Reinhard Schuster
WO1 Lacey A, Smith
SGT Christopher 0. Vaughl
Mr. Miguel Zamorano
LTC William D. Zoellers, Ret,
CW4 Ermnest M. Armentrout, Ret
CPT Michael D. Armstrong
Mr. Brent Barbee
SPC Daniel Bear
LiCol Robert Brecx
COL David Cooke
Mr. Stevie Davis
Mr. Manuel Fernandez
Ms. Sabrina Fernandez
MAJGEM Anthony P. Frassr
CW4 Elmer Lee Gamelt, Ret,
Ms. Lena Hansson

ns Heyvao
8FC David Huddleston
Mr. Robert 5. Jensen
Mr. Marc Jouan
Ms. Jennifer Kirkland
ST Russell A Knoblock
Ms. Eva Merin
Mr. Brian Parker
MAJ Alex Rogers
Mr. Andrew Rukliss
SFC Darell W. Salmon
Mr. Ranald P. Sincavage
WO Terry R. Sayder
LTC Mark M. Sullivan
Mr. Kevin L. Tucker
Mr, Cary D, Veteto
COL Billy R. Wood, Rel
AR ASSAULT CHAPTER
FORT CAMPBELL, KY
Mr. Randall 5. Phillippi
ALOHA CHAPTER
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HONOLULU, HI

CW2 Cory T. Anderson
SFC Lisa A. Dias

CPT Raymond J. Fields, Jr.
CPT Scott M. Harminglon
SFC Marshall G. Harvest
ARIZONA CHAPTER
MESA, AZ

Mr. Todd C. Brown

Mr. Mark Coppens

Mr. Jon P. Rogers
AVIATION CENTER CHAPTER
FORT RUCKER, AL
WO1 Joseph C. Alexander
WO1 Sven C. Anderson
WO Jason R. Anlin

2LT David John Behrmann
2ZLT Michael P. Bonney
2LT David T. Booker

CW5H Geraldine A. Bowers
2LT Joshua D, Bowns
WO James A, Bukovec
2LT Tyber J. Bumiston
WO Jason N. Bulls
WO Travis G, Call

2LT Chefiren J. Canady
WO Micholas D, Cerveny
CPT Matlhew J. Clementz
2LT Logan G. Cloaninger
W1 Chad E. Conner
WO Preston M, Coon
2LT David A, Daniels

2LT Zachary F. DeGroot
W Elisabeth Dodge
COL Terrance J. Dolan
ZLT Thomas J. Dolce

ZLT David F. Dunham
W0O1 Brandon E. Durham
WO Forest T. Eagle

1LT Malthew G. Easley
W01 Robert B. Eaton
150G Rose R. Edwards
21T Tirzah M. Eskew

2LT Jennifer L. Falcatio
2LT John M. Fargason
2T Jenny M. Ferderber
2LT Lauren Graca Fernando
W01 Ben @, Fisher

WO1 Walter D, Fretwell
LT Danny Garcia

WO1 John M. Garrett Il
2LT Ryan P. Garrow

Ms. Lisa Gee

HON Andy Gilland

LTC Cynthia A. Gleisberg, Ret
2LT Bnian F. Groshon
WO1 Kerry J. Hall

WO1 Corey A. Hazewood
aT L. Heagy
CPT Joseph B. Henson
ZLT William D. Hewitt

2LT Matthew A, Hill

WO James L. Hoffman
W1 Shane R, Hudson
WO Bryan M. Jacobson
WO Emesto L. Kellay
2LT Sean P. Keresey
WO Matthew C. Kim
WOA Matt J. Ki

W01 Zachary J. Klein

WO1 Nicholas A, Koeppen
2LT Andrew D. Lauffer
WO1 Gregory N. Love
WO1 Todd B. Malthes
WO1 Mark Maziarz

LTC David W, McDonald
MAJ Donald F. MeDomnefl, Ret.
WO1 Eradley B. McKinstry
PFC Alexander 3. Merilliott
2LT Tyler A. Merritt

CPT Joseph P. Metivier
ZLT Ethan W. Miller

2LT Heather M. Miras

2LT Christopher D. Morisoli
WO Alexander Muksudov
WO Lloyd J. Nail

CPT Jeremiah J. Maylor
2LT Alicemary O'Hara
WO Christopher J. Olson
2UT Terrell D. Ommson
W01 Michael W. Ormayer
2LT John A. Ottinger

WO Adam D, Owens

2LT Sean T. Pearl

WO1 Roger K. Phillips

2LT Allan J. Fitchford

W01 Daniel B. Refnhardt
WO1 Jeffrey R. Ritter
WO1 Michael A Ropchak
CPT Robert W. Rozetar
2LT Stephen J. Rutherford
2LT Chnstopher B. Shaw
2LT Kyle L. Shelata
CPT Josaph J). Shimerdia
2LT Adriana J. Silva
WO1 Jason F. Skelton
. Snipas
WO Stephen B. Stone
CW4 Matthew J. Thomas, Ret,
WO Scolt C. Thomas
WO Nicholas M. Vareka
WO James 5. Villareal
WO1 William C. White
2LT Kyra J. Willyerd
W1 Andrew J. Wiseman
WO1 Shawn B. Woodyalt
ZLT Andrew T. Yakulis
WO Joey L. Yharra
WO Juan D. Alvarez
ZLT Robert M. Antis
WO Brent Francis Bachman
WO Jason T, Boubwedl
LT James A. Colling
W m;;mm.g M. Cutright
W01 Kades M. Doang
WO Jason E. Foster
Ms. LaDonna 5. Fulmer
CW5 Randall Gant
Ms. Mari Gatlin
2LT Sath A Grimm
LT Jefrey R Hayes
: 5
2LT Martin F. Haaye
W01 Eric E. Hu
WO1 James C. Johnson
2T Genoff M. Klsin
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2LT Callista B, Knulson
2LT Margarel M. Larson
CSM Mark W. Lindsey
1LT Thomas L. Long, Jr. Rel.
2LT Jeff D. Murphy
CW4 Gary H. Newsom
MAJ Brian Orwig
Ms. Michelle Owens
2LT Paul E. Pease
2LT Brett 3. Pemy
2LT Justin P. Roederer
WO1 Meil M. Romans
LTC Robert E. Sanders
WO Taylor E. Shelton
W1 Allison Shoup
CW2 William 5. Staubach
2LT Ryan P. Sweeney
LT Mikki Tumer
2T Brett M. Ulekowski
WO1 Brian A, Wimmer
BIG RED ONE CHAPTER
FORT RILEY, K3
CPT Scoltie J. Benson
126 Karen M. Henderson
Mr. Bryan L. Orr
CPT Sindie D, Secosky
CW4 L. John Wojlowicz, Ret.
CSM Torry G. Youn
BLACK KNIGHTS %HﬁPTER
WEST POINT, NY
COT Michael F. Staples
BLUEGRASS CHAPTER
FRANKFORT, KY
LTC Brian K. Carliste
SGT Zachary A. Downs
556G Scoll K. Foster
SPC William J. Hyatt
SPC Michael A, Lynn
CW4 David A. Mattox
MA.) Timathy L. Pickerrel
SGT Lovis E. Simpson, Jr,
MAJ Michasl W, Stephens
CW4 Sanford L. Weilar, 5r Ret
CEDAR RAPIDS CHAPTER
CEDAR RAPIDS, 10WA
Mr. Joe F. Ray
CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER
ORLANDO, FL
ot
r. i, r
Ms. K:?:n G Conrgers
LTC Patrick E. Connors
LTC Joseph 5. Elmer, Jr., Ret
Ms. Susan M. Ferrar
Mr. Warm French
Mr. Samuel D. Godard
Ms. Susan J. Jesse
Ms. Brenda K. Knight
Mr. Edward Morris
Ms. Linda A. Marris
Mr. Gordon G. Richards
Mr. Kevin A, Sheshan
Ms. Angela C. Thissen
COLONIAL VIRGINIA CHAPTER
FORT ELSTIS, VA
SFC Christopher G. Blanchard
SFC Billy J. Buce
530G Raul Calderan
556G Jason Campbeall
Mr. Michael Colon
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556 Glominio DeLeon
CW4 Teddy D. Harlow
CW4 Jeffrey C. Jones
SFC Joseph J. Kumper
850G Jeremy J. Lemm
CW2 William B. Lewis
Mr. Felix R, Pillot
830G Chrislopher A. Quinn
S50 Brian A, Schroeder
MEG William M. Storrs
Ms. Marion D. Thomas
MEG Andrew J. Wolle
850 Felx 5. Yao, Jr.
$5G Michael J. Diegler
CONNECTICUT CHAPTER
STRATFORD, CT
Mr. John E. Krawczuk
Mr. Phallip V. Philavong
Ms. Maya P. Shah
Ms. Lakeisha 5. Stewarl
LTC Vincent L. Vannoorbeeck
CORPUS CHRISTI CHAPTER
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
Mr. Jacob E. Boll
Mr. Francisco C. Garcia
Mr. Manuel Garcia, Il
Ms. Darlene G. Garey
DELAWARE VALLEY CHAPTER
PHILADELPHIA, PA
SGM Robert M. Moone
Mr. Mark Zagnojny
EDWIN A LINK MEMORIAL CHAP
BINGHAMTON NY AREA
Mr. Vemon J. Fronek
EMERY RIDDLE EAGLE
35Y Dougat L. Hirebu

uglas ry
LTC Eric J. Stiema
FLYING TIGERS CHAPTER
FORT KNOX, KY
CW4 Michael A. Yourous, Ret.
GREATER ATLANTA CHAPTER
ELL:‘A&TWF' s M. Buck

er M. Buc

CW3 Cole C. Daum
LTC Andre L. Hance
CH{COL) Sonny Moore
IRON MIKE CHAPTER
FORT BRAGG, NC
CW3 Fred J. Bundy
MAJ Heather A, Hennessy
W01 Christopher Walker
CPT David M. Weese
JIMMY DOOLITTLE CHAPTER
COLUMBIA, SC
M#J Robert T. Bradsher
CSM Marion E. Brakeman
CPT Barry H. Duncan
CW4 D. P. Eisele
SGT Tricia M. Harricharan
SGT Shannon M. Houge
SFC Lomi J. thrig
SPC Lavon M. lsaac
SGT Faipa 5. Macon
LTC Thamas V. MchNeese
MAJ Christopher D, Meetze
Ms. Johnessa A, Mitchell
CW3 Tullius C. Rownd, Il
KEYSTONE CHAPTER
INDIANTOWN GAP, PA
CW3 Richard G. Adams, Il
CW4 Frank M, Black
CW4 Wayne E. Brown
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CW4 Jeffery M. Wall
LINDBERGH CHAPTER

ST. LOUIS, MO

Mr. Bill Goss

MACARTHUR CHAPTER
MNEW YORK/ILONG ISLAND, NY
Mr. Bruce Davis

Mr. Douglas Davis

Ms. Jill L. Davis

Ms. Tracey L. Domagala

Mr. Daniel F. Dunmire

Mr. Daniel Einhorn

Mr. Joseph Fusaro

Ms. Lynn Harle

Mr. Roy Locchesse

CPT George A, Macchio, Rel.
Mr. Michael Morris

M. Mary Ann Picciano

Ms. Sylvia Prill

Mr. James C. Roland

MICHIGAN GREAT LAKES CHAP.

GRAND LEDGE, MICHIGAN
CW4 Glenn A, Shaw
MIDNIGHT SUN CHAPTER
ANCHORAGE, AK

SGT Erich W. Reed
MORNING CALM CHAPTER
SEOUL, KOREA

LT Shauna E. Danos

PV2 Robert J. Dickinson
586 Charles W. Doublin
SFC Eric J. Duskie

CPT Mathen A. Feehan

CPT Michael J. Goodenough
CW4 Mark C. Kelso

PFC Kayla L. Kimberlin

CW4 Dan W, Kirby

CPT Michael C. Labrood
CW4 Michael P. McDowell
CPT Robert J. Meyer

CPT Dylan M. Morelle

W Lamy F. Sarmiento
CW4 Joseph B. Shors

SPC William E. Thomasion
CW4 Ledand D, Tr% i_r'
MOUNT Rﬁ.INIER APTER
FORT LEWIS,

CW1 David J. Fattermann
LTC T.J. Jamison

NORTH COUNTRY CHAPTER
FORT DRUM, NY

CW4 Kurl J. Callahan

CPT April D. Copeland

MAJ Damon G, Paltzgraff
CPT Erik J. Wright

NORTH STAR CHAPTER
ST. PAUL, MN

MG Rick D. Efandson

Mrs. Kimberly i.arsun

Mr. Ron

W4 Scott J. Easke

MORTH TEXAS CHAPTER
DALLAS/FORT WORTH

Mr. Marcus R. Braun
MORTHERMN LIGHTS CHAPTER
FORT WAINWRIGHT/
FAIRBANKS AK

SFC David Hansen

SPC George Qldenbuttel
MAJ Edmond A. Paquette, Rel,
Mrs. Julie L. Salviti
PHANTOM CORPS CHAPTER
FORT HOOD, TX

Ms. Becky A. Snyder
PIKES PEAK CHAPTER
FORT CARSON, CO
LTC John G. Beaumnan, Jr.
MaJ Scolt E. Fredericksen
RAGIN' CAJUN CHAPTER
FORT POLK, LA
MSG Brian C. Ealon
CPT Brady A. Gallagher
MAJ Paul M. Reeb
RHIME VALLEY CHAPTER
HEIDELBERG, GERMANY
CW4 David J. Clevinger
CPT Theodis J. Pope
LTC Mark J. Radike
SAVANNAH CHAPTER
FT STEWART/HUNTER AAF, GA
CPT Jefirey C. Adams
SHOWME CHAPTER
JEFFERSON CITY, MO
CW4 Roberl L. Moore, Sr.
S0UTHERN CALIFORNIA CHAPTER
LOS ANGELES, CA
M. David B. Margolin
STONEWALL JACKSON CHAPTER
SANDSTON, VA
Mr. Lioyd E. Gaskins, Jr.
TAUNUS CHAPTER
WIESBADEN, GERMANY
SGT Carlo Knecht
86T Eric Robinson
TENMESSEE VALLEY CHAPTER
HUNTSVILLE, AL
LTC Jonathan J. Bywater
Mr. Allic Cassity
Mr. Roger M. Dugas
Mr. Bobby Evars
Mr. Timothy L. Floala
LTC Philip 3. Freeze, Rel.
Mr. Benny F. Graham
MAJ Jeffrey H. Johnson
Mr. John T. Leach
Mr. Robert
Mr. Kenneth Noland
COL Kevin G. Schermrer, Ret.
Mr. Kent Smilh
Mr. Phillip B. Walker
THUNDER MOUNTAIN CHAPTER
SIERRA VISTA, AZ
Mr. Thomas L. Wiederstein
VMIVWIL CHAPTER
LEXINGTON, VA
COT Jason M. Simulcik
VOLUNTEER CHAPTER
SMYRMNA, TH
CW4 Jerry N. Blackwell
PFC Joshua K. Cooper
CPT Jay T. Deason
PFC John D, Loftis
Mr. Dale Lott
536 Rex D, Prince
Mr. Ryan D. Roelhemeder
SGT Randy D. Smith
CW3 Kentr. ]
PFC Joseph E. Stricker
CW2 Robert C. Call
CW3 William J. Duggan
538G Robert L, Gage, Jr.
CW4 Daryl T. Hawking
556 Steve High
ST Josopn D Li

. Lilly
SPC Glenn E. Love
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VOODOO CHAPTER
MEW ORLEANS, LA

CPT Kristing L. Cambre
SFC Devon 0. John

CWa James B. Smith
WASHINGTON-POTOMAC
CHAPTER
WASHINGTON, DC

SPC Michael 5. Cummings
Mr. Michael AL Gorham
CPT Mathan M. Mann
356 Alicia Rodrguez-Cochran
Ms. Jessica N. Weigeshofl
LTC David G. Wildes, Rel.
CW3 Jim P, Benlz

CPT Jennifer Cannan
CW5 Guy R. Charltan

M. Linda Davidson

Ms. Debi Dawson

Mr. Andrew . Elis

Ir. Dean Ertwine

Mr. Andrew B. Howard

IMr, Mark Huller

Mr. Paul R. Inverso, Sr.
Ms. Gail Kruzel

W4 Richard K. Metcall
Mr. Lawrence J. Sowa

Mdr. H. Williarm Suchiing
W2 Franklin L. Wascura
WILLIAM C. MOOG MEMORIAL
GREATER BUFFALOQ, NY
Mr. Edward 5. Adams
WRIGHT BROTHERS CHAPTER
COLUMBLUS, OHIO

36T Gregory L. Branstool
COL James H. Chisman
SFC Joe T. Donohue

W4 Andrew L. Filson
S6T Jarmes L. Furlow
356 Timothy J. Gilligan
CPT Jeffrey 5. Gyurcsik, Rel.
CW4& John R. Haas, Rel.
Mr. Thomas Hawiey

Mr. Robert F. Kelchum
526 Joseph W. Korecz
CW3 Matthew E. Luther
CW3 James D, McDamont
CW4 Brian L. Michael

CPT Brian A, Nell

SFC Douglas A. Schmilt
CW4 Robert B, Shuler, Ret.
CPT Wayne A. Thomss
CPT Paul J. Tumidolsky
CW2 Craig A VanAelst
SPC Jason T. White

26T Brian R. Wolf

CW4 Terry L. Worstall

Mr. William H. Abbott

Ms. Samantha Draminski
M. Jerad A, Ford

Mr. Michael E. Gemmill

Mr. Ronald L. Gorenflo

Mr. Jefirey L. Hodge

Mr. Daniel 5. Janke

Mr. Randall E. Johnson
Mr. Temy Memiman

Mr. Scott A Newhouse

Mr. Mark J. Perry

Mr. Theodore E. Riffle

Mr. John T. Stropki

Ms. Julie Swick

Mr. James L. Tankersley
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AAAA: Supporting the U.S. Army Aviation Soldier and Family

FHOTO BY MAJ PATRICIA G. BAKER

PHOTO BY 5FC THOMAS G, MILLS.

PHOTOEY ANN DICRENS

North Star Chapter

Two Minnesola Army Guardsmen were inducled into the Honorable Order of St
Michael during a statewide aviation safety day held March 10. MG Rick Erlandson,
commanding genaral of the 34th Inf, Div,, assisted by COL Michael Huddleston, state
aviation officer, presented the Bronze award to LTC R. Clay Brock and CSM Jeffrey
Lindberg at the Rosemaount Ammory. Brock recently commanded the 2nd Bn., 147th
Avn. Regl., and is now the commander of the state’s Army Avialion Support Facility
in 3t. Paul. Lindberg, who is an aircraft inspector, recently left his position as the Co.
0 1=t Sgl. fo become the CSM of the 834th Avn. Spl. Bn. Both Soldiers were honored
for Iheir years of service and dedication lo Army aviation. Pictured here are (| lo r):
Erandson, Brock, Lindberg and Huddieston,

Narragansett Bay Chapter

COL Kenneth T. Gareau was pre-
sanled March 10 with the Bronze
award of the Order of St. Michael
by MG Robart T. Bray, right, the
Adjulant General of the Rhode
Island Mational Guard, and COL
Chrislopher Callahan, direclor of
Aviation and Safety for the R
ARNG., during a refirament party
in Morth Kingstown. Gareau retires
after more than 20 years of ser-
vice, six years serving as the stale

amy avialion officer, and finishing his career as the secretary of the General Staff -
Legislative Affairs, in the Joint Force Headquarters, He was also a key leader in both
fixed and rotary wing aircraft modemization in the R.1. ARNG. Today Gareau is the chief
of Ihe Supporl Services Division of the Department of Velerans Affairs in Providence

Regional Office.

Savannah Chapter

Reliing CW4  Douglas
Dickens, left, was presented
| wilh the Bronze award of the
| Order of St Michael from his
commander LTC Rick Farrall
during a unit hail & farewell
Feb. 28. Dickens, assigned
to Co. D, served as the bal-
lalion avialion materiel officer
B for 4ih Bn., 3rd Avn. Reql., at
i Hunter Army Airfield. Dickens,
| an Operation Iragi Freedom
® Il veteran, was honored for
over iwo decades of aviation service, including over 3,500 Might hours as a pilot, with
800 combat and imminent danger hours, and 600 hours a5 a malntenance test pilot
and examiner. He sat high maintenance standards during OIF IIl and greatly con-
tributed o his unit's success.
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Morth Counlry Chapter

Tennessee Valley Chapter

TVC President COL (Rel.) Bob Birmingham presented David
M. Fonda Jr., with fhe Bronze award of the Order of S0
Michael Feb. 22 at the Redstone Arsenal, Ala. Fonda, an
assistant product manager in the Air Traffic Conlrol Product
Manager's Office, has been a key member of the Army's ATC
community for over four decades. Serving as an ATC Soldier
in such austers anvironmants as Vielnam and Ihen as a civil-
ian, Fonda's greates! legacy is his leadership and direciion lo
procure and fisld digital aifield automation and surveillance
radars to Army aifields worldwide. Over 100 people from
around the world gathered Io thank him for his tireless service
during his refirement ceremony. Fonda plans to relocate lo
Port Gibson, Miss. o be a Grandpa and to go hunling.

On the ooccasion of his refirement, CW3 Brian Yoder was
inducted into the Honorable Order of St Michael March 16
at Fort Drum, M.Y. COL Michael S. Rose, 10th Cbt. Avn. Bde.
commander, presented Yoder with the Bronze award. Yoder
was the quality control supervisor for 2nd Bn, (Assault), 10th
Avn. Regt. and retires after 20 vears of Avialion senvice, Ini-
tially as an enfisted man. Yoder plans to return to his home
slate of Indiana.
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FHOTO EY SFC THOMAS G MILLS

Savannah Chapter

Four ladies with the 3rd Inf. Div. Cbl. Avn. Bde. were inducled in Ihe Honorable
Order of Our Lady of Loreto March 15 during fhe “Falcon” week aviation ball at the
Mamiott Riverfront hotel in Savannah, Ga. COL Danlel L. Ball, CAB commander, assist-
ed by LTG Joseph F. Peterson, deputy commander of the Amy's Forces Command,
presanted cerificales and pins lo the women for their contributions o Amy Avialion
and their family readiness gmup programs u’urin% mulliple deployments, MNew
inductees are: Mrs. Phyllis Guifmette, wife of CW2 Tim Guilmetie with Co. C, 4-3rd
Awn., Mrs. Christing Moore, wile of CW3 Jason Moore with Co. A, 2-3rd Avn., Mrs.
Brooke Mendenhall, wife of LTC Cory Mendanhall with HHC, 3rd CAB; and Mrs,
Crystal Tackaberry, wife of CPT Jonaihan Tack with Co. A, 3-3rd Avn. Pictured
above (| to r): Peterson, Guilmetie, Moore, Mendenhall, Tackaberry and Ball.

Stonewall Jackson
Chapter

The SJC held its first
meeting in over a
| vear on Feb. 23 al

o the Defense Sup

Center  in fhe
Bellwood Officer's
Club, Richmond,
Va., celebraling the
return of the 2nd
Bn., Z2dlh Awvn,
b . / = Regt. from Irag, the
core of the chapter. The newly transformed 2-224th Avn., an air assaull batialion,
deployed 400 personned, 30 UH-60AL helicopters and associated support equip-
ment to Operation lragi Freedom 05-07 from Aug. 2005 o Feb. 2007, During 2006
the battalion executed over 18,000 flight hours conducling full spectrum aviafion
Oferatiuns in support of OIF with a mission execution rate excesding %9.9 percent
of operational taskings. Pictured here are (1 to r): retired LTC Alva Pace, CW3 Lioyd
Gaskins, Jr., LTC Chris Brewer and LTC Bob Tamplet.

Tennessee Valley Chapter
The TVC, in conjunction with the U.S. Space &
Rocket Center, awarded their annual “Aviation
Challenge Scholarships” for 2007 o Steven
Sanders, Jr., son of refired CW4 Steve and
Janice Sanders from Hunlsville, Ala., and
Manual Pearson, son of Laure Pearsan from
Fayetteville, Tenn, Army Astronaut COL Jem
Williams and NASA's Jennifer Covinglon
lhe USSRC were on hand for the Feb. 15 pre-
sentalions. Sanders is 14 years old and an 8th
?radef at Monrovia Middle School. Pearson is
5 years old and a sophomore at Lincoln

County High School. The Aviation Challenge is wijliams, Staven Sanders, Jr, with parenis
Janice and Steve, and Covington.

intended to fully immerse frainees in a realistic
military pilot's training environment. This sum-

COURTESY FHOTO

North Country Chapter
NCC Treasurer CPT Jennifer Stahl 5Iﬂn$ up new members
during a March 22 chapter meeting at Remington Lodge, Fort

Drum, M.Y. More than 150 current members allended the
membarship drive, with 34 new mambers joining the chapler.
The 10th Cbt. Avn. Bde., the nucleus of the NCC, recently
returned from Afghanistan after serving a year there in support
of Operation Enduring Freedom.

PHOTO BY SFC CHARLES WILKINSON

Savannah Chapter
Mrs. Monica Collins, spouse of CPT David 5. Collins, was
inducted into the Honorable Order of Our Lady of Loreto March
19 during her husband's change of command ceremony at
Hunter Army Airfield, Ga. LTC Paul Marnon, commander of the
1st Bn., 3rd Avn, Regt., presented Collins with the OLL certifi-
cate and pin and thanked her for conlinuous support of HHC
Soldiars and their families as a family readiness group sup-
parter. Collins contributed many hours of service to the Army
and aviation community, and to the unit's FRG program during
mulliple deployments over the years.

Williams, Manuel Pearson with mom Laurie
and Covington.

mer the two young men will attend a six-day residential camp, learning land and water survival, basic aercnaulics and aerodynamics, flight physiology
and air combat history, By camp's end they will have received a tasle of the high-powered, high-adventure world of military aviation on land and water
and be prepared for any challenge that might come their way.
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JUNE 2007
i B June 15  Hall of Fame Nominations Due
Upcoming Special Focus: _ _ :
JULY 2007
= _ B July 4-7 VHPA 24th National Annual Reunion,
S8 Phoenix, AZ
Special Operations Aviation W July 20  AAAA Scholarship Executive Committee
' Meeting, NGRC, Arlington, VA
Arming The Forco ® July21  AAAA Scholarship Selaction Committes

Meeting, NGRC, Arlington, VA

AUGUST 2007

® Aug 6-8 AUVSI's Unmanned Systems North
America 2007, Washinglon, DC

® Aug 25-27 NGAUS 129th General Conference,
San Juan, Puerto Rico

OCTOBER 2007
B Oct8-10 AUSA Annual Meeting, Washington
Contact: Bob Lachowsii Convention Center, DC
Ad'ﬂ’_ﬂl'ﬂﬂng Director B QOctB MMTI 'Sull;x:alll'shlp Bgard of Go\éﬂmmnn
; 5 4 eeting, Washington Convention Cantear,
ok _[2_0.3! Z{:ﬂ 2430'x131 E Octd AAAA glatinnnl Eg::nnutlvn Board Meeting,
E-mail: bob@quad-a.org Washington Convention Center, DG

Simulation and Training
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=5 ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (AAAA) AAAA ANNUAL DUES

Applcations other than those listed 4
755 MAIN STREET, SUITE 4D, MONROE, CT 06468 « PHONE (203) 268-2450 + FAX (203) 268-5870 \\'0 :;'; 0 irr: g {13::;5

Please check one: [JChange of Address [CINew Membership Ful-Trme Shdunls: Erlised: WO15 GS8 DACs &

I wish to join the Army Aviation Assoclation of America (AAAA). My past or current dutiex affiliae me with Ol i

LES, Army Aviation and | wish o further the aims aod purposes of the AAAA, | understand that my member- Wage Board 12 DACS & Below.

ship incledes a subscription 1o AAAA 5 official magazine Army Aviation , and that my membership will start () 1yr $15; () 2 yrs, $27; () 3 yrs, §30

on the subsequent first of the month, Contributions or gifis (o AAAA are not deductible as charitable contribu-  Add §5 par year  you have a foreign, non-APO address.
tions for federal income tax purposes. Dues payments may be deductible by members as ordinary and necessary Add $15 if your check is drawn on a foreign bank

O Chaeck enclosed payable to “AAAA" or charga to

Rank/G3 Grade First Name M Last Name 1 AMEX [ Dinees Club 01 Mastercard 0 VISA
—  Card Ko,
Sax
o o _ - S Amt § Exp. Dl 3 Dhgpl Ben Code
e i Sgratve ot % =
Malling Address T ' ' T T () Ay Active Duty ( ) Defense Industy
= { JARNG | JAGR { ) Foreign Military Service
Caty Slate 7ip + 4 Code [ JUSAR | JAGR (] . —
= = — e _ [ DA — —_
Active Duty or Civilian Job Tille and Unit or Firm name E-Mail { ) Ay Reieed { ) Former
Cther LS Miitary Senvice ———
Area Code  Office Phone Area Code  Residence Phone Area Code  FAX ) i
L . e T TR A Taiial M o B T S — Check (+') Your Prolessions] Quaification:
Consent: Ol do 01 do nat consent to the publication or reease of the above mformation bo third parlies. Aot you a formse AMA member? 01 Vs [ Mo
, ’ H yes, what year did you join?
Signalure Dl Crapler Abaon rolened B
Elii_mﬂsl-ﬂﬁ_ " Nickname Eﬁmm’s Nama © Print Name of Rscraler
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The Armmy Aviation Hall of Fame sponsored by the Army Aviation Association of America, Inc.,

recognizes those individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to
Army aviation. The actual Hall of Fame is located in the Army Aviation Museiwm, Fort Rucker,

Ala., where the portraits of the indictees and the citations recording their achievements
are retained for posterity. Each month Army Aviation Magazine highlights
a member of the Hall of Fame. The next induction occurs in May during
the 50th Anniversary Convention in Atlanta, Ga..
Contact the AAAA National Office for details at (203) 268-2450.

Major General Carl H. McNair Jr.
Army Aviation Hall of Fame 2004 Induction

MG Carl H. McNair Jr. entered flight training npon graduation from the U.S. Military
Academy, and has devoted the subscquent 48 years to building the Army’s step-child into the
highly respected Army Aviation Branch.

Following a tour as an infantry company commander in the 1st Cavalry Division in Korea,
McNair went on to command aviation units in Vietnam.

During the course of six campaigns, two Tet offensives and more than 1,500 combat hours
McNair was awarded four Distinguished Flying Crosses, a Legion of Merit, two Bronze Star
Medals for valor and 53 Air Medals.

McNair commanded the Aviation Brigade at Fort Rucker, Ala,, from 1974 to 1975, and was
commanding general of the U.S. Army Aviation Center from 1980 to [983,

During the latter tour he becamc the first chief of the Army Aviation Branch.

McNair’s other important positions include time as an instructor at both the U.S. Military
Academy and the Armed Forces Staff College; deputy for aviation in the Army Secrelariat; exee-
utive officer to the chief of research and development; and, finally, chief
of staff of the U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command.

McNair has been an unofficial voice of Army aviation, with literally
dozens of activities and top offices in AAAA and a number of other influ-
ential organizations.

Editor s note: Retired MG Carl H. McNair, Jr,, also served as the 24th
AAAA National President, and is the chairman of AAAA’s 50th
Amniversary Planning Committee.
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THE G-27J JGA
IS NEEDED NOW

MORE THAN EVER.
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One of the Joint Cargo Aircraft’s (JCA) most critical missions is safe and secure intra-theater troop
and cargo movement. The C-27J Spartan takes convoys off the roads, reducing their exposure fo
dangerous IEDs and delivers time-sensitive cargo the last tactical mile faster and more reliably
than any other aircraft in its class.

WWW.C-27J.60M
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To warfighters on the frontline, the Apache Longbow
helicopter is vital. With its totally integrated command,
control and communication systems and exceptional
weapons versatility, Apache delivers unrivaled
multircle capability in any environment. Day or
night, it's ready to protect our warfighters and

subdue our enemies wherever here happens to be.
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