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LATE-BREAKING NEWS ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTES

2008 Aviation Senior Leaders Conference

The Army Aviation Warfighting Center will host the annual AVSLC at Fort Rucker, Ala.
from Jan. 22-25. The conference begins with registration and an icebreaker on Jan.
22. Full days are Jan. 23-25. Conference information, registration and lodging sup-
port is available online at www.ruckerconference.com or by calling (334) 255-3245
(DSN 558).

Guard Aviation Grows

The Minnesota Mational Guard
advanced its aviation capabilities
with a groundbreaking Aug. 7 on
a new $34.5 million Army Aviation
Support Facility adjacent to St
Cloud Regional Airport. The
140,000 square fool facility will
support 300 Soldiers from the
834th Avn. Spt. Bn. and from
companies B and C of the 2nd
Bn., 211th Avn. Regt., and house
six UH-60 Black Hawk and six
CH-47 Chincok helicopters when
completed in January.

NASA Opens Astronaut Applications

MASA is accepting applications for the 2009 Astronaut Candidate Class through July
1, 2008. To be considered, a bachelor’s degree in engineering, science or math is
required. The Human Resources Command will release a personnel message with
Army application details in November. Soldiers selected for the program will be reas-
signed to functional area 40C (Space Operations). Additional information on the
astronaut program is available from the Astronaut Selection Office at (281) 483-5907
or online at www.nasa.gov/astronautsrecruil. himl.

Night Stalker MH-60 Makes Emergency Landing
A 160th Special Operations Aviation
Regiment MH-60 Black Hawk helicopter
crew made an incredible emergency land-
ing Aug. 29 on the outskirts of Bristol, Tenn.
The three-man crew was flying from Fort
Eustis, Va., to Fort Campbell, Ky., when
mechanical problems interrupted the flight
around 10:30 a.m., forcing the aircraft
down into the yard of Kenneth and Trudy
Wood on Denton Road in Sullivan County.
There were no injuries and only minor
properly damage to the Wood's garage
and fence. The Army Is investigating the
cause of the accident and compensating
the Woaod family for damages.

ENTER THE ARMYAVIATION PHOTO CONTEST

See Page 20 or go to www.quad-a.org for more details.
Send in your entries by Jan. 15, 2008!

AAAR IS ACCEPTING NOMINATIONS
FOR THE CY07 NATIONAL FUNCTIONAL AWARDS
SEE PAGE 67 FOR DETAILS
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AAARA President’s Cockpit

4y AAAA: Supporting the U.S. Army
£ Jj Aviation Soldier and Family

Mational Executive Board meeting in Washington,
D.C. during AUSA’s Annual Meeting.

A number of issues will be discussed there to include
AAAA's ongoing commitment to secure full Aviation
Career Incentive Pay (ACIP) for our reserve component
(RC) personnel; the newly formed Strategic Communi-
cations Committee’s efforts to make AAAA even more
effective in its reach and influence on your behalf; and our
efforts to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the formation
of our Aviation Branch next year.

Back on Aug. 26-27, most of the National Executive
Group including Senior V.P. BG (Ret.) Rod Wolfe,
Secretary LTG (Ret.) Dan Petrosky, Executive Director
Bill Harris and myself, met with our Aviation Branch
Chief, MG Duz Packett, during an off-site at Fort Rucker.
The purpose was to “blue-sky” how the AAAA can better
serve our Soldiers. Many great ideas surfaced on the Order
of 5t. Michael program, our national awards, and enlisted
and reserve component recognition efforts. The colors are uncased during the Sept. 16 activation ceremony for

[ have to tell you we were totally impressed with the  the 11th Theater Aviation Command at Fort Knox, Ky.
commitment of Duz and his wife, Ululani, to all of you who
wear the uniform. One example, Ululani just completed an In other news, the 11th Theater Aviation Command,
80-mile, three-day “Walk for Life” for the Wounded Warrior  Fort Knox, Ky., was activated Sept. 16. Our Executive
Project. The route took her from Dothan to Enterprise the Director Bill Harris joined AAAA Board member BG Matt
first day, then from Enterprise the next morning through Matia, the 11th Aviation’s CG, at the ceremony. This re-
Fort Rucker to Ogzark, and finally from Ogzark to the organization postures our U.S. Army Reserve aviation
start/end point in Dothan. Ululani raised over $1,000 units for success as they grow over the coming years. The
towards the $38,000 total. How's that for dedication! total professionalism and dedication of these troops were
truly outstanding and were reflected in a first-class event
as the storied 11th’s colors were uncased. Thanks to Matt,
CSM Robert Casher and LTG Jack Stultz, Chief of Army
Reserve, for all the hospitality and the opportunity to share
the event.

The Aircraft Survivability Equipment Symposium is
upon us October 29-31 in Nashville, Tenn., and the
Unmanned Aircraft Systems Symposium will take place
November 28-30 in Washington, D.C.

Don't forget the National Award nomination deadline is
January 1, 2008 for the Units of the Year, Soldier of the
Year, Aviator of the Year, etc, See the website for nomina-
tion details www.quad-a.org.

Next month [ will brief you on our 2008 AAAA Annual
Convention, our first convention back in our nation’s capi-

By the time you read this, we will have held our fall

..i"‘ﬂ?;lh

P _ tol in 30 years, April 6-9, 2008. Fly Safe!
AAAA National Executive Group members met with the Aviation James Snider
Branch Chief, MG Virgil L. Packett Il to discuss AAAA support AAAA President

Aug. 27 at Fort Rucker. Pictured clockwise, Dan Petrosky, Jim

Snider, MG Packett and Rod Wolfe. Jim.saider@qnad-a.ong
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THE COUNTDOWN HAS BEGUN

OUR NEW AIRCRAFT COMPLETION CENTER IS COMING

Aircraft Assembly &
Modification

Engineering & Design

Production-Level Kit
Fabrication

Laser Wire-Marking

Precision Machining

AlC

THE RESPONSIVE ADVANTAGE
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Painting & Coating
Software Development
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Flight Operations &
Aircraft Testing

Virtual Program
Oversight

THE NEW ACC WILL INCREASE
CAPABILITY AND CAPACITY

The new 100,000 square-foot Aircraft Completion Center (ACC) is
scheduled to be operational in February 2008, The ACC will add
even greater capability to modify, assemble and missionize
rotary and fixed-wing aircraft for DoD and OEM customers,

The ACC will leverage the experience, commitment, innovation
and agility AIC is known for to directly support our customers’
missions, www.aicworld.com/acc




From The Aviation Branch Chief

- S °E By MG Virgil L. Packett I1

viation Soldiers around the globe continue to make
significant contributions and achieve incredible
accomplishments.

Simply stated—the sun never sets on Army aviation.

From our units in Iraq, Afghanistan, the Balkans,
Alaska, Korea, Colombia, Egypt, the continental United
States and other locations, Army aviation continues to be
a relevant combat multiplier.

The challenges we face today are vital to America’s
security now and in the future,

Beyond the war on terror, the uncertain and unstable
world we live in has several potential failed or collapsing
states, unexpected alliances, breakthrough destabilizing
technologies, possible pandemics, dramatic environmental
events, global economic crises and transnational threats,

Additionally, competition for scarce resources (water,
food and fuel), changing demographics, urbanization,
stateless populations, the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, and globalization continue to have destabiliz-
ing effects around the globe.

The confluence of these and many other factors leads to
a state of persistent conflict. So we must continue to adapt,
innovate, contribute and learn.

The Army leadership recognizes that we are stretched and
out of balance. It is incumbent on us to adapt and regain
our balance.

The road ahead will require the same high degree of

strength of will, settled purpose, tenacious commitment,
passion and energy that our Aviation Soldiers have dis-
played for the past six years.

ARMY AVIATION

\g’ Future Vectors

GEN George W. Casey, the Army's chief of Staff,
takes an opportunity for an orientation flight in
the new UH-T2A “Lakota" helicopter during his
Sept. 11 visit to Fort Rucker, Ala.

Our future vectors as a Branch are clear: we will con-
tinue to prepare the force, reset, transform and sustain
Soldiers and Families.

We recently enjoyed a visit from GEN George W. Casey
Jr., the 36th Chief of Staff of the Army in September.

The day started with the chief flying the new UH-72A
light utility helicopter (LUH).

He toured the Helicopter Over-water Survival Training
site, the Seneff Aviation Simulation Complex where the
101st Combat Aviation Brigade was undergoing their avi-
ation training exercise, then the Combat Readiness Center,
and the Warrant Officer Career Center where he addressed
a warrant officer staff course.

This brief visit is an illustration of the tremendous
impact Fort Rucker has on Soldiers and the entire Army.

From the testing and fielding of the LUH, the training
and preparation of units for the warfight, the combat readi-
ness of Soldiers and families to the professional develop-
ment of our Soldiers, the entire team at Fort Rucker is
working diligently.

And this is but a brief snapshot of the continuous effort
here and throughout the Branch all around the world.

We are approaching 2,000,000 combat flying hours in
support of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iragi
Freedom.

In addition to our units in direct conflict, Task Force 49
in Alaska has stood up a brigade headquarters, moved two
battalions from Korea and Hawaii, and has been innova-
tive by exploring new gunnery and maneuver areas.

The re-flagged 1st Cbt. Avn. Bde. has moved from

OCTOBER 31, 2007
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Its role is vital

who fly it.

In times of crisis, America turns to its men
and women in uniform for strength, help and
protection. And now the Army is looking to
EADS North America and the UH-72A Lakota
Light Utility Helicopter to help fulfill its vital
mission now, and in the future.

than 510 billion annually and supporting over
190,000 American jobs. QOur products have
helped protect and serve America for over
20 years, and will do so for decades to come.

www.eadsnorthamerica.com

U.S. Army UH-72A Lakota EADS
Light Utility Helicopter NORTH AMERICA

Like the UH-72A, EADS has become an important
strength to the U.5. economy, contributing more

just like those «



From The Aviation Branch Chief
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3 Continue to Prepare the Force
3 Reset
d Transform

@ Sustain - Soldiers & Families

Aviation Proud and Army Strong! i

The Aviation Branch's future vectors include four key tenets.

B WAYNE POLLARD

4G
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Germany to Fort Riley, Kan., while significantly con-
tributing to the war.

The 2nd Cbt. Avn. Bde. has finished a complete restrue-
ture and reorganization.

We've stood up the Unmanned Aircraft System
Training Battalion at Fort Huachuca, Ariz.; the 3rd Bn,,
210th Avn. Regt. at Fort Bliss, Texas; and the Survival,
Evasion, Resistance and Escape — Level C (SERE-C)
Detachment here at Fort Rucker in the last several moniths,

V}ES'IWIN D.

Common Missile Warning System

In addition to having proponency for aviation training,
Medical Evacuation (teamed with the Army’s Medical
Command), Special Electronic Mission Aircraft (teamed
with the Intelligence Center), and for Air Traffic Services;
we have also been awarded proponency for Unmanned
Aircraft Systems (teamed with the Intelligence Center)
and for SERE-C for the Army.

We continue to train over 21,000 Soldiers a year at our
eight training locations. And we are in the process of field-
ing seven new aircrafl.

The lhist 1s incredible—we recognize and salute your
efforts, The U.5. Army Aviation Warfighting Center
remains committed to one primary objective: to ensure
that Aviation Soldiers have the best training and equip-
ment in the World!

We have a plan and will deliver results. We are ready to
meet the challenge. I'm proud of your service, coniribu-
tion and sacrifice.

Thanks to you and your families’ efforts as stakeholders
in the world’s leading democracy.

It is a great day to be the Aviation Branch Chief because
you represent the very best our country has to offer.

I like that—I'm proud to stand with you.

Aviation Proud and Army Strong!

L)
"‘"‘ l‘"‘

MG Virgil L.Packett 1T is the Army Aviation branch chief
and the commanding general af the US. Army Aviation
Warfighting Center and Fort Rucker, Ala.

ﬂ
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EO/IR is our only mission — to give your mission an edge.

We're EQ/IR from beginning to end. All key technologies and facilities are in-house. R&D innovations like
diode-pumped lasers and all-digital, full HD technology make us a leader. Global service and support
keep us there. The result: you keep your critical edge on land, at sea and in the air. Learn more.
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update

Army Aviation TACOPs Officers
A Cut Above Prime

?- ¢ By CWS5 Randall Gant with Joseph W. St. John and CW4 Thomas E. McClellan

ircraft Survivability Equip-
Amcnl (ASE) and the tactics,

techniques and procedures for
employment of that equipment is con-
tinually evolving for Army aviation.

The tactical operations officer, and
the TACOPS course that trains our
warrant officers, have also adapted and
evolved to the constantly changing
environment of our current conflicts.

As one of the four career tracks for
Aviation warrant  officers, the
TACOPS officer is increasingly play-
ing a more important, critical and
indispensable role in our combat avi-
ation brigades, as well as in the
Brigade Aviation Elements.

The following history of the evolu-
tion of the TACOPS course was pre-
pared by Joe St. John with the Army
Reprogramming Analysis Team sup-
port cell and CW4 Tom McClellan,
chief of the TACOPS course with the
Ist Aviation Brigade.

St. John's team and the coordina-
tion of outside agencies combine to
produce a true professional, capable
of meeting these critical roles.

he U.S. Army Aviation War-

I fighting Center creates some of

the best-trained warfighters in

the world. Few would argue the state-

ment that it takes a special breed of

warrior to operate in the complex

environment routinely experienced by
the Army aviator.

Among this elite population is the
highly trained warfighter, one that is
equally skilled in the art of joint
operations, as he is in the science
of electronic warfare, This officer
is the Army aviation tactical opera-
tions officer. These skilled Soldiers
are created at the Army’s Aviation
Tactical Operations Officers course, or
TACOPS course.

The TACOPS course was created

ARMY AVIATION

Tactical operations officers have an
important role in planning and sup-
porting combat ops missiens, similar
to Operation Gecko here helping to
hunt insurgents, weapon caches and
bombs in the Jurf as Sakhr area of
Irag August 21.

in 2003 after a need was identified by
commanders across Army aviation to
develop a specialized aviator skilled
in the details of aviation mission plan-
ning, electronic warfare and person-
nel recovery operations.

Initially, the tactical operation offi-
cer was qualified in his skill qualifica-
tion identifier, by graduating from the
Aircraft Survivability Equipment
(ASE) and Electronic Warfare Officers
(EWO) course, and the U.S. Air
Force's Joint Firepower Controllers
course at Nellis Air Force Base, Nev.

The creation of an Army-approved
course at Fort Rucker in 2003 signifi-
cantly upgraded the quality of training
given to the TACOPS Officer.

Under the guidance of then CW4
Greg Fuchs, the first class began in

12

March 2003 and produced officers
with a skill set tailored to Army avia-
tion operations.

The focus of training in the fledg-
ling course was on aviation mission
planning and personnel recovery (PR).
Before this time, there was little to no
formal training in PR operations.

Using contemporary operations
from Operation Iraqi Freedom and
Operation Enduring Freedom as mod-
els, students were trained to develop
very detailed brigade-size missions
with heavy consideration given to elec-
tronic warfare planning, PR contingen-
cies and PR task force development.

By the fall of 2003, Fuchs had been
tapped by the commanding general of
Fort Rucker to head up a team
charged with investigating the combat

OCTOBER 31, 2007
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update
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infrared countermeasure system to students,

loss of Army aircraft in OIF and OEF.

The reigns of the TACOPS course
were later passed to CW3 Joe St. John,
who expanded the mission planning
scenarios, coordinated the expertise of
the Missile and Space Intelligence
Center, the Joint Personnel Recovery
Agency, the Army Reprogramming
Analysis Team, and the Tactical
Terrain Visualization System into the
course and tailored the practical exer-
cises in order to make full utility of
near-real-time intelligence and daily
aircrew information,

Still relying on the ASE/EWO
course to provide the foundation of
electronic warfare training for poten-
tial TACOPS officers, it was decided
in mid-2005 to combine the two cours-
es into one 6-week course that would
produce the aviation TACOPS officer.

This merger was completed by the
beginning of fiscal year 2006 so that by
the end of that calendar year the first
group of 24 officers had graduated.

The merger of these two technical
courses had many benefits and the
quality of the resulting product
proved the value of the merger.

The most significant benefit of the
merger was the increase in the size of
the course cadre.

Skilled instructors from the
ASE/EWO course now focused their
expertise on the TACOPS students in
that discipline.

Subject matter experts from across
the Army were brought in to concen-
trate on mission planning, joint oper-
ations or personnel recovery.

ARMY AVIATION

TACOPS course chief CW4 Thomas McClellan explains the inner workings of the ALQ-144

Hardened by numerous combat
missions in OIF/OEF, as well as a vast
depth of aviation experience, the
cadre is further honed through formal
schooling, senior instructor mentoring
and, certainly not least, interaction
with warfighters in the classroom.

Today with six highly trained offi-
cers and Department of the Army
civilians, the course cadre produces
skilled, competent and knowledge-
able aviation warfighters.

The structure of the 6-week course
is still built upon the three primary
areas of responsibility for the
TACOPS officer: aircraft survivabili-
ty equipment and electronic warfare,
aviation mission planning, and per-
sonnel recovery.

Under the leadership of CW4
Thomas McClellan, the cadre repre-
sents a wide diversity of Army avia-
tion mission experience from a vari-
ety of platforms and from brigade
experience down.

Along with McClellan, DAC Gary
Fugate provides the basis for the rest
of the course material in the area of
combat survivability.

Detailed instruction on radar theo-
ry, infrared and laser theory, coupled
with an examination of the ASE sys-
tems, gives students an in-depth
understanding of the threat posed in
the combat environment,

This knowledge is further devel-
oped during the next phase of the
course which focuses on aviation mis-
sion planning. Students are intro-
duced to the aviation mission plan-

14

ning system, known as AMPS, by
CWd Matt Harris and DAC Richard
McHenry and after they have suffi-
cient functionality on AMPS, they are
taught to apply that to the tactical ter-
rain visualization system or T2VS.,

CW4 Bryon McCrary and CW3
Lois Sharpe provide students with an
outstanding understanding of joint
operations and PR operations.

Through innovation and the incor-
poration of lessons learned in the
fight, the course leads the way in this
vital area of PR mission planning.

As much as any other military
course of Instruction, the course
draws on a variety of knowledge and
expertise from outside its core cadre
and by the subject matter experts pro-
vided by external support agencies.

Motable among these guest speakers
is the long-standing relationship
between the EWO community (now
TACOPS) and the Army Reprogram-
ming Analysis Team (ARAT) from the
Army’s Communications-Electronic
Command, Fort Monmouth, N.J1.

ARAT has been involved in train-
ing Army aviation EW officers almost
since the creation of that course in the
mid-1990s.

The creation of the ARAT Support
Cell (ARAT-SC) at the Aviation
Warfighting Center has further
strengthened this relationship. In
addition to ARAT-SC, other guest
speakers have provided significant
support to the quality of the course.

The Missile and Space Intelligence
Center is among those adding to the
COUrsc,

With the ever-present threat of man
portable air defense systems, the
expertise and insight provided by Jim
Rountree and Jeff Davis, senior ana-
lysts, have proven invaluable.

The course also provides periodic
support, such as available, from other
agencies as the Central Intelligence
Agency and the Joint Aircraft
Survivability Program Office.

CW3 Leonard Eichhorn, the chief
of the Aircraft Shoot Down
Assessment Team (ASDAT), and his
team provide support in forensic
analysis and shoot-down assessments.

The support of the stable of guest
speakers—combined with the strength
of the cadre—provides TACOPS stu-
dents with a wealth of critical
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update

warfighting skills which are proven
daily as invaluable to the commander.

The course trains 225 students per
year from both the active and reserve
components, and from aircraft types.

Potential students must be aviation
warrant officers in grades CW2 or
higher, rated as a pilot-in-command
with greater than 50 hours of PIC time,
and possess a valid secret clearance.

Obviously, this is not an entry level
job. The learning curve is steep and
the job is especially challenging.

But for those warriors that are a cut
above prime, the tactical operations
officer course will provide the tools
necessary to excel.

I would like to thank the cadre of the
TACOPS course for all they do to pro-
duce this group of professionals with a
current, relevant and critical skill-set
that is much needed and much sought
after throughout Army aviation.

For more information about the
TACOPS course, please call (334) 255-
2023 (DSN 558) or email the course
chief at thomas. meclellan(@us.arnyvmil,

ARMY PHOTO BY JOSEPH W, 8T, JOHN

TACOPS students also learn about the capabilities of both U.S. and foreign made surface-to-
air anti-aircraft missiles. Here CW4 Thomas McClellan explains how an IR seeker head func-

tions on an anti-aircraft missile.

e
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CW3 Randall Gant is the chief warrant

afficer af the Aviation Branch at the
LLS. Army Aviation Warfighting Center,
Fort Rucker, Ala. Retived CW3 Joseph
W. St John is a liaison with the Army
Reprogramming Analysis Team Support

Cell from the Army 5 Communications-
Electronic Command, Fort Monmmouth,
NI, and also based at Fort Rucker:
CW4 Thomas E. MeClellan is the
chief of the Tactical Operations
Officers Course, st Aviation Brigade,
Fart Rucker.
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he Army is a people business as
I our Soldiers are the lifeblood of
our organization.

We in the Aviation branch work
very hard to ensure we have the right
mix of doctrine, organization and
material for our aviation formations,

However, our current Army avia-
tion transformation efforts aren't just
about new aircraft or new tactics, tech-
niques and procedures. Some of our
transformation efforts are in the area
of non-commissioned officer training.

That is, we are changing not just
what we train, but how we train our
NCOs to conduct their duties.

Our previous Army Chief of Staff
wanted Soldiers who were pentath-
letes. He wanted Soldiers who are
well versed in their whole profession
and not proficient in just a narrow
segment of their duties.

In the contemporary operating
environment our aviation NCOs must
be skilled in a myriad of areas in order
to accomplish their duties. Of course,
to do this requires change in both the
mindset and the training of our NCOs,

For example, take the old military
occupational specialty 15K (allied
shops supervisor) now on the new
Modified Tables of Organization and
Equipment in the combat aviation
brigade, it places the 15K NCO in
positions such as production control
NCO in Charge.

So, we have had to transform and
change the way we trained these
NCOs in order to be more effective in
their new positions.

Meeting Changing Needs

Some say that change is good; oth-
ers would disagree. Some would fur-
ther say that the only constant in the
Army is change.

But whether we agree or not, Army
aviation is undergoing transformation
and the U.S. Army Aviation Logistics
School (USAALS) at Fort Eustis, Va,,

ARMY AVIATION

Command Sergeant Major Update

Aircraft Component Repair
Supervisor Training
Meeting the Challenges of the 15K

By CSM Donald R. Sanders with William Tipps and SFC Bobby Lucas

Changes in training at USAALS are helping 15K production control NCOs work smarter and
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more effectively when planning scheduled and unscheduled maintenance. Here, PFC
Matthew Ashby, a UH-60 helicopter mechanic with Co. C, 2nd Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt., 82nd Cbt.
Avn. Bde., checks the lube spindle on a Black Hawk during routine maintenance inspections
on Aug. 18 at Forward Operations Base Salerno, Afghanistan.

has changed the way of teaching the
new 15K (aircraft component repair
supervisor) Advanced Noncommis-
sioned Officer Course (ANCOC).

A 15K NCO must be knowledge-
able in the duties of the 15B (engine),
15D (powertrain), 15F (electrician),
15G (structures), 15H (hydraulics)
and 15N (avionics); in short, all air-
craft component repair and related
administrative functions of a platoon
sergeant and a shops supervisor,

The 15K personnel attending the
course achieve this knowledge by
spending two to three days in each
shop where they receive instruction
on specific shop requirements as spe-
cial tools, shop sets, and changes in
the tables of organization and equip-
ment (TO&E).

Upon completion of the course, a
15K is better equipped to assume the
duties of production control NCO in
Charge (PC NCOIC).

It makes you wonder if those that
say “change is good” are 15Ks.

16

Transforming Training

Recent transformation in the 15K
course curriculum includes nine new
subjects that have also been incorpo-
rated into the rest of the 40 level of
the 15 series carcer management field
(CMF) training,

These new subjects will help pre-
pare senior NCOs for possible future
deployments.

The recent changes now include a
standard common aviation manage-
ment (CAM) track for all of CMF 15.

CAM course is 126 hours long and
includes training on TO&E and non-
tactical unit specific differences, acci-
dent investigation and reporting, con-
voy operations, DA Forms 1352 and
1352-1, ULLS-A SCP-6, command
supply discipline; air, rail and sea
movements; hazardous materials and
Occupational  Safety & Health
Administration requirements, and a
situation training exercise.

The 15K curriculum has also
implemented individual aircraft main-

OCTOBER 31, 2007 |



At USAA, retirement is defined by you:
A Retirement Advisor who speaks your language
A comprehensive product mix to meet your needs.
Onling and on-the-phone access, on your terms.
With USAR, insurance is just the start ...

' DO YOU REALLY ENJOY TINKERING
. WITH YOUR RETIREMENT INVESTMENTS?

e - With the right guidance and the right tools, you won't have to. Instead, your retirement portfolio
"Q will align with your retirement goals. Talk to a USAA Retirement Advisor and see how the power
e of stock trading and mutual funds could supplement your current savings and military benefits.

.

Look to USAA, and look forward to retirement

B Retire here: Usaa.com/retirement or 800.531.3387.

We know what it means to serve.”

ar

USM INSURANCE + BANKING - INVESTMENTS « MEMBER SERVICES

Consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of the USAA mutual funds carefully before investing. Call (800) 531-8910 for a
,ﬂrfj.‘:.Spﬁ:'m:; containing this and other information about the funds from USAA lnvestment Management Company, Distributor. Read it carefully
before g

5 Company, a registered broker dealer, USAA means United Senvices Automobiie Associ aHI_hate.a. Financial

:-'.'1:5'. nc. (known as LISAA Financial Insurance Agency in Californial, and USAA Financial A - dered broker dealer.



RN PHOTO BY SFC ELIZABETH S8ITH

Command Sergeant Major Update

556G Robert Townsend, center, an instructor in the 15B Engine Course, instructs students on
how to perform an inspection on a T55-GA-T14A engine second-stage turbine nozzle, The
15K aircraft component repair supervisor must be knowledgeable on a variety on aviation
maintenance skills performed by such Soldiers as the 15B.

tenance for the UH-60, CH-47, AH-
64 and the OH-58 to give an under-
standing, from a PC NCOIC’s point
of view, of what is required to support
these airframes.

The training includes an under-
standing of phase, scheduled and

unscheduled maintenance, as well as
the personnel, time and equipment
required to support each airframe.
What makes this training work is
that the 15K is taught by an experi-
enced NCO or civilian on each air-
frame. The 15K is then able to gain a

_ Army Aviation Center

. Federal Credit Union
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better insight on the unique require-
ments for each of the airframes.

Better Understanding

Another change was to provide the
15K NCO with an understanding of
aviation logistics operations.

The 15Ks are taught on the subject
of the Defense Logistics Agency
{DLA) and how to track parts that are
on order; check on the status, quantity
and location of parts in the system;
and how to contact item managers for
those parts.

The class is taught by an experi-
enced 15]A maintenance technician
and guest speakers from the DLA.,

During this block of instruction, the
15Ks are given a class on briefing
techniques and then teamed with 151A
maintenance technician students.

As a follow-up, the students are
then given a real world PC scenario
where they must brief the USAALS
commander on the status of the parts
and solutions for the problems pre-
sented in the scenarios.

This experience further prepares
the 15K student for his or her role as
a PC NCOIC.

Summary

So, 15 change good? In this case,
yes. The 15K ANCOC students con-
tinue to receive training on a higher
level to meet the ever-changing world
situations and the role the Army plays
in these situations,

The training will continue to
change as the influence of the con-
temporary operating environment,
Army transformation and global cir-
cumstances require change.

Today’s Soldiers and future avia-
tion Soldiers deserve the best trained
MNCOs we can provide.

Above the Best!

o

CSM Donald R. Sanders is the com-
mand sergeant major of the Aviation
branch at the US. Army Aviation
Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala.
William “Rocky” Tipps is the 15K
cotrse manager and SFC Bobby Lucas
is the 15B course manager with the
U8, Army Aviation Logistics School,
Fort Eustis, Va. They can be reached
at rocky.tipps@econus.army.mil and
bobby. fncasi@conus.army.mil.
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U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center Spotlight

By BG William H. Forrester

achieved great strides in reducing accidental losses in
our Army for fiscal year 2007.

While this is indeed a good news story, projections tell us
we will lose more than 200 Soldiers by the end of this fiscal
year. Additionally, the number of lost work hours due to
injuries and illnesses, including our civilian work force, is
expected to cost the Army $180 million for FY 2007, These
losses are our most precious resources—Iloss of combat
power, losses to our formations and losses to our families.

You stepped up and engaged Soldiers, and you continue
proactive efforts in shifting the Army’s safety culture. We
see our culture of “never leaving a fallen comrade,”
regardless of where or how our comrades fall, showing
positive momentum. We acknowledge this positive trend
as a direct reflection of leaders at all echelons engaging
and making a difference.

Our shift in safety culture, highlighting teamwork,
buddy systems and a “Band of Brothers,” remains depen-
dent on leaders maintaining high vigilance regardless of
whether on or off duty, deployed or at home station,

Where leader engagement is constant and vigilant in
deployed locations, losses are down; however, once back
at home, it appears leaders tend to disengage with their
Soldiers, resulting in increased losses,

Recently, the Army Chief of Staff and the Secretary of
the Army directed our continued aggressive stance in safe-
ty programs for fiscal 2008,

Each command strives to identify their loss areas, devel-
op their plans of action, address the safety climate and cul-
ture, and endeavor to create systems that measure success-
es, ensuring our programs and plans are meeting our intent
and are adaptable to the changing environment of our Army.

L:‘:mlu.:n-;r please accept my sincere thanks, as you
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Leaders Stay Engaged
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To meect FY 2008°s reduction goal of a 20-percent
decrease in fatalities, these objectives require aggressive
and commiited Soldiers and leaders fully engaged and
integrating available resources.

Teammates, we have challenges ahead. The Army owns
programs, tools and initiatives available for your com-

mands and formations to leverage. There is no reason to
start from scratch; use those resources and adapt them to
fit your units.

The Army Safety Office and the U.S. Army Combat
Readiness/Safety Center are ready to assist you.

Army Safe is Army Strong!
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BG William H. Forrester is the divector of Army Safety and
the commanding general of the US. Army Combat
Readiness Center, Fort Rucker. Ala.

12 cash prizes will be awarded for 1st place
($500), 2nd ($300), 3rd ($200), 4th ($100), and
gight honorable mentions of $50 each for the
best photos that reflect an Army Aviation sub-
ject or theme. Winners will be published in the
magazine and in an Army Aviation calendar to
be distributed at the AAAA Annual Convention,

Contest is open to current AAAA members in
good standing at time of entry. Persons who are
not AAAA members may participate by joining
AAAA. Photographs must have been taken dur-
ing calendar year 2007.

Visit the AAAA websile at www.quad-a.org or

email: photos@quad-a.org for complete rules
and entry form.
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Aircraft

Survivability

for the

-

Alrcrews (nragiface the threat of man portable air defense systems,

such as infrared heat seeking shoulder fired missiles, and the

Program Director Office for Aircraft Survivability Equipment contin-
ues to work closely with the aircraft product managers to upgrade

and improve ASE systems. Here, a UH-60 Black Hawk deploys sever-

al countermeasure flares.

Current-and Future Fight —

By Raymond J. Pietruszka and COL Kennedy E. Jenkins

SPECIAL FOCUS
AT R ¢ I A F T
SURVIVIABIEITY
EauUilPMENT

oldier protection continues to be
a critical mission for the Army’s
Aircraft Survivability Team.

Its overarching motivation is to
provide enhanced capability to the
warfighter and although it has made
great strides in providing increased
capability through fleet-wide fielding
of the best systems available, im-
provements to legacy systems, contin-
ual searches for state-of-the-art capa-
bilities, and investments in infrastruc-
ture and technology, there is much
more that can be done.

All of these efforts and initiatives
are helping to keep our Aviation
warfighters protected during combat
operations.

ARMY AVIATION

Today, aircraft in peaceful missions
and those fighting in global conflicts
are equipped with countermeasures in
order to defeat the man portable air
defense systems (MANPADS) em-
ployed by our encmies,

This capability is providing pilots
the flexibility to alter their tactics in
order to meet mission requirements
and bring their aircraft back to base.
However, we are at war with a dan-
gerous and intelligent enemy whose
tactics continue to evolve to keep pace
with our own,

The Army and its aircraft survivabil-
ity programs cannot relax their efforts
of continuously improving the systems
fielded to our aviation warfighters. As
our tactical requirements and proce-
dures change, so have the systems that
protect Army aviation.

New software has been fielded to
address changes in tactics, improve
system performance, and counter new
threats. A fifth sensor is being added

22

to support changes made by pilots in
their mission profiles.

This process of continual improve-
ment and system upgrades will con-
tinue as long as the enemy continues
to adapt his employment of new
threats into our battle space.

The ASE Countermeasures

While Infrared MANPADS defense
has been our primary focus, the other
threat areas have not been neglected.

An improved Laser Warning
System, the AN/AVR-2B, is entering
full-rate production and will be deliv-
ered in 2008, This system will provide
aircrews the capability of knowing
when they are being targeted and allow
sufficient situational awareness to
react.

A new processor for the AN/APR-
39 Radar Warning System is in testing
and will enter production next year.

This upgrade will provide the pro-
cessing power needed to run more
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mission.

capable software. In addition, aviators
will get an improved voice interface
and a reduced false alarm rate.

Although enemy MANPADS are
the most technologically significant
threat our aircrews face, ground-fire
also poses great danger to Army
Aviation platforms.

The Science and Technology (S&T)
community is working on developing
differing hostile fire indicators for the
detection and countering of ground
fire. Many of these technologies are
well beyond the proof-of-principle
phase and are being rapidly developed
to provide aircrews even greater situa-
tional awareness and countermeasures.

In spite of these advances in capa-
bility, there is still much to do. Threat
systems and their employment tech-
niques continue to evolve and we
must anticipate those possibilities
prior to their arrival and enemy usage
against our Soldiers. The effective use
of information management and inte-
gration will play a critical role in
countering these new threats.

Knowing in real-time where the
enemy is, what they are equipped
with, and the location of friendly
forces in relation to that threat and
other forces are critical to winning not
only this war, but any future conflict.

To become more effective, aircraft
survivability equipment must become
integrated and contribute to the crew’s
situational awareness.

To achieve this situational aware-
ness, we must start to convert our cur-
rent federated systems into a capabili-
ties-based integrated suite of surviv-

ARMY AVIATION
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A CH-47 Chinook fires a combination of chaff and flare countermeasures during a systems test

ability equipment. This integrated
suite must not only provide the crew
with a common ASE threat picture
that is integrated with the overall
“view" of the battlefield, it must also
take that same integrated information
and determine what threat system is
in its battle space and how to defeat it
with the optimal mix of available
countermeasures.

In today's federated systems, we
have spectral-dedicated sensors cou-
pled with dedicated countermeasure
to defeat threats. While this approach
is effective in defeating threats in the
current fight, we will face other
threats in multiple spectrums in future
conflicts,

Because engagement timelines are
so short we can no longer expect our
pilot to mentally and manually per-
form the myriad required analyses
and initiate responsecs; future ASE
suites must be able to identify the
threat and defeat it with limited or no
crew decision or interaction.

With this type of information inte-
gration, the system will also be able to
support functions like automating in-
flight routes by providing real-time
updates to the pilot on threat location
and system capability.

The Next Systems

The Army has started to develop
these integrated suites. The S&T com-
munity is developing algorithms and
software applications that demon-
strate a fully integrated ASE suite is
technologically possible within the
next decade,

24

Aircraft platforms project man-
agers (PM) have started developing
the capability to display a common
ASE and threat picture to the aircraft
crew. The Army needs to guide these
efforts to ensure that platforms are,
from an ASE architectural perspec-
tive, truly common so that each plat-
form is able to fully exploit the capa-
bilities of the ASE suite.

In order to realize this common
ASE architecture we must design the
next generation of ASE systems to be
open enough in their processes so that
each can be integrated into the inte-
grated suit architecture.

Systems must have the spiral-
growth capacity and be incrementally
upgradeable in order to defeat missile
threats that operate in other spectrums
as well as next-generation threat mis-
siles. Advanced radar warning receiv-
er requires sufficient processing
power to allow situational awareness
software and algorithms to be incor-
porated in its design so that it is more
effective in defeating threats,

The integrated ASE suite must be
more modular in design and lighter
than the current array of ASE federat-
ed systems. What is needed in the next
generation ASE suite are sensors and
processing capability that reduce
weight and volume,

Until we start developing these new
systems, the Army has adopted the
short term solution of mission kitting
ASE on its aircraft,

ASE “Kits"

ASE mission kitting is the practice
of equipping aircraft with the *A-kits”
for all currently fielded ASE systems.

The requisite B-kit is then applied
to the aircraft in concert with mission
requirements,

During operations the aircraft
would be equipped solely with the
ASE system it needs to defeat threats
for that mission.

This approach is an excellent way
to make the current generation of ASE
systems more affordable - the Army
buys smaller quantities of system
hardware and then, depending on mis-
sion needs, equips only those plat-
forms with the required capability.

The down side of this approach is
an increase in weight for all platforms
and the increase in maintenance man-
agement needed to install, move, and
reinstall the hardware.

However, it does insure that when-
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ever a total complement of ASE is
required, the aircraft will have it and
no crew will have to {ly into harm’s
way without full protection.

ASE in the Future

In the future, the Army must pro-
cure an ASE suite that is lighter,
cheaper and more multifunctional
than today’s systems. The S&T
community is looking al several
approaches to support this effort.

With today’s computer technolo-
gy, a system processor can be
reduced to a single processor card,
Individual system processor cards
are then combined inside of a single
box and support multiple systems
reducing the number of total
“boxes™ and the overall ASE weight
requirement,

In addition, Army laboratories are
evaluating how to combine multiple
sensors into the same foot print,
reducing the number of cables in
installation kits, and the amount of
surface arca needed.

Also under consideration is the
installation of ASE systems in wing-
mounted pods. Pods greatly reduce
installation kit weight, are easier to
manage logistically, and ease instal-
lation.

Investing in ASE

Lastly, the Army must increase its
invesiment in research and develop-
ment infrastructure and operations,
these test support facilities and labo-
ratories form the cornerstone of
finding and fielding new technolo-
gies for our aircrafl.

Demands of the current threats
require the tools and shops needed
to quickly update ASE systems in
the face of emerging threats,

We need to update our hardware-
in-the-loop and end-to-end testing
capability. Laboratories and test
centers must continue to improve
communications between them-
selves, the platform PMs, and the
uscr representative,

The Program Director Office for
ASE has committed itself to help
focus the efforts of these communi-
tics towards a common set of objec-
tives and goals.

The second part of the infrastruc-
ture that needs to be improved is the
sustainment of fielded systems.

RSE contimued on page 30
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CECOM Logistics and Readiness Center
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By Richard E. Pribyl

hile radios and radars may first

come to mind when one thinks

of the U.S. Army Communi-
cations and Electronics Command
(CECOM) and its Logistics and
Readiness Center at Fort Monmouth,
N.I, “B16” manages a huge portfolio
of aviation electronics.

This B16 avionics comprises com-
munications, navigation and identifi-
cation categories, as well as aircraft
survivability equipment (ASE) and
runs the gamut of items such as
radios, intercoms, controls, altime-
ters, direction finders, Doppler/GPS,
navigation indicators, transponders,
heads-up displays, and much more.

Virtually all these are managed as
Class IX parts with applications across
the range of Army aviation’s tactical
rotary-winged mission designation
series comprised oft Utility, Obser-
vation, Attack and Cargo platforms.

ARMY AVIATION

SPECIAL FOCUS

AVIONICS

These items are a significant por-
tion of CECOM’s overall Army
Working Capital Fund sales, with this
aviation portion at about 35 percent of
total, and equal to about $625 million
for fiscal year 2007,

Although the ASE and the bulk of
the avionics are managed in the logis-
tics center’s Command and Control/
Avionics Directorate — the former in
the Airborne Mission Division and the
latter in the Avionics Division — por-
tions of aviation support items are
also managed in each of the other
LRC weapon system directorates.

For example, airborne SINCGARS
(single channel ground and airborne
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CECOM's Avionics Division works closely
with the various aircraft platform project
managers to improve avionics. Above, pilots
CW4 David Watson, left, and CW4 Tom
Miskowiec with the Tth Bn., 101st Avn. Regt,,
fly a new CH-47F model Chinook using the
Advanced Flight Control System during an
Aug. 17 mission at Fort Campbell, Ky.

radio system) is managed along with
ground variants in the Communica-
tions Directorate, and night vision and
combat identification items are man-
aged in the Intelligence Electronics
Warfare Sensors Directorate,

All these organizations are struc-
tured on a weapon system sustain-
ment organization basis, so that each
organization directly employs the
right mix of logisticians, supply man-
agers, engineers, tech writers and pro-
visioners to assure quick and accurate
reaction sustainment support for
assigned systems and items.
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Branch Chief Mike Linkletter, left, Wal Louie, a fiber optic gyro system (FOGS) project engineer,
and Jo Gibbons, the FOGS inventory manager, examine connector modifications on a cable
assembly.

CECOM inventory managers Katie Miller
and George Redeemer, both seated, discuss
the P18 submissien with Ginny Tice, PM-
AME Field Office budget analyst.

This organization is complemented
by our world-wide logistics assistance
organization within our Readiness
Directorate. This cadre includes about
two dozen logistics assistance repre-
sentatives master technicians who are
exclusively dedicated to Army aviation
support for B16 avionics and ASE.

While all aspects of the B16 avia-
tion support mission are important,
the highest priority is to assure parts,
publications and technical sustain-
ment support to the field, with special
emphasis, of course, to the Operation
Iraqi Freedom and Operation Endur-
ing Freedom theaters,

Other key mission areas include

ARMY AVIATION

providing government-furnished avi-
onics equipment to support the project
managers’ aircraft production lines, as
well as similar parts support to the
PM for Aviation RESET.

Accordingly, the majority of the
mission work is focused on assuring
parts availability.

Avionics items tend to be relatively
high dollar value, non-consumable,
and thus there is a reliance on repair
as the source of supply.

We work closely with Tobyhanna
Army Depot, the four Army National
Guard Aviation Classification and
Repair Activity Depots (AVCRAD),
and other organic repair providers as
prime sources of depot support.

This is complemented by national
maintenance contracts with the original
equipment manufacturers as required.
Of course, if the unserviceable retum
rate is insufficient to address our needs,
then acquisition actions are triggered to
satisfy the requirement.

It is policy within the logistics cen-
ter for long term indefinite-delivery,
indefinite-quantity contracts to be in
place for all probable parts and sys-
tems requirements, This emphasis is
being redoubled in light of the Base
Re-alignment and Closure Act direct-
ed relocation to Aberdeen Proving
Ground in Maryland.

While the above describes the funda-
mental aspects of the mission, there is
an additional component that is focused
on the improvement of the parts that we
provide, refinement and re-engineering
of our business processes, enhance-
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UH-60 Black Hawk Sustainment Manager

Ralph Lederer, left, and engineer Dan
Cordasco discuss the flex harness fitment
into the stabilator amplifier line replacement.

ment of our maintenance practices and
publications, and an overall emphasis
on making things better for the war
fighter and more cost-effective for the
American taxpayer.

Some of our initiatives in this arena
include: UH-60 Black Hawk avionics
technical manual revitalization, tech-
nology insertions, LCMC pilot pro-
gram with the Product Manager for
Aviation Mission Equipment, and test
equipment initiatives.

UH-60 Avionics Tech Manual
Revitalization

About two years ago, CECOM
funded a joint effort between
CECOM and PM for Utility Heli-
copters to re-visit and significantly
improve the accuracy and usability of
the gamut of the UH-60A & L model
avionics diagnostics and trouble-
shooting procedures.

Good progress has been made and
this effort is expected to be completed
prior to mid fiscal year 2008, Benefits
will be immediately apparent to the
warfighter, and it is expected that no-
evidence-of-failure will be reduced
substantially, and there will be a truly
significant operations and sustainment
(O&S) savings achieved annually.

Technology Insertions

The platform PMs and the PM for
Aviation Support manage significant
avionics suite enhancements via their
respective aircraft procurement appro-
priation funded programs. Often these
new avionics are cut-in as part of a
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Dick Parker and Kathina Anderson examine the Avionics Division's
annual spending plan.

new madel introduction, or as part of a Block upgrade to a
platform.

As a complement to this process, the Logistics and
Readiness Center (LRC) often looks to cut in improved
avionics via “F3" (form-fit-function) technology insertion
upgrades to currently installed avionics.

Typically these items are managed as Class IX parts,
and the “fielding” process is driven by the rate that the
field requisitions these improved replacement items.

One example of this process is the UH-60 Black Hawk

flight control computer, which commenced several years
ago. When the PM cut in the advanced flight control com-
puter on the production line to replace the legacy comput-
er, CECOM at that time made a large buy to facilitate field
upgrades to the new computer across the fleet.

Another example of tech insertion pertains to the
replacement of the spinning mass gyros which date to the
inception of the UH-60 platform,

Obsolescent technology, coupled with low reliability
and increasingly high failure rates for the legacy pyros,
drove the need for this solid state gyro program.

A dual system installation of our CN-1716/A attitude and
heading reference system and fiber optic gyro system
replaces two CN-1314 vertical displacement gyros, one CN-
998 directional gyro, and two TRU-2ZA/A tum-rate gyros.

Final Interim Statement of Airworthiness Qualification
was released in March, which permitted aviation units to
requisition this system and install it as authorized by the
unit level modification work order (MWO).

The dual stabilator controller is another on-going tech-
nology insertion program.

Improved technology resulting from development of the
new UH-60M model helicopter is on track for upgrading
the A & L model fleet by the combined efforts of CECOM
and PM-Utility Helicopter.

When the original plan to retrofit all UH-60 helicopters
to the M model configuration was set aside, discussions
among CECOM, the PM, Sikorsky Aircraft and Hamilton
Sundstrand resulted in an unsolicited proposal to apply the
latest technology for controlling the position of the aircraft
stabilator to the legacy fleet.
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Meggitt Defense Systems

Our Ammunition Handling Systems, Electronics
Cooling solutions, and Aerial Weapon Scoring
Systems are supporting Army Aviators around
the world.

We're ready to help those above the best with
whatever lies ahead.
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When the situation demands a closer look, it's time

to call in Fire Scout. A fully autonomous system, Fire Scout gives battlefield commanders
unprecedented surveillance, reconnaissance and targeting information in real time. Able to
take off and land vertically, Fire Scout can carry more than 600 pounds of payload including
electro-optical and infrared sensors, as well as a laser designator/rangefinder. Flying up to
15,000 feet, for 7 hours with the baseline sensor, Fire Scout is a survivable force multiplier.
It's another way that MNorthrop Grumman is helping the military expand its horizons.
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The existing pair of 25-year old, vented legacy stabila-
tor amplifiers on each A&L model aircraft can be replaced
by a sealed, single-box dual stabilator controller (DSC)
that will have significantly improved reliability, and a
built-in test capability that greatly reduces the maintenance
burden imposed by the existing complicated test set.

In addition to increased fleet readiness, the greater reli-
ability will also improve mission performance because
more effective auto-mode operation frees the pilot to con-
centrate on mission completion,

Both CECOM and the PM worked closely in establish-
ing requirements under the PM’s development contract, so
that the DSC could be a maintainer-installed, drop-in
replacement requiring no MWO for fleet upgrades.

Both organizations are also working closely to prepare
all necessary technical manual changes and training videos
under the development effort to insure a smooth transition
of the fleet to the new DSC.

Because the stabilator amplifier has a seriously prob-
lematic maintenance history, the CECOM contract award-
ed in April for production quantities of the DSC was struc-
tured to facilitate production and provide deliverable units
to the field virtually as soon as flight qualification is
approved under the PM's development contract,

This approach resulted in saving millions of dollars in
stabilator amplifier repair costs and a net life-cost savings
of over $50 million.

LCMC Pilot Program with PM-AME

The Product Manager for Aviation Mission Equipment
(PM-AME) has maintained a Fort Monmouth Field Office
for years. This organization employs CECOM engineers
and logisticians, as well as contractors and PEO Aviation
personnel who focus on the management of a number of
key PM-managed avionics programs, such as the Doppler
global positioning system (GPS), Improved data Modem,
the Embedded GPS Inertial, etc. The inventory manage-
ment for these items had been performed by the CECOM
item managers within the LRC organizations.

Shortly prior to October 2006, PM-AME proposed that the
inventory managers for these items be assigned to the PM's
Field Office to facilitate a true life-cycle management center
approach for these AME avionics. This approach was imple-
mented in October and it has proved to be a very successful
marriage in the past year. It significantly strengthened the
communication and interaction among the engineers, supply
managers and other logisticians who support these systems.

Test Equipment Initiatives

Beyond the initiatives described above to improve our
pubs, parts and processes, we have been pursuing some
exciting programs to improve avionics test equipment and
maintenance processes.

The Army provided CECOM with “Comanche kill” dol-
lars in fiscal year 2005 to substantially improve AVCRAD
communication-electronics test equipment.

This thrust has assured that all AVCRADs have the abili-
ty to perform component repair for key avionics items in
deployed theaters of operation.

This program is well along, and as a by-product of this
initiative, several of the testers will be deployed across the
aviation intermediate maintenance (AVIM) avionics shops.

They will automate previously time-consuming proce-
dures, increase throughput and quality, and fundamentally
change the character of avionics AVIM maintenance.

Similarly, our Advanced Multiplex Test System
(AMTS), an avionics 1553-bus analysis system, which
supports multiple aviation platforms and equipment, is
now recognized as a valuable tool for avionics diagnostics
and battle damage assessment,

The AVCRAD and AVIM test equipment initiatives, and
the AMTS deserve a more detailed discussion and will be
the subject of a future article.
Ll
Richard "Dick™ E. Pribyl is the chief of the Avionics
Division, Logistics and Readiness Center, US. drmy
Communications and Electronics Command, Fort
Monmouth, N.J.

RSE contined from page 25

We need the capability to rapidly identify, categorize
and reprogram new threats into our systems.

This requires developing the capability to record
threats during missions, rapidly analyze the data, and
then “push” the updated data files out to the units. To
facilitate this initiative we need to aggressively pursue
obtaining the technologically advanced threat systems
for analysis and then develop countermeasures before
those threats enter theaters of operation.

Aircraft protection is a joint requirement and the
Army is working with the other services to develop and
share technologies and capabilities needed to accom-
plish the mission.

Summary

The ASE community has accomplished a great deal
since the start of combat operations in Southwest Asia,
but more needs to be done.
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Equipping all airframes with the most current systems
available, improvements to legacy systems, and the
development of even greater capabilities — coupled with
investments in infrastructure and Army-directed technol-
ogy — are helping to keep our aviation warfighters the
best equipped and protected force in the history of our
nation.

The aircraft survivability team is committed to that
endeavor. It is our collective responsibility to insure that
the Army's efforts are focused, and sufficiently funded, to
a common goal...protecting those who protect this nation.

L

Raymond Pietruszka is the deputy program dirvector and
COL Kennedy E. Jenkins is the program director for
Aireraft Survivability Egquipment with the Program
Executive Office for Intelligence, Electronic Warfare &
Sensors, Redstone Arsenal, Ala.
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The team at Phantom Products has done it again!

The Phantom AZL-15" not only replaces the L32 Marker light, it
redefines landing zone lighting. The Phantom AZL-1 5" is leaner, lighter,
more durable, and runs on AA sized batteries. The battery savings alone

justifies ditching the L32! The compact transmitter will turn your lights
on, off, dim, and remotely switch them from an overt color to infrared
for changing mission requirements.

We designed The Phantom AZL-15"" with critical input from
units at Fort Campbell, Fort Bragg, Hurburt Field, MCAS Yuma,
the Pittsburgh and Mississippi ANG, and with assistance and
approval of DARPA. The result is an amazing light that has the
entire US Military Aviation community excited!

Our Standards

Meets USAF 15 candela requirement

Hemote access up to 5,000 feet

Lights and transmitter each weigh 0.6 Ibs with batteries
Red, blue, green, white and infrared colors all in one unit
Select steady or flash mode

Enhanced Features

Controlled by a single transmitter

Runs on four AA alkaline or lithium batteries

Equipped with electronic dimming for adaptability
Reprogrammable codes allow for multiple users in one area
Dimensions: 3.75°L x 3.5"W x 3.0"H (8" antenna)

Added Accessories M

S : Sand blast domes in clear
' Blackout dome to illuminate in one direction

Pouch to transport and protect lens from scratching

Surface mount or bracket mounts available as well

hantom Products, Inc.
474 Barnes Boulevard, Rockledge, Florida 32955

age 3WQNS ph: 888-533-4968 fax: 888-533-5669
merican Made! WWW.PHANTOMLIGHTS.COM
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networked group of organizations strategically placed
within the Army command structure to best serve the
mission capability of the tactical commander by providing
timely organic reprogramming of operational software and
corresponding support for force protection systems, which
includes aircraft survivability equipment (ASE) programs.

The ARAT - Project Office (ARAT-PO) located at the
Communications Electronic Command-Life Cycle
Management Command (CECOM LCMC) Software
Engineering Center (SEC) is the executive agent of the
ARAT process. Its mission is to ensure that rapid repro-
gramming infrastructure, process and support activities are
meeting the mission requirements of its primary customer,
the warfighter.

The ARAT-PO network of offices, including the
Operations Center (ARAT-0C), Software Engineering
(ARAT-SE), Threat Analysis (ARAT-TA), and Support
Cells (ARAT-SC), work as a close team providing ASE
mission data, support and associated threat analysis via a
state-of-the-art infrastructure and commercial oriented

Thﬂ Army Reprogramming Analysis Team (ARAT) is a

support methodology that meet the fluid requirements of

today’s ever-changing threat environment using an accel-
erated network-centric approach.

The majority of the organizational mission i1s ASE engi-
neering software support, such as that provided by ARAT-
SE. ARAT software engineers specialize in providing sys-
tems engineering support related to reprogramming the
Mission Data Sets (MDS) within ASE. However, it is the
post production support and services offered by ARAT-OC
that ensures that the warfighter is able to obtain, understand
and use these mission-critical data files.
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The Army suite of Force Protection includes ASE sys-
tems dealing with radar signal detecting sets, laser detectors,
radar jammers and missile countermeasure sets used on a
variety of rotary-wing, fixed-wing and ground platforms.

Although MDS are the essence of these ASE systems,
they do no good if they cannot reach the warfighter in near
real-time, and it is the ARAT’s charter to ensure that they
get to the field.

ARAT-PO manages the ARAT-OC state-of-the-art clas-
sified infrastructure, which includes dial-up Secure
Internet Router Protocol Network (SIPRNet) services, and
the Army Warfighter Survivability Software Support
Portal (AWSSSP). Warfighters are able to gain access to
MDS files, as well as ASE and tactical operations mission-
essential information,

ARAT accessibility is integral to supporting the Army
Forces Command’s tactical operations requirements, and
our ARAT awareness visits to deploying aviation units
have armed the warfighter with mission essential informa-
tional assets, as well as critical support reach back.

Portal to the Warfighter

The Army Warfighter Survivability Software Support
Portal at www.arat.army.smil.mil is the primary site and
method to obtain Target Sensing System (TS5S) mission
critical data for the Army. The ARAT organization has
much to offer to the warfighter, especially those in the
force protection and ASE communities. The ARAT team
stands ready to provide assistance for any warfighter
requiring our services and to assist them in building a mis-
sion-capable ASE program.

The AWSSSP will also enable the warfighter the
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The Army Reprogramming Analysis Team and the Army Aviation
Warfighting Center have developed a multi-layered portal website on
the secure or SIPR network to improve communications and sup-
port to the warfighter.

required access to other organizational resources, such as
the National Ground Intelligence Center and the National
Air and Space Intelligence Center, which enables
warfighters access to Air Force tactics, techniques and pro-
cedures,

Other resources enable connectivity to special instruc-
tions, air tasking orders, surface-to-air fire informational
matrixes, and Falcon View overlays as required to improve
situational awareness. These mission enablers are dynam-
ic in nature to reflect the warfighters mission, so continued
connectivity is essential to keeping the warfighters’ situa-
tional awareness in a current posture.

The ARAT-PO has also activated an ARAT-Support Cell
to work with the U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting Center at
Fort Rucker to support the ARAT mission and to enhance
the process of mission data development, ASE and
warfighter support.

The USAAWC recognized the connectivity that is
inherent in the ARAT process and support structure.

Through a coordinated and collective effort, ARAT and
USAAWC have developed as part of the ARAT infrastruc-
ture a multi-layered portal on the SIPRNet (www.usaawe.
army.smil. mil) so that improved communications and sup-
port can be provided to the warfighter.

Deployed units often have well developed SIPR con-
nectivity, but they have little if any NIPR connections.
While some information and communication could go by
way of the NIPRNet, the question of security is a concern.

One primary goal of the portal is to remove the work
load in day-to-day operations when information is needed.
The end state target is to address the needs and concerns of
the deployed unit,

“Where Do | Find Information | Need=?"

The method of presenting information is two fold. A
unit may find itself in one of four phases of operation with-
in the intent of the Army Force Generation model
Selecting a phase brings the person to a correlated collec-
tion of resources and documents.

The other approach is to select a specific topical area of
interest such as tactical operations (TACOPS); survival,
escape, resistance and evasion (SERE); aircraft shoot
down assessment (ASDAT), gunnery and others. This
allows the viewer to drive directly into subject areas of
interest.

Each area is further broken down into logical groups
and collections of data relative to the main topic. Included
i a site map which gives a snapshot of the entire site struc-
ture so that nothing is more than one or two mouse clicks
away, If all elsc fails a search capability is also built in for
ease of use.
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“Questions for USRAWC, But Don’t Know Who to Ask?”

A viewer can make comments or submit a request for
information without having to know the point of contact
(POC) at USAAWC. Users fill in a form and once the sub-
ject area is selected, it is automatically routed to the appro-
priate associated agency at USAAWC.,

There are often multiple associated POCs for a given
subject which increases the visibility on any submission
and will allow for a more complete and timely response,

ABAT assists in monitoring submissions to ensure that
incoming messages are acted on and that change in per-
sonnel at USAAWC are updated in the associations to the
subject areas.

Sharing Your TTPs

For submitting tactics, techniques and procedures (TTP)
developed by units to USAAWC for inclusion in future
doctrine, policy and methods of operation—an electronic
form on the web site guides the user through populating
the required data elements.

The completed form starts the TTP development
process through automated coordination of the TTP
process at USAAWC. If more information is needed for
the TTP, the submitter is contacted.

One way to share your experiences without creating a
TTP is the observations, insights and lessons (OIL) section
of the site. This is a collection point for any items that can
provide information on how a unit operated, documenting
successes and shortfalls, and anything else that may help
another unit conduct more efficient operations.

By submitting and sharing your gained knowledge you
help to better prepare the unit that may be next in rotation.
The information collected provides a more real-time look
through the eyes of those in the trenches.

“Pitching an Idea or Asking the Community”

Forum areas are included to give any and all a voice to
raise a question that may be shared by others or quickly
share an observation.

ARAT has an ASE/Target Sensing System focused
forum in the AWSSSP that has proven time and time again
that cross talk can solve situations quicker then many other
venues.

The USAAWC forum is also monitored to ensure that
correct information is being shared and addressed in a
timely manner.

Working Electronically With Others Globally

A workspace environment is included in the site for
working active efforts. This area provides a common
workspace shared by authorized users to conduct business
electronically when they may be separated by either time
or distance.

Document and file sharing are an example of the active
nature of the workspace.

“Need Daily Information, But No Time to Search?”
Commonly searched for external information feeds are
posted to a portion of the site to bring together information
needed in a timely manner.
The method of gathering the information is referred to
as “Really Simple Syndication™ or RSS feeds. RSS feeds
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ARAT Awareness team member Joe St. John, center, explains the
aircraft survivability suite of the UH-60 Black Hawk to members of
Co. C (Air Ambulance), 1st Bn., 126th Avn. Regt., Maine ARNG, dur-
ing a training visit to Bangor.

automatically gather the most up-to-date information
available from other sources, eliminating the need to
download and repost information,

This is similar to what is used across the internet on sites
where the timeliness of passing information is critical to
success. Direct links are also provided for other agencies
to help guide the user to other sites of interest.

Summary

The success of the ARAT has been our ability to assist
the warfighter using a professional team approach.

The ARAT-PO team of engineers is available to respond
to user needs and problems and, if necessary, talk you
through any of the processes until the issue is resolved.

Our support team, formed in the 1990s, uses commer-
cial field support techniques to put the warfighters’ support
first, and as a high priority. These techniques have been
proven and incorporated into the working relationships
with other organizations working to improve materials and
support to the warfighter,

The ARAT infrastructure has afforded quick reaction capa-
bilities to electronic warfare support organizations such as the
Program Executive Officer for Aviation, PEO for Information
& Electronic Warfare Systems, Program Director for Aircrafi
Survivability Equipment, Program Manager for Counter
Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive Device Electronic
Warfare, U.5. Navy, US, Air Force, and the Army
Asymmetric Warfare Office with services and support to
enhance support to warfighting customers.

This quick reaction capability includes ARAT infra-
structure support to ground based force protection and
electronic attack systems, such as the Warlock and Duke
family of systems. This has enabled quick reaction to the
unit level in the support of defeating the 1ED or improvised
explosive device threats,

Conclusion

In closing, there is no magic bubble in terms of the total
effectiveness of force protection systems. The effective-
ness of these systems improves as the acceleration of situ-
ational awareness assets to the warfighter increases, thus
an increase in survivability,

Combat survivability is an equation based on a combi-
nation of properly functioning ASE, up-to-date mission
data, current TTPs, and proactive support and training that
gives the warfighter an increase in their survivability edge
over the threat environment in which they are working.

The ARAT-PQ, via its support team, demonstrates the
success of what can happen when organizations work
together to bring these concepts to a combat reality, foster-
ing an acceleration in the level of support and situational
awareness tools to leverage the Soldier’s tactical mission
combat requirements.
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Michael Crapanzano is the chief of the Army
Reprogramming Analysis Team Project Office with the
Electronic Combat Branch, Communications-Electronics
Research Development and Engineering Center al Fort
Monmouwth, N.J. Richard Todd James Marvcantel and
Jaseph &t John are with the ARAT Support Cell to the U.S.
Army Aviation Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, Ala.
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Please help the one association that provides support
to the U.S. Army Aviation Soldier and Family.

The AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

has provided hundreds of scholarships to Soldiers,

NCOs, warrant and commissioned officers and to their family members.

Your tax-deductible donations help make a difference to those looking to further
their educational opportunity. Contribute to # 10516

Please see your unit CFC representative for details on participating in the 2008 CFC program.
The AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc., 755 Main Street, Suite 4D, Monroe, CT 06468-2830

E-Mail: aaaa@quad-a.org
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With Thales TopOwl, we're helping the world’s best
helicopter pilots to hunt down their targets.

TopOwl puts flight, mission and target data in front of both eyes.
So pilots heve wide-angle vision for heads-up flight with full situational

awareness, day and night. The system is comfortable, balanced,

reliable, expandable, and safe in emergencies.

TopOwl, chosen by 15 nations,
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LIS Marine Corps for its Cobra
AH-1Z and Huey UH-1Y.
Designed by pilots for pilots,
TopOwd is & leap ahead of the
pack: low-risk, high performance,
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LS Air Force, US Marine Corps

helicopters and also foreign forces.

We're flying to make the free world safer with
the help of Thales TopOwl. For more information,
call our Sales and Marketing Department on

+33 475 798 911.
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Aviation Clothing to
Reduce Burn Injuries

By Debi Dawson

or Army aviation crews, burn injury is a constant
lq threat, and the Army is continually making improve-

ments to its flame-resistant uniforms and accessories
to mitigate that threat,

The need for flame-resistant aviation uniforms arose
during the Vietnam War as helicopter crews were involved
in explosions and exposed to burning aviation fuel.

Crews were provided with flame-resistant uniforms and
coveralls made of a high-tech fabric called Nomex, which
was new at the time, and burn casualties were significant-
ly reduced.

During the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Army
focused on the need to expand flame-resistant protection to
provide head-to-toe protection for all Seldiers, including
aviation crews.

Developers with Product Manager Clothing and
Individual Equipment (CIE), part of Program Executive
Office (PEQ) Soldier, have been tireless in their efforts to de-
velop flame-resistant clothing that is functional, durable and
comfortable, and integrates with other Soldier equipment,

For aviation units, the major component of fire protec-
tion is the Army Aircrew Combat Uniform (A2CU), a two-
picce flight suit in the universal camouflage pattern that is
more durable, more comfortable and less bulky than pre-
vious aviation uniforms.

The A2CU can be worn with the Microclimate Cooling
Vest, which reduces heat stress to helicopter crews, in hot-

For aviation units, the Army Aircrew Combat Uniform is a major
compaonent for fire protection and can be worn with the Microclimate
Cooling Vest to reduce heat stress in hot environments.
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The Army Aircrew Combat Uniform or AZCU, is a two-piece flight
sult in the universal camouflage pattern. It is more durable, comfort-
able and less bulky than previous aviation uniforms and is now
being issued to deploying units,

weather environments, The A2CU is made of a blend of 92
percent Nomex, 5 percent Kevlar and 3 percent static-dis-
sipative fiber. The design of the A2CU coat is similar to
the Army Combat Uniform (ACU), with consistent pocket
configurations.

Soldiers are accustomed to the design of the ACU and
its pocket placement, said Donna Smith-Lopez, a human
factors engineer at PEQ Soldier, and to tinker with the
design would be counterproductive. She compared it to
driving her car and then switching to a rental.

“You expect door handles, mirrors, controls and cup
holders to be in a certain place when you need them, If
they aren't there, efficiency is lost,” she said.

PEOQ Soldier successfully completed limited user testing
on the A2CU in the summer of 2006, and uniforms were
shipped to theater starting last November to get this upgrade
to deployed aviation crews as quickly as possible. The
A2CL is now issued to deploying crews as of October 1.

Testing has continued on the uniform, and improve-
ments are still being incorporated.

“All our flame-resistant uniforms are spiral-development
efforts because of the urgency and nature of the threat that
our Soldiers are facing,” said MAJ Clay Williamson, assis-
tant product manager for CIE.

“We field the best equipment that is available and then use
Soldier feedback to continue to malke it even better.”
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WHEN IT CAN GO FROM UNBEARABLE TO 2000°F IN'SECONDS, theré's a company working behind
the lines to help keep you safe—DuPonr. Our scientists and engineers pioneered the use of DuPont™ Nomex® brand filser
for personal protection in U.S. Navy Hight suits. Pilots have recognized its superior thermal performance for over 40 years,
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The Microclimate Cooling System is comprised of a vest worn over a
t-shirt and a portable or mountable cooling unit, and uses guick dis-
connect hoses for mobility. It greatly increases a Soldier's tolerance
to operate in high heat environments, such as in armored vehicles
and aircraft.

Momex has remained the fiber of choice for flame resis-
tance, but MAJ Williamson said Army engineers are test-
ing possible fiber alternatives at research facilities at Fort
Belvoir, Va., where PEQ Soldier is based.

“Nomex is great for flame-resistant protection,”
Williamson said, “but we are looking for better durability.”

Alternatives under consideration are blends of newer
fibers such as flame-resistant Rayon, Modacrylic,
Polybenzimidazole and Basofil. Innovative treatment
processes are also being researched.

To extend flame-resistance to the hands and feet, PEO
Soldier provides aviators with gloves and boots that offer
protection. Aviation crews are issued summer flyer gloves
and winter flyers gloves, and PEO Soldier is also consid-
ering new gloves that will offer better tactility at the instru-
ment panel.

Fuel handlers’ gloves, made of Nomex knit with leather
palms, are liquid-proof and flame-resistant.

Two boots are authorized for use by aviators: the tem-
perate weather Army Combat Boot (ACB) and the Hot
Weather, Flame Resistant ACB.

Both are issued through the Rapid Fielding Initiative
program, which ensures our Soldiers receive the finest
individual and unit equipment the Army can provide — as
rapidly as it can be procured and fielded.

For aviators and combat vehicle crews working in cold
and wet climates, the Army is developing the Fire-
Resistant Environmental Ensemble (FREE), a multi-lay-
ered clothing system that will be functional in a range of
climates and activity levels. It is designed to increase com-
fort and efficiency in the confines of aircraft and armored
vehicles.

The system includes undergarments, base layers in two
weights, and three weights of outer layers, all issued in the
universal camouflage pattern or foliage green pattern to
complement other Soldier uniforms.

Testing of prototypes is under way, and Soldier feed-
back will help drive the final configuration and design of
the clothing ensembile.

Smith-Lopez stressed that product developers take
Soldier feedback seriously. “Every comment on every user
survey is read and carefully evaluated,” she said.
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The new Block Il version of fuel
handlers’ coverall, here in the
universal camo pattern, is flame
resistant, offers splash protec-
tion against jet fuel and water,
dissipates static electricity, and
can be worn over the Army com-
bat uniform, aircrew combat uni-
form, or alone,

To be considered flame-resistant, a fiber must self-
extinguish, must not fuel a fire, and must not melt. Flame
protection is not enough, according to Donna Latham Cox,
a PEO Soldier textile engineer. Garments must be
designed that can “withstand the rigors a Soldier faces.”

Another challenge for developers is providing adequate
protection without adding bulk that could compound heat
stress. “Operationally, missions can be more successful if
Soldiers are more comfortable,” Cox said.

The Army’s protective clothing is tested as it is wom in
combat on a life-size mannequin at the Thermal Protection
and Comfort Center at North Carolina State University in
Raleigh. “Pyroman,” as the mannequin is called, has 120
sensors that measure heat response to controlled flashovers,
and convert the sensor response to actual predicted burn
injury, measured from no injury to third-degree bums. In
this testing, the Army’s flame-resistant clothing has exceed-
ed common industrial standards of flame protection.

In addition to the A2CU and FREE, Williamson’s team
is working on flame-resistant versions of coveralls for fuel
handlers and combat vehicle crewmen, the Army Combat
Shirt (designed to be worn under body armor), and Ghillie
suits that camouflage Soldiers.

The Army has begun fielding flame-resistant ACUs in
Nomex and the newer blends, all of which provide the
same level of protection.

The new Fuel Handlers Coverall is being fielded in two
blocks. The Block I coverall, an interim solution currently
being fielded, offers splash protection against jet fuel and
water, it dissipates static, and can be worn over the ACU,
A2CU or alone. The Block II coverall will add the univer-
sal camouflage pattern and flame resistance, and fielding
is scheduled to begin at the end of 2008,

The Army Combat Shirt, which is still in development,
will initially be fielded only to infantry Soldiers, but will
be tested for compatibility with protective aviation vests,

Even as these garments are being fielded, research and
development continues on clothing that can offer Soldiers,
including aviation crews, even better protection and give
them further advantages in combat.

“It’s our job to give them the best equipment that our
money and technology can produce,” said BG R, Mark
Brown, Program Executive Officer-Soldier.

* o
'!‘i ",

Debi Dawson is the strategic communications afficer for
the Program Executive Officer—Soldier, Fort Belvoir, Va.
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By BG (Ret.) Robert L. Stewart

Editor’s note: This is the final of a two-part
article by retived BG Robert Stewart, the

Army's first astronaut and a 2007 Hall of

Fame indictee, Stewart takes a historical look
back at the dvmvs roofs leading to teday s
space prograni. Stewart also provides us with
his personal Vietnam gunship pilots interpre-

tation of those facts to lend an air of
truth—atbeit politically incorrect truth-to an

otherwise diy and dusty academic discussion.

" Ametica’s first man in space was launched
~ aboard a Redstone rocket (MR-3).0 5, 1961

from the Cape Canaveral complex number 5 of™

»“Florida's east coast, The flight lasted 15 minutes = “=

e

Aiming for Space

n 1955, a panel chaired by Dr. James
IK.il]iartl a President Eisenhower ap-

pointee, recommended that the ULS. pur-
sue a reconnaissance satellite program, but
in May of that year the Army's Redstone
and the Air Forces Atlas missiles were
strictly prohibited from launching such a
satellite.

This put the responsibility squarely on
the shoulders of the Mavy's nascent Viking
program.

The Redstone was a successful rocket
with more than 36 launches to its credit, The
Atlas was flying, but usually blowing up.
Vanguard was a pretty impressive full color
drawing and the Viking had only a first stage
which needed a large upgrade 1o be able to
launch a multi-stage configuration, and it
had no second or third stage hardware.

Placing the international prestige of the
LI.S. in the “space race™ with the Russians in
the care of the most immature technology
available defies logic and boarders on crim-
inal irresponsibility.

Even allowing for my distinctly parochial
and biased thinking, such a decision must
mike you wonder if there were other
factors of a power struggle nature behind
the decision.

A%
3

1]
f

e

LA

.



NASA GRAPHIC

Partii

In May 1956, the Army again offered to launch its satel-
lite and was again rejected.

Prohibited from launching a satellite, MG John B
Medaris, the commander of the Army Ballistic Missile
Agency (ABMA), and Dr. Wemnher von Braun turned their
attention to problems of vehicle re-entry, particularly re-
entry heating. And this is precisely what the Army did.

On Sept. 20, 1956, we launched a Jupiter-C rocket (RS-
27) which carried a test nose-cone 632 miles into space
and 3,335 miles down range.

By the way, of all the sophisticated materials the Army
tested in developing this nation’s first ablative heat shields,
beech wood was the most effective. | guess having car-
penters build your heat shields was not a technologically
satisfactory solution,

The Army’s method of achieving the high re-entry veloc-
ities desired for heat shield testing involved launching the
multistage rocket and then pointing the nose cone back into
the atmosphere before firing a fourth stage booster.

As von Braun pointed out, the Army had to go to extra-
ordinary lengths to keep from orbiting a payload in 1956.

As a reward for their efforts, a Defense Department
directive in November 1956 limited the Army to rockets
with a range of 320 kilometers (198.8 miles) or less.

Russia Takes the Lead

In 1956, the Army clearly had the capability to launch a
satellite into space, and we even had the satellite.

A California Institute of Technology laboratory in
Pasadena, known as the Jet Propulsion Laboratory (or
JPL), was funded by the Army and doing research projects.

At the JPL, Dr. James A. Van Allen was developing
instrumentation packages to study the radiation environ-
ment of near Earth space as a part of the International
Geophysical Year of 1957-1958. This instrumentation
package was the heart of the Army’s Explorer 1 satellite.

But the Army is a military organization, and since it was
Eisenhower’s desire that the U.S. Space program be
viewed as non-military, the program remained with the
MNavy.

The logic of giving the program to the Navy and Project
Vanguard escapes my simplistic mind. Perhaps the pro-
gram wasn’t “military” it was “naval.”

Whatever the logic, it was a dismal failure. Though
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Explorer | was America's first satellite and was a scienfific instrument
that discoverad the Van Allen radiation belts which surround the Earth.
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The Russian built Sputnik 1 was the first artificial satellite to be
placed into geocentric orbit above the Earth on Oct. 4, 1957 and
ignited the so-called Space Race within the Cold War. Signals from
the satellite continued for 22 days until the transmitter batteries died
on Oct. 26.

Vanguard did manage to launch a satellite eventually, I still
remember vividly the television images of Vanguard rock-
ets blowing up either on the pad or shortly after launching,

Meanwhile, the Russians launched Sputnik I, the
world’s first artificial satellite, to orbit the Earth on Oct. 4,
1957. And to prove the Soviet Union effort was not a fluke,
on Nov. 3 they orbited a dog named “Laika™ aboard a
1,120 pound spacecraft dubbed Sputnik 1L

On Oct. 4, with Sputnik [ in orbit, Medaris again briefed
Defense Secretary Neil H. McElroy that the Army was still
prepared to launch Explorer I, but no action was taken
until after another Vanguard failure on Nov. 8.

Green Light

Eventually the Army was given a green light to proceed
with specific directions that the launch must take place
before March 1958,

Actually the Army launched the nation’s first satellite
“Explorer I gn Jan. 31, 1958, 84 days after being given
authorization.’

Far from being an orbiting radio beeper like Sputnik I,
the Explorer I was a scientific instrument that discovered
the Van Allen radiation belts,

A sad footnote to this history was told to me by MG
Medaris® son, retired LTC John B. Medaris Ir., while | was
in Washington, D.C. at the Smithsonian Institute to receive
the Army’s first John B. Medaris Award for Army
Achievement in Space.

He said that after Explorer 1 was safely in orbit, Medaris
and Von Braun waited in the launch control blockhouse for
the congratulatory phone call from Eisenhower. The call
never came. The president of the United States refused to
recognize that the U.5. was now officially in the space race
and that the Army team had put us there. Further, that stu-
pid political maneuvering had made us a poor second to the
Soviets when we could have been a full year ahead of them.

The effects on U.S. international prestige would not be
overcome until Apollo 11 in 1969,

I was told by Medaris’ son, “It broke my dad’s heart,™
and I can well imagine that it did. MG Medaris retired
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MG John B. Medaris, left, Army Ballistic Missile Agency commander, with Dr. Wernher von
Braun and Dr. T. Keith Glennan, NASA's Director, in front of the ABMA Headquarters in
Huntsville, Ala, circa 1960,

from the Army on Jan. 31, 1960 and
eventually joined the Episcopal
priesthood in 1970,

Back to the politics and back stab-
bing. Who would be in charge of man-
aging U.S. space efforts? Clearly it
couldn’t be one of the armed services.

The Birth of NASA

The logical entity was the National
Advisory Committee on Aeronautics
(NACA). On July 29, 1958, Congress
changed the NACA into the National
Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion or NASA,

Army Space Accomplishments

In addition to the “Firsts® named in the article,
here is a partial list of the Army’s many accom-
plishments in space:

Explorer Il - The first space data collection
taped onboard for later download to the ground.
Explorer IV - The first solar measurement data
from high altitude and data from high altitude
nuclear detonations, A Redstone rocket had also
launched the nuclear device to be detonated.
Picneer Il - Dec. 6, 1958, a lunar probe
launched 63,580 miles into space.

Pioneer IV - March 3, 1959, first lunar probe o
escape Earlh's gravity and orbit the Sun.

First Solar Power Cells - March 1958 devel-
oped by Ihe Signal Corps for use on Vanguard
spacecraft,
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This organization was quite techni-
cally competent in the field of aero-
nautical research, but it knew absolute-
ly nothing about rockets or satellites,

Predictably, NASA began looking
around for assets it could acquire to
fill this rather large hole in their capa-
bilities. The prime targets, if not the
only ones, were the JPL and ABMA.

The Army resisted takeover efforts
but ultimately struck a deal. We would
give up the JPL but keep ABMA.

On Dec. 3, 1958, the Army trans-
ferred the Redstone launch vehicle
program, the Explorer satellite pro-

First Infra-red Land Scanning Imagery -
developed by lhe Signal Corps Research and
Development Lab for Vanguard II.

First Television from Space - March 1960
from a suborbital Redslone rocket,

TIROS - The Television and Infra-red
Observation Sateflile developed by the Army
Signal Corps for MASA sends TV piclures from
Space on April 1, 1960,

SCORE - (Signal Communication by Orbital
Relay Equipment) developed by the Signal
Corps and used o carry President Elsenhower’s
1958 Chrisimas message 1o the world.
ADVENT - Advanced Research Projecls
Agency funded Army program for use on lhe
first geosynchronous orbit communications
satellile,
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gram; all JPL lands, facilities and con-
tracts; along with 2,328 satellite and
rocket engineers to NASA.

In June 1959, NASA funded eight
Redstone launch vehicles for space
launches while the ABMA continued
working on a large launch wvehicle
in conjunction with the Defense
Department’s Advanced Research
Projects Agency (ARPA).

This vehicle was a direct outgrowth
of the Redstone, through Jupiter and
Juno rockets, and would bhe called
“Saturn.” Dr. Roy Johnson of ARPA
carried Saturn, with its 1.5 million-
pound thrust engines, as ARPA"s num-
ber one priority.

Assembly of the first Saturn boost-
er began at Redstone Arsenal in April
1959. Things were going great in
Huntsville, so obvioysly political dis-
aster was just ahead,

On June 9, 1959, Herbert York, the
director of Defense Research and
Engineering, cancelled the Saturn
program. His official reason was lack
of military need for such a large
launch wehicle. The real reason, at
least to my mind, was about to unfold.

To preserve a national capability,
the Army agreed to turn the ABMA
over to NASA. It only took a short six
months to abrogate the Army-NASA
agreement.

That may not be a record for
duplicity, but its pretty close.

ABMA ceased to exist and the
Army transferred the Saturn program,
all 150 remaining members of the von
Braun team, 3,900 ABMA personnel
and 2,500 skilled missile and satellite
craftsmen to NASA.

What had been ABMA became the

FIRST TELEVIGION PICTURE FROM SPACE
APRIL 1, 1850

TIROS | SATELLITE

OCTOBER 21, 2007



GSA# GS-07F-0214J -
rESA# GS-I]%F-‘IIJHI]S e PEL'CAN

4 S S e 23R ST N e
i,‘}:' e :’l‘«'ﬁgﬁ%}h\m‘. ?-a

f
'.___ i 'w:,_‘|\ LY ‘.:'!‘-' . 3 -‘1'1‘\-1_ 1\'
v Iy 3 o
= A
i
]
15 ==
h-.‘. L lejl'
R
= E |

.
\ L
— I'|| '\"1.\1_\‘
: }"""!“Jf,‘ 1y
b~ - g ST i -
W |
—1 = - l "

\ « 71495 CASE
FITS LAPTOPS UP TO 17”

a
|

%, | I X i \H 'l |
w %\ ONne Mme i ¥ 49 3 | 0 {0 ie 0
‘ U U didiE £l U OUET EIE I CAT. ND. 1 I RATIMO
' ' : 1495 | with Pick ‘N’ Pluck”foam only =
3 £ LTIE ! T 0 1495CC1 | with fid organizer, shock absorbing fray,
ek ore mylan padded computer sleeve,
. accessories pouch, and remevable shoulder strap
P nffe different laptop wascez | with Pick N Phuck™ foam, i orgasizer,
0 : ar i remevable shoulder strap
: WOSHF |  case only
0 { I
CAT. NO.1485CC1 : - .
] . ’
1

| B _ . " THE PELiE:r;H'?ﬁJﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁl_ Hnt-";ffzi-:f.j':
o - =R LIFETIVE GUARANTEE




Navy astronaut Alan B. Shepard Jr., inside
the Mercury capsule named Freedom 7,
piloted America's manned space mission into
space aboard a Mercury-Redstone 3 rocket.

The Jupiter-C rocket was based on the
successful Redstone rocket with more than
36 launches to its credit.

George C. Marshall Space Flight
Center on, March 15, 1960 in Hunts-
ville, Ala. Then the Russians did it to
us again.

Laying the Foundation

On April 12, 1961, the Soviets put
a man into space. Yuri Gagarin made
one orbit of the Earth and bailed out
of his spacecraft just prior to landing.

Small minded people protested that
Gagarin's flight shouldn’t count
because he failed to land in his space-
craft, but the truth prevailed and
Gagarin is forever remembered as
Earth’s first astronaut (cosmonaut).

ARMY AVIATION
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On March 15, 1960, the Army Ballistic Missile Agency transferred the Saturn rocket program
and its approximately 6,500 personnel to the newly formed NASA and the George C. Marshall
Space Flight Center at Redstone Arsenal, Huntsville, Ala.

The U.S. was again left in the dust
of a Soviet first in space.

Of course we had a manned space
program, Mercury, under way.

The chosen launch vehicle was the
Air Force's “Atlas” inter-continental
ballistic missile (ICBM), because the
Atlas was the only U.S. rocket capable
of orbiting the Mercury spacecrafi.

At this time Atlas was getling a
great deal higher than it used to before
blowing up, but it was hard to find an
astronaut who wanted to ride a vehi-
cle to almost certain death. Again the
Army came to the rescue.

On May 5, 1961, Alan B. Shepard
Jr., and then Virgil 1. “Gus” Grissom
on July 21, rode the venerable old
Redstone rocket into sub-orbital
space. These flights were designated
Mercury Redstone 3 and MR-4,

The locals around Huntsville began
wondering aloud if NASA didn't really
mean the North Alabama Space Agency.,

MNow stripped of its assets and fac-
ing a war in Vietnam, the Army bow-
ed out of the space business. But what
a list of accomplishments we had.

The Army in Space

The U.S. Army had put this country
on a footing which allowed President
Kennedy to challenge the nation to
put a man on the moon before the end
of 1969 and return him safely to the
Earth. Kennedy could make that chal-

e

lenge because he knew that the folks
at Redstone Arsenal had a really big
rocket that could do the job.

| hope that all who have read this
can understand why 1 said in the
opening lines of this article, that 1
have stood on the shoulders of giants.

Space systems can be invaluable to
the Soldier as witnessed by the huge
strides made in the areas of communi-
cation, intelligence and navigation
because of space-based systems.

How well space systems fit into the
Army of the future will depend on the
willingness of today’s Soldiers to
forcefully state Army requirements
for space systems,

Army participation in future space
systems will not be as newcomers or
interlopers, but as Soldiers who are
reclaiming an almost forgotten heritage.

Footnotes:
'—Bilstein, Roger E., Stages fo Saturn,
NASA S5SP-4206, NASA listory
series, Washington, D.C., 1980
‘~Personal lecture notes of Stewart,
Robert L., 1986-89

el
Retired BG Robert L. Stewart became
the Armyk first astronaut in Augusi
1979, serving as a mission specialist
on space shuttle flights STS-418 in
1984 and STS-51J in 1985, logging
289 hours in space. Today he resides

in Woodland Park, Colo.
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Aviation Task Force
Snlit Base Operations

&

By MAJ Brian Zarchin

Situation:
lou are an aviation Task Force preparing for war. You
are plamning and executing your way through
vour mission rehearsal exercise at one of our com-
bat training cenfers.
You are enjoying the increased OPTEMPO, mission

Jocus and learning associated with the world class

fraining you are experiencing.

One of your observer-confrollers {OC) complimenis
you on your initial successes, then informs you that bat-
talion-sized task forces deployved to Irag are experienc-
ing the following in 12 months periods:

+ Over 25,000 hours flown while operating at readiness
rates above an 85 percent average.

+ dircraft flying over 100 hours per month.

+ Millions of gallons of JP8 pumped.

+ Enemy surface-to-air-fire incidents requiring immedi-
aie baltile damage repair to aircrafi.

The OC then informs you that aviation task forces are
conducting split-base operations firom up to four differ-
ent locations, with staffs split between forward operat-
ing bases (FOB).

As you sip your coffee and look over the OCs shoul-
der at your staff feverishly planning the next mission,
you wonder—are you preparved for split-base operations?

ARMY AVIATION

A team of OH-58D Kiowa Warriors from Task
Force Horsemen patrel the skies over the
Nineveh Province near Tall Afar, lrag during a
Sept. 9, 2008 mission,

Task Force (TF) Horsemen, commanded by LTC
Michael Pyott and CSM Michael Dobs, was comprised of
over 525 personnel from the lst Sgdn., 17th Cav. Regt.
and its three organic air cavalry troops with 30 OH-58Ds,

It also included Co. C (minus) of the Znd Bn., 25th Avn.
Regt., an air assault company with 8 UH-60s, and other
accompanying headquarters, aviation unit and intermedi-
ate maintenance and forward support troops.

In August 2006, TF Horsemen relieved two Aviation
task forces of duties in Northern Iragq’s Nineveh Province.

The Horsemen were attached to the 25th Cht. Avn. Bde.
{(CAB) and in direct support to brigade combat teams (BCT)
operating in the largest area of operations (AQ) in Northern
Iraq im:luding Iraq’s second largest city of Mosul.
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This map shows the split-base dispersion of TF Horsemen units in
the Longknife area of operations.
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TF Horsemen's mission and commander's intent for split-base oper-
ations in the Longknife AQ in the Nineveh Province.

Upon mission assumption, the Horsemen were faced
with the challenge of providing armed reconnaissance, air
assault and aerial movement support in an area larger than
the state of Maryland, while being split-base at four loca-
tions: Forward Operating Base Diamondback near Mosul,
FOB Sykes near Tall Afar, Combat Outpost Nimr near
Sinjar, and a jump forward arming and refueling point or
FARP at Biaj.

Throughout their deployment, the TF Horsemen's avia-
tion capabilities would be reduced and split even further as
two Air Cav troops, three UH-60 crews and several
detachments would be sent to operate from Tikrit just
north of Baghdad in support of surge operations.

Despite these reductions, TF Horsemen's mission
requirements continued to increase,

During the next seven months, the Horsemen would
post record-breaking statistics, initiate innovative tactics,
techniques and procedures, and more importantly - earn
the reputation as the ground commander’s preferred and
proven asset for finding and destroying anti-Iragi forces.

By finding innovative and effective solutions to meet mis-
sion requirements, TF Horsemen further advanced the capa-
bilities and reputation of Army aviation. But this did not
come easy... there was turbulence and many lessons learned.

The Horsemen have identified the following areas and
the lessons learned to help aviation task forces prepare for
successful split-base combat operations.

Command & Control

One of the biggest challenges to safely and effectively
conducting split-base operations is to ensure that TF lead-
ership is active at each base.

The key leadership referred to here includes the TF
commander and command sergeant major, the executive
officer (XO), the 53 operations officer, and the standard-
ization instructor pilot and safety officer.

There are two arcas of emphasis, command civculation
and delegation, which facilitate unity of command and
unity of effort during split-base operations.

Command Circulation

Frequency, duration and flexibility are essential to
effective key leader circulation. The sooner the task force
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can establish a battle rhythm, despite ever changing enemy
and friendly situations, the better.

» Frequency. While the XO and S3 may remain relative-
ly stationary at their assigned detachments, other key lead-
ers must frequently circulate between each split-base loca-
tion without spending too much time at each. This will
facilitate safety, operations and discipline standardization
throughout the organization. The frequency at which key
leaders visit separate units should be planned, captured on
a battle rhythm, and adhered to as much as the situation
permits.

= Duration. During steady state operations, commanders
should consider spending an equal amount of time as pos-
sible at each location — with less time spent with subordi-
nate units attached to other battalions. Commanders
should avoid spending too much time at one location as
other task force elements will require their due attention.
m Flexibility, With this in mind, one must always remem-
ber that the enemy and higher headquarters will always
have a vote. Friendly casualties, ground operations, high-
er headquarter requirements and other situations will alter
your battle rhythm, Key leaders must be prepared to flex
their schedules as required, and when feasible, work back
to steady state leader circulation.

Delegation

Delegating command and control responsibilities dur-
ing split-base operations is a must.

Constantly changing weather and enemy and friendly
situations will prohibit the commander from being where
he or she wants to be. The commander must give his bat-
tlefield quarterbacks (the 53, XO, company commanders
and air mission commanders) the latitude and authority to
call audibles when the commander is away.

Leveraging the 53 and XO as detachment commanders
with final mission approval authority allows the comman-
der more flexibility to circulate and is a must during rest
and recuperation (R & R) leave periods.

As company-sized elements are detached to other bat-
talions, commanders will also rely heavily on their com-
pany and troop commanders to operate autonomously
from their parent headquarters. Furthermore, trends in Irag
continue to prove that the primary unit of action for daily
operations is the team (two aircraft).
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locations.
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TF Horsemen tactical operations center troopers receive “command
post of the future” refresher training from a contractor early in their

deployment.

Commanders must embrace this fact and empower their
team air mission commanders and ensure they are operat-
ing from clearly understood intent-based orders.

Communications & Connectivity

It goes without saying that communications between the
task force’s split-base command and control (C2) nodes is
critical to success - especially while separated by hundreds
of miles.

Dependable communications is even more paramount
with the added challenges of communicating with multiple
higher headquarters.

At any given time, TF Horsemen was responsible for
reporting to three different brigades: the 25th CAB, the 4th
BCT of Ist Inf. Div. (to whom TF Horsemen was in direct
support to in Nineveh Province), and the 82nd CAB locat-
ed initially at Fort Bragg, and then later when it deployed
to Afghanistan,

Each brigade used different means of communicating
and reporting. Despite these variables, the task force must
ensure reliable and redundant communication solutions
are maintained.

Two critical elements to this end are teaming with the
battle space owner and becoming proficient on multiple
connectivity tools,

Teaming

TF Horsemen, already short on personnel to support
split-base operations, teamed with the other battle space
owner and the 25th CAB for multiple communications and
connectivity resources.

A good example of this occurred when TF Horsemen
teamed with the 3rd Sqdn., 4th Cav. Regt. to establish an
aviation retransmission site. This site was equipped with
TF Horsemen radios and manned by 3-4 Cav. troopers to
sustain Horsemen aircraft.

The site was critical to reliable aviation communica-
tions throughout the vast western Nineveh Province, yet
did not require manning from the aviation task force.

Connectivity Proficiency
In addition to teaming, the split-base TF must immedi-
ately identify connectivity solutions their higher headquar-
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Sound SOPs and tactics, techniques and procedures between Task
Force C2 nodes ensure expedient aircrew and aircraft recoveries fol-
lowing enemy encounters and engagements. CW2 Jason Anderson,
left, and CW2 Byron Meads simulate the first OH-58D combat self-
extraction they experienced during their deployment.

ters will be using, and become proficient on them,

These systems include the Command Post of the Future
or CPOF, Fentrillo, Team Speak and Breeze.

Identifying these systems prior to deployment is highly
recommended as this will enable task forces to train on
establishing, maintaining and operating those systems
while reporting to multiple higher headquarters.

Operations & Intelligence

With 2 command, control, communications and connec-
tivity architecture established, operations and intelligence
management, tracking and reporting are the next key ele-
ments to refine.

Task forces must again consider the requirements of
reporting to multiple headquarters in different AOs, with
different standard operating procedures (SOP), threats; tac-
tics, techniques and procedures; and reporting requirements,

Common to the success of TF Horsemen's O&1 man-
agement were sound and updated SOPs and frequent col-
laboration between the C2 nodes.

SOPs

To ensure O&I reporting success, split-base units must
ensure that TOC (tactical operations center) and TAC (tac-
tical action center) reporting and operating procedures are
standardized. SOPs established for autonomous or tradi-
tional task force operations will require updating to
account for split-base operations.

Units should adjust SOPs prior to deployment (to
include higher headquariers’ requirements) and as the sit-
uation changes in combat,

Collaboration

Constant cross-talk between the TOC and TAC is criti-
cal for success.

Split-based units must also ensure that the TAC, and/or
other subordinate elements, report through the TOC before
being reported to higher headquarters.

This will facilitate TOC situational awareness and can
expedite — while using effective tools like CPOF — the
reporiing process to the CAB.
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Maintenance & Logistics

Owver the course of a 12 month rotation, aviation task
forces can expect to fly nearly 30,000 combat hours at an
average of 100 hours a month per airframe.

Task Forces may pump in excess of 2.5 million gallons
of fuel and expend over 2,700 rockets, and thousands of
rounds of other munitions. Accordingly, split-base units
must be prepared to overcome maintenance and logistics
challenges associated with supporting such operations,

With limited organic lift asseis to support a high opera-
tional tempo, units must find creative and collaborative
transportation solutions to sustain requirements. One of
these solutions involved proactive collaboration between
the production control officer for maintenance require-
ments, the distribution platoon for ammunition needs and
with task force C2 nodes.

Constant coordination is required to synchronize logis-
tical needs (i.e. parts, tools and ammo) and available lift
assets to deliver them between split-bases and higher
logistics hubs. Units must use all available joint assets.

Fixed-wing and rotary aircraft, and yes, even OH-58D
aircraft, can play a critical role in transferring small parts,
tools and limited ammunition in a pinch.

¥ o,

Personnel Augmentation

Careful personnel management is another critical ele-
ment to successful split-base operations. Because trans-
formed aviation units are not resourced to support multiple
24-hour staff and maintenance requirements, commanders
must seek augmentation accordingly.

The Human Resource Command and combat aviation
brigades with subordinate battalions and squadrons conduct-
ing split-base operations should also consider these limitations
and provide assistance to meet the TF commander’s needs.

During OIF 06-08, the 25th CAB provided an ample
amount of flight operations, intelligence, communications
and maintenance augmentation that enabled TF Horsemen
to accomplish their mission,

Troop Rotation
Safety models and history show that 4 to 6 months into
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Frequent collaboration between the task force TOC and TAC result-
ed in closely tracked and coordinated missions. Here a UH-60 from
Co. C, 2-25th Avn. lands to extract a strike team from the 1st Cav.
Div. during a mission in western Nineveh.

'

a deployment, units are at most risk due to complacency.

To counter complacency, the TF commander decided to
rotate his formation at about the 6-month mark. This rota-
tion included select staff, field grade leadership and the Air
Cav troops between the FOBs.

Between the Mosul and the western Nineveh areas of
operations, momentum was maintained, {roops were re-
energized, and tactical focus was refreshed.

Conclusion

Though these recommendations are just one unit's per-
spective, limited at best, and may not apply to every situ-
ation, the Army aviation community must be aware of the
inherent challenges associated with split-base operations
and do what is required to set the conditions for future
split-base success.

From pre-deployment through mission execution, com-
manders must adapt to and overcome split-base chal-
lenges. Moreover, we must tailor training at home station
and at our combat training centers to address these chal-
lenges, and appropriately resource people and equipment
to meet the mission.

By improving the way we conduct aviation split-base
operations, we will continue to advance Army aviation’s
role in the Global War on Terrorism by more effectively
supporting the ground maneuver
commander.

-
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MAJ Brian Zarchin was the
executive officer for Task Force
Horsemen with the Ist Sqdn.,
{7th Cav. Regt,, 82nd Cht. Avn.
Bde., while deployed to For-
ward Operaling Base Diamond-
head during Operation fragi
Freedom 06-08.
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By MAJ Brian E. Walsh

mall arms and rocket-propelled
grenade fire erupts on a convoy

as it traverses a stretch of high-
way, creating a chaotic environment
filled with smoke, broken glass and
twisted metal.

With a wounded Soldier clinging to
life, a nine-line aeromedical evacuation
(MEDEVAC) request is radioed in.

Company C of the 2nd Battalion,
3rd Combat Aviation Brigade, re-
ceives a radio report of a fellow
Soldier who needs attention.

The aircraft take off within 15 min-
utes from their base and arrive at a
dusty, non-secure roadside landing
zone, while a team of AH-64 Apaches
provide protection overhead.

After only a matter of minutes the
Soldier is safely aboard the helicopter,
receiving critical medical attention
and enroute to the combat support
hospital.

The pilots push their aircraft to its
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limits, fully aware that each second is
critical. And when the team arrives at
the combat hospital, the Soldier
makes it...he pulls through.

This consistent sense of urgency is
displayed for civilians as well.

An improvised explosive device
detonates on a road and hurls shrapnel
through a residential area striking a
young local national girl.

The MEDEVAC unit hears the call
that someone is in need, but the entire
area is in the midst of a dust storm,
reducing visibility to low levels.

The crews are ready to launch with
blades spinning, anxiously awaiting
the brigade commander’s approval.

Immediately upon clearance, the
aircraft are in the air and arrive with-
in minutes to the location. The medics
swiftly administer first aid and load
the child. The helicopters fly at maxi-
mum airspeeds through sand and dust
in a valiant effort to save a life,

As a result of the crews’ selfless ser-
vice, the girl receives prompt treatment.
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A MEDEVAC Black Hawk returns from another
daylight urgent mission.

T e W

Knighthawk MEDEVRC

Both of these scenarios have mate-
rialized on numerous occasions for
the members of the “Knighthawks"” of
the 2nd Bn., 3rd Avn. Regt.

In fact, the Knighthawks execute
approximately 150 MEDEVAC mis-
sions per month throughout a large
geographical area, aiding coalition
forces, Iragi soldiers and civilians, as
well as enemy prisoners of war.

MEDEWVAC is a key component of
the battlefield healthcare continuum
and remains an essential combat mul-
tiplier for the ground commander.

MEDEVAC companies are now
fully integrated in the general support
aviation baitalions (GSAB), and have
gained efficiencies in task organiza-
tion, operations and maintenance.

This article focuses on the effective
solutions developed by the Knight-
hawks to cope with unique opera-
tional challenges following the
MEDEVAC integration into a GSAB.

Topics include personnel efficien-
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An HH-80 medical evacuation helicopter lifts off
from a forward operating base in Iraq after receiv-

ing a "9-line" MEDEVAC mission request.

cies, flight medics, and dual-ship
split-base operational requirements
(executing the mission from multiple
locations away from battalion head-
quarters).

Unit Realilgnments

Prior to transformation, the
MEDEVAC modified table of organi-
zation and equipment (MTOE) facili-
tated independent company-level
operations.

The diverse and widespread geo-
graphic need for MEDEVAC cover-
age required an ‘H’ series MTOE. The
need stretched from garrison installa-
tions, to remote Training and
Doctrine Command sites such as
Ranger School, to Army tactical units
executing operations in support of the
Global War on Terrorism.

In fact, the MEDEVAC MTOE was
very similar to the former UH-60 lift
and CH-47 cargo *H’ series unit
MTOE.

Recently, MEDEVAC companies
were reorganized and integrated into
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the GSAB, much like its UH-60 and
CH-47 counterparts. The reorganiza-
tion has increased operational efficien-
cy in a multitude of areas, to include
command and control, aviation main-
tenance and logistical operations. The
shift has produced great successes in
the Iraqi theater of operations.

People Efficiencies

The first thing one will likely
notice about the newer MEDEVAC
unit is its change in size and composi-
tion. Current MEDEVAC MTOE
decreases personnel from 150 to 85,
and most notably limits the number
of dedicated aircraft maintenance
Soldiers.

In fact, the new MTOE completely
dissolved internal, company interme-
diate level maintenance. In addition,
while platoon sergeants for the UH-
60 and CH-47 companies are senior
aircraft maintainers (15T/U40), in the
HH-60 MEDEVAC companies they
are flight medics (68W30).

Ultimately the maintenance capa-
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bility within the company itself
comes from crew chiefs.

The new personnel configuration
creates a maintenance management
challenge, especially for split base
operations, this challenge is mitigated
through placement of key personnel.

For example, the Knighthawks
have effectively task organized peo-
ple from its aviation unit maintenance
company to mitigate this challenge,
attaching senior maintenance non-
commissioned officers to buitress the
aircrew members.

The attached Soldiers not only
enhance the maintenance capabilities
of the company at large, but they are
also able to train the crew members.

The task organization places the
MEDEVAC company in a similar
maintenance posture as the other
flight companies within the GSAB.

In addition to maintenance capabil-
ities, flight medic assignment also
presents its own challenges.

The most recent MTOE assigns 12
flight medics (13 including the com-
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An HH-60 MEDEVAC helicopter crew with ground Soldiers ready an injured trooper after an

improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle during 2 July mission in Iraq. MED-
EVAC crews will often land right in the heart of danger to save the life of service members,

civilians and even insurgents.

pany first sergeant), or one flight
medic per aireraft. Regulations do
allow maximum assignment of 1.5
flight medics per airframe, or I8
flight medics per company.

The increased manning is especial-
ly critical in a deployed environ-
ment, for reasons mentionced earlier,
However, current flight medic levels
are at 2 minimum Army-wide.

As a result, the 3rd Cht, Avn. Bde.
was creative in boosting medic levels
in order to mitigate potential shortfalls.

For example, the 3rd CAB cossoli-
dated medical activities into two
brigade-level troop medical clinics,
enabling the brigade to assign medics
with flight experience to the MED-
EVAC company, while progressing
other ground medics into flight medic
positions.

The end state is the Knighthawks
now have 18 fully mission qualified
medics in accordance with current
regulations and a minimal chance of a
break in full coverage.

Split Base Opevations

There were challenges in executing
“Ist Up and 2nd Up” dual-ship oper-
ations from split-base locations with
12 HH-60A Black Hawks. The com-
pany is divided into four platoons
with three aircraft per platoon.

When executing MEDEVAC pure
(one MEDEVAC aircraft chasing a
second MEDEVAC aircraft), three
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remote sites are able to have dual-ship
coverage with Istand 2Znd up, totaling
four aircraft per site.

The four ships at three locations
equate to 100 percent of the aircraft
being ready to fly; the Army standard
is 75 percent ready to {ly. Additional-
ly, one aircraft is in phasc at any given
time,

Several courses of action (COA)
cxist for providing support at multiple
locations.

The first COA is 1o conduct
MEDEVAC operations with purely
MEDEVAC aircraft {our current tech-
nique). The Knighthawk MEDEVAC
company operates from iwo sites as
pure MEDEVAC with six aircraft at
each base. The average maintenance
status is 10 ready to launch, one in
phase and one in scheduled mainte-
nance. This equatcs to 4 aircraft cov-
ering Ist Up and 2nd Up with one
spare at each iocation.

Executing operations with pure
MEDEVAC aircraft also prevents the
GSAB {or other battalions) from
using tegular UH-60 lift assets to
serve as chase aircraft.

This method ensures that maxi-
mum lift assets are in the fight and arc
able to keep more Scldiers off the
roads {and further exposed to impro-
vised explosive devices, etc.}.

Asecond COA is that the CAB pro-
vides non-MEDEVAC chase aircraft
and crews in support of MEDEVAC
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operations. This is a technique cxe-
cuted by some units in theater,

This course of action allows the
company to disperse its assets over a
larger geographical area, including
both aircraft and flight medics,

It does, however, limit other avia-
tion support to the ground maneuver
units as it takes the assets from the
fight by commifting them on lIst Up
and 2nd Up duty.

A thivd COA developed to meet the
dual-ship requirement is the radio
range concepl. Units that use this
mcthod launch single-ship MED-
EVAC aircraft provided there are
other aircraft or agencies that can
maintain fiight following.

Additionally, aircraft or agencies
must be able to respond for airerew
pickup in a reasonable amount of
time. This technique may be neces-
sary when the width and depth of the
battle space generally exceeds one-
hour of flight time from the MED-
EVAC crew location to the point of
injury site and on to the medical treat-
ment facility.

This technique acknowledges the
lack of immediate personnel recovery
in the ¢vent the aircraft must land at
an unsccured location for any rcason,

In &losing

MEDEVAC operations within the
GSAB arc extremely cfficient, but
leaders must address multiple chal-
lenges.

The Knighthawks have effectively
addressed the aforementioned chal-
lenges by implementing the appropri-
ate mitigating factors in an effort to
provide the best possible service to
combat units. As a result, the 2nd Bn.
of the 3rd CAB has executed iis
MEDEVAC mission without fail and
will continue to successfully execute
the life-saving mission throughout the
duration of our deployment.

We have earned our reputation...
when called upon we are there —
with dedicated and unhesitating ser-
vice to our fighting forces.

LI}
0.0 0’0

MAJ Brian E. Walsh is the
“Knighthawks” 83 operations and
training officer with the 2nd Bn., 3rd
Avn, Regt, 3rd Chi. Avn. Bde., from
Hunter Army Airfield, Ga., deployed
to Iraq in support of Operation Iragi
Freedont.
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CW4 Michael Goodman, a pilot with Co. B, 1-131st Avn,, is welcomed home by his family at
Fort Benning Aug. 18 after 14-months service in Iraq.

National Guard Aviation Returns
from Operation Iraqgi Freedom

By SGT Taylor Barbaree

mperatures soaring above 100
degrees didn’t seem o spoil the
homecoming for Soldiers of the

Alabama and Arkansas Army MNational
Guard’s 1st Bn., 131st Avn. Regt. as
they returned safely back into the
arms of loved ones gathered at Fort
Benning, Ga. for two separate rede-
ployment ceremonies Aug. 18 and 21.

The two ceremonies held in
Freedom Hall adjacent to Lawson
Army Airfield welcomed home more
than 350 members of three companies
of the 1-131st Avn. Those companies
were units from Montgomery and
Mobile, Ala., as well as Det. 1, Co. B
from Little Rock, Ark.

“I am glad to be back on American
soil,” said SGT Maurice Barnes from
Montgomery, as he was embraced by
wife Alisha after a 14-plus hour flight
home. “lI have been waiting for this
day since we began this deployment.
Today caps a journey in my career as
a Soldier that will stay with me forev-
er,” he said.

CW4 Mark Poland, a UH-60 Black
Hawk pilot, was flanked with big
smiles and tears of joy by family
members upon being dismissed after
the Aug. 18 ceremony.

“It is so good to have my husband
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home again,” said Jamie Poland from
Dothan, Ala., as the couple’s three
children clung to their dad. I could-
n’t be more proud of him for the sac-
rifices he has made for our family and
our nation.” Poland said he looked
forward to the amenities of home that
deployments do not afford, such as
high school football games and home-
cooked meals.

BG Frank Speed, Alabama ARNG
deputy adjutant general; BG Richard
Swan, Arkansas ARNG Joint Force
Land Component commander; and
BG Joe Harkey, 167th Theater
Support Command deputy comman-
der, presided over the ceremonies.

While deployed, the 1-131st Avn.
based at Balad Airbase and Logistic
Support Area Anaconda, was apart of
the 36th Cht. Avn. Bde. under the
operational control of the 4th Infantry
Division. The units ferried troops to
and from various locations, as well as
provided medevac transportation for
injured Soldiers.

In his remarks to family members,
LTC Zachary Maner, 1-131st Avn,
commander, praised Soldiers for a job
done well during their 14-month
deployment in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom.
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SGT Jonathan Smith, a helicopter crew
chief, embraces wife Amy and one-year old
daughter, Emma Lee, on reuniting Aug. 21.

“These Soldiers you see before you
really came together as a team during
the past 17-months,” reflected Maner.
“We flew more than 20,000 combat
hours, more than 18,000 combat mis-
sions, and pumped more than 3 mil-
lion gallons of fuel. That took a team
effort.”

Maner also noted the devoutness
and hard work of the unit during the
pre-deployment stage. “You mobilized
to Fort Hood (Texas), then to Fort Sill
(Okla.), then back to Fort Hood and
then on to Kuwait, before we ever
stepped foot on the ground in Irag. You
are a great team,” Maner said.

Before reuniting with family mem-
bers, Speed acknowledged 1-131st
Avn, Rept. members as “heroes” dur-
ing the Aug. 21 ceremony.

“In the last few lines of the
Mational Anthem, it is noted that we
are a land that is the home of the
brave,” Speed said. *You are not only
brave, but heroes for making this sac-
rifice to your country, state, and fam-
ilies. Your service is appreciated.”

Maner added that the Guardsmen
earned one Silver Star, three
Distinguished Flying Crosses and
nine Air Medals for their bravery; and
six Soldiers received the Purple Heart
for wounds in combat.

o
SGT Taylor Barbaree is a photojouwn-
nalist with Joint Forces Headguarters
Public Affairs Office of the Alabama
Army National Guard, Montgomery.
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CW2 Brett Krass with Co. |, 185th Theater Avn. Co., Mississippl ARNG,
sits in the pilot's station of a C-23 Sherpa where he was wounded in
his hand and legs in Irag.

CWS5 Terry Lee with the Missouri Army National Guard, here still a
CW4, stands alongside one of the C-23 Sherpa aircraft he flew while
serving as a battalion safety officer with the Operational Support
Airlift Command in Irag.

Wounded Sherpa Crew
Earns Distinguished Flying Crosses

By LTC Patrick A.Weber

4O hey're boxy, but they're good!” That’s the way
Dudley Moore described the Volvo in the 1990
maovie “Crazy People™ where he focuses on truth in

advertising.

You can’t say it much better for the C-23 Sherpa that’s
been operating out of Kuwait and Iraq by all five of the Army
Mational Guard theater aviation companies since 2003.

While the Short Brothers aircraft manufacturing compa-
ny made the plane “boxy,” it’s the pilots and flight engi-
neers that have been making the airplane “good™ — doing
more with less while conducting daily combat aerial sus-
tainment missions throughout the Iraqi theater.

These crews are all true heroes, but occasionally one
crew stands out in their gallantry. This past January the
crew of Boxcar 63 did just that.

To honor all of the remarkable C-23 Sherpa crews that
pass through Irag and Kuwait, allow me to tell the story of
the extraordinary heroism that crew displayed.

A maxim of combat flight operations is that “In a com-
bat zone there are no routine missions.”

An Eventful Day

On the morning of January 4, CW2 Brett Krass received
his assignment as the pilot in command of Boxcar 63.

Gathering his copilot CW5 Terry Lee and flight engi-
neer SGT Alex Johnston, and Capt. Mark Shepherd, an Air
Force flight surgeon, Krass issued instructions to ensure
they were ready for the day ahead.

One mission parameter was to conduct local area orien-
tation training for copilot Lee who was completing his
third mission in country. Upon departure from Balad
Airbase, the crew proceeded west at low-level using stan-
dard tactics, techniques and procedures.
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Upon crossing the 20 mile point, Krass noticed a white
pickup truck with at least one person standing nearby.

It was a mile away but near the flight path,

Mot sceing any weapons, but also not wishing to fly
over a potential threat, Krass banked the aircraft in an
effort to better observe the potential threat and avoid it.

After rolling out of the turn, the Sherpa began taking
intense ground fire one or two seconds later.

The crewmembers heard the explosive sounds of bullets
striking the fuselage, then noted the sparks in the cockpit
and smelled both smoke and fuel in the aircraft.

The C-23 was still flying and exited the danger zone,
but not before it had been struck multiple times.

Assessing the Situation

Shepherd, the flight surgeon, who was performing crew
duties on the right side of the aircraft, began to make med-
ical assessments. He checked with the pilots to ensure they
were able to perform their duties. He then checked the
cabin area and began to treat a passenger who had been
struck in his helmet by two bullets and was unconscious
with a concussion,

While Shepherd was administering critical first aid,
Krass and Lee continued their assessment of the aircrafi.

While checking the aircraft controllability by pressing the
aircraft pedals, Krass discovered that he had been struck in
the hand, and also noticed a bullet wound to his lower leg.

Despite his wounds, Krass initiated a turn away from
the danger area. Upon discovery of the severity of his
wounds, Krass transferred the flight controls to Lee who
completed the turn away from the danger zone to prevent
the enemy from reengaging them.

Lee, who was still unaware that he too was wounded in
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COL Vernon A, Sevier Jr., right, the 36th Cbt, Avn. Bde. commander,
congratulates Air Force Flight Surgeon Capt. Mark Shepherd for his
life saving actions on January 4 and presents him with a comman-
der's coin of excellence.

the leg, took control of the aircraft.

Krass began to extricate himself so he could receive
medical attention for wounds that were now causing blood
loss and initial shock symptoms. But, before leaving his
seat he had the presence of mind, in spite of his injuries
and the harrowing events taking place around him, to input
commands into the aircraft’s navigation system to give
Lee the route back to Balad.

Again, Lee was on his third flight in country and still rel-
atively unfamiliar with the area. By entering this course data
into the navigation system, he ensured the information was
available to Lee to fly his damaged aircraft back to base.

Shepherd transferred his attention from the passenger and
immediately began to freat Krass's injuries to both of his
lower legs, and to his hand causing serious loss of blood.

From Crew Chief to Pilot

With Shepherd treating Krass, Johnston immediately
went to the cockpit to occupy the left pilot’s seat and assist
Lee. He assisted with cockpit duties while Lee adjusted
radios to contact Balad Approach or Tower,

Because one of the aircraft’s primary radios was dam-
aged in the attack, Lee was unable to contact either
agency. He did transmit an emergency call on common
traffic advisory frequency advising another aircraft to
avoid that area.

Additionally, he was able to contact the battalion tacti-
cal operations center and brief them on the incident.

As the return fight progressed, Johnston continuously
moved between the cockpit and the cabin area, assisting
Shepherd by treating Krass and the passenger with oxy-
gen, and then returning to assist Lee with Mlight duties in
the cockpit.

Unknown to both Lee and Johnston (who was back in
the left pilot’s seat) the aircrafl’s left tire was shot out.

ATense Landing

Upon arrival back at Balad, CW35 Lee was still unable
to communicate with the control tower to obtain landing
clearance. He executed an extremely difficult low-level,
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SGT Alex Johnston, from Co, |, 185th Theater Avn, Co., Missouri
Army National Guard, was presented the Distinguished Flying Cross
on May 2.

high-speed approach in order to complete a safe touch-
down. Lee safely landed the aircraft on the shredded fire,
expertly maintaining directional control,

As the aircraft slowed, Johnston, who had only minimal
training to do so, assumed control of the aircraft’s steering
tiller and was able to safely steer the aircraft onto a con-
necting taxiway.

Crash rescue teams were already in transit due to the
earlier radio call to the TOC and quickly amived on the
scene to offer assistance and transport the wounded
Soldiers to the nearby hospital for treatment.

For Bravery Under Fire

As a result of their actions on this memorable mission,
there would be a total of five awards and four Combat
Action Badges awarded. Several months later the three C-
23 crewmembers received the Distinguished Flying Cross
for their actions on that January day, a true testament to their
courage under fire.

Both Krass and Lee received the Purple Heart medal for
their wounds received from enemy action. The crew, to
include Shepherd, received the Combat Action Badge for
their engagement with the enemy ground force.

Later we learned that the CAB presented by the Army
to Shepherd, an Air Force officer, is only one of a few
CABs camed by members of the other services,

All Sherpa crews, including CW 35 Terry Lee, CW2 Brett
Krass and SGT Alex Johnston, take great pride in the fact
that they are pushing this airframe to its very limits to pro-
vide our fellow Soldiers with the beans and bullets they
need, and most importantly when they need them.

Because of their commitment, it's difficult to find a

Soldier, Sailor, Airman or Marine throughout Irag who
doesn’t know about these “boxy, but good” aircraft.
e
LTC Patrick A. Weber is the commander of the Operafional
Support Airlift Command based at Logistical Support Area
Anaconda in Irag.
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Family Readiness Group Training

By Sherri MacWillie, Sonia Patton
and Shannon McRae

Editor’s note: This month contributing editor Judy Konitzer
provides us with more information on Family Readiness
Group training with this article by Sherri MacWillie, Sonia
Patton and Shannon McRae based on their experiences while
with the Cht. Avn. Bdle. of the 4th Inf. Div. at Fort Hood, Texas.

ue to ready their families for another deployment. We
look to our recent experiences and ask ourselves,
“What made the biggest difference to the families?”

As we think of all the ups and downs—the biggest
things that went right and what went terribly wrong—the
major problems with fundraising, the stresses of multiple
deployments on our families, one thing crosses all issues
and without it the brigade family readiness group (FRG)
leadership will run themselves ragged...it is TRAINING.

Oﬁen we are asked to sit on panels as brigades contin-

New Families

Although, these days, most Army families have been
through a deployment, unit FRG leaders should plan some
training that is focused strictly on families that are rela-
tively new to the Army.

This group covers families with one to five years of ser-
vice, on second marriages, or young Soldiers and spouses
that have never been away from home.

The training should include: Army Family Team
Building (AFTB) level one, the Family Readiness Group
Basic Course, and other Army Community Service (ACS)
classes and forums that include the post's resources,

Mew families should learn what resources and programs
arc available and where to get them, what a chain of con-
cern is and how they fit in, and especially in this catego-
ry...the new parent support program, child and youth
activities, and volunteer programs that give free daycare.

To this group you teach independence and group activi-
ties, self-sufficiency and when to ask for help, knowledge
of Army programs and how to get connected within their
community,
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LTC Chuck Werner, the £th Cht. Avn. Bde. rear detachment comman-
der, presented Lisa Hampton with a brigade certificate and coin for
her contributions during the monthly volunteer appreciation lun-
cheon at Fort Hood.

ARMY AVIATION

=
z
Frd
=
g

During the homecoming of the 4th Combat Aviation Brigade at Fort
Hood, Texas, all five battalions and the brigade Headquarters
Company grouped together to offer welcome home T-shirts and bas-
kets for sale, and free goodies and drinks for all families waiting for
their Soldiers to return.

In this group you may have a very special sub-group of
spouses that are under 18 years of age; some are finishing
high school, while others are emancipated teens. We keep
a special eye out for them, with extra support. A young, but
mature spouse can do a great job as a mentor without the
teen feeling that mom is watching their every mowve,

First Time FRG Leaders

The next group you want to focus on is those spouses
that are volunteering for the first time in a position of lead-
ership from key callers to company FRG leaders.

The first thing we suggest to our new company leaders
and any new company level volunteer is to take a commu-
nity resource class like the one that the Fort Hood ACS
offers, It is a two-day class during which on-post agencies
brief their services. They bring literature so new leaders
can build their company information binders or make
copies for their unit,

The next suggestion is that all FRG leaders take the
FRG Basic Course, also given by ACS,

These two classes will provide the new leaders a very
good base. Then they can enhance their training with the
FRG Advanced Course, which focuses on management of
volunteers and gives them the organizational skills needed
to run an effective FRG.

The AFTB Level 1 course is a great opportunity for our
new leaders, spouses and Soldiers. It focuses on the Army
basics like military acronyms—that language we have all
become fluent in using.

It also introduces the local chain of command, basic
problem solving and financial readiness, so they know
where to go when they need assistance. It will also help
them understand their Soldier’s role in the military.

As a new leader, this is usually the first time a spouse is
responsible for understanding the Army regulations that
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they fall under, new fundraising guidelines, FRG financial
account regulations, and local post regulations.

This is the first leadership role in which you begin to
work with not only your peers, but your battalion, brigade
and division FRG advisors; and understand how your com-
pany fits into the total Army and learn the dynamics of
working together as one team.

Battalion Leaders

This is the easiest group to train because they are
already experienced. You want to give them a clear under-
standing of the post and Army regulations so they can in
turn train and guide the company level volunteers.

The one area where we had constant questions was the
new fundraising guidance.

We recommend you get to know Army Regulation 608-
1, Personal Affairs: Army Commmity Service Center;
Appendix J, Army Family Readiness Group Operations.

A couple of important points for battalion commanders
and FRG advisors can be found in section J-7 Informal
Funds, b. Fund Custodian: (1) The custodian and alternate
are personally liable for any loss or misuse of funds; and
(3) The custodian will provide reports to unit commander
monthly and as requested.

An annual report on fund activity will be provided to the
first colonel (06) commander no later than 30 days after
the end of the calendar year,

The reports will summarize the financial status, to
include current balance, total income, and an itemized list
of expenditures along with an explanation showing how
the expenditures are consistent with the purpose of the
FRG informal fund as established in the standard operat-
ing procedure.

It can make it easier if the battalion advisors train the
company FRG fund treasurers to keep a running copy of
all detailed expenses all year.

The other regulation that can cause trouble is J-7 £, Gifis
to FRG informal fimds.

It is important to train the company level spouses that
gross mishandling of funds can result in a loss of funds,
and regulatory violations can also get their commanders in
trouble too.

At this level we encouraged, and we enjoyed taking
AFTB Levels 11 and III, the AFTB Instructor Training and
were lucky to have two of our leaders as master trainers.

Taking these classes together made it easier to discuss
group dynamics, conflict resolution, mentoring and advis-
ing, crisis and grieving,

The best that battalion FRG leaders can offer each other
is teamwork. With five battalions in an aviation brigade,
there is plenty of opportunity to combine classes, fundrais-
ing, meals-on-wheels, share ideas and help each other with
creative solutions to family issues.

This is especially helpful when the Soldiers return
home. The five battalions blended together to set up a
combined table with goodies and drinks for all the families
that were waiting for the return of their Soldiers.

Pre-Deployment Training

It is crucial that the battalion level FRG leaders under-
stand operational security or OPSEC, and how to train
their company FRG leaders when they, in turn give out
information to not only the spouses but the grandparents,
parents, fiancés and friends.
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This includes personal websites, information in e-mails,
cell phone calls to their Soldier downrange, pictures in cir-
culation. Sometimes it takes an explanation of how the
enemy is listening in.

Ensure that the spouses know what not to say on cell
phones to Irag, or written in e-mails to Irag, or who your
Soldiers are flying with, when they fly and where they fly,
etc. The amount of information that spouses know and take
for granted can be crucial to the security of our Soldiers
and their mission.

On an installation as large as Fort Hood with many dif-
ferent units, the training has to be generalized to reach
everyone; and in some areas aviation brigades have to
spend a little more time with some aviation-focused train-
ing for families.

The most repeated issue that aviation families deal with
during a deployment is CNN [Cable News Network]. We
train our families that the media will broadcast helicopter
information the moment something has occurred.

This generates secondary issues as you can imagine,

Notification is a very important, well thought out
process for our Army and understanding it is key to stop-
ping any gossip before it multiplies,

Training the company and battalion FRG leaders on
how the casualty notification system works is vital before
deployment.

FRG leaders need to understand how casualty informa-
tion is released and incorporate a briefing from the
Casualty Assistance Office as part of their training.

We were very fortunate to have an excellent CAO on
Fort Hood and they provided a very thorough briefing to
our leaders.

This training gave them tools to deal with the calls they
would get before official notification could be made.

You Are Not Alone

These ideas and suggestions are all just our experience
during one deployment at one specific time.

Each deployment is different, each group is different.

Stay strong, don’t go it alone, and ask for help!
L
Sherri MacWillie is the spouse of COL Donald MacWillie
{1 and Sonia Patton is the spouse of CSM Kenneth Patton,
and bath are former advisars to the 4th Infantry Division s
Combat Aviation Brigade family readiness group. Shannon
MeRae is the Family Readiness Support Assistant to the
4th CAB at Fort Hood, Texas.
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Editor's note: Companies can send their Army Avialion refaled news
releases and information lo editor@quad-a.org.

Westar to Support AH-64D Upgrade and Fielding

The Apache Attack Helicopter Project Manager's Office
awarded Westar Aerospace & Defense Group, Inc.,
Huntsville, Ala., a five-year contract July 31 to continue
supporting the upgrade and fielding of the 634 AH-64D
Longbow Apache Block Il (AB3) helicopters. The AB3
improvements begin in 2008 and include the integration of
advanced technologies o include unmanned aircraft sys-
tem control capability, improved situational awareness,
enhanced engines and drive systems, targeting capahility,
and an upgraded communications suite.

UH-T2A LUH Approved for Full Rate Production

The Army Acquisition Executive approved Aug. 23 the UH-T2A
Lakota light utility heli-
copter to begin full rate
production with the
signing of the acquisi-
tion decision memo-
randum. The approval
comes 14 months
after the milestone
“C" decision to enter
low rate initial pro-
duction and three
months after equipping the first UH-72A unit at the
Mational Training Center, Fort Irwin, Calif.

Miniature CDL Terminal Makes Test Flight

L-3 Communications, New York, announced July 31 the
successful flight test of a 1-pound common data link (CDL)
compliant software-programmable terminal on a small
unmanned aircraft system in Salt Lake City, Utah. The tiny
rugged system—including a
digital modem, RF electron-
ics and amplifiers—transmit-
ted full motion video at 45
Mbps and 10.71 Mbps to
three different CDL ground
stations. The flight was wit-
nessed by represeniatives
from the Army, Air Force and
Marines.

GE Awarded Speclal Ops Engine Contract

The Army exercised an oplion Aug. 13 for production
engines under a competitively awarded contract to
General Electric Aviation, Lynn, Mass., for the YT706-
GE-700 engine for its special operations aviation MH-60M
helicopter program. In July, the YT708-GE-700 engine
successfully completed an emergency power demonstra-
tion test running well over the rated maximum temperature
for 10 minutes and 29 seconds, completing all production
airworthiness release gualification testing. This final test
demonstrates engine response to severe over-tempera-
ture conditions, validating a design that provides addition-
al emergency power capability to flight crews.

ATTC Awards Westar Contract for Engineering Services

The Army’s Aviation Technical Test Center at Fort Rucker,
Ala. awarded a five-year $22 million re-compete contract
July 26 to Westar Aerospace & Defense Group, Inc., for
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engineering services. Westar will supply a 45-member
team to provide engineering and aviation testing services,
ranging from developmental testing of advanced aircraft
survivability systems to complex preliminary airworthiness
evaluations for the new MH-60M Black Hawk helicopter.
Westar also will assist in planning the integration of the
ATTC with the new Redstone Test Center being formed in
Huntsville, Ala.

Goodrich Selected for UH-60L Health Management Systems

The Army Aviation and Missile Command awarded a con-
tract in August to Goodrich Corp., Charlotte, N.C. to pro-
vide helicopter Vehicle Health Management Systems to
retrofit into UH-60L aircraft prior to deployment in Irag.
Goodrich's integrated VHMS applies full-time diagnostic
health monitoring of the entire helicopter mechanical drive
train, from the engines to the rotor system, as well as mon-
itoring of hundreds of aircraft signals and when the aircraft
exceeds limitations and restrictions. The Army is using the
system fo move from flight hour-based maintenance to
actual health, or condition-based, maintenance practices.

Yulista Receives Aerospace Quality Management Certification
Yulista Aviation, Meridianville, Ala., received ils aero-
space quality management standard AS9100 and AQMS
for maintenance organizations AS9110 cerifications from
Mational Quality Assurance, USA, on Aug. 9. Currently,
Yulista is the third company in the U.S. to obtain AS2100
and AS2110 certification, achieving their qualification in a
record 87 days with a 100 percent score. Yulista operates
an FAA certified repair station at the Madison County
Executive Airport.

Aviators Receive Improved HMD for Simulators

The Program Executive Office for Simulation, Training and
Instrumentation announced Sept. 24 the award of a $24
million contract to Rockwell
Collins  Simulation and
Training Solutions for the
modification and upgrade of the
helmet mounted display tech-
nology within the aviation com-
bined arms tactical trainer
(AVCATT). The 2.5 pound HMD
is 3.5 pounds lighter than the
older system it replaces and is
a high-resclution, full color dis-
play that mounts directly to the
user's helmet. The HMD field-
ing begins in fall 2008,

Night Stalkers Fire-up MH-47G Simulator

CAE USA, Tampa, Fla.,, announced Aug. 20 the 160th
Special Operations Avn. Regt. has placed a new CAE-built
MH-47G Chinook combat mission simulator (CMS) into
service at Fort Campbell, Ky. The CMS features a colli-
mated display system with large vertical fields-of-view on
a full motion simulator and simulation of the common
avionics architecture system. It also features the first-ever
implementation of a new database architecture designed
for the U.S. Special Operations Command. The simulator
adds to the Army's Special Operations Forces Aviation
Training and Rehearsal Systems (ASTARS) program led
by the Program Executive Office for Simulation, Training
and Instrumentation.
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Army Contracts Raven UAS Logistics Support
AeroVironment, Inc., Monrovia, Calif., announced Sept. 5
their award of a $16.4 million contract to provide logistical
support services for the
Army's Raven small 4.2-
pound unmanned aircraft
system program. Services
will include refurbishment,
reconstitution and repair
work, as well as the migration
of systems to the latest con-
figuration during the refur-
bishment process. The Raven
UAS has flown tens of thou-
sands of hours in support of
combat operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

More HIRRS Ordered for Black Hawks

CPI Aerostructures, Inc., of Edgewood, M.Y., announced
July 31 that Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., Stratford, Conn.,
placed an additicnal $3.2 million order for hover infrared
reduction system (HIRRS) module assemblies for use on
UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters. This contract is expected
to satisfy Sikorsky's requirements through early 2009. The
HIRRS assembly helps to reduce the infrared heat signa-
ture of the engine's exhaust gases that heat seeking mis-
siles use to attack aircraft. Each UH-60 aircraft uses a
HIRRS on each of its two engines.

Contracts — (From various sources. An *** by a company name indi-
cales a small business contract)

Aero Vironment Corp.*, Monrovia, Calif., was awarded Aug. 30 a
$16.3M contract for logistical support to RQ-11 Raven unmanned air-
craft system. Work should be completed by July 31.

Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., Stratford, Conn., was awarded a $9.8M con-
Iract for engineering services supporl on the MH-BOM aircraft in support
of U.S. Special Operations Command Technology Applications
Contracting Office. The work will be in Stratford and should be com-
pleted by Aug. 31, 2012.

Sampson Construction, Lincoln, Neb., was awarded Aug. 15 a
$32.1M contract for construction of an Army aviation support facility in
Cheyenne, Wyo. to be completed by March 29, 2009.

Goodrich Corp., Diamond Bar, Calif., was awarded Aug. 15 a $13.6M
conlract for high speed internal rescue hoists for Army National Guard
aviation units. Work should be completed by Aug. 14, 2010.

Hummingbird Aviation, LLC, Hammond, LA, was award Aug. 15 a
$112.3M two-year conlract to perform as needed rotary wing trans-

porlation services lo transport Class 1-X supplies, U.S, mail and pas-
sengers in Afghanistan at military airfields until Sept. 30, 2008,

General Atomics, San Diego, Calif,, was awarded Aug. 14 a $5.1M
contract for system developmenl and demonstration for lhe extended
range/multi-purpose unmanned aircraft system. Work should complet-
ed by Aug. 31, 2009,

Telford Aviation, Dothan, Ala., was awarded Aug. 13 an $11.1M con-
tract for operational support for medium airborne reconnaissance sur-
veillance systems. Work should be completed by April 30.

Morthrop Grumman Systems Corp., Sierra Vista, Ariz., was awarded
Aug. 7 a $30M contract for the rehabilitation, reconstitution, repair, mod-
ification and integration of damaged and obsolete Flight Team Hunter
unigue equipment. Work should be completed by Aug. 6.

Hawkeye Glove Mfg.", Fort Dodge, lowa, was awarded Aug. 7 a $5.2M
contract for flyers winter gloves. Work will be performed in Aberdeen
Proving Ground, Md., and should be completed by June 8, 2010.

Stewart-Matl Ltd.*, Austin, Texas, was awarded July 27 a $5.7M con-
tract for construction of a Predator Operations Complex in Houston to
be completed by March 31.

Rockwell Collins Services, Cedar Rapids, lowa, was awarded a
$13.9M contract for lifecycle contractor support on the common avion-
ics architeclure system and cockpil management system installed on
the AMMH-6, MH-47 and MH-60 aircraft in suppord of U.S. SOCOM
Technology Applications Coniracling Office. Work will be performed at
Fort Campbell, Ky.: Fort Lewis, Wash.; Hunler Army Airfield, Ga.; and in
Cedar Rapids, and should be completed by Jan. 31, 2012.
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Thunder Brigade Gets New Commander

\

AVIATION GENERAL OFFICERS

The Army Chief of Staff announced Aug. 13 the assignment of BG
Richard J. Sherlock, Jr., depuly commander and depuly chief of
Amy Reserve for Management, Resources and Support, U.S.
Army Reserve, Washington, D.C. to special assisiant to the Direclor
for Operations, J-3, Joint Staff, Washington, D.C.

LTG James D. Thurman was confirmed by the Senale Aug. 3 for
reappointment to the rank of ieutenant general and assignment on
the Ammy staff as the deputy chief of staff for Operations, G-3/5/7,
Washinglon, D.C. He is currently serving as commanding general
of the V Corps in Germany,

The Senate confimed Aug. 1 the nominalion of COL Bradly 5. .

MacNealy for promotion lo the rank of brigadier general. MacNealy | COL Jeffery N, Colt relinquished command of the 158th
is currently serving as the properly and fiscal officer for the stale of | Combat Aviation Brigade at Fort Campbell, Ky, on July 13 to
Mississippi in Jackson. He is a former commander of the 185th Avn. | COL Ronald F. Lewis. Colt led the "Thunder Brigade™ for two
Bde., Miss. Army National Guard, years, including a year-long deployment in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom in Balad, fraq from Sepl. 2005 lo Sepl. 2006,

Lewis recenlly graduated from Ihe Naval War Coflege in
Newport, R, and previously served as the senior aviation frain-
LTC Mark G. Dykes refinquished command of the 2nd Bn., 151st | er al the National Training Cenlter, Fort Irwin, Calif. Today Coll is
Avn Regl., South Carolina Army Mational Guard, to LTC Robert T | the assisiant depuly director for Strateqy and Policy on the Joint
Bradsheron Oct. 20 at the Army Aviation Suppori Facility, McEntire | Staff at the Penlagon, Washington, D.C. Here, MG Jefirey J.
Joint National Guard Base in Eastover, 5.C. Bradsher previously | Schloesser, center, commanding general of the 101st Airborne
served as the adjutant of the 59th Avn. Troop Command. Oykes is | Div,, passes the 159th CAB colors to Lewis, after receiving them
now the deputy commander of the 59th Awn, Trp. Cmd.

“Wings of the Eagle” Change Commanders New Commander Leads “Arctic Talons" of Task Force 49

ARAIY PHOTD BY GPC VMCENT FUSCD.

PHOTO BY LT COL MALCOLM REMENY, LISAF

: - ¢ A COL John C. Buss reinquished command of the Task Force 49
LTC Charles A. Fish relinquished command of 4th Bn.. 101st July 25 to COL Chandler C. Sherrell al Fort Wainwright, Alaska.
Avn. Regt., 159th Cht. Avn, Bde., June 8 at Fort Campbell, Ky., Buss is now the chief of staff for the U.S. Alaska Command, a
to LTC James T. Benson. Benson previously served as the joint command, at Elmendorf Air Foree Base. Sherrell previously
deputy G3 for the 101st Airborne Div. Fish is now the Altack- served as the depuly legislative assistant to the chairman of the
Reconnaissance Aviation Systems Officer for the Aviation Joint Chiefs of Staff, GEN Peler Pace, in Washinglon, D.C.
Directorate with the office of the Depuly Chief of Staff for Op- Piclured here, MG Stephen R. Layfield, lefi, commanding gener-
erations, G-3/5/7, Washington, D.C. Here, COL Jeffrey N. Coll, al of the U.S. Army Alaska, passes the TF 49 colors to Sherrell
right, 159th CAB commander, passes the unit colors to Benson. during his assumption of command from Buss, second from right.
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE

New Red Bull Aviation Commander Readies for War

ARLIY PHOTO BY MEG EDWN HOLT

The 34th Cbt Avn. Bde. of the Minnesota Army Mational Guard
changed command Aug. 4 in the St. Paul Armory. COL Ronald
Neumeister relinguished command after two years to promotable
LTC R. Clay Brock Jr. The 34th CAB has begun mobilization
preparation and training for Operafion Iragi Freedom 08-10 o
replace the 12th CAB as a corps avialion brigade in Irag. Pictured
above, Brock, right, passes the 34th CAB colors back o CSM
Gery Thesing, senior NCO of the unit.

7-101st Avn, Changes Leaders

LTC Stephen A. Tuumajan relinquished command May 23 of
the Tth Bn., 101st Avn. Regt., 159th Cbt. Avn. Bde., to LTC
Robert P Dickerson at Fort Campbell, Ky. Dickerson previ-
ously served as the Professor of Military Science for the
Reserve Officer Training Corps program at Tulane University in
New Crleans, La. Toumajan has retired from the Army after a
successful career. Above (| to r) are: COL Jefirey Colt, 159th
CAB commander; Dickerson with unit colors, Tournajan, and
CSM John L. Chandler, 159th CAB CSM.

OFFICER CANDIDATE SCHOOL SELECTIONS

Three chief warrant officers and a specialist were among the
Soldiers selected in August to attend the Officer Candidate School
in November and December al Fort Benning, Ga. Upon completion
of the 14-week course each will be commissioned as an aclive duly
2LT in Awiation. Congratulations to:

CW3 Robert H. Wilson, Fort Rucker, Ala.

Reporting Nov. 11 o Class 08-301

Night Stalkers Welcome
2nd RWO

CWS5 David Cooper assumed
duties as the second
Regiment Warrant Officer for
160th Special Operations
Aviation Regiments (Airborne)
during an Aug. 30 ceremony at
§ Forl Campbell, Ky. Cooper
replaces CWS5 Karl Maier,
who was the first Night Stalker

e selecled to hold the newly
established position in 2006. “Dave is one of the premier war-
riors in Army Aviation today, an experienced Night Stalker, a
dynamic figure in the Regiment and full of energy to get after
leading and managing the warranl officer issues in Ihe
Regiment,” said COL Kevin W. Mangum, 160th SOAR com-
mander. Mangum had high praise for Maier. "Karl is one of my
most trusted advisors,” Mangum said. "He'll tell me things oth-
ers wouldn't dare and provides sage counsel and advice.” Maler
returns o serve as a standardization instructor pilot in one of
the 160th SOAR line battalions. The RWO plays a key role rep-
resenting more than 300 warrant officers in the regiment and
providing advice and counse! to the command group.
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CW3 Christopher C. Palumbo, Forl Rucker, Ala.
CW2 Wesley R. Cogdal, Fort Campbell, Ky.

SPC Aaron L. Green, Hawall

Reporfing Dec. 2 to Class 08-302

PROMOTIONS

The Amy Human Resources
Command released July 31 the
fiscal year 2007 reserve com-
ponent Chief Warrant Officer 4
and 3 selection board resulls.
AMAA congratulates the follow-
ing 34 officers.

Stone, James M.
Vest, Michael O,
Wolman, Daniel D.

To CW3
Bevelander, Mark C.
Grajkowski, Thomas

Haley, Michael 5.
To CW4 Holmes, Shawn W,
Ault, John 3. Knight, Frank P.
Bauer, Keilh N. Kruszona, Raymond
Belts, Charles C. Mastropietro, Anthony
Bouchefle, Hugh D. Mills, lan F.
Chavez, Francis A Nelson, Ronald L.
Coffin, Glenn T, Qaks, Steven C.
Cross, Douglas B. Russell, Shane M.
Davis, Emeast Sarrette, Micol A.
Escalanti, Curtis Schmitz, Timathy L. +
Houska, Howard Jr. * Thackston, Eric B.
Kiser, Richard F. Thomas, Brian M.
Maynard, Jonathan Walton, Kenneth L.
Paradis, Paul K.
Soltani, James K. ' = AAAA Member
Starritt, Jeffray + = Life Member

&3
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE
The active Army Fiscal Year 07 Hunter, Annetie 1525
Sergeant Major Selection Board  Hurst, Zacchaeus H. * 1525
Resulls were released August  Ibsen, David J. 15P5
21, AAAA congralulates the fol-  Inniss, Kirk D. 1525

ing 98 senior non-commis-  Jindrich, Edward 5. 1525
sioned officers. Johnson, Timothy 5. 1525

Jones, Duwayne D. 1525

NAME MOS  Jones, Johnny A. 1625
Adams, Richard 5. 15P5  Jordan, Kevin C. 15P5
Akpinar, Necali * 15P5  Jourdan, Douglas L. 1525
Albert, Ruben L. 1525  Kimble, Dexter L. 15P5
Alexander, Aaron B. 1525  Kirby, Joseph W.* 1525
Altheide, Dwight R. * 1525 Lee,JohnT. 1525
Anderson, Crystal L. * 15P5  Lee, Trefus E. 1525
e mme, |
meit, Marion E. artellcarbo, o p
Bailey, Scoft A. 1575 Mastrian, Mark K. 1575 | Ammy astronaut COL Douglas “Doug” H H'!mhck a mission
Berrios, Powell L. 1525  McGraw, Robert B, 15P5 specialist at the Johnson Space Center in Texas, is slated to fly as
Blair, Patrick A 15P5  Merriwelher, Desrick 15Z5 | a member of the 6-person STS-120 space shuttle crew. 5TS-120
Bosowski, Christian 1525 Meyer, Phillip J. 15P5 | s the 23rd shultle mission to the International Space Station, and
Bausiey, Fubed D. 15P5  Newman, JoshuaA. 1963 | il carry up an ltalian-buit U.S. Node 2 multi-port connecting mod-
Brewster, Randal D. 1525  (¥Black, Stuarl C. + 1525 : i ,
Brown, Viemon C. 1525 ODonnell, Michael P~ 1525 | Ule for the station. This will be Wheelock's first spacefight and
Eurke, Ricardo W. 15P5  Pace, G 0. 15P5 launches on Oct. 23 for a 14 day mission. Wheeleck will conduct
Camacho, Christopher 1525  Palfreeman, Jason J. 15P5 both extravehicular activity (spacewalk) and robotics operations
Carter, Micolas V., * 1625  Paul, David R. * 1525 during the: mission's three scheduled spacewalks.
Conn, Kenneth D. 15P5  Perez, Maria M. + 16P5
Cooper, Keith V. * 15Z5  Pinckney, Marvin A 15P5
Davis, Danny J. 1525  Pilkus, Eric 5. 1525  Ward, Sean P, 1525 6§72 Bengal, Lawrence W.
Deanda, Lucio C. 15Z5  Rainge, Ronald R. 1525 Ward, Wayne M. 1525 526 Bennetl, Mark E.
Depenhart, Joseph L. 1575  Rea, Jose L. Jr. 1525  Weaver, Id V. 1525 677 Beyer, Andrew M. *
Duchatelier, Antoine 1525 RIP-[E}.‘ Raymie L. * 1525  Wesner, Jason W. 1525 619 Bishop, Joseph W, *
Dunn, Sean M. 1525  Rodriguez, Emest 1525  Whilheld, Palrick 1525 776 Bissell, Brandon A.*
Durant, Gary L. 1525  Rubio, Kevin M. 15Z5  Wilson, Richard Jr. 1525 * 834 Boyle, RyanP."
Eastburn, John D. 1525  Singedl, Stanley D, 1525 6  Brown, Jason 5.
Escalera, Carlos 1525  Smoots, Anthony E. * 1525 473  Bryan, Joshua W.
Fausz, Wayne A. * 1825  Snyder, James P. 1525  The fiscal year 07 aclive Army 426  Bryani, Robert K. °
Gammoan, William P. 15P5  Soliz, Jose L. 1525  Major selection board resulls 567 Bunker, David R.
Garciaalmodovar, Frank 1825  Soviano, Jorge O, 15P5  were released on August 23, 99  Bums, Michael J. +
Goolshy, Eric 15Z5  Solorosado, Eslevan 1525  AAAA congralulates the following  * 848 Campbell, Stuart A,
Gray, Loren G.* 15P5  Sparks, Temy L. * 1525 158 officars. 100 Capehart, Scolt C.
Greena, Douglas K. * 1525  Stapleton, Curtis V. 1525 70 Cashman, Cameron C.
Grumbach, Mark W. 15825  Sullivan, Richard 1. 1525  Operational Avialion 170 Coffey, Scoll A.
Hamilton, Thomas D. 15P5  Sutton, Minh D. 1525 41 Allard, Michael P * 143 Cohoon, Bryan K.
Harris, Larry 1525  Terry, Maurice L. 1525 452 Anderle, Kenneth J. 51  Cook, Jason T.
Harris, Rodney W. 1525  Thom, Eric C. 15P5 793 Ariaga, Thomas J. 652 Cox, Tiffanie 5. °
Hauke, Brian M. 1525  Tiliman, Stephen D. * 1525 671 Awolio, Michells M. * 224  Crolzer, John C.
Henson, William L. 15P5  Todd, Timothy C. 18P5 122 Baldwin, Charles L.* 485 Dalziel, Marc T.
Hernandez, Rigobert 1525  Tyre, Samuel Jr. 15P5 439 Barber, David A. 462 Dececchis, Paul M.
Herron, Edward L. 1525  Wagner, David M. * 1525 650 Barber, James A 461 Doherty, Darren 5. °

Home of Army Aviation Enjoys Golden Days The U.S. Army Aviation Warfighting Center at Fort Rucker, Ala.,

held an Honor Eagle Ceremeny to welcome promolable COL
Walter M. Golden Jr. lo his new posilion as the depuly com-
manding general and deputy commandant of the Aviation School
on Aug. 3 in the LS. Army Aviation Museum. In his remarks, MG
Virgil L. Packett ||, commanding general of the USAAWC, spoke
of Fort Rucker's good fortune to retain Golden and his family.
*(The Golden family) represents what is besl about who we are
and what we do,” Packell said, “We have had many, many 'oold-
en’ days and well be blessed lo have some more.” Golden
served as the USAAWC's chief of staff from June 2005 unti May,
I : Ihen assumed the duties of the USAAWC depuly commanding

. ' general with the June 25 departure of BG William T. Wolf to be
the chief of slaﬁ I'ur the Kusum Slatlm:atlun Fon:e in Pristina. During his career, Golden has served in many key positions, including
chief of the Aviation Management Branch and commander of the 1st Infaniry Division's 4th Bde. (Awn.) deployed in support of
Operation Joint Guardian in Kosovo and o Kuwait and Iraq for Operation Iragi Freedom. Pictured here, COL Christopher Sullivan, left,
joins the Golden family-Wally, Jo Ann, Adam and Avery-for a photo in the receiving line after the welcome ceremony,
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PEOPLE ON THE

43

Donehue, Bryan T,
Easley, Jonathan A,
S
ields, e
Fits, Jns«:m. '
Foerter, Jason A.
Fuhriman, Christopher
Gaguzis, Marc P,
Gaub, Darin L. *
Ginos, Nathan D.
Gnassi, Allen R.
Goddard, Philip W.
Golden, Michael T. *

* 887 Greco, Scoft W, *

546

760
494
336

Hahn, Michael J.
Harringlon, Scoit M. *
Hathaway, Peler M.
Hay, Marcus C. *

ar, Joshua R.
Heringer, Stephen F.
Hodges, George A
Hogan, Kyle M, *
Holcombe, Robert J.
Huni, Michael R.
James, Jaremy W.
James, Randy P.
Jasso, Antonio D.
Jaysan, Craig 3.
Jenkins, Micholas C. *
Johnson, Bjom D, *
Johnson, Jessica A.
Johnson, Tracy D. *
Jones, Harry H.
Kaszczuk, Nicholaus +

* 841 Kirk, Christopher J.

322
782
34

Klarenbach, Robert
Kreinheder, Paul R.
Kutscher, Scoft A, *

* 918 Lamb, Phillip H. *

642
454
197
626
L]

Lara, Erik M.

Lese, Eddy J. *
Lejeune, Billy L.
Lythgoe, Trent J.
Mannion, Michael J. *

561 Surrey, Nathan 5.
629 indle, Joseph L.
534 Talbol, Michaal M., *
56  Thames, Ashiey F. +
672 Tibbitls, Beau W.
MOVE 737 Tiedeman, John E.
533 Tily, Gregory S.
256  Martin, Aaron M. 140 Troxedl, Michael H.
3 Martin, Christian R. 523 Tucker, Richard P. *
255 Martin, Elizabeth A, * 554 Tully, JamesE. *
4  McAteer, Shannon D. 341 Velro, Eric P.
185 McGrew, Tim M. * 521 Viles, Joseph 5.
246 McGuire, Matthew J. * 242 Vonhagel, Daryl 5.
505 Mcintosh, Travis L. * 510 Weist, Thad D. *
513 Miedema, Ryan M. * 94 Weish, Todd A,
558 Miller, Edward D. 326 Wesl, Jason L. ®
* 884 Miller, Jacob W. * * 892 Wilkison, Bart D.
g;? mm. EﬂcJ,i 1:112 Wilson, J%hn C. X
re, Ryan |, + 4 ale, Christopher
684 O'Connell, Sean M. 580 , Karl M.
266 Parker, Jeffrey L. 529 Woo, John 5.
411 Pamsh, Joshua G. 586 Woodcock, Bryan L.
479  Prather, Joel C. * 185 Yedfinsky, Ryan E. *
435 Price, Bryan C. 625 Yochim, Jaysen A
317 Rastall, Jonathan R, 552 Zeidman, Troy E.
613 Reynolds, Jennifer
252 Richards, Wendell G. Other Career Fields
588 Ridenhour, Heidi A. 195 Bachmann, Christopher 49
5689 Robinson, Daniel H. 39 Benfley Donald B.  AC
475 Rohrbough, Craig B. 224 Brown, Matthew P.* 48
* 833 Rowland, Matthew L. 437  Courtland, Christopher * AC
149  Rummel, Shawn W, 284 Duus, Andrew J.®  AC
273 Rush, Michasl L. 117 Hees, Glen R. a0
414 Sanlps, Marc D. 225 Herman, Joseph M. * AC
470 Schrock, Dustin J. * 280 Johnson, Jeramie D. - 53
434 Schuck, Gerald P.* 49  Newsome, Jennifer L. * AC
6689 Scolt, Walker W. 228 Pipes, Gregory D. 48
376 Segura, Juan C. 336 Taylor, Johany Il AC
444 Shaffner, Jonathan * 198 Taylor, Rober W. L]
62  Shead, Emmett Jr. * 43 Tumer, Rodney AL AC
645 Sines, Michael A. * 256 Waldrop, Sleven B.* 57
102  Smith, Kenric M. 176 Weese, David M.*  AC
690  Snider, Timothy T. * 276 Wiley, Bryan J. * AC
573 Spence, Sean A
559  Spurrier, Scoll R. ¥ Below the Zone
324 Stahl, Jennifer K. *
584 Stanley, Shawn G. Fiscal Year 07 Lisutenani Colonel,
767 Steen, JohnE.|* Army Compelitive Calegory selec-
437 EtnhuaIBﬂ thony J. fion board resulls released July
%] 31, AAAA congratulates the foflow-

* 917 Stull, Mh:haal C.

ing 161 officers.

Older Aviator Gets Olympic Shot with

Army's Triathlon Team
Al age 40 most folks tend fo slow down a

bit, but not so for MAJ Kelly P. Donna, lefi,
who had a chance to compete in July for a
position on the All-Amy friathlon team and a
shot at the 2008 Olympics. Donna was one
of twelve Soldiers chosen to compele wilh
the Army's 18 member team during the
Armed  Forces  Olympic  Mational
Championships July 25 o 29 at Point Mugu
Maval Stafion, Calif. Donna was selecled
based on his race record, not his age. In his
current duly assignment as the Ihealer
clearance executive officer with the LS.
Cenfral Command at MacDill Air Force
Base, Fla., Donna ran in seven races this
season, including the Florida fronman and
S Anthony's Triathlon in St Pelersburg.
His finishing times eamed him a shot with

the A.rmy's team. Al the AFONC, athleles from the Army, Navy, Air Forces and Marines had to com-
plete a 1,500-meler swim, a 24.8-mile bicycle ride and a 6.2 mile run in less than two hours.
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Alberto, Paula S.
Albus, Chrstopher *
Applegate, David R,
Arala, Nicholas D,
Ash, Jennifer J,
A
am, David D. *
Bowery, Charles R. +
Brinson, Robert W, +
Brockhard, Douglas *
Brown, Timothy D. *
Brucker, Todd E.
Bumns, Michael F. *
Campbell, Peter
Casllemain, Owen B.
Cheeks, Jeffery
Chisolm, Marvin
Clark, Danied L. *
Clitford, Frederick
Colbrook, Mark A. |
Cole, James V. *
Crotilio, Joseph F. * |
Curtis, Joseph 5. +
Cyrufiik, John M. *
Donna, Kelly P. *
Fair, Fredenick J.
Fanguson, William W.
Gerblick, Darren 5. *
Gilbert, Erik 0. *
Gordon, Richard H.
Gorres, Jeffrey C,
Gronbeck, Paul D. +
Halverson, Scott J, *
Henry, LewisE. | *
Herrera, Salome Jr *
Hinck, John M.
Hines, Kelly E.
Hoff, Bryan J. *
Hoft, Sianlg .
Hopkins, Woodard B.
Hosie, Michae! P.
Houser, Michael T. *
Hubbard, Jerry D, +
Hynes, Rodenck M. *
Jackson, Ronald L. *
Jones, Monroe C._ *
Kanicki, James G.
Kaufmann, Andrew J. *
Keapers, Kirk E.
Klaus, Jay F. *
Kligthermes, Kennelh
Kling, John D. *
Kobida, Scoll A, +
tmne, Mark Sw’m
enmeyer, +
Lukow, Ronald G_ *
Martin, Thomas C. *
Matthew, Joseph C. *
MecArdle, Rober J. *
McCurry, Michagl C.
McEldowney, Eric A *
McKeman, Dennis J, +
McLean, Todd G. *
Milker, Andrew J. *
Mount, David M.
Myrick, Jamas J, *
Ninness, T. Bradlay *
Pearson, Gary A,
Perr}r James 5. +
Petiit, Robert E. *
Poisson, Jeffrey A, +
Rae, Brian E. *
Rowell, Thomas G, *
Sauls, Josh C.
Smith, John L.
Slebbins, Troy D.
Taylor, William D. +
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487 Teixeira, Ronald M.
‘649  Thompson, B.
513 Toohey, Stephen G. *
453 Vnwesiion Doigs
m, :
334 Wagen, C M '
en, Car .
468 Wagen, Rj:cl‘?l?rrdﬁ.'
h48 Wagoner, Craig 5. *
345 Walrud, Christopher *
258 Weaver, John A. *
452 Wendt, Lars A, *
289 Werner, Paul D.
254 Wesolowski, Kevin B.
*608  White, Jeffrey W, *
257 Wiley, Kent R. +
526 Williams, Reginald *
368 Williams, Scott T.

Flight School Graduates

Mnag?alu[ahes the following
officers the Aviation Basic
Officer Leadership and Warrant
Officer Basic Courses, U3, Army
Aviation hting Center, Fort
Rucker, Ala. provides stan-
dard aviator wings to all gradu-
ales and sterling silver aviator
wings to the distinguished gradu-
ales of each flight class.

Class 07-22, 48 Officars,
Graduated September 6

o'iI'M

ABOLC

LT Micheal J. Kordonowy DG
LT Brian D. Cooper HG
CPT James J, Chavesz *

LT James Kally, Jr.

LT James F. Knox *

LT Adrienne K. Moore

LT Eric G. Mulchler *

LT Richard A. Scheuerman *

LT Michael Stanski *

LT Tanya J. Tersilla

LT Shane M, Tracey *

LT Elie A. Kamel

AWOBC

WO David P. Handshue * DG
WO Adam D. Kellerma * HG
WO Jesse R. Watson * HG
WO William F. Mowers * HG
WO Adam P. Jennings * HG
WO Alwyn R. Lynch CLG
WO Eric R. Broden CLG
WO John M.N. Aklan *
WO John M. Anderson
WO Palrick N. Baker *
WO Mitchell Brady
WO Patrick D. Cavanagh *
WO Christopher P. Crawford

nJd. 8
WO Harold F. Elliott *

PROMOTIONS

Andrews Sisters Promote Brother

SGT Ryan K. McCarty, with Headquarters Troop, 2nd Sqdn., 6th
Cav, Reqgt., 25th Cbt. Avn. Bde., had his twin sisters Angela, left,
and Sarah Andrews, both specialists with the 3rd Bde. Cbt. Tm.,
1st Cav. Div., on hand to participate in his Aug. 10 promation cer-
emony al Forward Operaling Base Warrior in Kirkuk, Iraq. The
Andrews sisters traveled from FOB Warhorse in Baqubah for the
event and brief family reunion. “Today is important for a lot of rea-
sons, bul mostly because we haven’t seen our brother in over
two years,” Angela said. "Family is very important to all of us, and
it means a lot to the whole farmily that we're here today for Ryan.”

WO Troy W, Emig *

WO Samuel L. Fitz

WO Matthew P. Gerlitzki
WO Edward W, Hewitt

WO Christopher M. McGrath * DG
WO David J. Kruse HG
WO Matthew T. Pike HG
WO Joshua C. Schilling *  HG

ARMY AVIATION

AWARDS

ARNY PHOTO BY SPU BRYARNMA POULM

25th CAB PA is Flight Surgeon of the Year

For the third year in a row, a 25th Combat Aviation Brigade med-
ical professional has been named as a recipient of the Spurgeon
Meel Flight Surgeon of the Year award by the Society of U.S.
Ammy Flight Surgeons. CPT Larry Long, an air medical physi-
cian's assistant with Headquarters Co., 3rd Bn., 25th Avn. Regl.
at Contingency Operaling Base Speicher in Iraq, received this
year's honor, COL AT, Ball, 25th CAB commander, left, present-
ed Long with a plaque and certificale from the SUSAFS during a
recognition ceremony July 30.

WO Daniel L. Hom

WO George S. Hrichak 11 *
WO Tyler J. Kowalski

WO Joshua A Maillard *
WO Jeremy 5. Marcil

WO Patrick E. McKenna *
WO Jarrell 5. Nielsen

WO Benilo T. Pacheco *
WO Christopher J. Red
WO Brett D. Seefeldt

WO Jonathon P. Sigl

WO Eric A. Slover *

WO Charles C. Stockwell *
WO Cesar D, Urquiza *
WO Henry F. Wallace, Jr. *
WO Brent L. Warner *

Class 07-23, 41 Officers,
Graduated September 20

ABOLC

LT Derrek E. Smith DG
LT Micole R. Turner * HG
LT Joshua P. Damera * HG
LT Travis A, Branch Il *

LT Henry T. Chandler *

LT Samuel L. Eidt

LT Charles K. Epstein *

LT Brandon J. Files *

LT Jacob R. Gibbs

CPT Kevin J. Grant *

LT Jefirey A, Newnum

LT Clarence K. Stiles lil *

LT Edward D. Tibbs *

LT Mizar Abou-Dehn

AWOBC

66

WO Brandon 5. While*  HG

WO Eric Aguikar *

WO Justin K. Chadwick *

WO Edward J. Cinoski *

WO Albert V. Dufour

WO Laura G. Dye *

WO Jonathan D. Finch

WO Phillip G. Flssinger *

WO Francesco M. Foschetii

WO Robert 5. Hammaond

WO Michael J. Hodges

WO Mathew T. Huntsinger

WO Michael P. Kitchens *

WO Zachary J. Koehn *

WO Michae! J. Nixon *

o et e
uslin R, Ramsey *

WO Brian J. Riesberg

WO Nickolas F. Sciacca

WO Brian R. Smit

WO Christina A. Smith *

WO Eric A. Von Wenckstern

WO Chad M. Webster *

DG = Distinguished Graduate
HG = Honor Graduate

CLG = Commandant's List
Graduate

* = AAAA Member

+ = Life Member

OCTOBER 31, 2007



AARA: Supporting the U.S. Army Aviation
Soldier and Family

Suspensé: January 1,

#0UTSTANDING AVIATION UNIT AWARD
Sponsored by The Boeing Company, this award is
presented “to the Army avialion undl, (mulli compo-
nent or single componant of unconsirained sizeloom-
ponent), that has made an oulstanding contribution o
or innovafion in the employment of Army aviation over
and above the normal mission assigned to the unil
during the awards period encompassing the previous
calendar year,” Any unit meeting the criteria is efigible
for consideration

#NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICER

OF THE YEAR AWARD

Sponsored by Lockheed Marfin Corporation, this
award is presented annually by AAAA “to the NCO
(E5 and above) serving in an Army aviation assign-
ment who has made an outstanding individual contri-
bution 1o Army aviation during the awards period
encompassing the previous calendar year”
Membearship in AAAA is not a requiremant. A candi-
date for this award must be serving in an Army avia-
fion assignment in the active U.S. Army or the reserve
components, and must have made an oulstanding
individual achievement.

#THE ROBERT M. LEICH AWARD
Sponsored by the Northrop Grumman Corporation
ESSS, this award is named in memory of Brig. Gen.
Robert M. Leich, LISAR, the AAANS first president
(1957-59) and ils Awards Committes Chairman for 23
years. |t is prasented annually lo a unil for sustained
confributicns to Army aviation, 1o a unit or an individ-
ual for a unique, one-lime oulstanding performance,

+AVIATION SOLDIER OF THE YEAR AWARD

Sponsored by Bell Helicopter Teuxdron, this award is
presented annually by AAAA “to (he enlisted soldier
(E4 and below) serving in an Army aviation assign-
ment who has made an outstanding individuat conlr-
bution to Army aviaion durng the awards period
encompassing the previous calendar  year”
Membership in AASA is nol a requirement. A candi-
date for this award must be serving in an Amy avia-
fion assignment in the active U3, Ammy or the resene
components, and must have made an outstanding
individual achievemeni. US Helicopler Inc. under-
writes the cosl of a DOress Blue uniform for this
awardea,

ARMY AVIATION

+JAMES H. MCCLELLAN AVIATION

SAFETY AWARD
Sponsored by GE Alrcral Engines in memory of
James H. McClellan, a former Army aviator who was
killed in a civil aviation accident in 1958, this awand is
presented annually "o an individual who has made
an outstanding individual contribution fo Army avia-
fion safety in the previous calendar year.” The award
is NOT intended io be given for the accumulation of
operational hours withoul accidents by any aviation
it

+ACTIVE AVIATION UNIT OF THE YEAR AWARD

Sponsored by L-3 Communications integrated
Systems, this award is presented o the ackive Army
aviation unél, (Battalion and below), that has made
an oulstanding contribution to, or innovation in, the
employment of Army aviation over and above the
normal mission assigned to the unil during the
awards period encompassing the previous calendar
year.” Any active unit meeting the crileria is eligible
for consideration.

+ARNG AVIATION UNIT AWARD
Sponsored by Honeywell, this award is presented
annually by the AAAA Yo the Army National Guard
aviafion unil, (Battalion and below), that has made
an outstanding condribution to or innovation in the
employment of Army aviation over and above the
normmal mission assigned 1o the unil during the
awards pericd encompassing the previous calendar
year.” Any Army Mational Guard aviation unit or orga-
nization that has met the foregoing criteda is efigible
for consideration,

+USAR AVIATION UNIT AWARD
Sponsored by Honeywedl, this award is presented
annually by tha AAAA “to the LLS. Ammy Reserve avi-
afion unit, (Battalion and below), that has made an
oulstanding contribution 1o or innovation in the
employment of Army aviation over and above the nor-

=
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Solicitation for GYO0?
AAAA National
Functional Awards

outstanding individual achievement,

2008 Send In Your Nominations Today!

mal mission assigned to the unil during the awards
period encompassing the previous calendar year.”
Any USAR aviaion unit or organization meeting the
crileria is eligible for this award,

#MICHAEL J. NOVOSEL AVIATOR OF THE YEAR
Sponsored by the Skorsky Aircraft Corporation, and in
memory of CW4 Michael J, Novosel, Sr., this award is
presented annually through the AAAA to the Amy
aviator who has made an outstanding individual con-
tribution 1o Army aviation during the Awards period
encompassing the previous calendar year”
Membership in AAMA is not a requirement for consid-
eration. A candidate for this award musi be a raled
Army avialor in the aclive LLS. Army or reserve com-
ponents, and must have made an outstanding individ-
ual achievement.

#JOSEPH P. CRIBBINS
DAC OF THE YEAR AWARD
Sponsored by The Boeing Company, this awand is
named for Mr. Joseph P. Cribbins, the award’s first
recipient in 1976, Itis presented anmually by AAAA "o
the DAC who has made an outstanding individual
contribulion to Anmy aviation in the awards period
encompassing the previous CY." A candidate for this
award must ba a current Depariment of the Army
civilian,
#HENRY Q. DUNN CREW CHIEF
OF THE YEAR AWARD

Sponsored by Roberson Awvialion, this awand was
established in 2005, It is presented annually by ARAA
To the Crew Chief who has made an outstanding indi-
vidual confribution to Asmy aviation in the awards peri-
od encompassing the previous CY." The crew chief
must be on curment fight status or have been on fight
stalus performing CE dufies wilhin the last 12 months,
A candidate for this award must be in the aclive LS.
Army or reserve companents, and must have made an

e ————
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AAAA s saddened to announce
the loss of the following Soldiers with
Aviation units serving in support of the

global war on terrorism.

Operation Iragi Freedom

Five Task Force Dragon Soldiers died of injuries when their CH-
47D Chinook helicopter crashed Aug. 14 during a post-mainte-
nance check flight near their Al Taggadum Air Base oulside
Fallujah in the Anbar Province west of Baghdad. All were
assigned to Co. B, 1st Bn,, 52nd Avn. Regt. with Task Force 49
from Fort Wainwright, Alaska,

Killed were:

CW2 Christopher Charles Johnson, 31, of Grand Rapids, Mich.
CW2 Jackie Lewis McFariane Jr., 30, of \irginia Beach, Va.
58G Sean Paul Fisher, 29, of Santee, Calif.

556 Stanley Brian Reynolds, 37, of Rock, W. Va.

SPC Steven Roy Jewell, 26, of Bridgeton, N.C.

TF Dragon is a group of about 200 Soldiers with eight CH-47 air-
craft deployed to Irag since July. Army officials are investigating
the cause of the incident.

Operation Iragi Freedom

SPC Zandra Terneice Worthy-Walker, 28, of Greenville, S.C.,
died Aug. 15 from shrapnel wound injuries after enemy forces
attacked Camp Taji, 20 miles norih of Baghdad, with indirect fire
weapons. Worthy-Walker was a fuel handling specialist assigned
io Co. A, 615th Avn. Spt. Bn., 1stAir Cav. Bde., Fort Hood, Texas,
deployed to Iraq in support of the 1st Cav. Division.

Homeland Defense

Two Ulah Army National Guard pilots died Aug. 20 when their AH-
64 Apache helicopier crashed al about 8:22 p.m. during a night
training fMlight west of Ulah Lake and five miles south of Eagle
Mountain in Utah County.

Killed were:

CW2 Clayton Sean Barnes, 30, of Payson.

CW2 James Raymond Linder, 33, of West Jordan,

Both were with Co. C, 1st Bn., 211th Avn. Regt. based in West
Jordan and had served a year-long deployment to Afghanistan in
2004 and 2005,

The cause of the crash is under investigation.

Operation Iragi Freedom

A UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter attached to Task Force Lighting
(25th Cbt. Avn. Bde.) crashed before dawn on Aug. 22 in Muliaka
near Kirkuk in the Tamim Province north of Baghdad, killing the
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AAAA: Supporting the U.S. Army Aviation Soldier and Family

four-member crew and 10 Soldiers on
board. The aircraft was part of a flight of
two helicopters picking up Soldiers on
iheir way out of a night-ime operation.
Indications are the crash was mechani-
cal in nature and not hostile-fire related.
The: crew members were:

CPT Corry Paul Tyler, 29, of Puyallup,
Wash,

CW2 Paul Joshua Flynn, 28, of
Whitsetl, N.C.

SGT Matthew Lamont Tallman, 30, of
Groveland, Calif,

CPL Rickey L. Bell, 21, of
Caruthersville, Mo,

They were assigned to Troop D, 4th
Sqdn., 6th Cav. Regt; Fort Lewis,
Wash., which deployed to Iraq in May.
The other Soldiers were assigned lo the
2nd Bn., 35th Inf. Regt.; 3rd Bde. Cbi
Tm.; 25th Inf. Div., Schofield Barracks,
Hawaii

The cause of the crash is under investi-
galion.

Homeland Defense

A three-man crew died Sept. 11 when
their UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter hit a
high-voliage power line and crashed at
approximately 6:15 p.m. northwest of
Skyline, Ala., about 25 miles northeast of
Huntsville, during a training flight from
Fort Campbell, Ky., fo the Chattanooga
Municipal Airport, Tenn. Jackson County
officials reported ithere was fog at the
time of the accident and low visibility pre-
vented a medical helicopler from reach-
ing the crash site.

Killed were:

CPT Scott Neill Shimp, 28, of Bayard,
MNeb.

CW2 David Michael Stanley, 33, of
Niceville, Fla.

SGT Jeffrey Scott Angel ll, 24, of
Gauley Bridge, W. Va.

The Soldiers were assigned to Co. G, 4th
Bn., 101st Avn. Regt., 159ih Cbi. Awn,
Bde. at Fort Campbell,

The Combal Readiness Center at Fort
Rucker, Ala., is investigating the cause of
the crash,

(Information from Defense Depariment
news releases and other media sources.)

ARMY AVIATION

In Memoriam

LTC James William Hill Jr.

Retired LTC James “Jim™ W. Hill Jr., 89, of Fort Worth, Texas, died Aug. 21.

Hill was drafted into the Army in March 1941 and attended the “Class-Before-Class 1"
for flight training and became one of the very first Army Liaison Pilots. He flew the L-4
Grasshopper as an arillery spotter during World War 1. During the Korean War, Hil
again flew as an arfillery spotter, fiying the L-19 Birddog. In 1961, he served as the assis-
tant commandant of the U.S. Army Primary Helicopter School at Fort Wollers, Texas.

Hill retired from the Army in January 1964 and began civilian life as the manager of
Oak Grove Airport south of Fort Worth. He trained pilots from the North Texas area and
from Australia, South Africa, Uganda and South America. He helped organize the first
Fort Worth Air Show at Oak Grove Airport where an estimated 10,000 spectalors
enjoyed the show. His greatest accomplishment was piloting a Bell helicopter across the
Czechoslovakian border lo rescue an East German family on Easter, 1980, He contin-
ved to be aclive in the Aerobalic Club of America and the Experimental Aircraft
Association,

Hill was preceded in death by his wife of 53 years, Ann Elnora Bolin. His survivors
include children: James W. Hill [Il, Herbert B. Hill and his wife Brenda, Patricia Smith
and husband Doug, Thomas M. Hill and wife Ann Flower; seven grandchildren; and
three great-grandchildren. Interment was Aug. 27 in Greenwood Memorial Park.

In lieu of fiowers, the family requests a donation to either Meals on Wheels of Tarrant
County, Texas; or to the U.S. Army Aviation Museum Foundation at Fort Rucker, Ala,

Missing Vietnam Aircrew Laid to Rest

The Depariment of
Defense POW/Missing
Personnel Office reported
in August the remains of
five Army aviation crew
members, missing in
action during the Vietnam
War since 1968, were ¥
returned for burial with full
military honors. ;

Missing were;

CWO Dennis C.
Hamilfon, of Barnes City,
lowa

CWO Sheldon D.
Schultz, of Alloona, Pa.
SFC Ernest F. Briggs
Jr., of San Anlonio, Texas | i
SFC John T. Gallagher, =00

of Hamden, Conn. Members of the 3rd U.S. Infantry “The Old Guards” fold
SFC James D. the American flag while a flight of four UH-60 Black Hawk

::r:;gﬁmﬂm' of Olympia,  pelicopters are inbound for a fly-over,

On Jan. 5, 1968, these
men crewed a UH-1D helicopter inserting a paltrol into Savannakhet Province, Laos. As
Ihe aircraft approached the landing zone it was struck by enemy ground fire, causing it
to crash with no survivors. All attempts to reach the sile over the next several days were
repulsed by the enemy. Between 2002 and 2006 the Joint POWI/MIA Accounting
Command led three excavations of the sile, recovering remains and other material evi-
dence including identification tags for Schultz, Hamilton and Briggs.

The group's remains were buried Aug. 14 at Ardinglon National Cemetery near
Washington, D.C. Representing the Associalion, retired MG Carl H. McNair Jr., an
AAAA past-president, met with family members and presented copies of the Ardington
Cemetery commemoralive book “Where Valor Rests.”
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THE 110TH CONGRESS RETURNS

Congressional members returned Sepl. 4 from
the summer recess invigorated by exlended con-
tact wilth their consfituents. Major tasks included
responding lo the congressionally mandated Irag
Surge Operations Report presented by the
President and passing the 12 remaining spending
bilts before the end of Sept.

“SURGE" BACKGROUND

On Jan. 15, Presidenl Bush announced the
“Surge” operation to lower casualfies, to facHilate
accomplishing Iragi political reconciliation, and to
permit the withdrawal of LS. forces.

During Feb. lo June, 5 LS. brigades with
accompanying Iraqi forces deploved inlo key areas
of Irag and Bagdad, surging the LS. troop levels
from 30,000 to 162,000,

On May 28, the President signed the supple-
mental Iraq and Afghanistan War funding request
that included 18 benchmarks to measure the
progress of the Iragi govemment during the surge.
The President presented an interim repor in July
and a Surge progress report Sept. 13,

THE SURGE REPORT

The preparation of the President’s Surge report
inchuded these key elements:

* Aug. 16, the National Intelligence Estimate gave
an Iraq assessment.

+ Sept. 3, President Bush visited with Sunni fribal
leaders in Iraq's Anbar Province.

+ Sepl. 4, the Government Accountability Office pre-
sented its report to Congress on the Iragi govern-
ment’s progress on 18 benchmark items.

+Sepl. 6, refired Marine Gen. James Jones pro-
vided the Independent Commission on the Security
Forces of Irag report o Congress.

» Sepl. 10-11, GEN David H. Petraeus and the Hon.
Ryan C. Crocker, Ambassador to lraq, jointly testified
on security and political progress since the surge to
four Congressional commitiees.

« Sepl. 13, President Bush presenied his report
after considering recommendations and advice
from Pelraeus, Crocker, senior republicans and his
adminisiration.

SURGE REPORT WAY FORWARD

The Execulive Branch made decisions in the
surge report and began execulion Sept. 13, while
the Congress prepared to respond during the 2008
budget process,

President Bush approved:

* GEN Pefraeus's recommendations 1o remove
2,200 Marines from the Anbar Province near lamm,
and an Army brigade of 3,500 by the end of 2007.
* Present the next surge report in March.

+ Based on the situation, wilhdraw four Army
brigades and two Marine batlalions by the end of
summer 2008.

The Defense Secratary confinues o support the
execulion of surge operations.

The majority party congressional lsaders were
reporied to be considering presenting legislation for
another troop withdrawal deadline, for a minimum
rest or dwell time before troops can be returned to
duty in Iraq and Afghanistan, and for the prepara-
tion of withdrawal plans while promising to support
the deploved troops in the war,

The minorly party leaders favor sending a
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surge brigade home before Chrisimas as a visible
gesture that the White House is changing course
toward achieving U.S. objectives in Iraq.
Meanwhile, the 2008 presidential candidates in
the primaries across the country are ensuring that
Amegicans have opporiunities to follow the progress
of the surge operation in the run-up 1o the eleclion.

CONGRESS WORKING SPENDING BILL
APPROVALS

The Senate is working to pass the 12 bills that
were passed by the House before the summer
recess, to resolve the differences in the House and
Senale conference committee and to forward the
bills to the president for approval by Sepd. 30,

The $109.2B Veleran's Affairs and the Military
Construction (MILCOM) Appropriations  Bill
gﬂﬁdﬁ}. which exceeds the president’s budgel by

.18, passed in early Sept. and expecied presi-
denlial approval in Sept.

This bill contains substantial increases for val-
eran’s health care and research for iraumatic brain
injury and post fraumatic stress disorder; MILCON,
Base Realignment and Closure, and housing; and
funds for a 3.5 percenl mililary pay increase.

The president is expected to velo the other
spending bilts unfil Congress demonsirates a path
to move within his budget of $9338.

Congress must provide a confinuing resolution
authority for bills not passed bafore the end of the
fiscal year 5o that the government can confinue (o
operate. Forecasting the approval of the bills is not
possible, with the expecied presidential veloes of a
number of authorization bills and the political con-
frontations over the passage of the supplemental
budget for the Irag and Afghanistan Wars.

WAR SUPPLEMENTAL REMOVED FROM
DEFENSE BILL

Congress removed the Irag and Afghanistan war
supplemental funding of $1478, plus an addilional
$508 requested for the surge, from the Defense Bil
for separate handling in October,

Senate majority leader Sen. Harmy Reid (D-NV)
maoved the $4608 Defense Bill, without the supple-
mental funding for the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars,
to the floor in mid-Sept.

Among the over 200 amendments considerad
for the Defense Bill, many were The Military
Coalition initiatives in the areas of heallhcare, con-
current receipt and reserve refirement.

ARMY RETAINS TACTICAL UAS
PROPOMENCY
The DOD Depuly Secretany's Advisory Working
Group decided 3Sept.id4 thal the control of
unmanned aircraft syslem programs shall remain
with the services thal use them, in response 1o an
Air Force request lo bacome the executive agent.
Senalors Jefl Sessions (R-AL), Richard Shelby
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prtis J. Herric
ive o The Military Coalition (TMC)

(R-AL) and Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) joined in
strongly to support the Army, Mavy and Marine
positions when the issue was moved into the halls
of Congress. The Army UAS Center of Excellence
is al Forl Rucker, Ala., with much of the technical
work performed at Redstone Arsenal, Ala.

NEW RANKING MEMBER FOR VETERANS'
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Sen. Richard Burr (R-NC) was selecled to lem-
porarily replace Sen. Lary Craig (R-ID) as the
ranking member of the VA committes.

Burr, after five terms in the House and three
years exparience on the VA commiliee, was suc-
cessful in having his “Services 1o Prevent Vielerans
Homelessness Act of 20077 (5.874) approved with
the “Vieterans Traumatic Brain Injury and Programs
Improvement Act” of 2007,

FRIEND OF THE MILITARY ANNOUNCES
RETIREMENT

On Sept. 10, Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-NE)
announced he will refire al the end of his second
Senate term in 2008 and not run for president.

Hagel, an enlisted Vietnam War wveteran,
worked energetically with TMC in support of military
personnel issues,

REMOVING OF 55N FROM ID CARDS

The TMC, in response lo requests from argani-
zation members, was successful in asking
Congress lo request DOD to sludy remaoving the
Social Security Mumber from the military identifica-
tion card. The repor outlines the dependence of
multiple DOD syslems on the SSM, but recom-
mended a phase oul over 3 to 4-years wilh the new
card displaying the last four digits and having the
full 35N encrypled with a bar code.

DIFFERENCES EXPOSED IN EXTENDING
DISABILITY BENEFITS

Veterans and TMC observers have noled that rec-
ommendations from current military heafthcare com-
missions in Some cases seem o suppor more gen-
efous disabifity packages for senvice members who
are injured in war, or while training for war, versus al
disabled velerans.

On July 25, former Senalor Bob Dole and Univ,
of Miami President Donna Shalala, co-chairs of the
Commission on Care for America's Relurning
Wounded Warriors, gave their recommendations 1o
President Bush focusing on the healthcare system
that treats wounded froops from the lrag and
Afghanistan wars.

In his follow-up instructions, Bush directed the
Defense and Veterans' Affairs secretaries lo take the
panels recommendations “seriously and to imple-
ment them so that we can say with cerainty that any
Soldier who has been hurt will get the best possible
care and treatment that this couniry can offer.”
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NEW AAAA
OrpER OF ST, MICHAEL
RECIPIENTS

SILVER
COL Benjamin F. Adams 111
CW3 Lemuell E. Grant

Bronze
MAJ Phillip Smallwood
Donald A. Philpitt
Eric M. Routledge
Keith L. Russell
COL Kevin 8. Noonah
COL Douglas H. Wheelock
153G Michael P. Jones
153G Ronald L. Waltman
SGM Becky L. Johnston
CSM Scott F. Whitney
MAJ Daniel L. Legereit

NEW CHAFTER OFFICERS

Air Assauwlt Chapier

COL Ronald F. Lewis, Sr.,

President

Tlumder Mountain Chapter
LTC Ihor Petrenko, Senior
Vice President; M5G Ronald

Miller, VP Awards
Pikes Peak Chapter

MAJ Gary Cunningham,

Senior Vice President

Stonewell Jackson Chapier
S5G Antonio E. Williams,

Treasurer

Corpus Christi Chaprer
COL loe D. Dunaway,
President

Colonial Virginia Chaprer

AAAA AViaTION
SOLDIER OF THE MONTH
SPC Clayton R. Williams

August 2007
Bluegrass Chapier

SPC William B. Fersner
June 2007
Jimmy Doolittle Chapter

SGT Jonathan J. Smith
June 2007
Jinmy Doolittle Chaprer

858G Ray Petty Lavader
August 2007
Voodoo Chaprer

NCO oF THE QUARTER
SGT Tiera N. Sprauve
2nd Quarter 2007

GS Michael I, Hudon
4th Quarter 2007
Colonial Virginial Chapter

Aces
CS5M Antoinette K. Aila
Narth Country Chapier
LTC Bob A. Tamplet
Sronewall Jackson Chapter
CSM Donald 1. Everett
Voodoo Chapter
SGM John M. Ivy
Voodao Chapier
MAJ John M. Fishburn
Zia Chapter

New Lire MEMBERS
Juan de la Cruz
LTC Gerald I1. Hopkins, Ret,
CPT Anrt Jacobs
SGM Joseph R. Kenney Jr.
CW3 Daniel W, Lieber

MAJ Dennis J.McKeman
LTC Roger C. Schultz, Ret.
CWd Hollis C. Turner, Ret.
SGM Robert A. Vostry, Ret,

MSG Andrew Wolfe, VP
Awards; M3G Terrence D.
Sheehan, VP Membership;

CEM Anthony L. Samuels, VP
Enlisted Affairs

Univ. af North Dakota Chapier

BG Oscar R. Anderson Washington-Potomac Chaprer

MAJ Robert Blanchette
Ricky Brock
LTC John Otho Payne
CW4 James Lesley Wingfield
Linda Basham

SOLDIER OF THE QUARTER
SPC Gabriel Diaz
3rd Quarter 2007

Washington-Potomac Chapter In MEMORIAM

CW4d Matt Black

CDT Melissa A. Kapsa,

IMSTINGUISHED INSTRUCTOR

COL Robert M. Reuter, Ret.

SSG Fredrick Blouth Pregident SSG Mark E. Mierta NEW INDUSTRY MEMBERS
SGT Avery Moran Foadoo Chapter 4th Quarter 2007 Selex Sensors & Airbome
Pat LeClair MAJ John Bonnette, Treasurer Colonial Virginia Chapter Systems US Inc.

SPC Derek 5. Branning
Mr. Mike Brashear

Mr. Erich Carter

COT Garet R, Coopar

M. Brelt Dicord

MAJ Jason D. Duvall

Mr. Tim Flynn

Mr. Jeremy Fry

CW2 Travis L. Gronley
Mr. Al Hull

MAJ Gary P. Lewis

Mr. Fernando Lopez

Mr. Eric Mayhaw

Mr. Ricardo Medina

Mr, Clement Morton

SGT Benjamin 5. Parks
Mr. Bill Patno

Mr. Curliss L. Robinson
Mr. Peter T. Watson

Mr. Kernper M. Wilking
AIR ASSAULT CHAPTER
FORT CAMPBELL, KY
WO1 Keith J. Bailey

CW5 Mary Cara Smalley, Ret.
ALOHA CHAPTER
HONOLULU, HI

MAJ Brian B. Ettrich
AVIATION CENTER CHAPTE
FORT RUCKER, AL
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W01 Malthew F. Acerra
W01 Shawn N. Acosta
WO Garretl A. Aho

WO Michael G. Anderson
WO1 Gary Angarita

WO1 Alejandro Argola
W01 Ryan K. Austin

W01 Damon H. Baggs
WO1 Anthany G. Bailey
CW4 Troy .. Baltle, Ret
WO1 Danie! R. Baan

W01 Joseph W. Benson
W01 Johnathan M. Blaise
CW3 Pemy Bowden

CW3 Douglas B. Brown
WO1 Michael R. Brown
WO1 Gareth J. Buckinshaw
W01 Dominic R. Carelio
WO1 Richard A. Chambers
W01 Justin A, Charon

2LT Nathan 5. Christiansan
WO1 Joseph R. Conrad
20T Todd C. Cooper

WO1 Nicole L. Curtis

WO1 Bacil A. Delgado
WO1 David B. Dewey
WO1 Barllett T. Diegall
WO Arthur H, Dye, 1l
WO1 Jeremy M. Edier

WO1 James F, Erickson
WO1 Matthew J. Felter
ZLT Timothy 5. Ferguson
WO1 Roberl R. Foor, Il
WO Hicklas G, Fortin
WO1 Michael D. Gannan
WO Adrian J. Garza

WO Kelly R. Gee

2T Charles W, Green
WO Bradiey R. Greer
WO1 Chrislopher J. Grunzinger|
W01 Daniel 5. Hainje
WO1 Dwight A, Hammeons
W01 Andrew J. Heneisen
WO1 Marcos D. Hemnandez
W01 Jeremy W, Hildabrand
W01 Patrick A, Hiles

WO1 Timothy K. Hooper
W01 Benjamin G. Ingraham
WO Katherine 3. Jones
W01 Marc A, Jones

W01 Everion M. Josaph
WO1 Michael A. Kahring
2LT Michael E. Keighley
WO1 Dana M. Kelly

W01 Dale D. Kraft

WO1 Adam J. Kuntz

2LT Kristen M. LaLond

W1 Danied L. Langil

il

WO1 Mark K. Larson

WO1 Johnathon E. Leazer
WO1 Emily L. Leciair

WO Bryan E. Les

MAJ Byungchul Laa

WO1 Kathleen M. Madden
WO1 Matt C. Magnussen
WO1 Nathan K. Maier
WO1 Adrian C. Manuel
WO1 Mitchal P. Mathame
WO1 Christopher A. Mathews
WO1 Jared L. May

2LT John M. Mayer

WO1 James M. McBride
WO1 Krystian R. McKeown
2LT Daniel M. McNamara
WO1 Ray L. Medlin

WO1 Antonio E. Meyreles
WO1 James A Minkz

WO1 Anthony K. Moon
WO Clint Mosley

WO1 Ann E. Mulrooney
WO1 Deanne C. Murawsky
WO Charles M. Myers
WO1 Robert 5. Newman
WO1 Francis M. Marbury, IV
WO1 Jeffrey D. Norris
WO1 Ryan J. Owan

WO1 Matthew W. Pierson

WO1 Travis Plummer
WO1 Andrea K. Postma
2LT Jacob D. Price

WO1 Joel Ramos

WO Jimmy D. Ray

WO John T. Redmond
WO1 JayRyan H. Robinson
CW2 Stephen J. Ruge
WO Enik M. Sabiston
WO1 George E. Sammur
AT Joshua D, Sandage
WO1 Richard C. Satterfield
AT Colleen A. Schoendeld
WO1 Vance L. Scruggs
WO1 Eve M. Seyfred

WO1 Christopher W. Shary
CPT Adam P. Shaw

WO1 Nicholas B, Simila
SFC James C. Slemp, Jr.
WO Gregory L. Spalding
2LT David M. Sution

2LT Matthew R. Taylor

2LT Timathy J. Thomas

Mr. Christopher Trumbule
WO1 Eric L. Wells

WO1 Eugene B. West

2LT Chistopher A. White

Continued on page 76
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Tennessee Valley Chapter
COL Shelely Yarborough, TVC's senior vice
president, inducled relired MAJ Albert
Carreon inlo the Honorable Order of St
Michael Aug. 10 in Huntsville, Ala., presenting
him with the Bronze award. Carreon is a senior
systems analyst with the Air Warrior Product
Manager's Ofiice at Redstone Arsenal.
Carreon has a long history of distinguished
military and civilian service to Army Aviation
spanning over 30 years. He was a key conlrib-
utor to the formation and establishment of the
first Spanish Helicopter School Battalion,
whose mission is lo lrain allied Spanish-
speaking military pilols from Latin American
and Carbbean countries. Carreon was also
instrumental in fielding more than 10,000 Air
Warrior aviation life support equipmenl
ensembles and 1,100 electronic data manager
kneeboard compulers. Carreon has served
maore than 10 years as the TVC treasurer.

Griffin Chapter

Upon relinquishing of command, LTC Samuel E.
Lamb was inducted into the Honorable Order of SL
Michael Aug. 3 at Coleman Army Airfield in Mannheim,
Germany. Lamb successfully commanded the 1st Bn.,
214th Avn. Reql., the U.S. Army Europe's theater gen-
eral support aviation battalion. LTC Guy Zero, acling
commander of the 12th Cbt. Avn. Bde., presented
Lamb with the Bronze award in recognilion of his years
of aviation service. Today Lamb is the V Corps’ G3
chief of Aviation in Heidelberg. Pictured here is the
Lamb family (I to r): Preston, Kaiflin, Sam, Kimberly

and Justin.
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Tennessee Valley Chapter
TVC Senior Vice President COL Shelley
Yarborough presented relired CW3 Fred
“Randy" Martin with the Bronze award of
the Order of 5L Michael on Aug. 10 in
Hunlsville, Ala. Martin, who is a senior ana-
lyst and logistician working with the new
equipment fraining team for the Common
Missile Waming Syslem, was honored for
rmore than 30 years of service and support to
Army aviation. A master aviator, Martin stari-
ed in the infantry before transitioning into avi-
afion and rising to become a standardizalion
instructor pilot and logging over 3,200 flight
hours. After retirement in 1992, Marlin was
recalled to active duty in 2003 for three addi-
fional years lo help frain aviators at Fort
Rucker in support of the war effort, reliring
again in 2006. Marlin continues to serve in
the critical aviation survivability field on the
common missile warning syslem leam.

Moming Calm Chapter

Rucker, Ala.

72

Volunteer Chapter

Long serving Tennessee Army MNational
Guardsman COL Terry A. Ethridge was
inducted June 23 into the Honorable Order of
5L Michael at the Smyma Volunteer Training
Site, Tenn. State Aviation Officer LTC Kris E.
Durham presented Elhridge with the Bronze
award for his dedication 1o Army Aviation over
the years. Ethridge has served as a platoon
leader, operations officer, assistant 53, compa-
ny commander, stale avialion lraining officer;
as lhe executive officer and then commander
of the 4th Sqdn., 278th Armored Cav. Regl. He
then served over five years as the Slate's
depuly chiefl of Staff for Aviation. Ethridge was
appointed in May as the chief of Staff for the
Tenn, ARNG al the Joint Force Headquariers
in Mashville,

Just prior to his departure from the 1st Bn., 2nd Avn. Regl in Korea, MAJ Jerry L.
Harding was inducted into the Order of St. Michael and presented with the Bronze award
and the Meritorious Service Medal July 21 at Camp Eagle, Wonju. Harding served as the
unit's execulive officer and was honored for 25-years of distinguished Army service,
including 22-years of aviation service as a senior warrani and commissioned officer. Here
Harding, center with hat and awards, is surrounded by members of the 1-2Znd Awn. at his
farewell. Today he is assigned lo the U.S. Army Combal Readiness Center at Forl
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Aviation Center Chapter

The Gold award of the Order of St. Michael was presented by MG Virgil L.
Packett Il to refiring LTG John M. “Mark” Curran, director of the Army
Capabilities Integration Center, on Aug. 31 al Fort Rucker, Ala. Curran, wha
received the Silver OSM award in 2003, was honored for his leadership and
contributions to Army aviation during more than 33 years of service. Curran
was (he 9lh Aviation Branch Chief and 21st commanding general of the
U.5. Army Aviation Warfighting Cenler. During the past five years he tire-
lessly worked many of the Army direcled transformation initiatives on behalf
of a branch and Soldiers engaged in combal around the world. GEN
William Wallace, commanding general of the Training and Doclrine
Command, earlier awarded Curran with the Distinguished Service Medal
far his leadership and service 1o the nation, Above (| to r): Packell and wife
Ululani congratulate Curran, as his wife Cindy and Wallace look on.

Savannah Chapter (Deployed)

Three senior leaders with the 3rd Chi. Avn. Bde. deployed in support of Operation
Iraqi Freedom were inducted by MG James Simmons, deputy commanding gener-
al of the Multinalional Corps-Iraq, into the Honorable Order of St. Michael Aug. 7 al
Salher Airbase at the Baghdad Internalional Airport. Bronze awards were present-
ed lo CSM Scott Whitney, SGM Becky Johnston and 15G Ronald Waltman,
each being honored for having over 20 years of aviation service and serving in key
leadership positions. Whitney is the command sergeant major of the 3nd Sgdn.,
17th Cav. Regl., Johnston is the 3rd CAB brigade operalions sergeant major, and
Waltman is Ihe 3rd CAB Hags. and Hgs. Co. 15t sergeant. All three awardees will
conlinue to serve in Iraq in their curent assignments. Pictured above in the center,
Whitney, Johnston and Waltman are surround by fellow key leaders of the brigade.
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Aviation Center Chapter

First Lady of the Aviation Branch, Mrs. Ululani Packett, left, inducled
Cynthia “Cindy" T. Curran into the Honorable Order of Qur Lady of
Loreto during an awards ceremony held during her husband's retirement
Aug. 31 at Fort Rucker, Ala. Curran, spouse of LTG John M. Curran, was
honored for her service, support and sacrifices during more than three
decades as an Army wife, Her many contributions include support of
Soldiers, civilians and their families; actively leading family readiness
group programs, suppor to local civic and communily organizations, and
assisting in charity and fund raiser activities. Just before the presentation
of the OLL lapel pin, GEN William Wallacs, commanding general of the
Training and Doclrine Command, awarded Curran wilh the Oulstanding
Civiian Service Medal from the Army. Looking on during the pinning are
(1 1o 1) MG Virgil L. Packett Il, husband “Mark” and Wallace,

Morning Calm Chapter

Four senior Scldiers of the 1st Bn,, 2nd Avn. Regt,, were
inducted into the Honorable Order of St Michael Aug. 10 at
Camp Eagle, Wonju, Korea. The Bronze award was present-
ed to CW3 Steve A. Donahue Jr, CW3 Sean E. Wojasinski,
CW2 Pafrick §. Taylor and CSM Richard E. Santos (all
above lefl to right), for their contributions to Army aviation,
Donahug served with Co. C as a standardization pilol and as
the batltalion master gunner; he departs for Hunter Army
Airfield, Ga. Wojasinski, with 2,500 flight hours, served with
Co. A as an instructor pilod; and is now an IP at Fort Rucker,
Ala. A senbor aviator with over 1,500 light hours, Taylor was a
pilol in command and safely ofiicer with Co. A. Sanlos, the
battalion CSM, has served more than 28 years with distinc-
fion in aviation, and remains in Korea wilh the 1-2nd Avn.
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Morning Calm Chapter

LTC Cory Mendenhall, assisted by CSM Richard E. Santos, presented Bronze
awards of the Order of St. Michael lo CW5 Arthur M. Blakemore and CW4
Douglas R. Huddleston July 13 al Camp Eagle, Wonju, Korea. Both men
leave the 1st Bn., 2nd Avn. Regl. for new assignments and were honored for
their contributions to Army aviation. Blakemare was the battalion standardiza-
tion pilot with over 21 years of service; he moves to the 21st Cavalry Bde. (Air
Chbt.) and the Kuwait training program. Huddleston has served over 17 years
in aviation and was the baftalion safety officer. Piclured (I to r): Sanlos,
Huddlesion, Blakemore and Mendenhall,

Connecticut Chapter L P
It only took a shor five years, bul long Frontier Army Chapter

North Star Chapter
COL Ronald A. Neumeister, oulgoing commander of the “Wings
of the Red Bull” 34th Cbl. Avn. Bde., was awarded the Meritorious
Service Medal and then the Bronze award of the Order of St
Michael during his Aug. 4 change of command ceremony at the
Cedar Street Armory, St. Paul, Minn, MG Ricky D. Erlandson, com-
manding general of the 34th Inf. Div., Minn. Army Mational Guard,
officialed over the ceremony and presented the honors fo
Neumeister. During his tenure, Neumeister increased the number
of occupational specialty qualified Soldiers and decreased the
attrition rate of the brigade, and oversaw the training and deploy-
ment of two aviation units to Operation Iragi Freedom. He is now
the director of Military Support with the Joint Forces Headquarters,
Minn. ARNG, and promotable LTC R. Clay Brock commands the
34th CAB. Pictured above (| to r) are Edandson, Stale Aviation
Officer COL Michael Huddleston and Neumeister.

lime AAAA maverick Joe DiMaggio, left,
of Farmingdale, M.Y., and his golf buddy
Tom Modell of Lindenhurst, finally com-
pleted their goll odyssey of playing a
round of golf in all 50 siates. The LIC
duo—who started June 8, 2003 at the
Barefoot Landing Morman Course in
Myrile Beach, 5.C.—played their last
hole Aug. 11 at the Eagleglen Golf
Course at Elmendorf Air Force Base in
Anchorage, Alaska. Mow DiMaggio says
they are planning an international
round, "We're looking into Ireland and
Scotland maybe next year,”
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COL Erick M. Netson, FAC senior vice presi-
dent, presented Christopher Riley Shotis Il
with a cerlificate denoling him as being the
2007 recipient of the AAAA National MAJ
Wiliam E. Adams Medal of Honor
Scholarship. Nelson made the presentation
on the anniversary of Sept. 11 in front of the
Buffalo  Soldier monument at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan. Sholls is the son of LTC
Christopher R. and Tamara Sholts and is now
a freshman at the University of Oregon in
Eugene. The $1,000 for one year scholarship
will help Sholls with his pursuit of a

Psychology/Pre-Med degree.
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Bluegrass Chapter

The BC Soldier of the Month for July is PFC
David P Martin, a flight operalions specialist
with Co. B, 2nd Bn., 147th Avn. Regt., Kentucky
Army National Guard. CPT Jeremy A. Kearney,
Co. B commander, right, presented Martin with
the Corporal Eddie Ward Memorial Soldier of
the Month award July 19 during a ceremony at
Army Aviation Support Facility in Frankfort.
Marlin excelled during his advanced individual
military specially training and made immediate
contributions o his wnil in readiness and
records management after returning to his unit.
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Bluegrass Chapter

The Bluegrass Chapter hil the 100 member mark with the joining of
SGT Michael 5. Hagan to the Frankfor area chapler in Kenlucky.
BC President COL Benjamin F. Adams IIl, lefl, and COL Ricky W.
Branscum, BC senior vice president, presented Hagan with & certifi-
cate of appreciation July 15 for becoming the 100th member and
helping fo make this milestone in the chapter’s history. Hagan, a UH-
60 crew chief with the 63rd Thealer Avn. Bde., Kenlucky Army

National Guard, joined AAAA In June,

Tennessee Valley Chapter
COL Michelle “Shelley” Yarborough, project
manager for Aviation Syslems, presented
MSG Marius Dockery with a series of speak-
er's gifts on behalf of the AAAA National Office
during an “All Hands® meeting Sept. 13 in the
Bob Jones Auditorium, Redstona Arsenal, Ala.
Daockery, a force modernization NCO with the
Alr Traffic Control Systems Product
Manager's Office, Program Execulive Office
for Aviation, was a co-presenter with MG
James Pillsbury, Aviation and Missile
Command, during the 2007 AAAA National
Convention in Atlanta. Dockery presented a
briefing on the laclical airspace integration
system and the airspace command and con-
trol system, drawing on his experiences as the
chief of Airspace wilh G3 Airspace Element of
the 4th Infantry Division during the unit’s rota-
fion in the Iragi theater of war,

ARMY AVIATION

Bluegrass Chapter

BC President COL Benjamin F. Adams I, left, and COL Philip K. Miller, right,
BC VP for Awards, presented retired LTC Phillip D. Pittman, manager of
Administrative Operations for the Joint Operations Group of the L3
Communications Integrated Systems Division, with certificales of appreciation
for support to the Bluegrass Chapter on Aug. 16 at the Army Avialion Support
Facility in Frankfort, Ky. Pittman and L3 were recognized for their recent con-
tributions and membership support lo the BC and being instrumental in

encouraging prospeciive members within their organization fo join AAAA.

Bluegrass Chapter
SPC Clayton R. Willams is the BC
Soldier of the Menth for August. Williams
is an aviation technician with the 1204th
Avn, Spt. Bn., Kentucky Army Mafional
Guard in Independence. He excelled in
recent months during the standup of the
1204th ASB, often doing jobs above his
rank, and made immediale contributions
to his unit in readiness and records man-
agement. Williams was presented with
the Corporal Eddie Ward Memorial
Soldier of the Month award Sept. 16 at
the Independence Armory by his com-
mander during a battalion assembly.

IN MEMORIAM

Tennessee Valley Chapter

TVC Board Member Keilh Freitag was on hand for
the June 9 graduation of Steven Sanders, one of
two 2006 TVC Aviation Challenge Scholarship win-
ners, from the 6-day-long camp at the U.S. Space
& Rocket Center in Huntsville, Ala. Sanders, 14,
son of retired CW4 Steve and Janice Sanders of
Monrovia, Ala., was fully immersed in a realistic avi-
ation environment where he and other students
learmed land and water survival, basic asronaufics
and aerodynamics, flight physiology and air combat
history. Above, Freilag, right, congratulates
Sanders on completing the Aviation Challenge.

James A, Quinlan

We have recelved information on the passing of retired COL James A. Quinlan, AAAA Charter and Life
Member, who died in 2005, He was interred at the Post Cemelery on Fort Sill, Oklahoma. He was bom

Oclober 28,1931 in Taunlon, Massachusells.

He graduated from Officer Candidate School in 1953 and served two tours of duty in Vietnam. He
joined the AAAA as a charer member in 1957, His awards included the Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with palm. He refired from the Ay on March 31, 1980 at
Fort Sill. Survivors include his wife, the former Mettie Henderson,
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LT Judson R. White

My, Michael Whillaker
153G Joseph D. Wilgeroth
WO1 Henry B. Wilson
WO1 Wayne G. Winn
WO Nicholas 5. Wise
WO1 Heather M. Wolfenden
BIG RED ONE CHAPTER
FORT RILEY, KS

CPT Emily A. Norton
BLACK KNIGHTS CHAPTER
WEST POINT, NY

SGT Curtis Lawrenca, Ref.
BLUEGRASS CHAPTER
FRANKFORT, KY

SGT Phillip W. Albars
535G Stephen C. Amy
SGT Michael R, Ball

Mr. Raymand V. Barker
CPT Kenny L. Bowman
556 Harold 5. Breti

SGT Sleven B, Clark

SPC Wiliam C. Crowe
SPC Joseph K. Cummins
MAJ Brian 5. Demers
SPC Ashley N, Driver
SPC Marcos E. Evans
Mr. Kazl M. Forster

CW4 Shawn D. Gabhari
COL Roger C. Green, Ret,
SGT Nathan W, Keach
2LT Jaremiah B. Lana
SGT Shawn 5. Lova

SFC Micah B. Mason

AT Jegsica M. Owens
SGT Juan Peter

SFC Fred D. Plowman

Mr. Doug A Puckelt

Mr. Den Richardson

Mr. James R. Robbins
SGT Lucinda D. Silver
SGT Tony W. Stine

Mr. Ryan 5. Thompson
MAJ Philip L. Varvell

CWd Murray M. Welch Il
SPC Clayton R. Williams
Cadet Aaron M. Zoppatli
CENTRAL FLORIDA
CHAPTER, ORLANDO, FL
Mr. Jay C. Dempsay

Mr. Randy T. Hunter

MAJ Johin C. Moming

Mr. Stan Sheridan

Mr. Malcolm R. Sollay

Mr. Chris Wagner

Mr. John D. Zedo
COLOMIAL VIRGINIA
CHAPTER, FORT EUSTIS, VA
S36G Kevin J. Austin

SFC Craig A. Beadle
MSG Adam T, Cheak
550G Timothy M. Conroy
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SGT John M. Emarsan

556G Michael C. Flowers
550G Eugena C. Guysthe
556 Richard A Hall

Mr. Michael D, Hudon

SFC Jesus Jimenez

5506 Joseph M. Mack

SS5G Mark E. Miena

MSG Richard L. Muncey
556G Michael C. Muskalla
SFC John W. Nicholas

356G Jaime R, Perez

SFC Alan . Rosenberg, Ret,
CEM Anthony L. Samugls
356 Eichel L. Tackefi

SFC Douglas E. Walker
556 Nathanial D. Wood
SFC Jarry D. Wright
CONNECTICUT CHAPTER
STRATFORD, CT

Mr. Edward 5. Caco Jr.

Mr. George A. Derbabian
COT Brad Myar

Mr. Michaad 5. Torok

Mr. Lewis 5. Webb Jr.
CORPUS CHRISTI CHAPTER
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX
MSG Jeffrey W Kristiansen Red
Mr. Jose A, Uballe

Mr, Erick M. Viera

M. Elizabeth 5. Weeks
DELAWARE VALLEY
CHAPTER,PHILADELPHIA, PA
Mr. Nicholas Empar

CW4 Jonathan D. Marsh
CW3 Steve J. Steirer
FLYING TIGERS CHAPTER
FORT KNOX, KY

CW3 Michael 5. Haley
FRONTIER ARMY CHAFTER
FORT LEAVENWORTH, K3
COL Michael J. Swanson
GREATER ATLANTA
CHAPTER, ATLANTA, GA
PFC Jeremy D. Aikers

SFC Phillip E. Banzhof

SPC Berhony Beauge

SGT Randall L. Bright

SGT Anthony D. Brooks
PFC Jawan D. Brown

SPC Howard R. Burrow
556 Femando H. Careaga
SPC Fred C. Caslro

SGT Thomas L. Clare

556 Wendy R. Durham
CW2 Ken Dyson

SPC Chad C. Evans

SGT Michael D, Fitzgerald
SFC Frederick A. Fraziar
SPC Max Gainay

15G Lynn A. Goodrich

SGT Ron E. Gordon

SGT Ricardo Hamer

SGT Jacgueling D. Hamilon

SGT Amanda R. Justus
SGM Henry E. Kimball

556 Handley E. Knight
SFC Doyle R. Kobeck

Mr, Wayne Landman

SGT Wiliam T. McCullough
SGT Mark T. Meahl

SGT Marcus E, Miller

SFC Loretia L. Miteer

ZLT Matthew E. Musa

SGT Chiislopher M. O'Barr
SGT Jonathan O'Neal

LTC James F. Ouzts, Jr. Ret.
SPC Tanaya J. Pennington
SGT Louis J, Qualliera

556 Jerome J. Rademacher
WO1 Timmy B. Rikard

SGT Morris Roberls

M3G Tarry G. Sanders

550G Sherwin A. Serretle
SPC Grace A. Siguzer

SFC Haram B. Smalls

SPC Jason D. Smalls

SPC Melissa L. Smith

Mr. Rocco Toting

130G Maynard R. Valeriano
SFC Barbara A. Wiliams
SFC Elizabeth G. Young
SGT Lomas L. Youngblood
SGT Scoft P. Zimmermann, Ral.
GRIFFIN CHAPTER
ANSBACH, GERMANY
CPT Angel R. Estrada

CW3 Gavin W. Glasenapp
Mrs. Michelle |, Miller

MAJ Dan W, Stoner

HIGH DESERT CHAPTER
FORT IRWIN, CA

CWd Richard C. Bebb
IRON MIKE CHAPTER
FORT BRAGG, NC

CW4 John D. Haeme

LTC David O. Jemnigan
JACK H. DIERELLIALAMO/
FORT SAM HOUSTON, TX
SFC Michael 5. O'Neill, Ret.
JIMMY DOOLITTLE CHAPTER
COLUMBIA, SC

SFC James 5. Caldwall
&FC John G. Downer

SPC William B. Fersner

Mr. Mark Milcham
KEYSTONE CHAPTER
INDIANTOWN GAPR, PA
ZLT Daniel A Fresdman
F5G John W. Georga
LINDBERGH CHAPTER
ST, LOUIS, MO

Mr. Ricky A Brock
MACARTHUR CHAPTER
HEW YORKILONG ISLAND
AREA, NY

Mr. Guy Cheesman

Mr. Patrick Gerahty
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CPT Padraic R. Lilly
MONMOUTH CHAFTER
FORT MONMOUTH, NJ
Ms. Jehanna J. Gibbons
MORNING CALM CHAPTER
SEQUL, KOREA

WO1 Gregory D. Bums
CW2 Jonathan M, Butler
MA) Terry A Meyer

CW2 Jason R. Peck

1LT Morgan R. Samuels
MORTH COUNTRY CHAPTER
FORT DRUM, NY

CPT James R. Fischer
CW3 Christopher Hendesson Ref
CW5 Dala C. Lindgren, Ret,
MAJ David G. McGurk

CPT Gage L. Moulding
CSM Jean P. Thomas
NORTHERM LIGHTS
CHAPTER, FORT WAIN-
WRIGHTIFAIRBANKS AK
LT Breli J. Haker

PIKES PEAK CHAPTER
FORT CARSOMN, CO

MAJ Gary L. Cunningham
RHINE VALLEY CHAPTER
HEIDELBERG, GERMANY
Mr. William J. Lynch
SAVANNAH CHAPTER
FORT STEWART/HUNTER
AAF, GA

CW2 Bryan P, Myers Sr.
556 Julio C. Peraita

Mr. George R. Schwind
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CHAPTER

LOS ANGELES, CA

CW2 Erik L. Thizssmeyer Sr.
STONEWALL JACKSOMN
CHAPTER

SANDSTON, VA

556 Kelvin D, Franklin
SFC A. Paul Kagi

TAUNUS CHAPTER
WIESBADEN, GERMANY
Mr. David Schiff
TENNESSEE VALLEY
CHAPTER

HUMNTSVILLE, AL

Mr. James G. Andrews

Ms. Kalrina K. BoVay

Mr. Mike Cohen

Mr. Bruce Gage

Mr. Gregory D. Gore

Mr. Bruce R. Graves

Mr. Joha P. Hanney

Mr. Kevin B. Mayes

CW4 Brently W. McCulloch, Ret
Mr. Bruca M, Morton

Mr. Jose M. Pearson

CW4 Dewayne M. Rudoiph, Ret|
Mr. Steven L, Sanders

Mr. Ronald A. Snedeker

Mr. David G. Staphan

COL Ricki L. Sullivan, Rel.
CW3 Leonard A Woods Jr. Ret
THUNDER MOUNTAIN
CHAPTER, SIERRA VISTA, AZ
Mr. Brian R. Voller
VOLUNTEER CHAPTER
SMYRNA, TH

COT Shawn H. Baker

Mr. James R. Cartwright

SGT John M. Davidson 1l
SGT Rick D, Fields

COT Robert B. Hulson

SPC Susan V. Magee

MAJ Anthony K. McConnall
PFC Alisha L. Perry

856G James 0. Poorman
SPC David Sanfiago

W3 Bl R. Slames

SPC Dustin A, Teal

CW3 Lamar L. Wallace
VOODOO CHAPTER

NEW ORLEANS, LA

15G Dannie W, Bergeran
COL John C. Bonnetle

SPC Joshua P. Davis

SFC Chaistopher |, Harringlon
556 Ray P. Lavadar

Mr. Scolt L. Smith
WASHINGTON-POTOMAC
CHAPTER, WASHINGTON, DC
Mr. Muir Ainslie

Mr. Gregory Bourn

CW4 Frank C. Buzzard Jr.
SPC Gabriel Diaz

M. Sam Evans

Mr. Matthew Kesgan

COL Brian K. Mays, Rel.

Mr. Joha W, Pation Sr.

Mr. Scott Ratlig

SGT Tiera M. Sprauve

Mr. Clio Timmerman

COL James R. Yonls
WESTERN NEW YORK
CHAPTER, ROCHESTER, NY
CW4 Michael L. Garwood
LT Anthony J. Rocco |
WRIGHT BROTHERS
CHAPTER, COLUMBUS, OHIO
MA) Steven J, Betls

MAJ Stephen L. Rhoades
3G Roger A Veatter

ZIA CHAPTER

SANTA FE, NM

CW4 David J. Burrell

§FC Greg M. Holmes

CW3 David J. Martinez

Mr, Kelly C. Moare

COL Timothy 3. Paul

SPC Moniqua D. Thevenat
856 lan H. Weiger
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COURTESY PHOTD

Connecticut Chapler
The daughters of two Connecticut Chapler members were the recipi-
ents of chapter malching scholarships for the 2007-08 academic year.
CC President Doug Shidler and Paul Hoar, V.P. for Scholarships, pre-
sented checks and ceriificates to Katherine "Kate® E. Gagliardi and
Alexandra “Ali* A. Goumas after the chapter's annual golf iournament
held Aug. 9 at the Grassy Hills Country Club in Orange. Each young
lady qualified for a $4000 (32000 a year for two years) scholarship.
Kate is the daughter of James and Elizabeth Gagliardi of Wallingford
and is attending Old Dominion University to study nursing. Ali is the
daughter of Mark and Gwen Goumas of Oxford and will be a pre-med-
ical student at Syracuse Universily. Pictured here (| to r) are: Hoar;
Gwen, Ali's sister Faith and Ali Goumnas; James, Kate and Elizabeth
Gagliardi; and Shidler.

Scholarship Thank You

Dear ARMY AVIATION:

| am presently deployed in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom, serving as the 3rd Combat Aviation
Brigade's aviation maintenance officer here in Iraq.

My son Arthur was just nofified that he received an §11,000.00 schol-
arship from the AAAA, He just began his freshman year at the Universily
of Morth Carofina in Chapel Hill on Aug. 22,

| can't tell you how grateful | am for AAAA's conlribution fo his educa-
tion. When we applied together, it was one of the last things we did
together before | deployed. Needless lo say, | had forgotten about his
application. | can't tell you how | felt when he called me so excited that he
had earmed this schotarship. I'm very proud of him, and I'm very proud to
be an AAAA member,

Unforfunately, | have missed many milestones in his life due o deploy-
ments, as many of us have. One of these milestones was being able 1o
help him on move-in day for his first day of college. | regret that, but he
undersiands and lells me there will be plenty of other move-ins and of
course graduation. He is my biggest supporter and best friend.

As any parent, it is always a challenge financially to put your children
through 4 full years of college. Mine are no different, and this scholarship
is going fo really help our family to defer the many costs of his college
education.

Please pass this on lo the appropriate personnel responsible for the
scholarship fund and selection process, as well as all the dedicated peo-
phe responsible for all the good things AAAA does for us in Army Aviation.

Wings of the Marne!
CW4 Art Gribensk
Baghdad, Iraqg

ARM AVRATMIN Risg IATIN
aF v
LLALYRTY k.uln'nrurr:‘rmu*

The TVC heid their annual AAAA Scholarship Golf Tournament Aug.
3 at the Hamplon Cove Golf Course in Huntsville, Ala. Over 260
members and friends of the Association came logether on a blister-
ingly hot and humid, but beautiful north Alabama day lo support the
AAAA scholarship foundation. This year over 50 corporate spon-
sors including major sponsors AEPCO, CAS, LGMAS, Bosing,
Avion, Lockheed Martin, MS5I, Weslar, Bell, MRC, Tyonek, FLIR
and Sikorsky helped the TVIC raise more than $9,000 for scholar-
ships, a $3,000 increase from the previous year, Winning teams
include the foursome of Bob Leonard, LTC Tom Todd, Freddie
Rodriguez and Rob Black and the foursome of Randy Hulcherson,
Freddie Mills, Robert Morrow and Spencer Mitchell. Above, TVC
President Bob Birmingham, left, and the loumnament organizer
George Chinea thank the sponsors and participanis for their gener-
ous confributions that resulted in a 39K donation 1o the scholarship

program.

Tennessee Valley Chapter

A record number of families parlicipated in TVC's annual "cruise” down the
Ocoee River along the Tennessee-Georgia border July 14, with the
youngest of 42 adventurers being just 12 years old. Hosted by Qutland
Expeditions of Cleveland, Tenn., the professionally guided three-hour jour-
ney took the chapter members through the scenic Cherokee National Forest
over class |Il and some class IV rapids. The annual event leaves everyone
wel, exhilarated and exhausted to include these rafters (from bow to stem
and lefl to right): the guide (name unknown), Steve Sanders Jr., Steve
Sanders Sr., Tiffany McCauley, Tanie Sanders, Kirk McCauley and Ben
Sanders.
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Upcoming Events

NOVEMBER 2007

o Nov 26:50. ARAA UAS Symposium, ARMYAVIATION

Marriott Crystal Gateway, Arlington, VA MAGAZINE

JANUARY 2008

B Jan 22-25 Aviation Senior Leaders Conference, up :nming SFEHHI Focus:

Fort Rucker, AL
® Jan 23 AAAA National Functional Awards Dinner,
Fort Rucker, AL M|
m Jan 25 AAAA Scholarship Executive Committee Safety

Meeting, NGRC, Arlington, VA
m Jan 26 AAAA National Awards Committee Selection
Meeting, NGRC, Arlington, VA

Unmanned Aircraft Systems

FEBRUARY 2008

Industry Partners Listings

B Feb 13-14 Joseph P. Cribbins Product Support Industry Support and Challenges
Symposium, Huntsville, AL

MARCH 2008
® Mar 27-29 AUSA Winter Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL ,
Contact: Bob Lachowslki
A". Apﬁné'smmm i e Advertising Director
il G- nual Convention, Washin F i il
® April 29- AHS Annual Forum & Technology Display, [€1:;{20)208-2430:x1 34
May 1 Montreal, Quebec
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AN
im 755 MAIN STREET, SUITE 4D, MONROE, CT 06468 + PHONE (203) 2682450 » FAX (203) 2688870 1% &8 8% %) T o B0 e
{7 Please check one: [JChange of Address [INew Membership Full-Time Sludenls; Erlisted; WOis; GS-8 DACs &

I wish 10 join the Army Aviation Association of America (AAAA). My past or current duties affiliate me with Below; )

U.5. Army Aviation and | wish 10 further the aims and purposes of the AAAA. | understand that my member- Wage Board 12 DACs & Below:

ship includes a subscription to AAAA s official magazine Army Aviation , and that my membership will start () 1yr, $15; () 2yrs, 527; ()3 yrs, $28

on the subsequent first of the month. Contributions or gifts (0 AAAA are not deductible as charitable contribu-  Add 55 per year il you have a foreign, non-APO address,
tions for federal income tax purposes. Dues payments may be deductible by members as ordinary and necessary  Agd $15 if your check is drawn on a fareign bank,

[ Check enclosed payabie to “ARAA° or change io

ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA (AAAA) AAAA ANNUAL DUES

Applications ofher than those Ested below:

Rank/GS Grada First Name Mi Lasl Name O AMEX O Diners Chub 3 Mastercard 1 VISA
..... . = ; — Card No.
Sy e e
At § Exp. Date 3 Digkt Sec.Code

Malling Address © SigpaweDale
Mailng Address - o N { ) Ay Active Duty { ) Defense Induskry
_ [ JARNG | JAGR { ) Foreign Mitary Sanvice
City Stale Zip + 4 Code { JUSAR { MGR { ) Other

_ _ _— —_— et | JDagC
Active Duty or Civilian Job Titke and Unit or Firm name E-Mail { ) Ay Retirad ( ) Former
Area Code  Office Phone Area Code  Residence Phone Area Code  FAX | ) Ofharfis o
PR D TR TN e i : Chack (+") Your Professional Gualification:
Consent: Ol do O do not consent fo the publication or release of the above information to third parfies, Are you a fomer ARG member? O Yes O Mo
R . If yes, whak year did you join? B
Signature Date Chagiar
Cilizanship Mickname Spouse’s Name  Print Marms of Recruitar
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Army Aviation

Hall of Fame

recognizes those individuals who have made an outstanding contribution (o
Army aviation. The actual Hall of Fame is located in the Army Aviation Museum,
Fort Rucker, Ala., where the portraits of the inductees and the citations recording their
achievements are retained for posterity.

Each month Army Aviation Magazine highlights a member of the Hall of Fame.
Contact the AAAA National Office for details at (203) 268-24510).

MAJOR GENERAL JAMES F. HAMLET
ARMY AVIATION HALL OF FAME 1283 INDUCTION

MG James F. Hamlet distinguished himself by outstanding aviation service as an aviator, staff officer
and commander during an Army career spanning more than 38 years.

During World War 11, Hamlet's studies at the Tuskegee Institute were interrupted by military service.
He graduated from Officer Candidate School on June 11, 1944 with a commission as an Infantry 2LT
and saw combat with the 366th Infantry Regiment in Italy.

Later after attending flight school, Hamlet went on to serve 29 years as an Army aviator in key avia-
tion staff duty positions in logistics, operations, force development and combat development.

In these assignments, he was particularly influential during the formative years of the Army’s aviation
doctrine and organization.

During the Vietnam War, Hamlet served just over three years in combat flying assignments.

In May 1966, Hamlet served his first tour of duty as the operations officer for the 11th Aviation Group
with the 1st Cavalry Division, and finished this tour as the commander of the 227th Avn. Battalion.

He then returned to Fort Leavenworth, Kan., to serve as the chief of the Air Mobility Branch with the
U.5. Army Combat Developments Command.

Upon graduation from the War College in 1970, Hamlet returned to Vietnam in July to serve a 25-
month tour.

First serving for nearly a year as commander of the 11th Avn. Group; then Hamlet held assignments
as the assistant division commander of the 101st Airborne Div., and com-
mander of the 3d Brigade, 1st Cavalry Div.

Hamlet’s awards include the Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf
Cluster, Legion of Merit with 2 OLCs, Distinguished Flying Cross, Soldier’s
Medal, Bronze Star Medal with 2 OLCs, and had more than 43 Air Medals.

He also eamned the Combat Infantryman’s Badge and the Master Army
Aviator and Parachutist badges.

Well known and highly respected among his pilot peers, Hamlet was a

model of selfless service and dedication to the Army and to Army Aviation.

Editor's note: MG Hamlet was a Cub Club member and a 1980 “Rock of the
Year" recipient with the National Board of the Rocks, Inc. He passed away
in 2001 at 79.
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Boeing is delivering innovative customer solutions

to ensure total readiness. For airlifters, ﬁghﬁh;rs,.

unmatched breadth of expertise for total life-cycle
sustainment. It's a commitment of unequivocal

support for the warfighter, now and in the future.

Brad Sterett
AV-BB Harrier
Product Support

@ﬂaflma



