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Army Fields First Light Utility Helicopter Unit 
The Army has equipped its first unit -.,...,....----------,......I.~ 
with the new UH-72A "Lakota" heli-
copter at Fort Irwin, Calif. The mile- r-.. ,.,.,----~!...o. 
stone was achieved May 22 when the 
National Training Center's Air 
Ambulance Detachment received its 
sixth UH-72A helicopter. The fielding 
was achieved in less than 11 months 
from the award of the low rate initial 
production contract to EADS North 
America Defense. Here, crew chiefs 
PFC Justin J. Miller, left, and PFC 
Ghaffari M. Jamie review the checklist 
while pilot CW4 Eugene K. Okita 
climbs to check the rotor. The Army 
intends to field a total of 322 Lakotas. 

CCAD First Military Facility Certified to AS9110 
The Texas based Corpus Christi Army Depot is the first military facility in the world to 
be certified to the AS9110 standard for aerospace industry maintenance repair and 
overhaul (MRO) facilities. CCAD is one of only five organizations to be certified to this 
~P'j!!iii;:::-.ftft-=:~~I1!!1~_!"'-7' standard. GEN Benjamin Griffin, center, ; ~~ AS 9100/9110 Army Materiel Command's commanding 
C general, joined CCAD Commander COL 

• E - R - T - I - F • 1 • E • 0 Timothy Sassenrath in unfurling the new 
AS9100/AS9110 banner during a cele
bration held June 14. The AS9110 
improves upon the depot's certification 
by adding specific requirements for orga
nizations that perform MRO functions. "In 

~ my three years as commander of this 
depot, there hasn't been one thing the . 
Army has asked CCAD to do that the 
workforce hasn't stepped up to the plate, 
accepted the challenge and excelled far 
beyond what anyone thought was possi
ble, " Sassenrath said. 

CH-47s to Remain in Afghanistan 
Defense Secretary Robert Gates stated during a June 15 visit to Afghanistan that the 
United States will be keeping heavy lift Chinook helicopters in country for the fore
seeable future due to a lack of aircraft support from other International Security 
Assistance Force nations. About 20 active Army and reserve component CH-47D air
craft are supporting the ISAF. Gates attended a two-day summit with other ISAF 
defense ministers and pledged to provide the helicopter support to operate in 
Afghanistan's high mountains. "I announced that in the absence of any available 
apparent substitute, that I would extend the assignment of our helicopters in 
Kandahar to ISAF for an additional six months," Gates told reporters. 

CORRECTIONS: 
In the April/May issue we incorrectly listed on page 138 new AAAA member Mr. 
Marion D. Thomas of the Colonial Virginia Chapter as a "Ms." Our apologies. 

We also apologize for incorrectly identifying in the June issue on page 82, LTG Clyde 
Vaughn and retired COL Robert Godwin who are pictured on the left, and BG Steve 
Mundt on the right. 

NOMINATIONS ARE OPEN! 

AAAA Aircraft Survivability Equipment (ASE) Award AAAA Avionics Award 
Suspense August 15, 2007 

UAS Awards Suspense September 15, 2007 

Forms available online at www.quad-a.org 
or call the National AAAA Office: (203) 268-2450 
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AAAA President's Cockpit 

.AAA.A Working to I{eep 
Army Aviation Strong 

~
ur new AAAA officer team consisting of Rod Wolfe as senior vice 

president; Dan Petrosky, secret31Y; Howard Yellen, treasurer; Joe 
Bergantz as VP. for Membership; Rudy Ostovich as VP. for Chapter 

Affairs and I have taken on our mission and are moving out. 
Joe has already fOlwalized the "Dual Membership" program with the 

Wanant Officer Association to tty and build AAAA membership and save our 
aviation wanant officer members some money. If you did not catch his 3lticle 
in the June issue check out the AAAA website for details. Rudy is helping 
COL Benny Steagall set up our first Kuwait Chapter, and the Executive 
Group-comprised of Howard, Dan, Rod and myself-have been meeting reg
ularly via phone to make things happen. 

I conducted my first visit to the site of the 2008 convention last month at the 
new Gaylord National Harbor project near Washington, D.C. and I'm happy to 
repOlt that the constlUction is well undelway and is slightly ahead of schedule. 
It is going to be a velY dramatic setting on the banks of the Potomac. 

The new Gaylord National Resort Hotel and Convention Center in Prince George's County, 
Md., located on the Potomac River across from the Old Town Alexandria, Va., will be the 
site of the 2008 AAAA National Convention. 

AlE SYMPOSIUM 
October 29-31, 2007 

Gaylord Opryland, Nashville, Tenn. 

UAS SYMPOSIUM 
November 28-30, 2007 

Marriott Crystal Gateway, Arlington, Va. 

Go to www.quad-a.org for more information. 

ARMY AVIATION 6 

Speaking of meetings, the Aircraft 
Survivability Equipment (ASE) 
Symposium will take place Oct. 29-
31 at the Gaylord Opryland in 
Nashville, Tenn., followed by 
the Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
Symposium from Nov. 28-30 at 
the Crystal Gateway Marriott in 
Arlington, Va. Both of these mission 
areas are absolutely critical to the 
future of Army Aviation and your 
safety and success on the battlefield. 
Visit the AAAA website www.quad
a.org for registration and housing I 

details. 
The AAAA National Office is in 

the process of implementing new 
software over the next six months 
which will enable more efficient new 
memberships and renewals, and 
event registt'ation over the web. It 
will also empower our chapter offi
cers to better manage information 
and communicate directly with their 
members. 

In addition, the National Office is 
welcoming long-time AAAA 
Nation-al Executive Board and 
Scholarship Foundation board mem
ber CW4 (Ret.) Joe Pisano as the 
deputy to Executive Director Bill 
Hanis. We look forward to Joe 
bringing all his great experience and 
expertise to the team. 

Finally, as we all enjoy our sum
mer back here at home, let us not for
get all our brother and sister aviation 
professionals down-range who are 
really the focus of eVelything we do. 
Our best wishes to all our members 
and their families . Please have a 
healthy and safe summer. 

"AAAA: Supporting the U.S. 
Alroy Aviation Soldier and Family!" 

James Snider 
AAAA President 

jim.snider@quad-a.org 
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GAME QUALITY GRAPHICS IN A BATTLE READY BOX 
A Case for Rugged ... Imagine your favorite game system on steroids. Then imagine it being built to brave the battlefield. The VT Miltope TSC-750M 
equipped with the MILBRITE ELG low-power 14.1' direct-sunlight display is readable in low or very bright light. What's more, the fastest-yet 3D video thanks 
to its ATI MOBILITY" RADEONN X700 graphics processor-dramatically enhances all aspects of the visual simulation experience in every application making 
our TSC-750M the most versatile and compact rugged-militarized laptop computer available today. The VT Miltope TSC-750M, featuring Intel~ Centrino'" Mobile 
Technology equipped with 2 GB of RAM can support the mission in any environment. With two intemal hot swappable DR-36 batteries you have unlimited 
autonomous operation. Don't box yourself in with anything less. You can reach us by telephone at (800) MILTOPE or online at www.miltope.com. 

~m~ VT Miltope 
~m~ A company of VT Systems 



From The Aviation Branch Chief 
I 

Summer of Change 
.... 'IP.\i~.,. By MG Virgil L. Packett II 

BG William Wolf departs after serving the 
past two years as the deputy commanding 
general and assistant commandant of the 
U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting Center. For 
his outstanding contributions to the branch 
during his tenure, Wolf was presented with 
the Legion of Merit and the Silver award of 
the Order of St. Michael. 

We are in the middle of the sum
mer relocation season and are 
experiencing our share of 

moves. 
BG William "Bill" Wolf is on his 

way to serve as the chief of staff for 
the Kosovo Stabilization Force 
(KFOR), headqualiered in Pristina, 
Kosovo. Bill served as the deputy 
commanding general and assistant 
commandant here at the U.S . Almy 
Aviation Warfighting Center since 
August 2005. He has been a critical 
component of stability and continuity 
for the past two years, but his most 
notable contribution has been in the 
development of leaders and Soldiers. 

Few have the passion, drive, and 
tenacity that BG Wolf has. His effOlis 
on our professional development 
courses and Flight School XXI have 
had immediate results and will be felt 
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COL Warren Phipps now leads as the Aviation Warfighting Center's chief of staff, replacing 
COL Walter Golden who is pending Senate confirmation on his promotion to brigadier general. 

for years. On behalf of all Aviation 
Soldiers, we pass on our compliments 
and appreciation to Bill and Sandy for 
their service, h'emendous accom
plishments and enthusiasm. 

We are velY fOliunate again to 
experience a degree of stability and 
continuity with the announcement 
that COL Walter "Wally" Golden, 
nominated by the president for pro
motion to the rank of brigadier gener
al, is slated to replace BG Wolf. 

Serving as the chief of staff since 
July 2005, COL Golden has been at 
the center of all of the branch's key 
issues. We are VelY happy to have him 
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and Jo Ann remain on the USAAWC 
command team. 

Congratulations to Colonels 
William T. Crosby in the Acquisition 
Corps; and Anthony G. Cmtchfield 
and Raymond P. Palumbo in aviation 
operations who were also nominated 
by the president for promotion. 

We welcome COL Wan-en Phipps 
and his wife Sylvia to Fort Rucker. 
He comes to us from Fort Campbell, 
where he commanded the lOist 
Combat Aviation Brigade during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 05-07. 

COL Phipps took over duties as the 
USAA WC chief of staff on May 14. 

JULY 31,2007 



In today's network centric warfare environment, meeting rapidly evolving battlespace 

requirements is critical. By incorporating a common avionics suite of displays, mission 

processors and software, Rockwell Collins helps pilots execute missions with greater 

precision and safety. Thanks to a system that again and again has demonstrated the utmost 

flexibility and value. To find out more, call 319.295.5100. 

www.rockwellcollins.com 

Rockl/vell 
Collins 

Building trust every day 



From The Aviation Branch Chief 

And they've all done it with extremely 
constrained resources. 

While there are several key person
nel changes this summer, we look for
ward to the infusion of new comman
ders and directors who will bring 
recent field experience and a fresh 
perspective. We continue to make 
substantial progress on the path to 
transformation, modernization and 
restationing, while simultaneously 
fighting the Global War on Terrorism. 

Ululani Packett presents Sandy Wolf with the Anne Morrow Lindbergh certificate after pinning 
her for her contributions to the Soldiers and families of the branch, as BG Bill Wolf looks on. 

With the awarding of the Joint 
Cargo Aircraft contract to L-3 
Communications Integrated Systems 
for their C-27J "Spatian" aircraft, and 
the continued progress in the fielding 
of our other six new aircraft, your 
Aviation Branch remains focused and 
on-target. By mid-July we will have had 

seven key changes of command, 
including the 1st Avn. Bde., the 110th 
Avn. Bde., the u.s. Army Aviation 
Logistics School at Fort Eustis, Va., 
the Warrant Officer Career Center 
and three battalions. Additionally, 
three of our directors overseeing the 
Aviation Proponency Office, the 
Directorate of Evaluation and 
Standardization, and the Directorate 

of Training and Doctrine will rotate. 
Each of these organizations have 

made significant contributions, from 
the refmement of FSXXI and our pro
fessional development courses, the cre
ation of our SERE-C (survival, escape, 

. resistance and evasion) Detachment 
and course, numerous enhancements to 
our maintainer training courses, unit 
visits, to the enhancement of our train
ing, doctrine and personnel programs. 

All of our effOlis are still guided by 
one primary objective ... to ensure that 
Aviation Soldiers have the best train
ing and equipment in the world. 

Above the Best! 
------ .: .. :. ------
MG Virgil L.Packett II is the Army Avia
tion branch chief and the commanding 
general of the US.Army Aviation War
fighting Center and Fort Rucker, Ala. 

~T ~~A VT Simulation 
Pr o viding Simula tio n and Training So lutions 

Supporting Army Aviation Training 
With The Best For The Best 

Our Ammunition Handling Systems, Electronics 
Cooling solutions, and Aerial Weapon Scoring 
Systems are supporting Army Aviators around 
the world. • Easily configures for Individual, crew or co ll ective training 

We're ready to help with whatever lies ahead. 

megg ittdefense.com 
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MEGGjTI 
smart engineering for 
extreme environments 
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• Ensures exact look, feel and function to actual aircraft 

• Provides rapid turn·around to maintain aircraft concurrency 

• Allows easy plug-In integration to your other DI5/HLA devices 

• Rapid portable unit deployment 

3251 Progress Drive, Orlando, Fl32826 ~ Tel 407 .381.5311 fax 407 .381.7502 • em~U : Info@avtslm.com 

vlsitusat w w-N.avtsim.com 

JULY 31,2007 



Don't put your family at financial risk. 

When you buy life insurance for you and your family, we want you to feel good about that decision. Because we've 

served Army and Air Force families for over 128 years, we know what's right for you. Our Membership Coordinators 

are not commission based. You can feel better knowing you're getting what you need at the best possible price. Every 
penny we make goes back to you - our member. Level Term I Life Insurance from MFMM can save you about 30% 

over SGLI. Call today and start feeling better about protecting you and your family. 

With AAFMAA there are NO WAR, NO AVIATION, and NO TERRORIST CLAUSES. 

For complete details call AAFMAA direct: 1.877.398.2263 
www.aafmaa.com 

Insurance from a name you can tnlsf® ... AAFMAA 
STABILITY • REPUTATION • LOW COST • SINCE 1879 

. 102 Sheridan Avenue, Fort Myer, VA 22211-1110 

The u.s. Government does not sanction, recommend or encourage the sale of this product. Subsidized life insurance may be available from the Federal Government. 
Not available in all states. 



Command Sergeant Major Update 

Notes to Our Branch 
Warfighters 
By CSM Donald R. Sanders 

I have a few thoughts that I'd like to 
share with you from my recent vis
its to the field. 

Soldiers 
As I travel stateside and overseas, 

I'm continually impressed by the 
skills and professionalism of the Non
commissioned Officers and Aviation 
Soldiers I observe. 

Likewise, I'm consistently amazed 
by the fact that our operations in 
Afghanistan and Iraq are producing 
gifted, technically and tactically 
skilled enlisted leaders that will serve 
the Almy very well in the future. 

Training 
We just recently received approval 

from the Training and Doctrine 
Command for the U.S. Almy Aviation 
Logistics School to stmi a mobile 
training team (MTT) to conduct Basic 
NCO Course for our NCOs in the 
combat aviation brigades as they 
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SSG Russ Williams with the Mississippi Army National Guard's 1108th Avn. Classification 
and Repair Depot in Gulfport works on the wiring harness of an OH·58 Kiowa helicopter 
March 22. For maintainers, it is important to become technical inspectors for advancement 
to SFC and MSG. 

retum from Afghanistan and Iraq. 
This will result in a significant 

reduction of time away from home 
station for NCOs during the one year 
dwell time between combat tours. 

Safety 
I had the opportunity to sit down 

the other day with CSM Todd 
Glidewell, the new command 
sergeant major of the U.S. Army 
Combat Readiness Center. 

During our talk, I brought up how 
our aviation formations with the 
"Aviation Rigor" really emphasize 
safety during the conduct of aviation 
operations. 

CSM Glidewell agreed; however, 
one thing that he brought up was how 
do we quantify a negative statistic? 

12 

That is, how do we know if our enlist
ed aircrew standardization programs 
or FOD (foreign object damage) pre
vention programs and the like, are 
helping to reduce our aviation acci
dent rate? 

For example: a phase team leader 
or technical inspector conducting a T-
70 I engine post-installation inspec
tion finds FOD materials in the engine 
inlet section. 

Of course, he or she does the right 
thing by removing the FOD and then 
counseling the mechanic concemed. 

However, how do we capture that a 
potential accident was advelied? 

I'm sure that the unit safety officer 
was informed so he or she can capture 
the data. 

More impOliantly, how would you, 
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the NCO in a similar circumstance use 
that event to promote safety aware
ness? 

Additionally, during my travels I 
ask Soldiers to apply the same level of 
"Aviation Rigor" to safety in the 
motorpool or during combat logistic 
patrols as they would in the aircraft 
hanger. 

For example: in aviation we would 
never fly an aircraft with an overdue 
oil sample, or conduct a re-torque of 
some pitch change links with a torque 
wrench even one day past the due date 
on the DA label 80. 

Why? Because that "Aviation 
Rigor" is ingrained within us to adhere 
to the standard. 

So, I ask that the next time that 
you 're conducting a pre-combat 
inspection (PCI) ... "Are you going to 
ignore an item on the PCI checklist?" 
Or, are you going to apply the same 
"Aviation Rigor" as you would at the 
hanger and insist that your Soldiers 
meet the level of "Rigor?" 

Additionally, are you asking the 
tough questions and inspecting our 
Soldiers' personal protective equip
ment and their privately owned vehi
cles or motorcycles prior to weekends 
and holidays? 

I argue that "Aviation Rigor" does 
not just stop on the flight line. A helmet 
and gloves is just as important for rid
ing a motorcycle as they are for a flight. 

Technical Inspector 
Whenever I visit Fort Eustis I ask to 

address the MOS 15 Series maintain
ers in the Basic NCO Course. 

One of the questions that I'm con
tinually asked is "Why do I have to be 
a technical inspector (TI)? I'd rather 
be a crew chief until I get promoted to 
sergeant first class, and then become a 
platoon sergeant." 

My answer is the Army is trying to 
groom every Soldier to become a 
future Sergeant Major, and as such, 
you're expected to serve at some point 
in all the MTOE (tactical or field) unit 
maintenance positions to gain the nec
essary expenence. 

So, I respond with ... "Go see your 
battalion CSM and see if he or she has 
been a technical inspector. Odds are if 
he or she was a maintainer, you '11 find 
out that they were a technical inspec
tor also." Thus, every 15 series main
tainer NCO should strive to serve as a 
TI at some point in their career. 

In fact, the guidance for senior 
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AH-64 Apache 
Exceedance 

Warning System 
MISSION PROVEN, PAYBACK IN ONE YEAR 

Safe Flight's Exceedance Warning System, 
already flight tested and installed on the 
Bell/USN TH-57, features a collective 
shaker to give pilots a distinct tactile 
warning when operating limits are being 
approached. 

The critical advantage is less wear and tear 
on the aircraft, resulting in less exceedance-related maintenance 
and component replacement. The maintenance cost savings alone 
will pay for the Exceedance Warning System in one year. In 
addition, the system is retrofiUable by field maintenance teams. 

The result is a win-win for the U.S. Army AH-64 Apache Program -
greater combat readiness and effectiveness and reduced 
maintenance costs. 
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Aviation NCOs to the Almy selection boards for Sergeant 
First Class and Master Sergeant is produced by the 
Aviation Proponency Office at FOlt Rucker. 

In it, APO highlights for the board that the technical 
inspector position is a demanding position requiring the 
complete confidence of the commander and that NCOs 
assigned to that position are considered to have technical 
mastery of their MOS. 

Promotion Boards 
For those who may not have seen it, the Human Resources 

Command has realigned the enlisted side of the branch so 
that we fall under the Combat Arms Division of HRC. 

For now we will continue to see our senior NCO boards 
conducted in conjunction with the TranspOltation branch, 
but at some point we will transition to be boarded along 
with our Infantty and Almor brothers. 

A&P Program 
Our Airframe and Powerplant (A&P) celtification pro

gram just passed the 500th Soldier emollment milestone. 
I highly recommend that our Soldiers who desire to get 

an A&P license to please emoll in this program. 
As a reminder there are close to 30 promotion points to 

be gained from completing the program. 
Likewise, I'd like to remind our company commanders, 

maintenance officers and technical inspectors of their 
importance to this program and how they are involved 
with assisting their Soldiers. 

Please visit the website wwwusaals.army.millportal.asp 
for more infOlmation. 

SGT Ron Scheuren, a UH·60 Black Hawk helicopter crew chief for 
Co. B, 3rd Bn., 227th Avn. Regt., 1 st Air Cav. Bde., watches the 
engines and rotors on his aircraft as it starts up to ensure there are 
no malfunctions before heading out on a mission May 19 from Camp 
Taji, Iraq. When he returns from deployment, he may see a mobile 
training team conducting BNCOC at his home station instead of hav· 
ing to travel to Fort Eustis, Va. 

In closing, Atmy Aviation continues to be the branch of 
choice and I am proud to be your Branch Command 
Sergeant Major. 

Above the Best! 

CSM Donald R. Sanders is the command sergeant major of 
the Aviation branch at the u.s. Army Aviation Warfighting 
Center, Fort Rucker, Ala. 

Your Solution for Integration Design, 
Manufacturing & Modification 

• Engineering 
• Fabrication 

• Integration 
• Modification 

• Kitting 
• Maintenance and Support 
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u.s. Army Combat Readiness Center Spotlight 

Generational Leadership: 
A Legacy of Difference 
By BG William H. Forrester 

Throughout histOlY, our Army's great leaders 
have stepped up and led our forces through 
wars, humanitarian missions and peacetime 

operations . . 
These leaders distinguished themselves 

through courage, preservation of our nation's val
ues and acknowledgment that leadership is a com
ponent to success. 

But there is no single type leader. 
Each possesses different skills and valying 

abilities influenced by training, their generation 
and way of life. 

Numerous times and in various fOlums I hear it 
said, "Our younger leaders of today are not the 
same as when I was a (fill in the blank with any 
particular rank)." 

My response, "Of course they're not the same 
types of leaders. They are a separate generation of 
people who see things from another perspective. 
They have different ideals and interests. Simply 
put, they are different." 

I, for one, am impressed with their diversity; 
and I am glad they are different. 

It is clear ... our leaders of today are not the 
leaders of yesterday. 

Each generation of Army leaders brings with it 
new abilities, perceptions, beliefs and even weak
nesses. 

This is not a bad thing; rather it is a transfor
mation of its own. 

By acknowledging the differences in our 
younger generation ofleaders, we effectively plan 
training, participate directly in engagements and 
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make sound decisions to ensure these junior lead
ers are confident and set up for success. 

We, as senior leaders, must create the condi
tions to help develop new leaders. 

We must mentor our young leaders on the last
ing concepts proven to protect combat power such 
as "Band of Brothers," "Composite Risk 
Management," "Never leave a fallen comrade 
behind-no matter if on or off duty" and "leading 
by example." 

We must place these leaders in decision-mak
ing situations allowing each to use and develop 
their own leadership abilities. 

This generation of junior leaders will soon 
forge the way ahead, and the hopes and dreams of 
the entire United States' popUlation weighs on 
their young shoulders. 

They are less than one-half of the 1 percent of 
the U.S. population that is taking an active role in 
combating the most dangerous threat facing our 
nation today. 

Their courage shows in their continued dedica
tion and commitment that each portrays as they 
choose to step forward and take the oath to protect 
our way of life. 

They are our future, and we must engage to 
ensure they succeed. 

Leaders Engaged at All Echelons. 

BG William H Forrester is the director of Army 
Safety and the commanding genera! of the u.s. 
Army Combat Readiness Centel; Fort Ruckel; Ala. 
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At 1500 hours ZULU time Viper 12 
and 13, an AH-64D air weapons team, 
departs on a reconnaissance mission 
to locate, document and report enemy 
weapons cache sites. An hour into the 
mission, the pilots observe unusual 
activity around what appears to be a 
cave. Adjusting their optics, they con
firm it is a cave with five individuals 
standing at its entrance. 

About to call their battalion for 
clearance to destroy the site, they 
receive a frantic call from their battle 
captain with a mission divert order. 
Apparently a helicopter is down and 
there are casualties. 

On the same day, Company C of 
the combat aviation brigade's (CAB) 
assault battalion receives a mission to 
transport an International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF) general offi
cer and his staff and personal security 
detail, a total of 20 people. 

Hawk 23 and Hawk 24, two UH-60 
Black Hawks, are assigned the mis
sion and depart on a routine flight 
until all hell breaks loose. 

"Mayday, mayday, mayday! We're 
going dmvn at ... " 

The pilot of Hawk 23, the lead air
craft, turns to return and offer assis
tance. To his horror, he sees Hawk 24 
on the ground in flames. 

As soon as Hawk 23 reports the sit
uation, his headquarters and the 
brigade operations personnel swing 
into action. The staffs get on an inter
net relay chat room (iMRC), hurried
ly typing location and other real time 
information to generate the resources 
neceSSalY to react to the emergency. 
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The division headquatters re-tasks 
an unmanned aircraft system (VAS) 
that has been patrolling the area to get 
a better view of the scene. The CAB's 
battle captain sees on his Blue Force 
Tracker system that he has an air 
weapons team close to the site, con
tacting them to respond to the emer
gency. 

In the meantime, a coalition mem
ber force 20 kilometers to the north 
receives word of the accident and 
sends out a quick reaction force 
(QRF) to assist. Hawk 23 lands to 
pick up the injured and fly them to a 
fOlward operating base (FOB) just 20 
kilometers away. The pilot and his 
crew chief, with the help of the ISAF 
general and his staff, pull the injured 
on board. 

The pilot's only thought is to get the 
casualties out of harm's way, so he 
takes 10 aboard. This proves to be too 
heavy and when the pilot attempts to 
land at the FOB, there isn't enough 
power to slow the descent and he 
crashes. 

The air weapons team of Viper 12 
and 13 arrive to provide oversight to 
the QRF as they secure the area. The 
QRF contacts an inbound medical 
evacuation helicopter, infOlming it to 
pick up two injured and proceed to his 
FOB because another helicopter 
(Hawk 23) with a general has crashed. 
The MEDEVAC lands, picks up the 
casualties and depalts. 

DUling the debriefings and investi
gations around this incident, it is deter
mined that numerous mistakes were 
made. 
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The battle masters oversee the exercise, 
ensure placement and control of computer 
generated entities on the battlefield, set the 
conditions of the simulators in which the 
aircrews fly, role-play crew chiefs and air 
traffic service personnel, make radio calls, 
and help keep the training events flowing. 

The Aviation Training Exercise 
Thankfully, this complicated and all

too-real scenario OCCUlTed within a vir
tual environment dUling a one-week
long aviation training exercise (ATX) 
conducted at Fort Rucker, Ala. The 
debriefs and investigations were actu
ally hot washes conducted by the 
observer-controllers (OC) and trainers. 

The exercise was the culminating 
training event for the 82nd Au·borne 
Division's CAB, as they prepared to 
deploy to Afghanistan. This training 
provided the crews and staff with 
important real life lessons - learned in 
a simulated environment, and no one 
was injured. 

The ATX was conducted in the 
Seneff Aviation Warfighting Simulation 
Center (SA WSC) by the Du·ectorate 
of Simulations (DOS) and suppOlted 
by contractor Computer Sciences 
Corporation. This brigade ATX was 
the 42nd such exercise to be conduct
ed at Fort Rucker since 1997, 
designed for aviation units being 
deployed to Bosnia, Kosovo, Iraq, 
Kuwait and Afghanistan. 

The 82nd CAB's ATX focused on 
staff battle drills at the brigade and 
battalion level, on company and troop 
leading procedures, and integrating 
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An operations Soldier in the tactical opera· 
tions center uses a low·tech aircraft mission 
tracking board, but just as effective, to track 
multiple ongoing missions. 

Operations officers and senior NCOs gather 
around a battle captain's station in a TOC to 
work through an evolving critical situation 
during an aviation training exercise. 

the recently attached 1st Bn. (Attack
Recon), 285th Avn. Regt. from the 
Arizona Army National Guard. 

Tailoring the ATX 
Computer Sciences Corp. (CSC), the 

prime contractor for the Army's Flight 
School XXI (FSXXI) simulation ser
vices contract, develops training sup
POlting packages (TSP) and provides 
personnel to SUppOlt the ATXs. 

A successful exercise hinges on 
numerous elements which includes 
the commanders' training objectives, 
,the battle masters, technical SUppOlt 
from the DOS, the exercise process 
and simulator use, and CSC's 
Aviation Training Exercise Support 
Section (ATESS). The ATESS designs 
the TSP as a "turnkey" training prod
uct, minimizing lengthy preparation 
by the unit commander and his staff. 

A significant amount of work goes 
into the development of the TSP, 
including: 
• Writing orders and air mission 
requests. 
• Designing the scenarios in which to 
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communication line. 

exercise the tasks that commanders ATESS 
want to train. 
• Developing role player scripts and 
instructions, and Battle Master 
instructions. 

The ATESS embeds numerous mis
sion sets during the ATX to challenge 
participating units and can include 
close combat operations in open ter
rain and confining urban tenain, cor
don and search, quick reaction force, 
border surveillance, air movements 
and air assaults, area and route securi
ty, downed aircraft recovery, and 
numerous other missions. 

The Critical Elements 

Battie Masters 
The battle masters have a truly piv

otal role in the exercise. They must 
take the TSP and translate the intent 
of the TSP writers into overlays and 
graphics, insure placement and con
trol of computer generated entities on 
the battle field, set the conditions of 
the simulators in which the aircrews 
fly, and ensure that the simulators are 
up and flying. 

They role-play crew chiefs and air 
traffic service personnel, making 
radio calls, mentoring the crews, and 
even playing air force pilots when 
they generate a computerized image 
of an A-I 0 rolling in on a target. 

The ATESS and Battle Masters are 
a team of retired aviators with a 
wealth of knowledge and experiences. 
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Every detail of the trammg is so 
well thought out and detailed prior to 
and during the training that the unit 
only needs to anive and train. The 
DOS does the rest. The products creat
ed minimize the lengthy pre-exercise 
preparation by commanders and staffs. 

The ATX is event driven. The use 
of reconfigurable collective training 
devices (RCTDs), the aviation com
bined arms tactical trainer (AVCATT), 
viltual VAS, ground convoy virtual 
simulators, and in some instances, 
constructive simulation, provides a 
media of realistic real-time feedback 
on the actions and mistakes the crews 
and staff make. 

The TSP includes some second and 
third order of effects, and branches 
and sequels intended to generate dis
cuss ions in the cockpit and among the 
staff. Sometimes those branches and 
sequels become self-induced. 

One of the greatest benefits of an 
exercise is that it pelmits "free play." 

As the mission progresses, the 
commander can inject a branch or 
sequel to test the reactions of the par
ticipants (crew and staff) to varying 
levels of stimuli. If there is difficulty, 
the execution can be stopped and the 
exercise reset, or the commander can 
allow the event to progress to a natur
al culminating point. 

Missions can be pulled or added to 
the exercise scenario to decrease or 
increase the operational tempo (op-
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Here two observer·controllers from the 75th Division (Training Support) track a UH·60 
Black Hawk mission being flown (large monitor to their right) and prepare comments for the 
after·action review. 

tempo) based upon the commander's 
desires at that point. The intent of the 
exercise is to make the staff and crews 
think through problems before they 
encounter them in real life. 

Observer-Controllers 
The OC needs to be trained and 

expelienced in order to add training 
value and credibility to the exercise. 
The OCs for the 82nd CAB ATX came 
from the Joint Readiness Training 
Center at FOlt Polk, La., and fi'om the 
1st Bn. (Avn.), 291st Regt. (Training 
SUppOlt) stationed at Fort Hood, Texas. 

Also important are the subject mat
ter experts (SME). They are members 
of units who are cunently deployed in 
the theater into which the deploying 
unit is going. They augment the exer
cise and provide the unit with cunent 
information as to what to expect when 
they anive in countly. For the 82nd 
CAB ATX, personnel cUlTently serving 
in Afghanistan fi'om the 10th Mountain 
Div. provided the SME expertise. 

Critical to the OC's charter is the 
conduct of "hot washes" and after
action reviews (AAR). 

Working with the OCs, CSC helps 
identify and gather infonnation on the 
quality of mission planning and exe
cution, and lessons learned. The OCs 
employ various media to create an 
AAR that mentors and trains the 
crews and staff. OCs are given sensor 
and stealth views which provide visi
bility of aircraft sensor systems on the 
AH-64A/D and OH-58D, night vision 
goggle views, a moving map display, 
and full communications. 
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The White Cell 
The White Cell is a combination of 

four unit levels. It is the exercising 
unit's higher headquatters, adjacent, 
lower and supporting units. It is com
prised of personnel responsible for 
controlling the exercise. 

The ATESS focuses a great deal of 
time and effOlt in ensuring that the 
white cell and exercise control per
sonnel are conducting the White Cell 
functions, and develops a mission 
event list that sets out exactly what 
infOlmation is to be issued, when to 
issue it, and what the role player is to 
say. Everything is scripted. 

During the 82nd CAB ATX, White 
Cell personnel were the actual mem
bers of the division's staff, which pro
vided an oPPOltunity for the staffs to 
work out issues with and validate 
their standard operating procedures 
(SOPs), and to get an idea of how they 
will operate once in country. 

Virtual Simulation Resources 
An ATX at Fort Rucker maximizes 

the use of vutual simulation resources. 
Resources are fulther maximized 

when technology pennits units who 
are hundreds of miles away to partici
pate in an exercise with theu- sister 
units. This particular exercise entailed 
some unique challenges. 

Members of the 2nd Bn. and 3rd 
Bn., 82nd CAB, patticipated in the 
exercise using AVCATT suites locat
ed at Fort Bragg, N.C., while the 
Arizona ARNG's 1-285th Avn. 
(ARB) used the AVCATT at Fort 
Hood, Texas, to link with the recon-
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The use of reconfigurable collective training 
devices at the SAWSC, which can be linked 
to remote locations with other training 
devices as the aviation combined arms taco 
tical trainer, increases joint and combined 
arms training opportunities . . 

figurable collective training devices at 
FOlt Rucker. In total, the 82nd CAB 
manned 23 vutual aviation cockpits, 
the largest number to date. 

With T1 data line connections, the 
aircrews were able to fly on the same 
Iraqi database, were able to "move
shoot-and-communicate" as if they 
were sharing the same airspace. 

And yes it was possible for them to 
crash into each other if they were not 
paying attention, resulting in the same 
catastrophic consequences. 

This all OCCUlTed in a virtual realm 
from which they could walk away 
from and agree with each other that 
"that was a stupid thing to do!" 

By distributing the exercise 
between the home stations at FOlt 
Bragg, Fort Hood and Fort Rucker, 
the units were able to reduce expens
es and decrease the personnel tempo 
on its Soldiers. 

Adding 12 additional cockpits into 
the exercise presented tremendous 
oppOltunities for simultaneous mis
sion sets to occur, fulther challenging 
the battle tracking abilities of the 
brigade and battalion staffs. 

Summary 
The combination of constmctive 

and viltual aviation training environ
ments provided at Fort Rucker is 
unique within the world. The syn
chronization of training exercises 
using virtual and constmctive envi
ronments provides superb training 
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from any echelon down to crew level. 
Missions are planned, rehearsed 

and executed all within the SA WSC 
facility. The Army has no other facili
ty that offers this level of training 
capability. 

The Dire9torate of Simulations 
team draws on the varied and vast 
knowledge and experiences of its per
sonnel and the uniqueness of the 
training devices within the SAWSC. 

The training support packages 

",l 

The sophistication of the ATX allows Soldiers in a TOe to 
communicate with pilots flying missions in simulators via 
radio systems, adding to the real-time nature of operations. 

The SAWSC uses a wide range of technologies, systems 
and equipment to add realism and provide the best train
ing opportunities to Soldiers. 

developed by esc provide world
class training for aviation units 
deploying for contingency operations, 
and are in essence a virtual Army 
training and evaluation program or 
ARTEP. Post exercise comments from 
commanders and senior leaders 
observing the ATXs bear this out. 

The distinctiveness of these train
ing exercises, which cannot be repli
cated at home station, provides a cost 
effective, major training event that 

leverages the technology of simula
tions and simulators to provide units 
with a top-to-bottom exercise that sets 
the stage for the unit's success. 
------ .: .. :. ------
Retired COL David W Swank is a 
senior manage1; and Wayne White, an 
Army Reserve LTC, is a training team 
leader with Computer Sciences Corp., 
which provides support services to the 
Directorate of Simulations, Fort 
Rucker, Ala. 

ATLA.S;tT~ 
ComprehenslveiTotal [Ife Cycle Performance-based 
Logistics Prediction Model 
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SPECIAL FOCUS 
SIMULATION TRAINING 

By LTC David E. Wood and 
SGM Walter S. Zapotoczny, Jr. 

First organized as 
the 28th Aviation 
Company in June 

1960, the 28th Combat 
Avn. Brigade of the 

Pennsylvania Almy National Guard is 
today comprised of units from 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, West 
Virginia, Texas and Tennessee. 

Consisting of over 2,400 Soldiers 
and 110 aircraft, the brigade's units 
have deployed in support of numer
ous operations over the past four 
years to include NATO's Kosovo 
Force, Operations Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom, Hurricane Katrina 
relief and various homeland support 
missions. 

With the most recent retum of its 
Aviation Support Battalion assets 
from Iraq, all members of the brigade 
and battalion staffs were home and a 
window of opportunity was identified 
for the brigade to focus on a simula
tion exercise that would help sustain 
and validate the aviation brigade 
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The "white cell" monitors and observes all communications and interactions with the flight 
crews flying missions in the AVCATT. All missions were recorded and compared to the plans 
and rehearsals at all levels and discussed later during the after-action review. 

staffs and their military decision-mak
ing process execution. 

COL Christopher Latchford, brigade 
commander, focused his staff on 
preparing for a simulation exercise 
identified as Operation Keystone Fury 
and requested the Pennsylvania Joint 
Headquarters staff to resource and fund 
the aviation training exercise (ATX) at 
Fort Rucker's Aviation Warfighter 
Simulation Center (AWSC). 

The 28th Cbt. Avn. Bde. became 
the first reserve component unit to 
undergo such a training event from 
April 9 to 20 while not scheduled for 
imminent deployment. 

The Road to War 
The "road to war" for Keystone 

Fury began with several planning and 
observation meetings held at both Fort 
Rucker, Ala. and the 28th CAB's home 
station at FOlt Indiantown Gap, Pa. 

Observing the mechanics of sever
al ATXs with units such as the 36th 
and 12th CABs, the 28th CAB staff 
quickly grasped the processes and 
battle rhythm that they could expect 
to encounter in this environment. 

The 28th CAB tumed to the 75th 
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Division (Training Support) in 
Houston, Texas, and the First Almy's 
IstBn. (Avn.), 291stRegt. (Tng. Spt.) 
of the 166th Avn. Bde., to coordinate 
for and provide observer-controller 
and trainer SUppOlt. 

To fl.llther prepare, the 28th CAB 
shifted its annual h'aining focus to the 
brigade and battalion staffs with 
objectives including: exercise the 
staff on military decision-making 
process (MDMP), exercise tactical 
operations center (TOC) battle drills, 
perform actions on contact (with rules 
of engagement and graduated response 
matrix) type exercises, validation of 
unit standard operating procedures 
(SOP), mission execution products, 
and rehearsals. 

The 28th CAB deployed as a fully 
transformed brigade with approxi
mately 80 percent of its BDE and BN 
staffs, as well as company-level ele
ments to provide for aircrews and 
staff SUppOlt. 

The total brigade footprint for 
Keystone FUIJI was over 200 Soldiers, 
and with aircrews available for all of 
the brigade 's assets to include AH-64, 
CHA7, UH-60 and HH-60 aircraft. 
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Upon an-ivaI at Fort Rucker in 
April, the brigade simulated a relief
in-place and transfer of authority 
(TOA) task in order to conduct a full 
spectrum of aviation operations in 
support of the Multi-national 
Division-North in the Iraqi theater. 

The Brigade was laid out in a real
istic scenario, locating its headquar
ters at Contingency Operating Base 
Speicher in Tikrit, with an aviation 
task force each located at FOlward 
Operation Base Sykes in Tal Afar and 
at FOB Wan-ior in Kirkuk. 

Using a division operations order 
to move to the assembly area, and 
real-time enemy and friendly forces 
intelligence, the realism of the simu
lation was unparalleled and reflected 
what current deployed combat avia
tion brigades encounter. 

Three days were allocated for the 
: brigade to conduct the TOA activities. 
· During this time, brigade and battalion 
· staffs "covered down" on their com-
· mand posts, setting up operations and 
planning cells, installing the tactical 
local area network (TACLAN), and 
training up on the common operating 
picture tools available to the CAB. 

Other training events sponsored 
by the Directorate of Simulations 
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included tactical ten-ain visualization 
system (TTYS), maneuver control 
system, integrated work station and 
planning whiteboard, the electronic 
data manager and the Force XXI 
Battle Command, Brigade-and-Below 
(FBCB2) with Blue Force Tracker. 

The highlight of these training 
events included a classified "shoot
down" briefing, ensuring that all par
ticipants were familiarized with the 
tactics in use by the enemy. 

Organization 
Upon completion of this initial 

training, the operational portion of the 
exercise began. Starting on D Day, the 
brigade received over 20 air mission 
requests daily, with multiple fragmen
tary orders (FRAGO). 

The brigade managed the daily 
operational tempo (op-tempo) through 
working groups assigned to the Plans, 
Operations and Sustainment cells, 
while its organic division, the 28th 
Infantry Div. (Mech.), provided a 
white cell and higher command direc
tion and support. 

Execution 
Within the planning cell, working 

groups consisted of the Air Mission 
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Request Team, Future Operations 
Team (the MDMP working group), 
and the Orders Management Team. 
Under the S-5 's direction, the AMR 
Team focused on the continuous plan
ning and coordination of aviation 
requirements throughout the area of 
operation. 

AMRs included personnel and 
cargo movements, ring-route mis
sions, reconnaissance of named areas 
of interest, medical evacuations, 
quick reaction force, and YIP and 
morale flights, among others. 

Despite the op-tempo occUlTing in 
the current fight, the AMR Team's 
responsibility was to keep the 
brigade's aviation SUppOlt flowing on 
a continuous basis. 

The 28th CAB conducted four 
major operations, providing for air 
movement, air assault, recon and 
security tasks, and cordon and search 
mISSIOns. 

In each case, the Future Operations 
Team provided for the staffing of major 
missions - usually received in FRAGO 
format fi:om the division - mission 
analysis, course of action development, 
analysis, comparison, and decision 
briefs in order for the bligade comman
der to execute the mission. 
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A large terrain model was constructed and used by 28th CAB aircrews during mission briefings to better help crews visualize the terrain and 
discuss actions. 

Using the MDMP, the Future Ops 
Team incorporated staff assets as 
necessary to provide for the best solu
tions in suppOliing the ground com
mander's intent. Tell'ain models were 
used extensively for mission rehear
sals. The Orders Management Team 
within the planning cell was critical 
to the development and preparation of 
FRAGOs and waming orders, and the 
rapid dissemination of information to 
the battalions. 

The Orders Management Team pro
vided for "gatekeeper" duties, focusing 
on reducing order "dwell" time, and 
meeting the staffing rule of one-third, 
two-thirds planning time. 

Once orders were complete, the 
team funneled the products via the 
TACLAN to the commander and S3 
for approval and publication. The 
operations cell was tasked with fight
ing the CUll'ent battle. 

All brigade battle drills, flight 
tracking, and the command, conti'ol, 
communications functions were con
ducted by this team located in the 
brigade TOC. 

Led by the S3, battle captains and 
NCOs, the brigade operations cell 
managed the fight in such scenarios 
as quick reaction force launches, sur
face-to-air enemy fire events, and 
downed aircraft recovery missions. 
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Using MCS and FBCB2 products, 
the operations cell worked directly 
with battalion TOCs to ensure mis
sion accomplishment. 

The brigade's sustainment cell pro
vided the logistics suppOli necessary 
to successfully execute missions in a 
high op-tempo environment. 

Although a simulated environment 
using the AVCATT [aviation com
bined arms tactical trainer] devices, 
the class III, V and IX supply limita
tions were programmed and had to be 
managed. 

The sustainment of assets, as well 
as personnel, contributed to the avail
ability of brigade assets, and played a 
crucial role in detetmining available 
courses of action for the commander. 

Results 
On D+5, the end of Operation 

Keystone Ptoy was called. The next 
day, the A WSC and the observer-con
troller/trainer staffs provided the 
brigade with a robust after-action 
review using state-of-the-mi facili
ties. 

The playback of audio tapes and 
graphical flight displays, with open 
Soldier discussion, ensured that all 
"sustains" and "improves" were 
recorded. 

With a take-home package detail-
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ing the ATX results, the brigade can 
now formulate a training plan, 
employing lessons leamed and conti
nuity of training. 

In Summary 
The 28th CAB's ATX was a mile

stone event in terms of developing 
and executing brigade-level aviation 
operations. With over 300 simulator 
flight hours flown, numerous 
rehearsals using tell'ain models, digi
tal maps and TTVS, validation of the 
staff's military decision-making 
process, and execution of realistic 
aviation missions, Operation 
Keystone Fury was an outstanding 
success. 

The results of this ATX contributed 
greatly to the ongoing readiness of 
the 28th Combat Aviation Brigade 
and the professional development of 
its officers and enlisted Soldiers. 

For more infOlmation on this train
ing contact SGM Zapotoczny at (717) 
861-9033 or DSN 491-9033. 
------ .: .. :. ------

LTC David E. Wood is the S3 opera
tions officer and SGM Walter S. 
Zapotoczny, Jr is the aviation opera
tions chief for the 28th Combat 
Aviation Brigade, Fort Indiantown 
Gap, Pa. 
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rHE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN 
)UR NEW AIRCRAFT COMPLETION CENTER IS COMING 



Editor's note: We are pleased to pro
vide this companion article by SGT 
Douglas Roles on the Aviation Train
ing Exercise conducted by the 28th 
Cbt. Avn. Bde. in April at Fort Ruckel; 
Ala. . Roles ' article provides Soldier 
feedback on the training described in 
LTC David Wood and SGM Walter 
Zapotoczny s article. 

Soldiers with the 28th Infantry 
Division's Combat Aviation 
Brigade tested their battle skills 

at a warfighter exercise in April at the 
Aviation Warfighting Simulations 
Center (AWSC) at FOli Rucker, Ala. 

The training was the first opportu
nity for the 28th CAB from the 

A Soldier in one of the tactical operations cen
ters analyzes a map of Iraq using the tactical 
terrain visualization system or TTVS during 
his unit's Warfighter exercise at Fort Rucker. 
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Pennsylvania Army National Guard 
to attend an aviation h'aining exercise 
(ATX) and was the first non-deploy
ing unit to be evaluated by the train
ing facility staff. 

Units paliicipating in the training 
included the air cavalry headqualiers, 
the 1st Bn. (Attack), 104th Avn. from 
Johnstown, Pa.; the 2nd Bn. (Gen. 
Spt. Avn. Bn.), 104th Avn. Regt. and 
the 628th Div. Avn. Spt. Bn. from Fort 
Indiantown Gap, Pa.; and the 1 st Bn. 
(Assault), 150th Avn. Regt. from New 
Jersey. The exercise h~d aviators and 
commanders canying out missions in 
real time as they faced simulated chal
lenges of the modem battlefield in Iraq. 

COL Steve Mahoney, aviation sup
pOli facility commander at FOli 
Indiantown Gap, was working for the 
"white cell" during ATX. The cell 
served as the division headqumters - the 
higher headqumters for the CAB that 
monitored all the actions and communi
cations of the brigade in the exercise. 

"We receive the injects that come 
in that are all the actions to be done 
and all the intelligence," Mahoney 
said. "We send that down to brigade." 

Mahoney explained that if brigade 
Soldiers are handling the events of the 
exercise, then more challenges can be 
injected. "We can also slow it down if 
there are problems," he said. 

"It's all real time. So if you have a 
three-hour mission to do, you crawl 
into the cockpit and do three hours. I 
think it's pretty realistic," he said. 
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Members of the 28th Cbl. Avn. Bde. review 
the day's missions using computer images 
and a large floor map of the (simulated) 
local terrain during their ATX in the Aviation 
Warfighting Simulations Center in April. 

Observer conh'ollers for the ATX 
watched the reaction from brigade and 
battalion level tactical operations centers 
(TOC) as Soldiers in those command 
tents h'acked flight mission progress. 

Large screens in the observer-con
troller station provided the point of 
view of pilots. "We're actually seeing 
it here as a person would see it from 
the ground," Mahoney said. Mahoney 
added there are many Iraq and 
Afghanistan veterans pmiicipating in 
the training. 

LTC Dominic Nati, the air space 
command and control officer for the 
28th Division, served as the opera
tions officer in the white cell during 
the ATX, orienting the training for the 
28th CAB. Nati said the purpose of 
the training is to better the battle staff. 

He said the air mission requests are 
filtered to the brigade 72 hours in 
advance of the mission, then the 
brigade analyzes the requests to see if 
the mission can be accomplished with 
the available assets. 

"We take the necessmy infonnation 
and pass it to brigades," Nati said. 

CPT Jeremy Whitling, an artillelY 
officer with the 107th Field AtiillelY 
in Newcastle, Pa., served as the RFI 

. (request for information) manager at 
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the division level. Compar-ing the 
training to what he saw during his 
deployment, the Iraq veteran said, "It's 
surprisingly accurate." 

Whitling said the training saw a lot 
of information flow and not a lot of 
response time in communications. He 
said the professionalism and technical 
proficiency demonstrated by the 
CAB 's Soldiers show that the brigade 
could seamlessly serve in Iraq or 
Afghanistan with other headquarters 
units . 

"We're the first combat aviation 
brigade to come through an aviation 

· training exercise that's not en-route to 
: deployment," said COL Christopher 
i Latchford, 28th CAB commander and 
: the state aviation officer for 
· Pennsylvania. Latchford said the train-
· ing brings the brigade up to the same 
· combat readiness posture as its ground 

counterparts and that a major exercise 
, is a driver which makes a brigade staff 
, function as it would in a deployment. 

"This center provides us the opportu
nity to have all the staffs engaged, 
doing the job they would do if we were 
deployed in a combat theater," 
Latchford said. The ATX provided an 
opportunity for the full dynamic of the 
brigade 's various assets to work 
together to carry out the missions 
ordered by the white cell, which also 
played the role of Multi-National 
Division-North, Latchford said. 

The white cell handed down to the 
brigade the fragmentary orders 
(FRAGOs) approved by the AWSC and 
the observer-controllers . Receipt of the 
FRAGO puts brigade leaders into motion 
to complete the mission. "This is the 
most realistic operation," Latchford 
said. "It 's so realistic it 's just like being 
in a TOC in Iraq or Afghanistan." 

Latchford credited the Directorate of 
Simulations at Fort Rucker and the 
Army Reserve's 75th Div. (Training 
Support) from Texas, for being profi
cient in providing demanding training. 
The trainers followed, in part, a list of 
training tasks provided ahead of time 
by Latchford. 

He said the aviation brigade's after
action review would serve to evaluate 
performance. 

"We 're here to train, learn and exe
cute," Latchford said. 
------ .: .. :. ------

SGT Douglas Roles is a Guardsman 
and photojournalist with the 28th 
Infantl)! Division s Public Affairs 
Office, Hanisburg, Pa. 
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Product 
Improvement 
Update 
By CW 4 Hank Rexing, 
Paul Glosemeyer 
and Mark Samuelson 

The primary objective in the Cargo 
Helicopters Product Improve
ments Sustainment Division is to 

enhance the performance of the CH-
47 Aircraft by leveraging new and 
improved technologies into the 
Chinook aircraft and aircraft systems. 

We are responsible for performing 
the non-recUlTing engineering (NRE) 
development, test and qualification 
effOlis, the NRE logistics efforts, and 
also the planned recUlTing fielding 
effOlis, as required, for each project 
we manage. 

These products are intended to be 
common to all CH-47 Chinook mod
els and are intended to provide 
enhanced maintainability, lower oper
ations and suppOli (O&S) costs and, 
ultimately, to reduce the maintenance 
burden on the Soldier. 

The product improvements to the 
engine inlet air cleaner described 
below have been incorporated onto 
the CH-47D platform and will 
become integral to the new CH -4 7F 
model, cUlTently in production. 

Engine Air Panicle Separator 
Don't leave home without 'em. 

The engine air particle separator, or 
EAPS, is made up of over 3,000 
approximately 3/4-inch diameter vor
tex generator tubes which centrifugal
ly expels sand and dirt, water, salt 
water and other foreign object dam
age (FOD) contaminates overboard, 
allowing only clean, uncontaminated 
air to reach the engine. 

This self-cleaning device is viliual
ly maintenance-free. 
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Work on the "Short Can" EAPS included mountain test flights at Fort Carson, Colo., to con· 
firm no adverse effects on T55·GA·714A engine performance when operating at or above 
10,000 feet mean sea level- important for crews like this CH·47 flying a mission in 
Afghanistan. 

Heeding the requests of pilots and 
maintainers in the field, the Cargo 
Helicopters Project Management 
Office has incorporated several major 
modifications to the EAPS and the 
cross shaft fail'ing seals to significant
ly improve their performance. 

The EAPS Can has been shortened 
by 2-inches to create the new "Short 
Can EAPS," thereby allowing ready 
unimpeded access to the engine com
patiment for periodic inspections and 
routine maintenance without having 
to disconnect the air cleaner. 

The entire engine cowling is now 
fully operational with the Short Can 
EAPS installed, thus saving Soldiers 
precious time and effOli in the field. 

In addition, to futiher enhance FOD 
protection, a screen has been mounted 
intemal to the EAPS assembly. 

The new molded cross shaft fail'ing 
seal design prevents air leakage 
around the canister and eliminates any 
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ingestion of foreign objects such as 
rocks, stones, sand and other debris . 

The new positive lock . latches 
attach the units securely, facilitate 
removal and installation and will now 
eliminate the need for tools. 

These forward and aft locking 
mechanisms hold the cross shaft fair
ing cover seal against the canister and 
prevent the seal from "walking" away 
from the can. 

Flight Tests Validate Improvements 
The "ShOli Can" flight test in 

September 2005 at Fort Carson, Colo., 
demonstrated successful results 
wherein no adverse effects were 
noted with the operation or perfor
mance of the T55-GA-714A engines. 

As the CH-47D test aircraft operat
ed for over 100 hours in various envi
ronments, including mountain flights 
at or above 10,000 feet mean sea 
level, to HUlTicane Katrina relief in 
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The EAPS system installed ahead of the engines on the new produc· 
tion CH·47F model cargo helicopter. 

New Orleans at sea level, the engines perfOlmed within all 
parameters that are established by the required perfor
mance planning card criteria set forth by Army 
Regulations. 

With the Short Can installed, the engines met or exceed
ed all power limits called for in the aircraft performance 
charts. Additionally, both engines passed the Power 
Assurance Test (which is perfolmed on evelY flight prior 
to departure to detelmine engine condition from a prede
telmined set of parameters developed from the results of 
the maximum power check) and maintained power as sur-

The improved cross shaft fairing seal installation with its "no tools 
required" attachments, coming from the engine area to the aft pylon . 
and transmission. 

ance during the entire flight test without any change in . 
computation. . 

The EAPS will save engines and substantially lower the ' 
O&S costs to operating units. In addition to protecting the 
engine against sand and dirt, icing, bird shikes and other 
FOD sources, the EAPS defends against the negative 

Boeing Reps Visill0lh CAB for Wavs 10 Improve Chinook 
By SGT Stephanie van Geete 

Pilots and crew chiefs, on left, from Co. B, 3rd Bn., 10th Avn. Regt. 
(Gen. Spt. Avn. Bn.) provide suggestions to representatives from 
The Boeing Company, far right, and the TRADOC System Manager 
for Lift, at a May 16 forum at Fort Drum, N.Y. 

Representatives from the Boeing Company's CH-47 development 
team visited Fort Drum, N.Y., May 16 to discuss ways to improve 
future models of the Chinook cargo helicopter with crew members 
from the 10th Cbt. Avn. Bde. 

"Boeing invests a lot of money into research and development to 
make improvements in future Chinook models," said John Guasto, 
Boeing's manager for Chinook development, "so we wanted to get first
hand information from the pilots and maintainers on what they'd like to 
change or see improved, so we know where to spend our money." 

"Afghanistan has very harsh terrain; (the aircraft) are flying hotter 
and higher there," Guasto said. "It's an operating condition you don't 
experience too many other places in the world, so these guys have 
first·hand experience in flying these machines in combat operations 
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under some of the worst conditions. We're here to see how the 
Chinooks handled it." 

During the hour and a half feedback session, 25 pilots and crew 
chiefs were invited to share their concerns and ideas for improving 
the Chinook. The majority of their complaints focused on functionali
ty, comfort and design as opposed to mechanical issues, and the fact 
that certain aspects of the Chinook's design conflict with new mission 
requirements. "Changing roles of aircraft warrant modifications," 
acknowledged COL Theresa Barton, the TRADOC System Manager 
for Lift, also participating. "Chinooks are doing things in combat oper
ations that they haven't traditionally done." 
. Although the pilots and crew were not shy about voicing their sug

gestions, some in attendance worried that their concerns would fall on 
deaf ears. "It is nice to be able to express your ideas and views on 
making a new product, but what would be even nicer is if they actual
ly used some of the ideas from the field," said SSG Christopher 
Wolsifer, a flight engineer. 

Guasto assured the group that, while he couldn't promise all of 
their issues would be addressed in future development plans, "we will 
take everything you say seriously." 

Boeing delivered its first Chinooks, the CH-47A models, to the 
Army in the 1960s, with the helicopter flying in every major combat 
operation since Vietnam. The current CH-47D model is in the process 
of being replaced with the just-released CH-47F model. 

"The type of improvements that made it onto the F model were the 
direct result of feedback we received five to 10 years ago," Guasto 
said. "Hopefully, the information we get today will help build the next 
generation of Chinook." 

SGT Stephanie van Geete is a photojournalist with the 10th Combat 
Aviation Brigade Public Affairs Office, Fort Drum, N. Y. 
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effects of salt spray and its potential for engine corrosion, 
fouling or power loss. Even though the EAPS has been 
designated as mission equipment, the full time operation 
of the EAPS would serve to protect the engine, given the 
aircraft are routinely required to operate outside their mis
sion profiles in unforeseeable adverse conditions. 

Flight operations in icing conditions with EAPS 
installed have been demonstrated at the Atmy Aviation 
Technical Test Center at Fort Rucker, Ala. , with no loss of 
power or restricted air flow. Currently, with the All 
Weather Screens installed, the rear by-pass screens have to 
be removed in icing conditions which could result in ice 
ingestion and compressor blade damage. 

Bonom line Performance 
The perception in operational units is that EAPS power 

losses will limit or reduce the weight of available loads. 
The most significant loss would be during the hover and 
take off phase. The calculated or projected power penalty 
averages 2 to 3 percent torque at a hover which equates to 
approximately 900 pounds. 

This calculated torque penalty affects performance 
planning for continuous power and all other power settings 
in the following manner: the predicted torque value for 
continuous power would be 2 to 3 percent less with a 
power turbine inlet temperature (PTIT) of 815 degrees for 
the 714A engine. 

The engine still has more torque available, but the PTIT 
may be slightly higher than the temperature limit for that 
power range. The only time the EAPS power penalty 
affects the engine is when predicted power required is at 
the top of the selected power range temperature limit. It is 
possible that with an engine that exceeds minimum pro
duction specifications, no penalty will be realized. The 
power requirements during cruise flight and destination 
hover are normally significantly less, therefore EAPS 
power losses are normally not a contributing factor. 

Over time, operating without EAPS will result in engine 
degradation from unfiltered air, which will more than off 
set the disadvantages of EAPS usage. 

Because EAPS reduces compressor erosion and power 
turbine glassing, the engine will not suffer from environ
mental degradation and will maintain its designed effi-
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ciency over a longer period of time - resulting in less on
wing maintenance and repair time. 

As demonstrated by the on-wing testing at Fort Carson, 
no power loss was detected on the engines during any 
phase of flight. 

Summary 
Near telm, the plan is to recover Long Can EAPS assem

blies from the field and convert them to Short Can config
urations and, along with new production units, the Short 
Can EAPS will ultimately be made available to all request
ing units . 

Future product improvements on the horizon for the 
EAPS may take advantage of advanced materials technol
ogy to generate lighter assemblies. 

In the meantime, the new improved EAPS will serve as 
the optimum device for engine inlet air filtration and 
engine protection for cargo helicopters. 

CW4 Hank Rexing is the fleet manager and maintenance 
officer for Cargo Helicopters; Paul Glosemeyer is the 
assistant project manager for the Product Improvement 
Sustainment Division; and retired CW5 Mark Samuelson 
is a senior logistician in the Cargo Helicopters Project 
Management Office, Program Executive Office for 
Aviation, Redstone Arsenal, Ala. 
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In 1911, Harriet Quimby became 
the first licensed female pilot. 
Twenty-one years later in 1932, 

Amelia Earhart became the first 
woman to fly solo across the Atlantic 
Ocean. More subtle milestones in 
female aviation are still happening to 
this day. 

On May 17, almost exactly 75 
years after Earhart's historic trans
Atlantic flight, CW2 Angie L. Harris 
became the Pennsylvania Army 
Natiomil Guard's first female pilot-in
command (PC) in the CH -4 7D 
Chinook helicopter. 

Harris has faced quite a few chal
lenges on her journey to becoming a 
PC, but she made it clear that being a 
female was definitely not one of them. 

At the age of 21, after four years in 
the aviation field, Harris went to the 
Warrant Officer Candidate School 
(WOCS) at FOlt Rucker, Ala., with 
the intention of becoming a pilot. 

A month later she was sent home 
when it was discovered that she had a 
stigmatism in her eye, a medical con
dition based on having an irregularly
shaped comea. 

"I had 20/20 vision and they sent me 
home anyway," Hanis said. "I was pret
ty bitter," she said with a cynical smile. 
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After working 12-hour nights at 
what she described as a thankless job 
at an electronics manufacturing plant 
for a few months, Harris decided to 
make a career out of the militmy 
instead. 

She started working at the Eastem 
Army National Guard Aviation 
Training Site (EAATS) at Fort 
Indiantown Gap and became a non
commissioned officer. But as luck 
would have it, Harris' dreams of 
becoming a pilot were not over yet. 

"I was completely content retiring 
as a sergeant major one day," Harris 
said. "Then, a year later, I came across 
an email saying that the Army was 
seeking laser eye treatment test candi
dates. In three days I was in 
Philadelphia having the surgery done." 

It was only a matter of time before 
a Soldier with the potential that 
Harris possessed was given a second 
chance, and six months later she was 
given exactly that. 

COL Christopher Latchford, the 
Pennsylvania state army aviation offi
cer, decided to send Harris to flight 
school again. Harris was ecstatic. 

"Kudos to Colonel Latchford for 
having the faith to send me back the 
second time," she said. "Most others 
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would have just said 'we already lost 
one flight school seat for you, we're 
not giving you another one. '" 

Harris' dream of being a pilot had 
finally come hue. 

"It's a great feeling when you jump 
in the seat," she said. "You strap on 
the seatbelt, and it feels like you're at 
the aircraft's mercy, but you know 
you're in charge of it. You make it do 
what you want it to." 

After graduating from WOCS, she 
attended the Initial Entry Rotary
Wing course and went off to the CH-
47D aircraft qualification course to 
h'ack as a Chinook pilot like one of 
her icons, CW4 Jeffrey Reep, a stan
dardization instructor pilot at the 
Army Aviation SUppOlt Facility #1 in 
Annville. 

"CW4 Reep is kind of my icon 
when it comes to the Chinook," Harris 
said. "It's like he just straps on the 
helicopter and it becomes part of him. " 
As it turned out, it was her icon who 
signed her off as a PC after flying on a 
historic cross-counhy mission. 

On the moming of May 17, Harris 
and her crew prepared a six -decade
old T-28 Trojan aircraft for a long ride. 

Harris piloted the Chinook that 
carried the sling-loaded airplane 
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CW2 Angie Harris adjusts the frequency on 
a communications radio during her run·up 
procedures in the cockpit of her CH·47D 
Chinook. 

halfway across the country to 
Minneapolis-St. Paul where it was put 
into the Minnesota Air National 
Guard Museum. 

"It was a little ovelwhelming at 
first," HalTis said. "I'm 27 and I'm in 
charge of this million-dollar aircraft. 
It's on me to make sure our passen
gers and cargo get where they're 
going safely. It's kind of a big deal." 

"I've been really lucky," she said. 
"I've gotten some really great mis
sions. When Katrina hit, I was down 
there for almost two months. I've 
done miSSlOns to Connecticut, 
Minnesota ... there's no better time to 
leam than during these missions." 

Now that HalTis has reached her 
short-term goal of becoming a PC 
with her unit Co. B, 628th Avn. Spt. 
Bn., she is focused on her long-term 
goals of becoming an instructor pilot 
or a maintenance test pilot. 

She would also like to retire as a 
CW5, she is currently a CW2. At 27, 
with 10 years in the service, she has 
plenty of time, she said. 

Han'is made it velY clear that gender 
will in no way inhibit her from accom
plishing her goals. "There's absolutely 
no gender bias (in Almy aviation), but 
it's almost like some females are intim
idated, because they see aviation as a 
male-dominated field," she said. "The 
only barriers I see for females are the 
ones created by them." 

Harris spent some time assisting 
recruiters, and came across many 
females who were reluctant to join 
based on their gender. She clearly 
does not have sympathy for females 
who use their gender as an excuse for 
not meeting challenges. 

"If you play the gender card, then 
that's one strike against you," she 
said. "New female Soldiers have to 
prove themselves to their superiors 
and eam respect, but every Soldier 
has to do that." 

It takes a certain kind of person to 
become a pilot, HalTis said, and there 
are no exceptions for females. 

"Some of the females I run into are 
both nervous and excited, but they 
just run with it anyway," she said. 
"Those are the type 'A' personalities 
that the Almy aviation field is looking 
for. It's definitely not for the timid." 

If that is the case, then the future of 
HalTis' Almy aviation career is look
ing very promising. 

PFC Matthew E. Jones is a photo
journalist with I09th Mobile Public 
Affairs Detachment, Pennsylvania 
Army National Guard, Fort 
Indiantown Gap, Pa. 
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Editor's Note: The 2nd Bn., 502nd 
Avn. Regt. inactivated on June 4 with 
its operations transitioning to the 
Theater Aviation Sustainment Mana
ger for Europe, u.s. Army Aviation 
and Missile Life Cycle Management 
Command. The author requested to 
share these thoughts on their success
fit! safety program before the unit 
inactivated. 

The 2nd Battalion, 502nd Aviation 
Regiment with the U.S. Army 
Europe was a theater-level avia

tion inteimediate maintenance unit 
under the 21st Theater Support 
Command that conducted limited 
depot-level aircraft maintenance, as 
well as port, barge and strategic air 
loading operations. 

Unlike a typical battalion, the 
majority of the unit was comprised of 
contracted field technicians and local 
national personnel who, along with 
an average of 30 Soldiers, accounted 
for a battalion sized organization of 
about 350 people. 

To ensure that communication and 
continuity among the three groups of 
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As with port operations" safety measures such as using whistles and wearing vests and hard 
hats, apply to airfield operations when loading helicopters onto strategic lift aircraft. 
Personnel must listen to and take all commands from cargo load masters. 

personnel was maintained, the safety 
representatives were co-located into 
one office. 

Configured this way, there was 
always open dialogue between con
tractors, local nationals and Soldiers, 
helping provide connections with bat
talion projects and operations and 
generating synergy for a cohesive 
safety program. 

Composite Risk Management 
Collectively, the three safety man

agers (militaty, contractor and local 
national) used composite risk man
agement, identifying and assessing 
hazards in the workplace and select
ing control measures to mitigate asso
ciated risks. 

These hazards would be identified 
through regular inspections, surveys, 
safety meetings and councils. 

As with any safety program, the 
unit hazard inventory sheet was a crit
ical tool and was maintained and 
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updated on a daily basis. 
Once the hazard was identified, it 

was logged onto the hazard inventOlY 
sheet and then a risk assessment is 
conducted on each hazard in telms of 
potential accident severity and proba
bility of occunence. 

The hazards were worked on a 
worst-first case basis, meaning that 
the worst hazards were prioritized to 
be conected first. 

Hazards were monitored, ensuring 
that the control measures implement
ed were working, and constant super
vision and evaluation was provided 
during the process. 

Training 
Quality and realistic training was a 

critical control measure in the safety 
arena. Training and education can 
reduce 99 percent of all accidents in 
the work place. 

The three safety managers regular
ly conducted performance-based eval-
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uations, ensuring that all workers 
were familiar and knowledgeable 
about their job requirements, that they 
understood the risks associated with 
their jobs, and that they practiced the 
proper safety procedures to keep them 
and those around them safe. 

For example, safety managers 
monitored hangar, warehouse and 
shop facilities, and the local national 
safety specialist could make on-the
spot cOlTections to Soldiers regarding 
safety violations, and the contractor 
safety manager was authorized to 
make on-the-spot cOlTections to the 
'local national employees. 

This one voice and one message 
. implementation of safety programs 
i was an important element in leading 
. the unit to a safe working environment. 

: Controlling Movement Hazards 
As an aviation maintenance battal

ion, the 2-502nd Avn. moved large 
quantities of aircraft in and out of the 
European theater. 

The battalion routinely towed AH-
64, CH-47 and UH-60 aircraft on the 
German road network for extended 
distances to deliver aircraft either to 
the barge site or to an airfield. 

Battalion personnel also loaded or 
unloaded aircraft from ships either by 
towing them or lifting with cranes. 

Along with towing aircraft and 
loading them on boats, the unit also 
conducted strategic air load outs at its 
remote site at Ramstein Airbase in 
Germany, or personnel were sent to 
other airfields and ports in Europe to 
conduct these operations. 

Battalion leaders regularly con
ducted coordination staff meetings to 
identify risk mitigation techniques 
and developed conh'ols for the many 
hazards identified when conducting 
these movement operations. 

Aircraft Towing Operations 
When towing helicopters to the 

barge site, coordination with local 
intemationallaw enforcement author
ities from two separate German states 
was critical to secure the route to the 
site. Also, the unit performed a route 
reconnaissance to remove any over
head obstacles or other types of barr i
ers before executing the operation. 

Contracted civilian vehicles were 
used to tow the aircraft from the 
maintenance facility to the barge 
loading site. 

Safety oversight was most critical 
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During barge and ship operations, the greatest hazard is personnel falling. into the water. 
Coordination with local authorities to provide shore patrol boats for security and rescue 
operations is necessary. Here, UH·60 aircraft are loaded on barges for transport down the 
Rhein River. 

during the hook ups and the actual 
pull of aircraft. The aircraft brakes 
must be off prior to the pull, and a 
pace vehicle must lead the convoy to 
ensure that aircraft are not being 
towed too fast. Coordination with 
both the American and German fire 
departments also occulTed to provide 
an emergency vehicle in the event of 
a wheel fire or to provide one fire 
extinguisher per tow aircraft for 
immediate response. 

In case of a tire blowout, a vehicle 
break down or any other maintenance 
issue, a maintenance contact team fol
lowed the convoy as the trail vehicle, 
which proved to be the best time-test
ed technique to address those poten
tial h'anspOltation problems. 

Port and Airfield Operations 
During barge and ship operations, 

the greatest identified hazard was the 
danger of personnel falling into the 
water. The battalion coordinated with 
local authorities to provide shore pah'ol 
boats for security and rescue opera
tions. 
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Flotation rings were strategically 
placed for quick and easy access, and 
all personnel were h'ained on and 
wore flotation devices. 

Other control measures included 
minimizing the numbers of people 
that must board these vessels (barges 
and ships) and ensuring that they 
wore lUbber-soled shoes with service
able tread. 

Personnel were equipped with 
whistles to stop all movement when a 
serious hazard or risk was identified. 

This was an especially impOltant 
element in the safety program consid
ering existing language balTiers. 

Similar to the technique of calling 
"cease fire" on weapons firing ranges 
when unsafe acts are observed, all 
personnel were briefed that when a 
whistle blows ... all movement stops. 

Other safety measures include 
wearing high visibility vests and hard 
hats for head protection. 

As with POlt operations, many of 
the safety measures, such as using 
whistles and wearing vests and hard 
hats, apply to airfield operations 
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strategic air requirement, similar to a 
convoy briefing prior to depaliure. 

This exemplified the education and 
awareness process and reinforced 
good safety practices. 

Safety OverSight from the Top Down 
Safety must always be emphasized 

from the top down and managed by 
evelyone in the organization. 

The 2-502nd had an active and 
fully-involved command safety pro
gram. 

The only way to develop a success
ful safety program is to ensure that 
each team member takes an active 
role, accepting complete ownership 
of program responsibilities. 

Safety professionals understand 
that their mission is to promote this 
concept to all personnel, including 
those that work to maintain and move 
helicopters in any command. 

With existing language barriers when deployed, all personnel can be equipped with whistles 
and briefed to stop all movement when a hazard, risk or unsafe act is identified, similar to 
calling "cease fire" on a weapons range. This is important when working in large areas and 
confined spaces such as with ship loading and unloading operations. 

This emphasis and focus ensured 
our warfighters were getting the best 
equipment that can be provided to 
them, delivered in a safe and efficient 
manner. 

when loading helicopters onto U.S. 
Air Force strategic lift aircraft. 

With the many moving pieces in 
this type of operation, experienced 
and trained tow vehicle operators are 
imp011ant. 

DUling loading onto aircraft, per
sonnel must listen to the cargo load 

masters and take all commands from 
them. 

Because of the inherent lisks associ
ated with these types of operations, reg
ular safety briefmgs and rehearsals 
were conducted prior to each operation. 

Mission and safety briefings were 
also executed prior to conducting any 

------ .: .. :. ------

CW4 Todd A. McElmuny was the avi
ation safety officerfor 2nd En., 502nd 
Avn. Regt., and has since been reas
signed to the Army 50 Southern 
European Task Force (Airborne) at 
Caserma Ederle in Vicenza, Italy. 

NOlninations Are Open! 

ARMY AVIATION 

AAAA Aircraft Survivability Equipment (ASE) Award 
AAAA Avionics Award 

Suspense August 15, 2007 

UAS Awards 
Suspense September 15, 2007 

Help Us Recognize the Excellence of Your Troops 

Forms available online at www.quad-a.org 
or call the National AAAA Office: (203) 268-2450 
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UAS Soldiers Eligible for Aviation Badges 
By SFC Justin D. Miculinich 

On March 27 the Awards Branch 
of the U.S. Army Human 
Resources Command in 

- Alexandria, Va., and the Aviation 
Proponency Office at FOli Rucker, 
Ala., completed the documentation to 
award the Aviation Badge to Soldiers 
serving in the unmanned aircraft sys
tems military occupational skill 
(MOS) career fields, primarily to 
UAV operators and tactical UAV 
operations technicians. 

Earlier on March 13, the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Manpower 
and Reserve Affairs approved the 
changes to the Army awards program. 

HRC released on March 30 
MILPER Message (Index #176) dated 
at 313012007 6:13:00 PM, Subject: 
Eligibility Criteria for Award of the 
Aviation Badge, Distinguished Flying 
Cross and Air Medal to Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle System Warrant 
Officers and Operators. 

The award of the Aviation Badge to 
UAS Soldiers provides for public 
recognition of the required high 
degree of skill, proficiency and per
formance of duties of these aviation 
specialists. This change will be incor
porated into the next revision of AR 
600-8-22, Military Awards, cUlTently 
dated Dec. 11,2006. 

The MILPER Message states that 
Soldiers who serve as UAV operators 
in MOS 96U, who have received 
training from Aug. 1, 1993 through 
Sept. 30, 2007; MOS 35K, who 
receive training from Oct. 1, 2007 
through Sept. 30, 2008; and MOS 
15W, who receive training beginning 
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CSM Donald Sanders, 
left, watches as his 
boss MG Virgil L 
Packett, commanding 
general of the U.S. 
Army Aviation 
Warfighting Center 
and Fort Rucker, pins 
the aviation badge on 
a ch ief warrant officer 
from the Unmanned 

.~ •• -- Aircraft Systems 
Training Battalion 
April 25 at Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz. 

Oct. 1, 2008 to a date to be deter
mined, are eligible for the award of 
the Basic Aviation Badge. The Basic 
Aviation Badge may now be awarded 
to UAS Soldiers upon successful 
completion of fOlmal advanced indi
vidual training (AIT) in career man
agement field 15, normally during 
AIT graduation. 

This action also includes the war
rant officers who serve in tactical 
UAV operations technician positions, 
including: MOS 350U, who received 
training from June 1, 2001 through 
Sept. 30, 2005; MOS 350K, who 
received training from Oct. 1, 2005 
through Sept. 30, 2008; and 150U, 
who receive training beginning Oct. 
1, 2008 to a date to be detelmined. 

Subsequently, Soldiers who have 
held one of the listed MOS for a peri
od of 10 years are eligible for the 
award of the Senior Aviation Badge. 
Additional infOlmation is available on 
the requirements for the Master 
Aviation Badge. 

Soldiers must ensure, prior to sub
mission for the badge, that they meet 
the criteria stated within the MILPER 
Message. The MILPER Message also 
addressed the award of combat 
medals such as the Distinguished 
Flying Cross (DFC) and the Air 
Medal (AM) to UAS Soldiers. 

The message further clarified that 
UAS warrant officers and operators 
are not eligible for the DFC and the 
AM, as they are not physically 
onboard the unmanned aircraft during 
the conduct of the mission. 

Since all UAS missions are by 
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1st Avn. Bde. Commander COL Michael 
Dixon, pins the Basic Aviation Badge on an 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems career field 
Soldier April 25 at the Black Tower Training 
Facilities, Fort Huachuca, Ariz. 

nature unmanned, often operated 
remotely from more secured loca
tions, the operators are ineligible for 
consideration for the DFC and AM. 

The first presentation of the Basic 
Aviation Badge to recent 15W UAS 
AIT graduates occurred on April 25 at 
the Black Tower training facilities, 
FOli Huachuca, Ariz. 

MG Virgil L. Packett II, Aviation 
Branch Chief and USAA WC com
manding general; CSM Donald 
Sanders, CSM of the Aviation 
Branch; and COL Michael Dixon, 1 st 
Avn. Bde. commander, were on hand 
at the AIT graduation to assist with 
the pinning of aviation badges on the 
new graduates. 

For more infOlmation or clarifica
tions conceming the Aviation Badge, 
contact the Aviation Proponency 
Office at (334) 255-2359, DSN 558-
2359, or email atzqap@conus. 
army.m i I. 
------ .: .. :. ------
SFC Justin D. Miculinich is the 
Career Management Field 15 Career 
Management NCO in the Aviation 
Proponency Office, u.s. Army 
Aviation Warfighting Centel; Fort 
Rucker, Ala. 
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Cav. Pilots Land Helicopter 
After Both Are Shot 

CW4 Leif Neely holds up a bullet that hit him in his right 
foot, leaving a big hole in his boot. 

CW2 Jason J. Anderson, left, and CW4 Leif Neely show off the injuries to their lower 
legs, the bullet fragments that caused their wounds during a May 16 night combat 
flight, and their Purple Heart medals. Both are expected to make a full recovery in 
the local combat support hospital at FOB Mazur. 

Edited from a Story by 
MAJ Juanita Chang 

I could hear the snap, crackle and 
pop. And I could smell the gun
powder. Then it hit me." 

"It hit me so hard that it threw my 
leg up in the air," said CW4 Leif 
Neely of Woodbridge, Va. 

"Jason and I got hit at the same time, 
so I don't know who got hit fIrst," 
Neely said refelTing to his co-pilot 
CW2 Jason Anderson of Crossville, 
Tenn. 

The two OH-58D Kiowa WalTior 
pilots from the 1st Sqdn., 17th Cav. 
Regt., were flying on a night mission 
over Mosul May 16 when they were 
both shot. 

Amazingly, the wounded pilots 
were able to safely land their heli
copter at the 28th Combat Support 
Hospital at the nearby coalition 
FOlward Operating Base Mazur. 

"We were in our command post 
when we heard that some local Iraqis 
were repOlting that there was a [car 
bomb] attack. We found it was odd 
that there was no chatter on the radio, 
as there usually is when something 
like this is happening," recounted 
Anderson. 

ARMY AVIATION 

"So, we fly out to check things out 
and everything appears calm from our 
view," Anderson said. "Then our tac
tical command center radios us and 
tells us to go check out two other 
locations and we do that." 

"Then we heard that there were 
reports that the Iraqi Army and 
Iraqi police were being attacked," 
Anderson recounts the events as he 
remembers them from his wheelchair 
in the combat SUppOlt hospital. 

At this time the pilots were not tak
ing fIre but heard over the radio that 
the base was taking indirect mOltar 
fIre. 

So both their aircraft and their part
ner aircraft maneuvered closer to base 
so they could help spot the insurgents 
who were launching the mortar 
rounds. 

"At this time, we felt a [car bomb] 
go off in town," Neely jumps in. 

The two pilots are both passionately 
recounting the details of the incident. 

"We could feel the concussion and 
the slight movement of the aircraft 
when the bomb went off," Neely 
adds. "And then, two more go off near 
another bridge." 

"At this time we knew this was a com
plex attack going on," with gunfIre, 
mortars and bombs, Anderson said. 
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The pilots assessed the situation 
from the air and looked for oppOlwni
ties where they could be of the most 
help to those on the ground. 

They moved to another area where 
they received repOlts from the lead 
aircraft that they were taking gunfIre 
from a wood line. 

In evasive maneuvers to avoid fur
ther gunfIre, the lead aircraft flew 
away while the trail , aircraft fIred 
seven rockets into the woods. 

"We were laying suppressive fIre so 
the lead aircraft could get away," 
Anderson said. 

Once they got away from the gun
fIre the aircraft flew near enough to 
each other so that the pilots in the sec
ond aircraft could observe the exterior 
of the fIrst aircraft so they could 
determine if there was any damage to 
the helicopter. 

Just when they thought they were 
in the clear, the pilots report hearing 
more gunfIre and seeing smoke come 
from the lead helicopter. 

"We realized the gunfIre was com
ing from the front helicopter, not 
going at it. There was a huge volume 
of fIre. It sounded like it was coming 
from evelywhere," Neely said. 

Then the gun fIre hit them. One 
bullet piercing through Neely's foot 
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and another piercing Anderson's left 
leg and through his right leg. They 
repOli that it happened nearly simulta
neously. Anderson was piloting the 
aircraft with Neely on radio. 

"We have both been hit. We are hit 
and we are bleeding," Neely reported 
to his higher command. 

Just after that the aircraft's commu
nications system went down, with no 
way to communicate. They had to fly 
themselves back to safety. 

"I looked at my foot and my boot 
,has a big hole in it and I'm bleeding," 
Neely remembers. 

"Then I look over at Jason and see 
he is bleeding badly." 

"My feet went instantaneously 
numb. I jammed the pedals and felt 

,the aircraft lunge," Anderson said. 
"We've got two good feet between 

us, so I think we can land it," joked 
Neely to Anderson as the reality of the 
situation was setting in. 

Afghanistan Field Report 

Both pilots took the conh'ols and 
together piloted back to base. 

"We were screaming in. It took us 
two to three minutes to get back. By 
this time shock was staliing to set in 
and we were getting light-headed," 
they recounted together. 

"Based on the amount of blood that 
he was losing I thought he might lose 
the controls. But somehow we man
aged to fly it together and landed safe
ly just outside the combat suppOli 
hospital," Neely said. 

As soon as the pilots landed, the 
crew from the combat hospital was 
there and began pulling them from the 
aircraft and stripping them of their 
gear, explained SFC Blyan D. Brown, 
a medic at the hospital. Both pilots 
were quickly treated for their gunshot 
wounds at the hospital and were up and 
moving by the next morning. 

The next day (May 17) COL A. T. 
Ball, their brigade commander, made 

Aviation Delivers Goods 
to Ground Troops 
Report and photo by SPC Aubree Rundle, 
Task Force Pegasus Public Affairs office, 
Afghanistan 

Carrying troops to various forward opera
tions bases and delivering essential supplies 
for ground troops to the countless outposts in 
Regional Command-South, Task Force 
Corsair (led by the 2nd Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt.), 
provides vital support to the overall operation. 

Aircrews from Co. B "Flippers"-of the 3rd 
Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt., the general support avi

a visit and presented them each with 
the Air Medal for service and the 
Purple Heart. 

When asked about their awards, 
both said this was the last medal that 
they ever wanted to receive, refening 
to the Purple Heali. 

The courage these two pilots dis
played during this incident is demon
strative of many of America's brave 
men and women serving here. 

Will they ever fly again? 
"Oh, hell yeah!" exclaimed 

Anderson, "I plan to be up and flying 
by the time my aircraft gets repaired." 

Neely agreed. 

------ .: .. :. ------

MAJ Juanita Chang is the public 
affairs officer 'rvith the 25th InfantlY 
Division 50 North Tactical Center at 
Forward Operating Base Marez, 
Mosul, Iraq. 

ation battalion of the 82nd Cbt. Avn . Bde.-are responsible for carrying out these types of missions on a daily basis using CH-
470 Chinook helicopters from Kandahar Airfield. 

"Every day we deliver pallets of bottled water, meals ready-to-eat, medical supplies and mail to the troops on various com
bat outposts in the RC-South area," said SGT Aaron Moss, a Flippers crew chief. "I love what I do and the missions we exe
cute." 

Aviation missions support ground troops with the 1 st Bn., 508th Inf. Regt. of the 4th Bde. Cbt. Team and other Coalition 
Forces in the area, Moss said. 

"These re-supply missions provide personal satisfaction when successfully executed," said CW2 Cesar Lirians, a CH-47 
pilot. "Spending seven years as an infantry Soldier, I can relate to the missions our ground troops are executing and provid
ing support for them is rewarding on so many levels." 

As the summer season begins and temperatures start to rise over 100 degrees in Afghanistan, daily water and food deliv
ery is important for ground troops in these locations to stay mission effective and focused. 

Pictured here, a crew chief boards his aircraft after dropping off pallets of bottled water, food and mail from the back ramp 
of a CH-47 Chinook into a poppy field during a May 6 re-supply mission to Soldiers occupying an outpost within the Region 
Command-South area of operations. 
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~VlA11ON Magazine presents the 
2006 Photographv Contest Winners 

Pi!jmy Aviation Magazine is proud to present the winners of 
our second annual photography contest. Twenty-seven 

members, submitting a total of 44 photos, competed 
with Army aviation related photographs taken during the 2006 
calendar year. We congratulate the winners and thank all of 
the contestants for their efforts and service. A limited number of 
May 2007 through April 2008 AAAA Calendars featuring these 
photographs are available from the AAAA National Office. We 
invite all AAAA members to participate in our 2007 contest. Visit 
the AAAA website for details and submission requirements. 
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Bill Harris 
Publisher 
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1st Place - "Night Ops Sherpa" 
by CW4 David D. Guffy 
De!. 1, 1256th Med. Co. (Air Amb.), Indiana Army National 
Guard, Shelbyville, Ind. 
Dec. 21, 2006, Salad Airbase, Iraq 
A C-23 Sherpa from Co. I, 185th Avn. Reg!., Mississippi 
ARNG, awaits her crew for another night mission in Iraq. 
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3rd Place - "Big Duke" 
by CPT Frank Tedeschi 
Co. B, 1st Bn., 104th Avn. Reg!. , Pennsylvania 
ARNG, Collegeville, Pa. 
Jan. 28, 2006, over Kosovo 
An AH-64AApache heads south after taking off 
from Camp Bondsteel across a cold winter land
scape on a mission in support of the Kosovo 
Stabilization Force. 
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2nd Place - "After 9" 
by PFC Michael A Nowak 
Co. C, 3rd Bn., 25th Avn. Reg!., Forward 
Operating Base 
Sykes, Iraq 
Mid-January 2006, Fort Irwin, Calif. 
A "first up" UH-60 medical evacuation heli
copter launches into a setting sun on anoth
er simulated mission during a long and busy 
day of pre-deployment training at the 
National Training Center. 

4th Place - "Welcome Home Daddy" 
by CPT Matthew R. Hamilton 
Co. A, 1st Bn., 145th Avn. Reg!., 
Fort Rucker, Ala. 
Aug. 27, 2006, Fort Campbell , Ky. 
The happy young daughter greets her daddy CW4 J.T. Snow 
upon his return with his unit from deployment in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom IV. 
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Honorable Mention - "Iron Triangle 057" 
by CW2 William H. Murray 
HHC, 101st Cb!. Avn . Bde, Fort Campbell, Ky. 
May 9, 2006, Muthanna Province, Iraq 
In support of Operation Iron Triangle, a CH-47 from 6th Bn., 
101st Avn. Reg!., takes off from the Muthanna Chemical 
Complex after dropping off Soldiers. 

Honorable Mention - "By Dawn's Early Light" 
by SFC Lisa Marie Duncan 

De!. 1, Co. B, 3rd Bn. , 238th Avn. Reg!. (GSAB), Michigan 
ARNG, Grand Ledge, Mich. 

Aug. 7, 2006, Camp Grayling, Mich. 
An eerie morning sunrise on the day of the last 

UH-1 H flight for the Michigan ARNG. 
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Honorable Mention - "Let There Be Light" 
by CW5 Mark W. Grapin 
HHC, 63rd Avn. Group (Theater Avn. Bde.), Kentucky 
ARNG, Frankfurt, Ky. Feb. 17, 2006, Kuwait 
Dawn's early light reflects off a thin cloud layer as the sun 
rises between a row of AH-64D Longbow helicopters on 
Udairi Army Airfield . 

Honorable Mention - "Comanchero Crew 
Chief" by SSG Kevin L. Doheny 
HHC, 159th Cb!. Avn. Bde., Fort Campbell, Ky. 
April 8, 2006, over central Iraq 
UH-60 crew chief SPC James Gray with Co. A 
"Comanchero," 4th Bn., 101stAvn. Reg!., mans his 
machinegun and watches for anything unordinary during 
a mission outside of the Baghdad area. 
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Honorable Mention -
"Night Mission Briefing" 
by SGT Susan M. Redwine 
HHC, 159th Cb!. Avn. Bde., Fort Campbell, Ky. 
Jan. 14,2006, Logistical Support Area Anaconda, Iraq 
A Co. B, 7th Bn., 101stAvn. Reg!. pilot conducts 
pre-flight checks in the cockpit of a CH-47 Chinook 
helicopter for a night mission to Taji and other 
locations across Iraq. 

Honorable Mention -
"Early Morning Surprise" 

by SSG Anthony W. Ettleman 
Co. D, 2nd Bn ., 25th Avn. Reg!., Contingency 

Operating Base Speicher, Iraq 
Dec. 15, 2006, COB Speicher, Iraq 

Sunlight glows on the clouds before it crests the 
horizon as a UH-60 Black Hawk returns to COB 
Speicher after flying an early morning mission. 
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Honorable Mention -"Calming Havoc" 
by 1LT Dabney A. Clifton 
Co. F, 3rd BN., 159th Avn. Reg!. , Task Force Eagle, Camp 
Bondsteel 
Dec. 8,2006, over Kosovo 
The view from the cockpit of an AH-64D after flying through 
some bad weather in Kosovo, fog rolls in while about thirty 
minutes out from landing at Camp Bondsteel. 

Honorable Mention - "Grand Canyon 
Chopper" by SSG Clint A. Wilson 
Co. A, 3rd Bn., 126th Avn. Reg!. , Massachusetts ARNG, 
Camp Edwards, Mass. 
June 12,2006, Grand Canyon, Ariz. 
A crew chief marvels at the sight and size of the Grand 
Canyon as two UH-60 helicopters return from Fort 
Lewis, Wash. to Otis Air National Guard Base, Mass. 
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AAAA Spouses' Corner 

Family Readiness Group Rules in Review 
By Judy Konitzer 
Editor's note: This is the first of a 
nvo-part series by Judy Konitzer on 
Family Readiness Group issues. In 
Part II Judy will help to clarify the 
Reserve Component FRG policies 
and procedures. 

The Global War on Terrorism has 
invigorated new levels of sup
port for Army volunteers espe

cially those connected with Family 
Readiness Groups (FRG). These are 
an informal network of family mem
bers, friends , parents and others, who 
together help maintain communica
tions about deployed Soldiers, and 
offer mutual SUppOlt, care and con
cern. With the prolonged conflict, the 
role the FRG plays in the overall unit 
family readiness has been clarified 
with new guidance on both operations 
and fund-raising. I would like to use 
this section to provide the most cur
rent information about existing FRG 
rules and procedures. 

Recently I interviewed Ms. Delores 
Johnson, the director of Family 
Programs with the Family and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation Command, to 
help us understand this better. 

JK: Why did the Army change the 
rules on FRG operations? 
Johnson: The role of FRGs has 
evolved dramatically from the first 
desert war (1991). The FRG is the 
backbone of the unit family readiness 
plan and is the primmy method by 
which commanders and rear detach
ment commanders keep families 
informed and connected. FRGs pro
vide a vital role for mutual support 
and concern. In order to facilitate par
ticipation in FRGs and more clearly 
define their responsibilities, the Army 
determined that FRGs were an official 
Almy entity to ensure the right levels 
of SUppOlt. About that same time, var
ious senior spouses were concerned 
about the amount of time FRG leaders 
and members were spending on fund
raising activities. Some FRGs were 
velY successful, inadveltently creat
ing a situation of "have and have
nots." To level the playing field and 
establish some guidelines to SUppOlt 
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Delores Johnson, the director of Family Programs with the Family and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation Command, addresses family readiness group ques
tions during the AAAA Spouses Panel in Atlanta, Ga. 

the FRG primmy role of mutual sup
POlt and concern, the Army published 
new guidance in AR 608-1, Appendix 
J in July 2006. 

JK: What are the most significant 
changes? 
Johnson: First, the status of the FRG 
was clarified. FRGs are an official 
government entity and may be funded 
just as any other commander's mis
sion supported program, and must 
abide by Army rules. FRGs operate 
using a variety of fund sources: 
appropriated funds, non-appropriated 
funds for volunteer reimbursements, 
recognition and child care, infOlmal 
funds raised through various fund
raising activities, and supplemental 
funds received through donations to 
the FRG. FRGs are not a private orga
nization, a part of MWR, a non
appropriated activity, or a non-profit 
organization. 

Second, informal funds are those 
raised and managed by the FRG with 
the annual income cap being 
increased from $1000 to $5 ,000. We 
purposefully set the cap below the 
level to match the below the target 
funds level of Internal Revenue 
Service scrutiny. 

Third, as an official Army entity, 
FRGs may not solicit gifts or dona
tions and cannot accept commercial 
sponsorship. 

50 

Finally, the Army established a 
mechanism known as a "Supplemen
tal Mission Activity Account" so that 
FRGs may accept donations and tan
gible items that exceeded $1000. 

JK: I was told that the Army National 
Guard does not have Supplemental 
Mission Activity Accounts (SMAA). 
Johnson: This is conect. The supple
mental mission accounts are managed 
by the Director ofMWR and apply to 
garrison operations. Supplemental 
mission activity funds are non-appro
priated funds generated from the 
operation of specific and unique situ
ations that occur in support of an 
Appropriated Fund mission program. 
The FRG supplemental mission activ
ity contains supplemental mission 
funds generated entirely by unsolicit
ed donations or gifts made to the 
Almy and intended for FRG or mili
tmy family SUppOlt. All other policies 
and procedures concerning FRG 
operations do apply to the ARNG. 

JK: How does the FRG organize for 
success? 
Johnson: The unit commander is 
responsible for family readiness. The 
rear detachment commander (RDC) is 
the unit commander's representative 
when the unit is fOlward deployed. 
The RDC must publish standing oper
ating procedures (SOP) and a budget 
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for the actlvltles of the FRG to 
include the procedures for requesting 
support. All resource support for 
FRGs such as meeting rooms, non-

- tactical vehicles, office equipment 
and computers, newsletters, tele
phones, volunteer costs, and child 
care costs should be authorized in 
accordance with the SOP and by the 
RDC. Commanders should include 
FRG leader input in the budget devel
opment and review the appropriated 
fund SUppOlt provided to the FRG the 
previous fiscal year prior to develop
ing the plan for the upcoming year. 

- JK: Does the AImy provide funding for 
childcare during FRG meetings? 
Many young spouses say they are 
unable to come to meetings because 
they cannot afford the babysitting fees. 
Johnson: Be reminded that the FRG 
is a conduit of SUppOlt and the respon
sibility for unit readiness rests with the 
unit commander and his or her rear 
detachment commander. Commanders 
can pay for child care, education and 
other youth services using appropriat
ed funds for FRG meetings for family 
members of Soldiers who are activat
ed for a contingency operation or are 
assigned duty in SUppOlt of a contin
gency operation, or who are deployed 
to a contingency operation. This 
allows more Soldiers and families to 
attend FRG meetings prior to and dur
ing contingency operations. Unit com
manders should work with local garri
son commanders to determine the 
amount of funding available and 
develop a strategy for providing these 
services based on local needs and 
resources. Reserve component com
manders should contact their State or 
Regional Family Program staff. 

JK: Can a social event take place in 
conjunction with an FRG meeting and 
appropriated funds still be used? 
Johnson: No. Appropliated funds can
not be used for the social event after the 
official FRG meeting. The FRG infor
mal fund can be used to purchase 
refreshments, pay for FRG pmties and 
outings for FRG meetings. Appropli
ated funds may be used to support the 
meeting, provide equipment, and plint 
newsletters and materials necessmy 
towards cmTying out the meeting activ
ities. All refreshments costs may be 
paid using the FRG's infOlmal fund or 
the SMAA, if funds are available. 
Appropriated funds cannot be general
ly used for food or refi:eshments. The 
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local ethics counselor should be con
sulted if there are any questions. 

JK: Should FRG funds be used to sup
port unit events other than FRG meet
ings? 
Johnson: Although the FRG is nested 
within the unit, commanders and FRG 
leaders must be careful not to confuse 
the FRG with on-going unit social 
activities not related to the FRG. 
Planning and contributing funds to 
SUppOlt a unit fOlmal, holiday palty or 
a division ball is not the responsibility 
of the FRG. CeItain FRG mission 
activities are essential and include 
FRG member meetings, FRG staff and 
committee meetings, welcome activi
ties for new members and the publica
tion and distribution of FRG newslet
ters. FRGs should provide activities 
that enhance the flow of information 
from command to the family and serve 
as a refenal resource. 

JK: Can the AAAA National and local 
chapters provide funds for dispensing 
to an Aviation FRG for events during 
deployments, etc.? Cunently, upon 
request, monies from AAAA National 
are going to the chapters for pre
deployment and welcome home cere
monies, balls, etc. - is this considered 
supplemental funding? 
Johnson: Absolutely. Non-profit orga
nizations may make unconditional 
donations of $1000 or less to the FRG. 
FRGs must be careful to ensure the 
amount does not exceed their $5,000 
annual calendm' year amount. However, 
for amounts over $1000, in the active 
Almy, the organization (AAAA) would 
make that donation to the garlison com
mander who would accept it using the 
FRG's SMAA account. The ethics 
counselor should be consulted before 
any donation is received. 

JK: Can donations be directed to a spe
cific FRG or does it become incorpo
rated into the Supplemental Mission 
Activity fund that the installation 
commander can use for any FRG pro
pOltionately? 
Johnson: The AImy has created flexi
bility in how the funds are directed at 
the local level by allowing the ga111S0n 
commander and unit command repre
sentatives to make these decisions 
locally based on deployments and 
other local unique factors. The funds 
do not have to be divided among all 
FRGs. They can determine which one 
or all units receive the donated funds. 
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JK: I find that many people are con
fused about the Army's policy on 
FRG fund-raising. When was the 
guidance published? 
Johnson: After extensive staffing 
with the field, the guidance was pub
lished in July 2006. I agree that one of 
our biggest challenges is to ensure 
that the infOlmation is conect and out 
there. I think due to the natural rota
tion of FRG leaders, it is a constant 
battle to ensure we have this guidance 
out to the right individuals. On instal
lations, the AI'my Community 
Services (ACS) staff train FRG and 
RDCs using the Operation Ready 
Handbooks that contain new guid
ance. We have established an on-line 
course at www.MyArmyLifetoo.com to 
make this easier. Additionally, I pro
vide copies of the RDC and FRG 
Handbooks to all Pre-Command 
Course attendees at Fort Leavenworth 
to ensure that new commanders have 
the most up to date information. 

JK: You have posted a lot of informa
tion to your websites, MyArmyLife 
too.com and www.ArmyFRGorg. 
Many young spouses cannot access 
websites. How do you get the infor
mation to them? 
Johnson: We use evelY venue known: 
radio, video, television and printed 
local militmy newspapers, etc. We 
understand we have a challenge here. 
We are working with our senior 
enlisted spouses' leadership to devel
op some innovative ways to reach 
junior enlisted spouses. This is an 
issue of interest by the Sergeant 
Major of the Almy. I would also add 
that the shOltages in family programs 
in both active and reserve components 
are documented, and the AImy is 
actively working this issue. GEN 
George Casey has highlighted family 
readiness in his seven key initiatives. 
So I believe we will see more atten
tion given to improving family sup
POlt and family readiness. 

I want to personally thank Ms. 
Johnson for taking time to not only 
address these complex issues, but also 
being a key panel palticipant at the 
AAAA Convention in Atlanta. 
Questions and comments can be 
addressed to judy@quad-a.org. 

Judy Konitzer is a contributing editor 
and resides with her husband, retired 
BG Thomas Konitzel; AAAA 50 imme
diate past president, in Augusta, Ga. 
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And Announcements Related to Army Aviation Matters 

Team JCA Files Protest Over Joint Cargo 
A ircraft Selection 
In a June 27 news release from the partnership led by 
Raytheon Company with EADS CASA North America, 
Team JCA filed a protest June 22 with the Government 
Accountability Office contesting the selection process 
for the Pentagon's new Joint Cargo Aircraft. According 
to Raytheon's Space and Airborne Systems President 
Jon Jones, Team JCA carefully considered the Army's 
selection process and weighed the merits and chal
lenges of an award protest following an Army debrief
ing. The protest centers on three points: 1) The selec
tion board rated Team JCA equal to its competitor on all 
non-price factors in its criteria , including technical, 
logistics, management and production , and past perfor
mance. 2) Raytheon beat its competitor's price by more 
than 15 percent. 3) There were errors in the specific 
evaluation of data and the application of the evaluation 
criteria. "We decided that a protest was necessary 
based on crucial portions of our proposal that were 
either incorrectly measured or not considered during 
the source selection process," Jones said. Team JCA 
offered the C-295 transport aircraft. 

Army Receives First New-Build Longbow 

The Boeing Company delivered the first new-build AH-
64D Longbow helicopter to the Army during a May 24 
ceremony at the company's Apache production facility 
in Mesa, Ariz. Mr. AI Winn, Boeing's Apache programs 
vice president, presented the keys and log book for the 
new aircraft to LTC Robert Johnston, Longbow product 
manager, and LTC David Kaczmarski, site Defense 
Contract Management Agency commander, while COL 
Mark Hayes, the Training and Doctrine Command 
Systems Manager for Attack/Recon, looked on. The 
501 AH-64Ds presently in the Army's inventory were all 
remanufactured AH-64A models. Boeing is contracted 
to deliver 45 AH-64Ds to the Army. 
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New CH-47F Completes Army Operational 
Test Flights . 
The Boeing Company's new CH-47F Chinook heli
copter successfully completed the Army's operational 
testing June 18 at Fort Campbell , Ky., one of the air
craft's final performance evaluations before fielding in 
July. More than 60 flight test hours were flown by Co. B 
"Varsity," 7th Bn. , 101 st Avn. Regt. with the 159th Cbt. 
Avn. Bde., with tests simulating numerous mission sce
narios, including air assault, combat re-supply and 
transport operations. 

BAE to Upgrade Laser for 
Army Helicopters 
BAE Systems, Nashua, N.H., 
received two Army contracts June 
18 totaling $54 million to provide 
a multi-band laser technology 
upgrade for the Advanced Threat Infrared Counter
measures and the Common Missile Warning System 
programs. The multi-band laser replaces an existing 
infrared jam laser and flash lamp subsystem to protect 
helicopters by defeating infrared-seeking missiles. BAE 
Systems will deliver four flight-worthy multi-band lasers 
to supportATIRCM operational test and evaluation, and 
concurrently will deliver 12 laser units to support Army 
testing and initial fielding of ATIRCM/CMWS. 

Predator UAS Achieves 300,000 Flight Hours 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. 
announced its Predator UAS series has passed the 
milestone of 300,000 flight hours, with over 80-percent 
of that time spent in combat. The milestone was 
achieved June 15 by P-135 while it performed an 
armed reconnaissance mission in Iraq. P-135 has flown 
over 125 combat missions in just the one year it has 
been deployed. The Predator series has flown an aver
age of 8,200 hours per month over the past six months. 
Since 9/11 monthly flight hours have increased approx
imately 800 hours per month to over 11,000 hours last 
month. 
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A160T Hummingbird Completes First Flight 
The Boeing Company successfully completed the first 
flight of the A 160T Hummingbird unmanned rotorcraft 

-1 June 15 from an airfield near Victorville, Calif. During 
the 12-minute hover flight to verify vehicle and subsys
tem operations, the turbine-powered T version of the 
piston-powered A 160 helicopter met all test objectives 
and collected extensive flight control, propulsion and 
subsystem operational data. The test marked the first in 
a series of flights that will demonstrate endurance lev
els greater than 18 hours. The test aircraft is the first of 
10 A 160Ts being built for the Defense Advanced 
Projects Research Agency and the U.S. Special 
Operations Command. 

_ First Pre-Production Sky Warrior UAS 
Takes Flight 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc., San 
Diego, Calif., announced the successful maiden flight 
June 6 of its Block 0 Sky Warrior aircraft from the com
pany's EI Mirage Flight Operations Facility in Adelanto. 
The company-owned aircraft completed all stated first 
flight objectives. The event marked an important mile
stone in the execution of its multi-year contract for the 
Army's extended range/multi-purpose unmanned air
craft system program. Built in the same configuration as 
the Sky Warrior UAS being developed for the ER/MP 
program, additional SW Block 0 aircraft will be pro
duced to demonstrate the maturity of the technology 
being incorporated into the program. 

Apache Helicopter Ammo Stocks Run Low 
ATK's Medium Caliber Systems Division, Mesa, 
Ariz., signed a $30.8 million contract in early June with 

the Army to deliver 400,000 rounds of M789 
30mm high explosive dual purpose rounds for 
the AH-64 Apache M230 chain gun. According 
to Army and ATK officials, attack helicopters are 
firing so many 30mm rounds in Iraq and 
Afghanistan that stockpiles in theater are being 
depleted faster than replacement ammo can be 
shipped over, requiring resupply by airlift to 
meet needs. ATK is being asked to deliver 
between 50,000 to 60,000 rounds per month. 
The ammunition is assembled and packed at 
the Radford Army Ammunition Plant, Va . 
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T700 Commonality Benefits AH-64D Engine 
Upgrades 
General Electric, Lynn, Mass. announced June 6 the 
Army's 18 new AH-64D Longbow helicopters ordered in 
April will benefit from upgraded in-fleet GE engines from 
existing T700 engines at the Corpus Christi Army Depot 
in Texas. The engines will be converted from original 
T700-701 or -701C engines to -701D engines and will 
also use controls featured in -701 C models. The con
version kits are produced in GE's Lynn Product 
Development & Delivery facility, shipped to CCAD and 
converted with the help of an on-site GE team. 

Contracts - (From various sources. An u*" by a com
pany name indicates a small business contract) 

AeroVironment Corp.*, Monrovia, Calif., was awarded 
June 15 a $17.6M contract for maintenance and repair 
for RQ-11 small unmanned aircraft systems. Work will 
be performed in Simi Valley, Calif., and should be com
pleted by Dec. 15. 

AAI Corp., Hunt Valley, Md., was awarded June 11 a 
$39.1 M contract for the Shadow unmanned aircraft sys
tems and associated support equipment. Work should 
be completed by Jan. 31,2009. 

Aurora Flight Sciences*, Manassas, Va., was award
ed June 7 a $6.1 M contract for the Orion unmanned 
aerial vehicle prototype development and test flight. 
Work will be performed in Starkville, Miss., and should 
be completed by Sept. 30, 2010. 

McDonne" Douglas Helicopter Co., Mesa, Ariz., was 
awarded May 25 an $18.7M contract for update of soft
ware documentation for the flight control system. Work 
should be completed by May 31 , 2009. 
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE 

Re-enlistments 

1st ACB Couple Re-Ups Together 
CPT Joseph Hamilton, left, Co. A commander with the 615th 
Avn. Spt. Bn., congratulated husband and wife SGT Michael 
Waller, an ammunition specialist, and SPC Alexis Waller, a 
unit supply specialist, after they re-enlisted together for six 
more years in the Army. The couple, married for three years 
and deployed with the 1st Air Cavalry Brigade, took the oath 
of enlistment at Camp Taji on June 18. Having both re-enlist
ed before, but at different times, Alexis said it was nice to have 
a ceremony where they were re-enlisting together. 

L T Chad A. Hines • 
L T Matthew P. Keenliside 
L T John F. Kovar ' 
L T Christopher T. Lamar 
LT Jonathon L. Norris 
LT Kevin D. Ouellette 
LT Robert H. Wells 

AWOBC 
W01 Joshua T. Mellor * DG 
W01 Jeffrey P. Tomaselli * HG 
W01 Teddy M. Nelson HG 
W01 Shawn D. Linnean HG 
W01 Dustin D. Rogers HG 
W01 Dane Rasmussen ' CLG 
W01 Martha Adame 
W01 Drew C. Aveson ' 
W01 Luis A. Baez 
W01 Steven E. Cappel 
W01 Samuel A. Cortez • 
CW2 Alexander D. Gilchrist 
W01 David M. Gool 
W01 Kyle G. Harris * 
W01 Matthew A. Harris ' 
W01 Andrew D. Harrison * 
W01 Jason A. Huntley * 
W01 William W. Leboeuf * 
W01 Joshua R. Lee * 
W01 Brett A. Milton 
W01 Steven T. Phillips • 
W01 John F. Price 
W01 Christian A. Ramirez ' 
W01 April L. Sanchez 
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W01 Vincent A. Sandoval 
W01 Joseph P. Shafer * 
W01 Leonardo Soto-Matos ' 
W01 Larry J. Tiemann 
W01 Andreas C. Turner * 
W01 Ian M. Van Abel 
W01 Nathan R. Whitman 
W01 Dustin A. Williams * 

Class 07-17, 53 Officers, 
Graduated June 27 

ABOLC 
. L T Krystal R. Green • DG 

L T Greg A. Pasquantonio ' HG 
L T Christopher L. Colley * HG 
L T Ryan A. Plowey • HG 
LTThomas M. Budge 
L T Rosa A. Delaney 
LT Joshua J. Hailey 
L T Bruce E. Hartt 
L T Jarrod A. Howard * 
L T Christopher W. Kegerreis * 
L T Kelly K. Kimber ' 
LT Michael P. Lally * 
CPT Todd W. McLean • 
LT Mackenzie E. Peffley ' 
LT Jacqueline M. Sabados * 
LT Christine E. Skerrett * 
LT Martin J. Skovly ' 
LT Jeremy A. Smith ' 
L T Joseph J. Strassner III 
LT Victoria A. Tennimon * 
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3rd CAB is Back in Iraq 
Aviation Soldiers from the 3rd Cbt. Avn. Bde., from Hunter 
Army Airfield in Savannah, Ga., came full circle May 29 with 
the uncasing of their brigade colors at the Baghdad 
International Airport, four years after landing here during the 
initial invasion into Iraq. COL Daniel L. Ball, left, 3rd CAB 
commander, and CSM Richard Stidley uncased the brigade 
colors overlooking the same buildings their unit used on their 
first deployment into Iraq. The brigade is now parking their 
helicopters in virtually the same places they did four years 
ago. The ceremony marks the 3rd trip to Iraq for the 3rd CAB 
since 2003. "We are the only combat aviation brigade to 
have deployed (to Iraq) three times," Stidley said. 

L T Stuart A. Welborn 
L T Jonathan R. Zettlemoyer * 

AWOBC 
W01 Kelby J. Jacobson * DG 
W01 Jason A. Hubbard * HG 
W01 David T. Litteken HG 
W01 Robert M. Streit ' HG 
W01 Shandi R. Keller • HG 
W01 Walter H. Clement ' CLG 
W01 Eric L. Allison 
W01 Steven D. Badgley 
W01 Christopher L. Barnes 
W01 Nathaniel B. Barton 
W01 David L. Beaumont • 
W01 Steven D. Bennett 
W01 Gabriel M. Caron ' 
W01 Finley Charlery • 
W01 Stuart C.Clark 
W01 Ian J. Dasmann • 
W01 Aaron C. Fosser 
W01 Rex A. Howard 
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W01 Miguel A. Ingle 
W01 William P. Jones 
W01 Jarrett C. Lesly 
W01 Michael J. McClain 
W01 Steven J. McPhee 
W01 Chadd A. Oswalt 
W01 Rayna L. Quinn • 
W01 Corey R. Roberts 
W01 Michael D. Slagle 
W01 Jeffrey R. Stiner * 
W01 James K. Stricker • 
W01 Benjamin H. Todd 
W01 William K. Woodward • 

DG = Distinguished 
Graduate 
HG = Honor Graduate 
CLG = Commandant's List 
Graduate 
• = AAAA Member 
+ = Life Member 
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Tennessee Valley Chapter 
MAJ Scott A. Hamann was inducted June 28 into 
the Honorable Order of S!. Michael at Redstone 
Arsenal, Ala. LTC Jennifer Jensen, product manager 
for Common Systems Integration with the 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Project Office, present
ed Hamann with the Bronze award on the occasion 
of his transfer. Hamann served as the deputy for 
Common Systems Integration for the One System 
Remote Video Terminal where he successfully devel
oped, procured and fielded 49 systems in record tim.e 
by deploying to theater multiple times. Hamann will 
next serve as the defense acquisition systems coor
dinator for Future Combat Systems at the Pentagon 
in Washington, D.C. 

Narragansett Bay Chapter 
MG Robert 1. Bray, right, the Adjutant General of 
the Rhode Island National Guard, assisted by COL 
Christopher Callahan, NBC v.P. for Awards, pre
sented retiring COL Kenneth T. Gareau with the 
Bronze award of the Order of S!. Michael March 10 
in North Kingstown. Gareau was the secretary of 
the General Staff and Legislative Affairs for the R.I. 
Army National Guard's Joint Force Headquarters. 
He retires with over 20 years of service to Army 
Aviation, six years serving as the state army avia
tion officer where he was a key leader in both fixed 
and rotary wing aircraft modernization. Gareau will 
next work as chief of the Support Services Division 
with the Providence Regional Office of the 
Veterans Administration. 
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Tennessee Valley Chapter . 
TVC President Bob Birmingham presented the Bronze award of the Order of S!. Michael on 
June 8 to MAJ Matthew J. Hannah. Hannah was the assistant Product Manager for the 
Apache Block III helicopter with the Apache Project ~ffi?e , ~edst~ne Ars~nal, Ala. He wa~ r~c
ognized for his many outstanding contributions to aViation, Including assistant PM for AViation 
Ground Support Equipment, where he managed ~even systems that supported ~he warfighter, 
deploying on three occasions to Iraq and Afghanistan to ~ersonally ensur~ .delivery and p~o
vide training to Soldiers in theater. Hannah also negotiated a $110 million contract w!th 
Longbow Limited that implements the future combat capabili~ies to th~ Apache'~ legacy Fire 
Control Radar and reduces the maintenance burden on Soldiers. He IS now assigned as the 
recon lead in the office of the TRADOC System Manager for Reconnaissance and Attack, Fort 
Rucker, Ala. 

Taunus Chapter 
TC President LTC Jonathan C. Fristoe 
inducted CPT Dario P. Calabrese into the 
Honorable Order of S!. Michael on June 1 in 
Germany. Fristoe presented the Bronze 
award to Calabrese, who departs as com
mander of Co. B, 1st Bn., 214th Avn. Reg!. 
at Wiesbaden Army Airfield. Calabrese com
manded a general support fixed-wing com
pany providing priority airlift missions 
throughout the European, African and 
Middle East areas of responsibility. The 
company has an 8,700 flying hour program 
for its UC-35A 1, C-12U and C-12R aircraft, 
and Calabrese's management maintained 
an impeccable unit safety record without any 
class A-D accidents. He and his family have 
relocated to Fort Leavenworth, Kan. 
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Griffin Chapter 
The Bronze award of the Order of S!. 
Michael was presented to Chaplain (CPT) 
Ronald Beltz by LTC Donald G. Fallin on 
May 18 at Storck Barracks in IIlesheim, 
Germany. Beltz was inducted into the Order 
for his outstanding contribution to Aviation 
while serving as the battalion chaplain for 
the 2nd Sqdn., 6th Cav. Reg!. and recently 
with the 3rd Bn. (AtkiRecon), 159th Avn. 
Regt. He spiritually led the efforts to sustain 
morale and provided comfort for more than 
2 000 Soldiers in the units he has served 
w'ith and while deployed to operations in 
Southwest Asia. Beltz is now attending the 
Chaplain Corps Advanced Course. at Fort 
Jackson, S.C. 
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HOUSE APPROVES 08 DEFENSE BILL 
The House Defense Authorization Bill 

(H.R.1585) for fiscal year 2008 approved on 
May 18 displays the efforts of many representa
tives and member organizations of The Military 
Coalition to support the armed forces, depen
dents, veterans and military retirees. 

SENATE TO REVIEW DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION BILL 

The Senate Armed Services Committee 
approved the draft 2008 Defense Authorization 
Bill (S. 1547) during the last week of May. The 
full Senate was expected to take up and pass 
the bill prior to the traditional July 4 break. An 
update will be provided in the August! 
September issue. 

DEFENSE BILL CONFERENCE MOVES 
FORWARD 

The House and Senate Defense 
Appropriation Bill Conference Committee is 
expected to agree on or improve most of the 
benefits approved by the House Bill for the mili
tary. However, it is difficult to foresee the time
line of the final passage of the Defense 
Authorization Act by both houses in order to 
meet the end of September deadline. 

The Iraq War funding that is contained within 
the bill rather than in an accompanying 
Supplemental Bill remains contentious. 

OMB CRITICIZES PROPOSED PLUS·UPS 
The White House Office of Management and 

Budget on May 16 sent Congress a memoran
dum strongly criticizing some of the pay and 
benefit improvements that were beyond the 
President's Budget prior to House's approval of 
the Defense Authorization Bill. 

Some of the OMB criticisms to the congres
sional plus-ups to pay and benefit improve
ments include: 
• Prohibiting fee increases in the TRICARE 
Prime or Standard, and pharmacy co-pays for 
another year. 

TMC believes that military personnel and 
their families endure unique sacrifices, including 
the willingness to put their lives on the line, dur
ing a 20 to 30 year career. The primary offset for 
such selfless service is a system of retirement 
benefits with health care coverage that is better 
than that provided to non-military government 
workers. 
• Providing a $40 monthly "military survivor 
indemnity allowance" to surviving spouses 
receiving Survivors Benefit Plan (SBP) annuities 
who are also authorized the monthly 
Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC). 

Previously the tax free $1,067 DIC replaced a 

ARMY AVIATION 

like amount from the spouse's SBP offering a 
small tax advantage. 
• Providing a military pay raise for 2008 of 3.5 
percent versus the 3 percent DOD proposed is 
intended to close the estimated 3.9 percent gap 
between military and private sectors at the rate of 
.5 percent a year during the 2008 to 2012 period. 
• Expanding combat related special compen
sation (CRSC) eligibility to include Chapter 61 
(disability) retirees with at least 15 years service 
and at least a 60 percent combat related dis
ability rating. 

Although OMB has opposed many proposed 
congressional personnel and compensation 
enhancements, Congress has displayed sensi
tivity over the years. Items in this bill must gain 
Senate agreement or persevere in the House 
and Senate conference committee to become 
part of the Defense Appropriation Act that is to 
be submitted to the president for final approval. 

TEST OF ZERO CO·PAYS FOR TRICARE 
MAIL ORDER DRUGS 

Rep. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) introduced the TRI
CARE Mail-Order Pharmacy Pilot Program Act 
(H.R.2319). 

The Act would require the Pentagon to con
duct a 2-year test to evaluate the positive incen
tive approach of offering free postage to over 
2,000 beneficiaries currently using retail phar
macies to refill their maintenance prescriptions 
with TRICARE's mail-order pharmacy system on 
a co-pay free basis. This approach is hoped to 
provide beneficial savings for the government 
and the beneficiaries to help combat increasing 
drug costs without a proposed co-pay cost 
increase. 

2007 WOUNDED WARRIOR ASSISTANCE 
ACT INTRODUCED 

Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) introduced 
legislation to ensure the medical needs of 
wounded servicemen and women are properly 
met. The legislation requires: 
• Case managers to handle no more than 17 
outpatient cases and to review each orice a 
week. 
.Creates a system of patient advocates. 
• Increases funding to hire additional physicians. 
• Increases training of health care profession
als, case managers and patient advocates with 
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an emphasis on identifying and treating post 
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and traumatic 
brain injuries (TBI). . 
• Establishes a toll-free hotline for patients and 
their families to report problems with medical 
facilities or patient care. 
• Creates an independent advocate to counsel 
service members appearing before medical 
evaluation boards. 
• Establishes a pilot program to improve the 
transition from military to civilian life for wound
ed veterans. 
The House passed similar legislation 
(H.R.1538) in March with a 426-0 vote. 

RESERVE COMPONENT GI BILL 
IMPROVEMENT 

A policy change by Defense Department and 
actions brewing in Congress are making head 
way to improve the reserve component GI Bill 
educational benefits. 
• DOD announced April 17 a policy change for 
RC troops that aligns with the Department of 
Veteran Affairs Montgomery G.I. Bill education 
benefits rules. 

The change from the DOD perspective is that 
the benefit now can be used by someone who 
leaves the Selected Reserves for the amount of 
time that they have served on active duty, plus 
four months. Guard and Reserve members who 
attend regular meetings are considered mem
bers of the Selected Reserve. The total amount 
of RC GI Bill coverage is still 36 months. 

RC members who serve two continuous years 
on active duty in support of a contingency oper
ation would qualify for both the Montgomery GI 
Bill and the Reserve Education Assistance 
Program. REAP was established in the 2005 
Defense Authorization Act for RC service mem
bers who have served at least 90 days of active 
duty service after Sep. 11, 2001, in response to 
a Presidential or Congressional call-up of military 
forces for wartime or other emergency service. 
• The 2008 House Defense Authorization Act 
consolidates the active component and the RC 
GI Bill authorities under the VA to help ensure 
more consistency in benefit adjustments. 
• Sen. Jim Webb (D-VA) introduced April 1 leg
islation (S.22) that would provide a sweeping 
World War II-style GI Bill for the duration of the 
War on Terrorism. 
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FALLEN HEROES 

AAAA is saddened to announce the loss of the following Soldiers with Aviation units 
serving in support of the global war on terrorism. 

CW3Allgaier CW2 Rodgers SSG Bagwell SGT Blamires SGT Hadaway 

Operation Enduring Freedom 
A Task Force Pegasus CH-47D Chinook, with five crewmen 
and two soldiers from Britain and Canada riding as passen
gers, crashed May 30 in the southern Helmand province in 
the Upper Sangin Valley near Kajaki, Afghanistan, killing all 
aboard. Numerous news sources report the helicopter was hit 
by enemy fire, a rocket-propelled grenade, after unloading 
International Security Assistance Force troops on a NATO 
assault mission. 

SSG Charlie Lane Bagwell, 28, of Lake Toxaway, N.C. 
SGT Jesse Allen Blamires, 25, of West Jordan, Utah. 
SGT Brandon Eugene Hadaway, 25, of Valley, Ala. 
All crew members were assigned to Co. B, 3rd Bn. (Gen. Spt. 
Avn. Bn.), 82nd Avn. Regt., 82nd Cbt. Bde. Avn., Fort Bragg, N.C. 

An aircraft shoot down assessment team from the Army 
Aviation Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala. , was sent to 
investigate the incident. 

Killed were: 
CW3 Christopher Michael Allgaier, 33, of Middleton, Mo. 
CW2 Joshua Robert Rodgers, 29, of Carson City, Nev. 

(Information from Defense Department news releases and 
other media sources.) 

NEWAAAA 
ORDER OF ST. MICHAEL RECIPIENTS 

GOLD 

Atihur H. Kesten 
Dorothy Kesten 

SILVER 

BG William Wolf 

BRONZE 

BG Michael Barbero 
BG Michael Rounds 

COL Wayne Detwiler 
MAJ Matthew JUly 

CW3 Cesar A. Ramos-Cruz 
MAJ Kirk M. Ringbloom 

MAJ Jon R. Spell 
MAJ Whitney B. Gardner 

CPT Joshua Stuckey 
CW3 Fred R. Maliin, Ret. 

MAJ Tony Davila 
MAJ Scott Hammon 
MAJ Kelly E. Hines 

CW4 Peter K. Schuessler 
CW4 Roger A. Graf 

CW2 James G. Atnold 
1 SG Derrick MelTiwether 
SGM Da Wayne A. Tigs 
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CW4 Matthew K. Rogie 
CW4 Michael D. Mock 
1 SG Eric I. Wainwright 

Juan De La Cmz 
Amado Garza 

Jim Welch 

NEW CHAPTER O FFICERS 

America's First Coast 
COL Peny L. Hagaman, 

President 

AAAA AVIATION 

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH 

SPC Donietta Smither 
April 2007 

Bluegrass Chapter 

PV2 Jillian C. Hewitt 
May 2007 

Bluegrass Chapter 

SGT Linda K. Wikel 
April 2007 

Keystone Chapter 

SGT Timothy Joffrion 
April 2007 

Voodoo Chapter 
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NCO OF THE QUARTER 

SSG Fatima A. Earley 
1 st Quader of 2007 

Tennessee Valley Chapter 

SGT Donald F. Hutchison 
2nd Quarter of 2007 

Washington-Potomac Chapter 

SOLDIER OF THE QUARTER 

SPC Antonia M. Adams 
2nd QUaIier of 2007 

Washington-Potomac Chapter 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 
CW4 Rene M. Doublier 

CW2 Ryan Harp 
Mr. James R. Nolin 

MG Rudolph Ostovich III, Ret. 
GEN Crosbie E. Saint, Ret. 

lLT William R. Webster 

IN MEMORIAM 
CW2 Theodore U. Church 

Thomas, F. Clark 
LTC Charles F. McGee, Ret. 
LTC Daniel G. Traver, Ret. 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Adrian F. Silva W01 Erick S. Renshaw GREATER ATLANTA CHAPTER COL Lloyd E. McDaniels 
Mary F. Steagall W01 Calvin J. Rich ATLANTA, GA THUNDER MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 
LTC Kevin M. Sutliff, Ret. W01 Eric L. Riedel LTC Harold L. Jones, Ret. SIERRA VISTA, AZ 
AVIATION CENTER CHAPTER W01 Eric G. Roberts GRIFFIN CHAPTER Robert A. Swann 
FORT RUCKER, AL W01 Scott S. Roberts ANSBACH,GERMANY UNIV OF NORTH DAKOTA 
2L T James M. Alexander W01 Ryan M. Robicheaux CW3 Jessy D. Eismann CHAPTER 
Mr. Perry W. Alliman W01 David A. Rogers Mr. Laurence G. Hoffman GRAND FORKS, NO 
W01 Billie T. Austin W01 Joseph S: Sakellar CPT Christian R. Martin Amanda K. Speare 
W01 Bradley J. Bartucca 2LT Jordan B. Sams HIGH DESERT CHAPTER VOLUNTEER CHAPTER 
W01 Richard S. Blanton W01 Ryan E. Sannicolas FORT IRWIN, CA SMYRNA, TN 
W01 Christopher D. Bracken COL Joseph L. Sieber CPT Michael J. Bustos 1 LT Thomas R. Alexander 
2L T Wyatt A. Britten W01 Nigel C. Simon Elsa A. Valdez 2LT Joel A. Mullins 
W01 Darrell L. Campbell 2L T Matthew R. Simpson IRON MIKE CHAPTER VOODOO CHAPTER 
W01 Etienne C. Cavallaro W01 Tad P. Simpson FORT BRAGG, NC NEW ORLEANS, LA 
W01 Guy J. Clouse W01 Mark W. Sluss SFC Terry Deese CW4 Timothy C. McCartney 
W01 Chase C. Correll W01 Steven R. Snyder SFC Michael W. Rakestraw WASHINGTON· POTOMAC 
W01 Aron B. Cunningham W01 Frank A. Stephens CPT Brian E. Roehl CHAPTER 
W01 Lucas C. Dahlen 2LT Evelyn Velasquez LINDBERGH CHAPTER WASHINGTON, DC 
2L T Klee Dienes W01 Carlos A. Velez S1 LOUIS, MO CPT John W. Dzieciolowski 
W01 Jason W. Dungan W01 Frank M. Webb Andrew G. Mills COL John P. McMullen 
W01 Adam M. Enge W01 Wade R. Whidden MONMOUTH CHAPTER WRIGHT BROTHERS CHAPTER 
W01 Brian R. Fullen W01 Jesse N. White FORT MONMOUTH, NJ COLUMBUS, OHIO 
W01 William L. Gerhardt W01 Philip H. White Michael Heussner MAJ Robert L. Holmes, Ret. 
W01 Wilfredo Gonzalez·Pagan W01 Daniel E. Whitlock MORNING CALM CHAPTER CW4 Philip A. Talbott 
2LT Caleb N. Grandy CW4 Donald P. Wilds SEOUL, KOREA 

. W01 Ryan T. Grant W01 James D. Wollam Lionel L. Adams 
W01 Jose J. Graulau 2LT Thomas J. Young CW3 Mike A. Corsaro 
W01 Michael D. Griffin 2LT Joseph H. Yurisich PHANTOM CORPS CHAPTER LOST MEMBERS 
W01 Michael Thomas Gudmundson BIG RED ONE CHAPTER FORT HOOD, TX If your name appears on the 
W01 Dane M. Harrison FORT RILEY, KS CW2 Joseph S. Valleroy lost list, please contact us with a 
W01 Kyle E. Hartman CPT Jeffrey S. Christy RAGIN' CAJUN CHAPTER current mailing address. 
SSG William J. Hembree, " CW2 Christopher M. Hertzig FORT POLK, LA 
W01 Philip D. Hickson BLACK KNIGHTS CHAPTER SFC Alex L. Woodell Edward K., Allen 
CPT Yantzee R. Hintz WEST POINT, NY SHOWME CHAPTER MAJ Maxwell J.Ammons 
2LT Brian J. Holleran MAJ James R. Yastrzemsky JEFFERSON CITY, MO W01 John G. Boeh 
W01 James M. Jackson BLUEGRASS CHAPTER CW4 Robert M. Lanning SSG Harry M. Chambers 
W01 Alexis J. Johndrow FRANKFORT, KY SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LTC George B. Cox 
W01 Mike S. Krajnik SPC John C. Barrett CHAPTER 2LT James E. Desaulniers 
2L T John P. Langebery SSG Brandon J. Davis LOS ANGELES, CA SFC Thomas G. Fenley 
2LT Christopher A. Marr 2LT Cliff E. Flanagan CW4 Wayne Solee John R. Jump 
W01 Gabriel I. Martin CW3 Stephen E. Hunnicutt STONEWALL JACKSON David M. Lewis 
2L T Rufus F. Marye SGT Michael B. Lona CHAPTER Charles Ray 
2L T Jason C. McCoy CDT Dante L. Steadmon SANDSTON, VA Stephen Saflin 
W01 Thomas W. McNamara CW5 Nelson E. Tatlock, Ret. SGT Gerald M. Owens James R. Scrocca 
W01 Dean R. Merkins CW4 Frank J. Willey, Ret. SGT Curtis R. Schoonmaker 2LT Jeremia Z. Sheehan 
W01 Walter J. Mingus COLONIAL VIRGINIA CHAPTER SSG Kevin E. Vineyard W01 Jonathan M. Sodomin 
W01 Patrick M. Montgomery FORT EUSTIS, VA SGT Shawn R. Wall 2LT Dustin J. Starling 
W01 Robert W. Nicklson Thomas E. Bates TARHEEL CHAPTER W01 Timothy C. Starnes 
2L T Aaron M. Orange SSG Russell P. Yount RALEIGH, NC W01 Tanner J. Swift 
W01 Daris A. Orr CORPUS CHRISTI CHAPTER SSG Ursula A. Johnson 1 L T Hans J. Thomas 
W01 Daniel E. Page CORPUS CHRISTI, TX TENNESSEE VALLEY CHAPTER Steven B. Waldrop 
W01 Benjamin H. Patrick Dr. Chris D. Bellamy HUNTSVILLE, AL 2LT Nicholas W. Young 
W01 Zachary S. Pyburn Marciann L. Young MAJ Michael Crossley 
W01 Scott J. Quiros FRONTIER ARMY CHAPTER MAJ Tony O. Davila 
W01 Robert J. Reardon FORT LEAVENWORTH, KS CW4 James M. Kidd 
W01 James P. Rehl COL Jim D. Bodenheimer, Ret. Ms. Frances W. Love 
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North Country Chapter 

National Convention 
COL Michael S. Rose, 10th Cbt. Avn. Bde. commander, 
was inducted into the Honorable Order of St. Michael dur
ing his brigade's formal April 26 at Fort Drum, N.Y. The 
induction was conducted by LTG Benjamin Freakley, the 
former 10th Mountain Division commanding general (now 
the CG of the U.S. Army Accessions Command), who pre-

_ sented Rose with the Bronze award and certificate. Rose 
and the 10th CAB recently returned from their year-long 
deployment to Afghanistan as Task Force Falcon, provid
ing aviation support to coalition forces and flying thou
sands of combat hours. Rose was honored for his leader
ship, professionalism and service to the Army and the 
Aviation branch. 

As his final act as AAAA President, Tom Konitzer presided over the presentation of 
the Silver award of the Order of St. Michael to AAAA Executive Director William 
"Bill" R. Harris, Jr. at the conclusion of the 50th Anniversary celebration banquet 
May 12 in Atlanta, Ga. Harris has worked with AAAA since 1987 and became the 
executive director in 1998. In the past nine years Harris has been instrumental in 
helping to grow the association and the scholarship program, create new national 
level awards to honor more aviation professionals, expand convention and sympo
sium activities and established the senior associates program and the strategic plan
ning and communications committees. Pictured here are (I to r): Harris; James Snider, 
new AAAA President; and Konitzer. 

Wright Brothers Chapter 
WBC President LTC Stuart K. Driesbach pre
sented the Bronze award to SFC Richard A. 
Pemberton following his induction into the 
Honorable Order of St. Michael May 5 at the 
Army Aviation Support Facility #2 in 
Columbus, Ohio. Pemberton, an aircraft main
tenance supervisor with Co. D, 1 st Bn., 137th 
Avn. Regt. , was honored on the occasion of 
his retirement from the Ohio Army National 
Guard. He next plans to work as an inspector 
with the Federal Aviation Administration. 

ARMY AVIATION 

Aviation Center Chapter 
COL Richard C. Stockhausen, director of 
Combat Developments, inducted retired CW4 
John C. Meyers into the Order of St. Michael, 
presenting him with the Bronze award June 7 
at Fort Rucker, Ala. Meyers, a project officer 
with the Directorate of Combat Developments, 
was honored for his many outstanding contri
butions to Army Aviation during his 24 years of 
service, including serving as an OH-58D stan
dardization pilot, instrument examiner, mainte
nance test pilot and a master gunner. 
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Aviation Center Chapter 
Department of the Army Civilian John A. 
Shaw was inducted into the Honorable Order 
of S!. Michael June 22 in New Brockton, Ala. 
His commander CPT Travis Mcintosh, Co. E, 
1st Bn. , 212th Avn. Reg!. , presented him with 
the Bronze OSM award. Shaw is a UH-60 
Black Hawk instructor pilot and standardiza
tion officer for Co. E at Lowe Army Heliport, 
which supports the UH-60 track of Flight 
School XXI at Fort Rucker. Shaw has distin
guished himself for two decades as an IP and 
SP, maintenance test pilot and maintenance 
test pilot evaluator around the world , including 
a recent deployment in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. He will next serve as a stan
dardization officer with the Oregon Army 
National Guard. 
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Upcoming Events 
AUGUST 2007 
• Aug 6-9 AUVSI's Unmanned Systems North 

America 2007, Washington, DC 
• Aug 25-27 NGAUS 129th General Conference, 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

OCTOBER 2007 
• Oct 8-10 AUSAAnnual Meeting, Washington 

Convention Center, DC 
• Oct 8 AAAA Scholarship Board of Governors 

Meeting, Washington Convention Center, DC 
• Oct 8 AAAA National Executive Board Meeting, 

Washington Convention Center, DC 

BLUE BOOI( Directory 
Air Traffic Control 

• Oct 29-31 AAAAASE Symposium, 
Gaylord Opryland, Nashville, Tenn. 

NOVEMBER 2007 
• Nov 28-30 AAAA UAS Symposium, 

Marriott Crystal Gateway, Arl ington, VA 

Avionics, ASE 
Protecting The Force 

.JANUARY 200e 
• Jan 21 -25 Aviation Senior Leaders Conference, 

Fort Rucker, AL 
• Jan 23 AAAA National Functional Awards Dinner, 

Fort Rucker, AL 
• Jan 25 AAAA Scholarship Executive Committee 

Meeting, NGRC, Arlington, VA 
• Jan 26 AAAA National Awards Committee Selection 

Meeting, NGRC, Arlington, VA 

------------------------------------------~---------------------

0
~ AVI'l»O ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (AAAA) 

'" , 1-· d . 755 MAIN STREET, SUITE 4D, MONROE, CT 06468 • PHONE (203) 268-2450· FAX (203) 268-5870 y>!, ,, ~ 

,s'OC I P.~P Please check one: DChange of Address DNew Membership 

I wish to join the Army Aviation Association of America (AAAA). My past or current duties affiliate me with 
U.S. Army Aviation and I wish to further the aims and purposes of the AAAA. I understand that my member
ship includes a subscription to AAAA s official magazine Army Aviation , and that my membership will start 
on the subsequent first of the month . Contributions or gifts to AAAA are not deductible as charitable contribu
tions for federal income tax purposes. Dues payments may be deductible by members as ordinary and necessary 

Rank/GS Grade First Name MI Last Name 

Sex 

Mailing Address 

Mailing Address 

City State Zip + 4 Code 

Active Duty or Civilian Job Title and Unit or Firm name E-Mail 

Area Code Office Phone Area Code Residence Phone Area Code FAX 

Consent: 0 I do o I do not consent to the publication or release of the above information to third parties. 

Signature Date 

Citizenship Nickname Spouse's Name 
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AAAA ANNUAL DUES 
Applications other than those listed below: 
( ) 1 yr, $26; () 2 yrs, $47; () 3 yrs, $70 
Full·Time Students; Enlisted; W01s; GS-8 DACs & 
Below; 
Wage Board 12 DACs & Below: 
() 1 yr, $15; () 2 yrs, $27; () 3 yrs, $39 
Add $5 per year if you have a foreign, non-APO address. 
Add $15 if your check is drawn on a fore ign bank. 

o Check enclosed payable to "AAAA" or charge to 
o AMEX 0 Diners Club 0 Mastercard 0 VISA 

Card No. 

Amt$ Exp. Date 

Signature:Date: 

( ) Army Aclive Duly 
( ) ARNG ()AGR 
( ) USAR ()AGR 
( )DAC 
( ) Army Retired ( ) Former 

3 Digit Sec.Code 

( ) Defense Industry 
( ) Foreign Military Service 
( ) Other _ __ _ 

( ) Other US Military Service _____ _ _ 

Check (,I) Your Professionat Qualification: 
Are you a former AAAA member? 0 Yes 0 No 

If yes, what year did you join? 

Chapter Affiliation Preferred 

Print Name of Recruiter 
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CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER 4 WILLIAM T. HARGROVE, SR. 
ARMY AVIATION HALL OF FAME 1998 INDUCTION 

CW4 William T. Hargrove has "done it all" throughout his 30 year military career. 
He began as an enlisted Soldier in 1951, serving as a combat engineer in Korea in 1952-1953, then as 

an NCO attended the Wan-ant Officer Candidate course at "Camp" Rucker, Ala., graduating in the 12th 
WOC class (55-Q) in November 1955. 

After earning his aviator wings and warrant officer bars, Hargrove was trained in the CH-34 helicopter 
and was soon assigned to Fort Rucker's Aircraft Test Activity and flew flight tests on many evolvingAtmy 
aircraft, including the "Huey" series (YH-40, HU-IA, HU-IB, HU-lD). 

Following wan-ant officer fixed-wing qualification in 1960, Hargrove was stationed with the Almy's 
Southern European Task Force (SETAF) in Italy. Here he attended the ItalianAtmy aircraft ski-school and 
was awarded the Italian Atmy aviation badge, becoming a helicopter mountain flying instmctor pilot for 
Italian aviators. Trained in helicopter instmment flying, Hargrove also established an instmment training 
program for the other SETAF UH -1 qualified Atmy aviators. 

During Presidential visits in Europe, Hargrove flew SUppOlt in 1961 for Mrs. John F. Kennedy in Greece 
and for President Kennedy's 1963 Italy trip. 

Later in 1963, following the catastrophic Vajont Dam landslide and water surge high in the ItalianAlps, Hargrove 
flew numerous CH-34 mercy missions. His actions during this relief operation earned him an Air Medal, the 
"Winged-S" air rescue emblem from Sikorsky Aircraft, and the Italian Government's Bronze Medal. 

Then in 1965 Hargrove deployed to Vietnam to serve as a field maintenance officer and fly UH-1s with 
the 151st TranspOltation Detachment. Retuming in 1966 to Fort Benning, Ga., he gained additional air
craft maintenance experience as a detachment commander. 

Back to Vietnam in 1968, Hargrove "accorded in testimony of his flying ability" flew as a UH -1 air
craft commander for all missions flown by MG Robert R. Williams, command
ing general of the 1 st Aviation Brigade. 

From 1969-1974, he was assigned again to FOlt Benning, serving as an aircraft 
maintenance shop platoon leader. It was here that he flew the stars during the 
filming of the Vietnam based movie "The Green Berets." During this time 
Hargrove served on the Officer's Club board of governors and his recommenda
tions provided the best service for assigned and visiting aviators. 

Upon retirement in 1981, Hargrove left an aviation "legacy of duty" as a 
Master Atmy Aviator with 7,200 accident-free flight hours, 1,200 in combat, 
qualified in 22 aircraft types, with his 50 medals including the Distinguished 
Flying Cross and 29 Air Medals, and numerous service ribbons and decorations 
from Korea, Vietnam and Italy. 

Tmly an Army aviator for the Army Aviation Hall of Fame. 
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THE C-27 J SPARTAN: 
HONORED TO SERVE 
THE JCA MISSION 


