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Army Repositions Korea Attack 
Battalion 
The Army announced in November it will relo
cate the 1st Bn., 2nd Avn. Regt., an AH-64D 
Longbow attack helicopter unit, from Camp 
Eagle in Wonju, Korea. to Fort Carson, Colo. 
About 500 "Gunfighter" Soldiers and 24 air
craft, along with an aviation intermediate 
maintenance unit, will depart Korea in March. 
The move is part of a repositioning of U.S. 
forces and allows the 1-2nd Avn. to train and 
prepare for a Fall 2009 deployment to either 
Iraq or Afghanistan. A sister attack battalion, 
the 4-2nd Avn., will remain in Korea with the 
2nd Cbt. Avn. Bde. 

KW Cav. Unit Moves to Fort Riley 
One move coincides with another. Fort 
Carson, Colo. officials announced Nov. 17 
the relocation of their 1st Sqdn., 6th Cav. 
Regt, to Fort Riley, Kan., to join with the 1st 
Inf. Div. The OH-58D Kiowa Warrior heli
copter unit was in the process of returning 
from a 14-month-long combat tour in Iraq, 
where it flew in support of the 1 st Bde. Cbt. 
Tm. of the 10th Mountain Div. 

Army Aviation in Italy Returns to 
Germany 
The U.S. Army in Europe announced Oct. 22 
the relocation of Co. G, 52nd Avn. Regt. 
from Aviano Air Base in northern Italy back to 
bases in Germany. The move involves about 
210 Americans. Two UH-60 Black Hawk heli
copters with 85 Soldiers and 115 family mem
bers will move to military communities in 
Mannheim and two C-12 Huron airplanes 
with 5 Soldiers and 8 family members to 
Stuttgart. USAEUR officials stated that the 
U.S. forces based in Vicenza will continue to 
receive the same level of aviation support, 
but now from Germany based units. 

CH-47F Fielded to 3rd Army Unit 
The Boeing Company, of Ridley Park, Pa., 
announced Nov. 18 it had completed fielding of 
new CH-47F model Chinook helicopters to Co. 
B, 2nd Bn., 227th Avn. Regt. , at Fort Hood, 
Texas. Co. B is the third unit to field the CH-47F 
since the Army began buying the new genera
tion Chinook. In September Co. B flew some of 
their new CH-47Fs in support of hurricane 
recovery efforts after communities along the 
Gulf coast were damaged by Hurricane Ike. 
The 4th Inf. Div., also at Fort Hood, was fielded 
the F model earlier this year. 
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139 Missing WWII Marines Found 
On the early morning of Nov. 20, 1943, 
Marines of the 2nd Marine Div. mounted an 
amphibious attack against the Japanese 
stronghold on Betio Island in the Tarawa Atoll, 
Gilbert Islands. The 72 hour battle would 
become infamous for the high number of 
American casualties. To add to the sorrow, 
many of the American bodies were never 
recovered after the war. On Nov. 24, the 
History Flight organization of Marathon, Fla. 
and the WFI Research Group of Fall River, 
Mass., announced the recovery of 139 of the 
541 known missing Marines after a year long 
effort to help return the bodies of the war dead 
to their families. The joint, privately funded 
venture brought teams to the Tarawa Atoll to 
locate and return remains from eight separate 
mass burials, all believed to have Marines 
and sailors from the actual battle. Five of the 
8 burial sites have had Marine remains acci
dentally dug up during construction activity on 
the island. One burial site is believed to con
tain the remains of Lt Alexander Bonnyman, a 
Medal of Honor recipient from the battle of 
Tarawa. Efforts will continue to identify and 
recover more remains. 

Louisiana Guard Deploys Fixed Wing 
Unit to Africa 
Eight Guardsmen with Detachment 38 of the 
Operational Support Airlift bid farewell to fam
ily and friends during an Oct. 23 deployment 
ceremony at the Army Aviation Support 
Facility 1 in Hammond, La. The detachment 
is part of the 204th Theater Airfield 
Operations Group and was ordered to a nine 
month support mission in Djibouti. The 
Soldiers and their two C-12 Huron fixed-wing 
aircraft will provide transport services to the 
newly formed U.S. Africa Command through
out Africa and the Middle East. After two 
weeks of deployment training at Fort 
Benning, Ga., the unit departed in mid 
November for a week long flight to Djibouti. 
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Special Solutions 
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si tuational awareness 
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armor. 

Integrated Primary 
Flight Display - high 
resolution imaging 
in brownout conditions. 

For Special Operations. 

Honeywell delivers high performance technologies and 
innovations to meet the evolving challenges to special 
operations warriors. 

Precision Navigation and Precision Terrain Aided Navigation 
Systems provide a highly accurate navigation solution 
without the use of GPS inputs. 

Body and Vehicle Armor. Our high performance Spectra 
Shield® and Gold Shield@ composite materials deliver 
impressive ballistic performance. 

Honeywell. Mission ready. 

Honeywell 

For more information visit our website www.honeywell.com/missionready 

© 2008 Honeywell International Inc. All rights reserved. 
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AAAA President's Cockpit 

AAAA: Contributing 
to Our Soldiers, Families, 
the War fight and More 

As we near the end of 2008, the 
year we celebrated 25 great 
years as a branch, it is appropri

ate to reflect upon the tremendous 
contributions that our branch has 
made to our Army. 

Many in our branch are on their 
fourth or fifth rotation to either Iraq or 
Afghanistan. Many have persevered 
in the face of tough odds and have re
enlisted to return and fight again. 

You and your families have made the 
necessmy sacrifices to keep our branch 
andAtmy sh'ong, and our nation secure. 
Because of you, all Atnericans are able 
to celebrate this holiday season. 

AAAA, your professional organiza
tion, is dedicated to you and your fami
lies. My hope is that we have made a 
conh'ibution dUling this past year, either 
through our direct SUppOlt to Soldiers or 
through our sponsorship of professional 
conferences and symposia. 

I trust that our annual symposia on 
ASE, UAS and Product SUppOlt make 
contributions to the warfight, linking 
our aircrews with maintainers and 
acquisition professionals, and with 
training and doctrinal leaders, to find 
real world battlefield solutions. 

Our direct SUppOlt has included pro
viding resources to our chapters for 
welcome home and send-off events for 
units, purchasing sweat suits for our 
wounded passing through Landstahl 
Hospital, and helping to purchase 
advanced wheelchairs for other 
wounded warriors. 

Sometimes our support has been 
behind the scenes, like visits to Walter 
Reed At'my Medical Center, or airline 
tickets for family members of our 
fallen to attend memorial services for 
their loved ones. 

And we focus pmt of our conven-
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The AAAA 2009 Convention brochure will 
be featured in the January 2009 issue of 
ARMY AVATION magazine. 

tion each year on spouses and family 
SUppOlt, and have a monthly column 
in these pages dedicated to the family. 

Please let us know your ideas. We 
will never be able to do enough to 
thank you adequately, but we want to 
continue to improve our support for 
the Aviation Soldier and Family. 

Thank you all for your service and 
we hope you all had a happy and safe 
holiday season. With your help and 
ideas we can make 2009 even better. 

MG (Ret.) Jim Snider 
AAAA President 

jim.snider@quad-a.org 

P.S . Don't forget registration opens 
January 1 for the AAAA Annual 
Convention this May 3-6 at the 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Conven
tion Center in Nashville, Tenn. Visit 
www.quad-a.org. It will be a great 
professional and family time, culmi
nating in a dinner concert with coun
tly star Wynonna Judd. See you there! 
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No mailer where you fly, you need AFS. 

AFS leads the industry with high-performance engine Inlet Barrier Filtration systems for commercial 
and military propulsion systems. Commercial systems include Bell 205, 206B, 206l-l/3/4, and 
407, MDHI MD 500 and MD 900/902, Eurocopter AS350, and AgustaWestland All9 helicopters. 
Military systems include OH-5BA/C/D Kiowa, UH-l H Huey, AH/MH-6J/M little Bird, UH-60 
Black Hawk, AH-64 Apache, and CH-47 Chinook. Development systems include Eurocopter EC-130, 
Bell 429 and 430, and AgustaWestland AW139. 

From the deserts of Iraq to the forests of California, AFS systems are protecting engines, enhancing 
performance, reducing costs, and helping operators do what they do best. 

Insist on an AFS filter. Install before flight. 

AEROSPACE FIlTRATION SYSTEMS, INC. A Donaldson Company 636·300·5200 fax 636·300·5205 
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mission. 
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before 
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From The Aviation Branch Chief 

A Salute to 
Our Industry Partners 
By MG James 0. Barclay III 

This month we rightfully take 
time to recognize our partners in 
industry. 

HistOlY has proven that the innova
tion, creativity, expertise and capabil
ity of our industrial base has and will 
continue to play a large role in the 
effectiveness of the Almy. 

Though GEN Dwight Eisenhower 
was right to caution us about the 
potential pitfalls of the "military
industrial complex," there is absolute
ly no doubt that the Army aviation 
team has achieved some remarkable 
accomplishments due significantly to 
our organizations of industty. 

Indeed, for example, without the 
maturing of turbine engine technolo-

gy in the late 195 Os, the theOlY of air 
mobility as envisioned by GEN 
Hamilton Howze could never have 
become a reality on the battlefields of 
Southeast Asia in the 1960s. These 
men and machines laid a foundation 
for the operations and successes we 
witness today. 

Thousands of contractors continue 
to stand shoulder to shoulder with us 
around the world maintaining, guid
ing, and mentoring our Soldiers. 

Some have died in that effOlt. 
Although at times it can be a chal

lenging relationship, we cannot forget 
that we all ultimately work for the 
Soldiers, and answer to their families 
and our fellow citizens. 

SEAl 515;1.1 fOR 

OH!S8TiliioltC1~iloI 
AWRIApprovea 

~ 
AH~4 PiioI/(o-ililol 

AWR Approvea 

.~D'.Y AIICRAfT 
Seat Cushio ~ Systems are available for any type 
of military aircraft, including fixed and rotor 
wing. Materials and seat cushion designs work 
together to create pain·free seating that improves 
aircrew endurance. 

Call us or visit our website for details and ordering. 

COASTAL 

AIRCRAFf PARTS LLC 
the exclusive worldwide distributor of Oregon Aero® 

Seot Cushion Systems for militory fixed wing ond rotor wing oirrcoft. 

954-260·6280 • Fax 954·337·2806 
www.CoaslaIAircraftParls.com 
sales@coaslalaircraftparls.com 

11-60 PiioI/Co-PiioI 
AWR Approved 

H-60 Observer 
AWR Approved 

MH47 Combal Cushion - Armor Compatible 
AI'/R Approved 
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The entire aviation team is working 
together to make your aircraft and 
systems as mission capable, effective 
and survivable as possible. 

While competing for precious 
resources, we must clearly establish 
and maintain focus on our priorities 
as one team, in a singular fight, with a 
common future. 

We know you are out there, we 
hear you, and we are doing our best to 
fight through the various stovepipes 
to get you the velY best training, doc
trine and materiel American industry 
can produce. 

Above the Best! 

MG James O. Barclay III is the 
Aviation branch chief and the com
manding general of the u.s. Army 
Aviation Center of Excellence and 
Fort Ruckel; Ala. 

The SKYCRANE 

Jack McKenna, former Sikorsky 
Executive VP, worked closely with Igor 

Sikorsky on the development of the 
remarkable CH-54 Tarhe, (Skycrane) 

and is writing a book on his experiences 
on the program. He is seeking first hand 
experience, photos, etc from those who 

flew, maintained and supported this 
aircraft especially in combat. 

Please contact Mr. McKenna at 
jam479@att.net or 203259-8610 

for more information. 
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update 

Warrant Officer 
Education and Development 
By CW5 Jeffrey A. Reichard 

Though we have a tremendously 
sh'ong foundation, rich with her
itage and prestige, the Army 

Aviation Wanant Officer Corps is fac
ing many challenges in the areas of 
professional militmy education (PME) 
and professional militmy development 
(PMD). Often these are areas that war
rant officers and their commands tend 
to overlook. 

The current operational tempo 
(OPTEMPO), coupled with the chal
lenges of the ever changing battlefield 
has added to these issues. With a con
scious effOli on the part of aviation 
warrant officers, and the suppOli of 
our commanders, we will overcome 
these challenges. 

I would like outline just a few of the 
areas in PME and PMD that we need 
to pull together and tackle as a team. 

The complexity of both our near
telm and long-range missions have 
developed into many excuses or rea
sons on why some cannot meet the 
deadlines for PME. We need to 
encourage our warrant officers to 
attend wanant officer education sys
tem courses on time, while they are 
still relevant to the individual. 

Aviation Warrant Officer 
Professional Military Education 

RANK CW3 CW4 CW5 

On Hand 1634 1232 307 

' lmbel I Pmtl"lbgt """" Ptlcertage llutrbtr Ptlctntilg t 
A1tfOdtd A!:ttncltd Attended Atttnded Alboded AIItnGtd 

WOAC 211 1mB 1078 87.5% 276 89.9% 
WOSC 3 I 0.2% 350 E.IFI 276 89.9% 

WOSSC 96 lIB 
WOAC = Warrant Officer Advance Course 
wese = Warrant Officer SlaffCourse 
WOSSC = Warrant Officer Senior Staff Course 

Figure 1. This chart illustrates the number 
and percentage of Aviation warrants in each 
rank that have attended the advance course, 
staff course, and senior staff course, respec
tively. The values in RED indicate severe 
shortages in attendance. 
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CW2 Nicole Shuman, right, an AH-64D attack 
helicopter pilot with HHC, 4th Cbt. Avn. Bde., 
preps with a fellow crew member before 
taking-off from Camp Taji, Iraq, on an Oct. 27 
reconnaissance patrol for Multinational 
Division-Baghdad. Professional military 
education programs, such as the warrant 
officer advanced course, are designed to 
prepare CW2s like Shuman for assignments 
in CW3 positions. 

There has been reluctance on the 
part of young warrant officers to 
retum to Fort Rucker for school and 
not enough support from commanders 
to attend PME courses. Consequently 
we have senior CW3s and junior 
CW 4s attending the wanant officer 
advanced course (WOAC). It is no 
wonder that we are receiving feed
back that this course is not relevant. 

The WOAC was designed to pre
pare CW2s for assignments in CW3 
positions. Officers at the CW3 and 
CW4 level who have not attended 
WOAC are both disadvantaged and at 
potential promotion risk. 

Training obtained in WOAC 
should enhance officer perfOlmance 
at their current and gaining assign
ments. The chart at figure 1 is an 
illustration of the cunent PME atten
dance deficit. 

The next issue that I would like to 
address is wanant officer PMD. As a 
result of the current OPTEMPO and 
the backlog of aviation warrant offi-
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cers that have not completed PME 
courses commensurate with their rank 
and skill, aviation warrant officers are 
not being tracked in a timely manner. 

m accordance with Almy Pamphlet 
611-21, Militmy Occupation Classifi
cation and Shucture, dated Jan. 22, 
2007, the WOAC is a prerequisite for 
aviation safety officer, senior inshuctor 
pilot, insh'ument flight examiner and 
maintenance qualifications. 

The warrant officer staff course, or 
WOSC, is required for standardiza
tion instmctor pilot qualification. 

Because the need for trained and 
tracked aviators is so high, the 
Human Resources Command is send
ing unqualified warrant officers to 
special qualifications identifier pro
ducing schools. This practice is meet
ing the immediate need for tracked 
warrant officers, but it is increasing 
the bacldog into PME. 

Another barrier to PMD is pilot-in
command (PC) time. Many aviators 
are retuming from combat tours with 
over 1,000 flight hours, but no PC 
time. We need to encourage and sup
port commanders to develop pro
grams to build PCs while deployed. 

Solutions to these challenges must 
stmi with individuals at the company 
and troop level. The responsibility is 
on each individual and his or her 
chain of command to ensure the 
appropriate training is received at the 
appropriate time. 

By addressing these issues now, we 
are working toward shaping and postur
ing the Aviation branch for the future by 
developing more proficient and well 
rounded wan'ant officers. 

Above the Best! 

------ .: .. :. ------

CW5 Jeffrey A. Reichard is the chief 
warrant officer of the Aviation 
Branch, u.s. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence, Fort Ruckel; Ala. 
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AAI designs and manufactures many products 
that support Army Aviation - including unmanned 
aircraft systems, training and simulation systems, 
and automated aircraft test and maintenance 
equipment. 

No one builds more tactical unmanned aircraft 
and state-of-the-art ground control stations than 
AAI, including the renowned RQ-7B Shadow 
Tactical Unmanned Aircraft Systems that have 
flown more than 325,000 hours in support of U.S. 
warfighters in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Shadow, ABE, and Innovation That Works are registered trademarks of Ml Corporation. 

AAI is a worldwide leader in the design and 
implementation of military training systems. For Army 
Aviation, the company's Shadow Crew Trainer pro
vides an ideal solution for developing and sustaining 
unmanned aircraft system operators and crew. 

Other training products for U.S. and international 
defense customers include maintenance trainers, 
electronic warfare trainers, mission systems trainers, 
and air defense trainers. AAI also performs modifica
tions and upgrades to existing systems, and provides 
logistics support services for installed systems. 



In supporting Army Aviation, AAI does more than design and produce its 
world-renowned RQ-7B Shadow® Tactical Unmanned Aircraft Systems. 

We also deliver significant life cycle achievements through products and 

services that support countless Army platforms, systems, and warfighters. A~AI(!) 
For instance, we invest innovation and imagination into advanced 

I 

systems design. We craft training programs that instill operational ......./ 
skills. We develop test systems that convey combat confidence ~ 
for air crews. And we provide logistics support that enhances system TEXTR.ON Systems 

INNOVATION THAT WORKS.'" readiness and reduces cost of ownership. 
Staying above the best! It's a life cycle achievement. 

AAI and ESL Defence, our U.K.-based subsidiary, 
have considerable heritage in developing and produc
ing electronic warfare test and alignment equipment for 
U.S. Army and allied military rotor-wing and fixed-wing 
aircraft. 

Our ABE® common boresight system aligns the 
AH-64D Apache Longbow, providing sensor and 
weapon system accuracy through gyro-stabilized, 
electro-optical alignment that significantly increases 
accuracy and repeatability, reduces maintenance time, 
and lowers operating costs. 

AAI's Services unit supports Army Aviation with an 
award-winning performance based contractor logistics 
program for RQ-7B Shadow Tactical Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems. This includes the deployment to Iraq and 
Afghanistan of skilled AAI field service reps who work 
shoulder-to-shoulder with military aircraft maintenance 
personnel. 

Moreover, AAI Services delivers a full portfolio of 
support to Department of Defense aviation depots and 
air logistics centers, optimizing maintenance processes, 
sustainment, parts availability, and training while mini
mizing customer costs. 



SPECIAL FOCUS 

INDUSTRY PARTNERS 

General Dvnamics 
Supports the Armv Aviation Communitv 

By Jenny Cavnar, Fran Jacques and Laurie VanBrocklin 

Since the company's founding in 
1952, General Dynamics has 
designed, engineered and manu

factured products to help protect 
American warfighters and defeat 
enemy threats. 

Today, General Dynamics C4 Sys
tems, General Dynamics Atmament 
and Technical Products and General 
Dynamics Ordnance and Tactical 
Systems all provide mission-critical 
technologies and products that, in pat1ic
ular, help safeguat'd U.S. Atmy aviation 
servicemen and women. 

General Dynamics also strives to 
be a good corporate citizen through 
community service. The company's 
employees are involved with many 
charitable organizations, including 
those that benefit Almy veterans. 

Commanding the Skies 
The Hydra-70 rocket system is a 

family of unguided rockets offering 
several warhead configurations that 
enable an aircrew to match the rocket 
to the specific mission. Hydra-70 rock
ets can be mounted on most rotaty and 
fixed-wing platfonns, including the 
Atmy Apache helicopter. In 2008, the 
Atmy awarded GD Armament and 
Technical Products more than $250 
million for the production ofHydra-70 
rocket systems. 

"General Dynamics' Hydra-70 
rockets provide U.S. forces with 
effective firepower that is versatile, 
affordable and has proven extremely 
successful against area suppression
type targets," said Russ Klein, vice 
president and general manager of 
weapon systems for GD Atmament 
and Technical Products. "We have 
produced more than 2 million Hydra-
70 rockets since 1996 in support of 
the At'my's Joint Attack Munition 
Systems Project Office," he said. 

In addition, GD Ordnance and 
Tactical Systems manufacture a major 
component of the Hydra-70 rocket. 

In 2006, the team noted production 
of its 5-millionth fin and nozzle 
assembly for the Hydra-70 rocket. 

General Dynamics C4 Systems has 
been integrating the Tactical Airspace 
Integration System (TAIS) since 
2003. The Atmy's TAIS synchronizes 
airspace command, control and air
traffic services within the Army 
Battle Command System. 

TAIS enables commanders to 
quickly see with advanced 3-D visual
ization and analyze and respond to 
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militmy and commercial air traffic 
operating throughout the battle space. 

The TAIS systems, in operation 
throughout Iraq and Afghanistan, 
recently received a 2008 Secretaty of 
Defense Performance-Based Logistics 
- Component Level Award. 

The award recognizes the effective 
and efficient support and manage
ment of weapon systems, ensuring 
resource availability and sustainabili
ty to meet the ongoing needs of the 
warfighter. 

There are more than 50 TAIS
equipped shelters delivered to the 
U.S. Army Aviation and Missile 
Command at Redstone Arsenal, Ala. 

Providing lightweight Systems and 
Structures in Aircraft 

General Dynamics C4 Systems is 
looking to reduce the weight of Army 
aircraft communication systems, 
while bringing networking capability 
to the pilot. The company is the prime 
contractor for the Joint Tactical Radio 
System Handheld, Manpack and 
Small Form Fit (HMS) program. 

Compatible with existing aviation 
communications systems, the HMS 
radio meets close-combat tactical 
communication requirements on the 
ground, but also is a boon to Army 
aviation. That is because the radio's 
significantly reduced size, weight and 
power needs and modular architecture 
support customization for unique 
onboard requirements. 

HMS also adds critical networking 
capability by bringing secure wide
band communications and situational 

The Tactical Airspace Integration System, shown here, is in operations throughout Iraq and 
Afghanistan providing visualization in four dimensions, allowing users to synchronize air
space command, control and air-traffic services. 

awareness information to the cockpit. 
GD Armament and Technical 

Products produces liners for Boeing 
that are incorporated on the Army's 
CH -4 7 Chinook helicopter. The liners 
are made at the company's facility in 
Lincoln, Neb., and are part of the 
company's overall line of lightweight 
composite structural components, 
which are used for a wide variety of 
aircraft applications. 

The facility also is a legacy pro
ducer of the external fuel tanks for the 
Army's UH-60 helicopter and contin
ues to provide tank components to 
various suppliers. 

Taking Security to the Edge 
General Dynamics C4 Systems is 

working with the Army and other ser-

vices to install next-generation Clypto
graphic and network security tech
nologies for communication networks. 
The effort is part of the National 
Security Agency's Cryptographic 
Modernization Initiative. The idea 
seems simple at first: protect the infor
mation and provide it to the people 
who need it the most. The kind of situ
ational awareness information requir
ing protection includes voice, video, 
data and imagely. 

In "net-centric" warfare, there are 
more and more intelligence systems 
and applications that have to work 
together as well as more and more peo
ple who require access to information. 
Yet both the security levels protecting 
the information and the security clear
ances of the people may be different. 

For example, an Almy pilot may 
need to lmow intelligence information 
available in a data system for which 
he does not have clearance. So an 
analyst must send the critical infor
mation from a highly-secure source to 
the pilot's onboard network using 
high assurance network solutions that 
can work across security domains. 

"The next generation of encryption 
devices and network security tech
nologies is a vast improvement 
allowing users to share mission criti
cal intelligence, even to the edge of 
the battle space," says Bill Ross, 
director of information assurance 
systems and programs. 

The Tactical Airspace Integration System is housed in a rigid-wall shelter mounted on a high 
mobility multipurpose wheeled vehicle and is fully self-contained. 

Being a Good Corporate Cilizen 
While General Dynamics C4 

Systems provides life-saving infor
mation systems and products connect-
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PUT OUR FINANCIAL STRENGTH TO WORK FOR YOU. 

Our Extended Guarantee Savings Annuity is available in 2-, 5- or 10-year 

terms and lets you lock in rates of up to 5.7% with a minimum guaranteed 

rate of 1-3%.** The interest you earn is tax deferred and there's no 

market risk. USAA Life Insurance Company and USAA Life Insurance 

Company of New York remain financially strong, with high ratings from 

A.M. Best, Moody's Investors Service and Standard & Poor's®. So you 

can be sure your money will keep working hard for you. 

~ CALL 8 00.531.6019 TO PURCHASE AN ANNUITY 

U SAA We know what it means to serve~ 

· 'Rate effective 10101/2008; subject to change. The rate shown applies to a IO·year Extended Guarantee Annuity with a balance of $1 million. Extended Guarantee Annuity earns interest at the rate in effect at the time 
of purchase. Rate guaranteed for the period se lected. Afterwards, interest rates may change monthly, but not below the minimum guaranteed Interest rate. The minimum guaranteed interest rate is subject to change 
and may vary by product and state. The minimum guaranteed interest credited to the contract will be 1%-3%. The minimum guaranteed rate is fixed and will not change after the contract is issued. Form AEG37641ST 
05·01 (varies by state); in NY, NEG38001NY 05-01. Call for details on specific policy costs, benefits, limitations and availability In your state, Annuities provided by USAA Life Insurance Company, San Antonio, TX and 
in New York by USAA Life Insurance Company of New York, Highland Falls, NY. Each company has sole financia l responsibi lity for its own products. Company ratings represent an opinion of financial strength and the 
company's ability to meet ongoing obligations to policyholders. 
CD 2008 USAA. 89236'1008 



General Dynamics produces advanced composite structures for a variety of aircraft, includ
ing liners for the Army's fleet of CH-47 Chinook helicopters. 

ing warfighters across the battle 
space, the business unit's employees 
are proudly supporting severely 
injured veterans. 

The money the company would 
ordinarily spend mailing holiday 
greeting cards is being donated to the 
Wounded WalTior Project (WWP). 

ARMY AVIATION 

Customers and business associates 
will receive season's greetings via e
mail and learn about the donation. 

WWP believes veterans are the 
nation's greatest citizens and seeks to 
assist the men and women of the 
aimed forces who have been severely 
injured during the conflicts in Iraq, 
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Afghanistan and other locations 
around the world. 

Giving back to the communities 
in which we live and work is a 
basic belief at General Dynamics 
Armament and Technical Products. 

The company suppOlis "The Honor 
Flight Network," an organization 
that flies American heroes, includ
ing Army aviation veterans, to 
Washington, D.C., to visit memorials. 

General Dynamics Corporation 
and its more than 91,200 employees 
worldwide are proud to manufacture 
products that protect U.S. servicemen 
and women. 

More information about the com
pany is available at wyvw.generaldy-
namics. com. 
------ .: .. :. ------

Jenny Cavnar is a senior external 
communications specialist at General 
Dynamics Armament and Technical 
Products in Charlotte, N c.; Fran 
Jacques is the public affairs manager 
at GD C4 Systems in Scottsdale, 
Ariz. ; and Laurie VanBrocklin is the 
senior director of marketing commu
nications and services at GD 
Ordnance and Tactical Systems in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 
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From 
By Jan Smith with COL (Ret.) Robin Cofer 

TheAAAA 2007 Small Business of 
the Year, System Studies and 
Simulation, (S3) Inc., is a woman

owned small business that contributes 
significantly to the readiness of Atmy 
aviation units and Soldiers. From its 
headquatiers in Huntsville, Ala., and 
working from 35 field locations 
around the world, S3's 350 person 
workforce provides critical operational 
and logistical suppOli to Atmy avia
tion's role in the war on terrorism. 

Our company's highly experi
enced, dedicated professionals work 
side-by-side with govemment person
nel to support multiple Almy aviation 
organizations ranging from strategic 
and operational, to transfOlmational 
planning in the Pentagon and major 
commands, and to tactical unit sup
port operations in combat. 

The few examples described herein 
typify S3's many contributions to 
At'my aviation's far-ranging success. 

Aviation Programs Support 
S3 provides critical suppOli to the 

Program Director for Aviation Surviv
ability Equipment and the Program 
Manager for Infrared Countelmeasures 
to equip Atmy aircraft with the com-
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mon missile waming system (CMWS). 
In addition to providing program 

acquisition management support at 
the Program Management Office at 
Redstone At'senal, S3 provides require
ments analysis, planning, schedules 
and coordination of CMWS fielding 
for units deploying to combat. 

S3's actions in support of the 
At'my's Apache helicopter fleet vaty 
from strategic level planning to tech
nical support, from maintenance 
training to maintaining the fleet. 

S3 employees coordinate sh'ategic sea 
and airlift assets, travel worldwide to 
help units prepare their aircraft for move
ment, and conduct hands-on training for 
soldiers in using specialized equipment 
such as Apache blade-fold kits. 

S3 personnel provide teclmical 
assistance to the Apache Program 
Management Office for theAH-64 "A" 
to "D" model aircraft conversion pro
gram and helps prepare crash and bat
tle-damaged aircraft for depot repair. 

Contributions also include manag
ing ailworthy aircraft components to 
keep operational readiness rates high. 

S3's technical experts provide mili
taty occupational skills training to 
Soldiers preparing to take over aircraft 
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ePentauon 
maintenance duties and pilots to con
duct aircraft maintenance test flights 
and systems operational checks. This 
training results in improved aircraft 
readiness rates by increasing the num
ber of qualified maintainers and sup
pOli personnel in the field and by 
using velY senior, highly experienced 
retired militaty personnel to perfOlm 
the training, rather than placing this 
burden back on unit personnel. 

S3 accomplishes this suppOli with 
pelmanently assigned contract staff at 
several installations and with a 
mobile assistance and training team 
specifically authorized by the Army 
G-3 to provide support to deploying 
combat aviation brigades. This train
ing involves all components of the 
At'my - active and reserve - as well 
as the aircrew members and maintain
ers from several allied nations 
equipped with the AH-64D Apache. 

Strategic Support 
In addition to hands-on work at the 

unit and field level, S3 personnel 
work side-by-side with their At'my 
counterpatis in the active and reserve 
components with the U.S. Army 
Forces Command headquarters and 
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the AlnlY Staff in Washington, D.C. 
The collaborative effOlt of militmy 

and contractor persOlmel helps ensure 
that deploying aviation units are 
trained, equipped and staffed to conduct 
immediate operations upon arrival at 
their designated area of responsibility. 

These employees provide critical 
analysis, timely input and necessmy 
coordination for the Army's leader
ship to help sustain and improve avi
ation capabilities. 

Training Support 
From the institutional level at mil i

tmy schools, all the way to the combat 
zones, S3 supports Army aviation 
training in many ways. S3 trainers 
provide aircraft qualification and 
additional skill identifier training for 
Soldiers preparing to maintain the 
UH-60, AH-64 and CH-47 heli
copters. S3 has trained thousands of 
Soldiers who are preparing for, cur
rently operating in, or recently 
retumed from combat operations. 

S3 's aviation simulation support 
for the AH-64D involves providing 
Longbow Crew Trainer instlUctor and 
operators (I/O) for both inside the 
continental United States (CONUS) 

-CONUS Installation Aviation Support 

and outside CONUS areas for the 
Program Manager Apache Office. 

S3 cunently provides I/O SUppOlt 
to Apache units in Afghanistan, Iraq 
and Germany. Stateside 110 support 
includes FOlt Campbell and Fort Knox 
in Kentucky; Fort Stewart, Ga.; FOlt 
Hood, Texas and Monisville, N.C. 

lnsh'uctor/operators, embedded with 
the suppOlted unit 's standardization 
section, have developed and executed 
training that has included evolving 
tactics, techniques and procedures 
such as: air assault and close combat 
attack, high value targets operations, 
cordon and search missions, special 
operations force inseltions, convoy 
escOlt, improvised explosive device 
ground attacks, and missions requir
ing attack helicopter and unmanned 
aircraft systems integration. 

These missions have stimulated 
changes in standing operating proce
dures for both air and ground units. 

Saving Lives 
S3 contributes directly to risk miti

gation, a key element of force protec
tion, by providing medical evacuation 
(MEDEVAC) services to the Army. 

S3 's operations allow the Anny's 

-Advanced & Legacy Aircraft Training & Operations 
(CH-47F, AH-64D, UH-60L, UH-IH) 

-Staff & Operational Augmentation 
- U.S. Army & Foreign Military Sales Flight Training 
-Aviation Maintenance Management & Operations 
-Simulator nno'r:I~i"n~ 

53 operates globally, working with the U.S. 
from the Pentagon to the cockpit. Learn more 
about our many other aviation activities at: 

www.s3inc.com 
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Retired CW4 Jeff Morris, an 83 instructor, 
conducts a preflight inspection on an AH·64 
Apache prior to a maintenance test flight at 
Marana, Arizona. 

tactical MEDEVAC assets to deploy 
in SUppOlt of combat operations with
out leaving Soldiers at CONUS instal
lations at risk. S3 provides equipment 
and personnel around the clock to 
conduct aerial MEDEVAC and search 
and rescue operations. In 2007, S3 's 
MEDEVAC operation dedicated to 
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S3 Inc. provides training for many foreign military sales customers. Here, retired CW4 Phillip 
Miville observes Singapore Air Force personnel loading 2.75-inch rockets during a live-fire 
gunnery exercise in Arizona. Operation Peace Vanguard provides training support to the 
Republic of Singapore. 

Fort Hood saved the lives, limbs and 
eyesight of several Soldiers - another 
direct and especially critical conh'ibu
tion to unit readiness. 

TOlal Armv Approach 
Since 9-11, our nation has relied 

more on aviation elements of the 
reserve component, patiicularly the 
Army National Guard, for combat 
power than ever before. Reserve com
ponent organizations have perfOlmed 
beyond our most elevated expectations. 

Thy S3 team at the Army NG 
Readiness Center in Arlington, Va., 
provides strategic planning, force 

S3 Inc. provides medical evacuation and fire 
fighting aircraft and crews to military instal
lations. Here, an S3 MEDEVAC crew uses a 
hoist to save Soldiers stranded on Bradley 
fighting vehicles during a flash flood 
sweeping through the training area at Fort 
Hood, Texas. 
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stmcture solutions, program manage
ment, training analysis and logistics 
sustainment. 

A few examples of S3 's contributions 
to supporting our citizen-Soldiers are: 

EAATS 
The Eastern Army NG Aviation 
Training Site at Fort Indiantown Gap, 
Pa., S3 provides: 
• Augmentation for flight and main
tenance training. 
• Pilot training in the UH-60, UH-l, 
UH-n, CH-47 and AH-64 flight sim
ulators. 
• Flight and academic instmction for 
the CH-47 aircraft qualification 
course (AQC) and the instmctor pilot 
course (IPC) in the actual aircraft. 
• Academic instmction for UH-l 
AQC, UH-l IPC and the UH-I main
tenance test pilot course (MTP). 
• Enhy and advanced level mainte
nance training for the UH-60 and CH-
47 aircraft and teaches noncommis
sioned officer (NCO) professional 
development courses for maintenance 
supervisors. 

FWAATS 
The Fixed Wing AImy NG Aviation 
Training Site in Bridgeport, W.Va.; 
here S3 provides: 
• Augmentation to flight training. 
• Pilot training in the C-23 and C-12 
AQC, IPC and instmment examiner 
(IE) courses. 

WAATS 
The WestemAImy NG Aviation Training 
Site in Marana, Ariz.; here S3 has: 
• Trained over 400 active and 
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reserve component students in the 
past five and a half years in the AH-
64A AQC, IPC, and MTP courses. 
• Flew 1,636 AH-64A IP hours in 
2007 for WAATS programs, training 
45 students and conducting 17 live
fire gunnety events. 
• Assisted in the readiness level pro
gression of reserve componentAH-64 
pilots in preparation for deployments 
to operations Iraqi Freedom and 
Enduring Freedom. 
• Conducted an average of 180 test 
flights each year and performed 
countless ground maintenance opera
tional checks on fleet aircraft. 
• Trained pilots and maintainers of 
the Republic of Singapore Air Force 
AH-64D Squadron under Operation 
Peace Vanguard. 

Giving Back 
S3 makes an investment back into the 

aviation community in various ways. S3 
sponsors mUltiple college scholarships 
throughAAAA. For the militmy family, 
we sponsor children to attend NASA's 
Space and Aviation Challenge Camp in 
Huntsville, Ala., which has enlightened 
children to the interesting and challeng
ing world of science, technology and 
flight. S3 is a proud employer of our 
Wounded Waniors. S3 employees serve 
on multiple local chapter boards of a 
variety of professional organizations 
across the countly. 

Recently, the Huntsville-Madison 
County Chamber of Commerce hon
ored S3 by selecting our company as 
the recipient of their 2008 Small 
Business Category - Technical 
Services Company of the Year Award. 

S3 has consistently made critical 
contributions to aviation readiness 
and established a professional pres
ence throughout the aviation commu
nity commensurate with companies 
many times our size. 

"From the Cockpit to the 
Pentagon" is a slogan that motivates 
our employees and reminds us how 
fOlillnate we are for the opportunity to 
be a part of the AI"my Aviation Team. 

Ms. Jan Smith is the president and 
chief executive officer of System 
Studies and Simulation, Inc., a techni
cal services company of 375 employ
ees based in Huntsville, Ala. Retired 
COL Robin Cofer is S3 s program 
manager for Apache Support at 
Redstone Arsenal, Ala. 
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~m~ VT Miltope 
~m~ A company of VT Systems 

NEVER FLAGGED FOR NTERFERENCE 
A Case for Rugged ... The 1fT Miltope TSC-750M - on a flight line or in a hangar, is qualified to operate with surrounding equipment without interference. 
The TSC-750M successfully tested to MIL-STD-461 E for electromagnetic interference/compatibility (EMI/EMC) for radiated and conducted emissions and 
susceptibility, MIL-STD-464A for electrostatic discharge (ESD), and MIL-STD-2169B for high altitude electromagnetic pulse (HEMP), Equipped with the enhanced 
MILBRITE ELG low-power 14.1 ' display, the TSC is readable in low or very bright light. What's more, the 3D video dramatically enhances all aspects of the visual 
experience in every application. TSC-750M is the most versatile rugged-militarized laptop computer available today. Featuring Intel~ Centrino~ Mobile Technology 
equipped with up to 2 GB of RAM, it can support the mission in any environment. With two internal hot swappable DR-36 batteries you have unlimited autonomous 
operation. A truly rugged machine that's battle tested and approved. 



SPECIAL FOCUS 

INDUSTRY PARTNERS 

Pelican Products Manufactures 
Transport Cases and lighting Systems to 
Meet Armv Aviation Needs 
By Loren Simpson 

Pelican Products, Inc., of Torrance, 
Calif. , is the global leader in the 
design and manufacture of 

advanced lighting systems and Viliu
ally indestructible cases for protecting 
valuable equipment. 

Standing behind their products for 
30 years with a legendary lifetime 
guarantee: "you break it, we replace 
it. .. forever," the company has met 
military specifications (MIL-SPEC) 
since 1985 and is a prime vendor to 
the U.S. military. 

When a Soldier deploys with a 
Pelican case or flashlight, he does it 
with an incredible warranty and the 

Noisy 

Combustible 

Hazardous trip cords 

Noxious fumes 

Flammable 

Heavy weight 

High fuel cost 

High maintenance cost 

Explosive 

High storage cost 
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stringent quality controls of the 
General Services Administration, the 
Defense Logistics Agency, and the 
Army and Air Force Exchange 
Service programs. 

In addition to those elite standards, 
Pelican products are certified ISO 
9001:2000 by the International 
Organization for Standardization, an 
international network of quality stan
dards in 148 countries across the globe. 

Pelican's General Aviation Mechanics Tool 
Kit case is tough, mobile and combat ready 

to protect maintenance tools. 
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When it's time to purchase, Pelican 
sales and support staff offer respon
sive and personal service and their 
goal is to make the customer's expe
rience the best one possible. 

Their sales staff also serves as a 
valuable asset in the company's prod
uct development process by listening 
to customer feedback and providing 
guidance to the engineering depart
ment so they can refine and engineer 
new and useful products. 

The Toughest Products Around 
Pelican products were created with 

protection in mind. 
Virtually indestructible, the com

pany's vast array of cases and lighting 
systems are rugged and reliable. 

Watertight and crush resistant case 
construction ensures that even the 
most precious cargo stays protected, 
and their innovative flashlight 
designs guarantee you're ready to go, 
whether it's on the worksite or the 
front line. 

Protector Cases 
Out of a hovering helicopter or out 

the back of an air-drop, Pelican 
Protector Cases have been at the fore-
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front of militmy operations for more 
than 30 years. 

Protector cases feature a fully 
stackable, trademarked "dual band" 
design and an open cell-core wall 
construction that helps protect sensi
tive equipment from some of the 
harshest conditions on Earth. 

With more than 38 case sizes to 
choose from, Pelican's largest model 
offers more than 16,000 cubic inches 
of possible storage space. 

To ensure easy and immediate 
access, most cases feature double
throw latches that have been tested to 
a failure threshold of nearly 400 
pounds, but open with a light pull. 

Stainless steel reinforced padlock 
protector holes are also featured for 
added security. 

Additional standard features include 
a lid equipped with a polymel' o-ring 
for a dust and waterproof seal, and 
an automatic pressure equalization 
valve that stops moisture from 
entering the case and prevents vacu
um-lock so the case easily opens at 
any altitude. 

General Aviation Mechanics Tool Kit 
Always working to bring innova-

tive, useful products to market, 
Pelican met the challenge put f0l1h by 
the Army to build a combat-ready 
tool case by coming up with the 
General Aviation Mechanics Tool Kit, 
or GAMTK, that meets stringent 
Berry Amendment "Made in the 
USA" requirements. 

This marks the company's first
ever, dedicated mobile tool case solu
tion, built from the ground up to 
secure, organize and make the tools 
virtually impervious to impact, heat, 
cold and moisture. 

The Army put forth a demanding 
spec requiring that the case must sur
vive rough handling and transp0l1 in 
extreme envil'onments, as well as 
organize parts uniformly with re-con
figurable drawers that keep the tools 
secure, even after the case has been 
tumed upside down while closed. 

It can hold over 150 pounds of 
tools. Case drawers are also engi
neered to allow multiple configura
tions for versatile organization. 
Additionally, the case and its contents 
must withstand an extensive battelY 
of MIL-SPEC performance tests . 

Requirements include impact tests 
under temperature extremes, water 

9470 
RELEASE 
FOURTH 
QUARTER 
2008 

Take the hassle out of lighting remote work spaces. 
The new Remote Area Lighting Systems(RALS) offer 

lighting solutions for all your work needs. 

= • Breakthrough LED technology coupled with a 
12v rechargeable, sealed battery provides silent 

dependable light anywhere it's needed. 

EARlY AVENUL TURRANCL CA 90505.866.291.8301 (lUll mEE) 
TEL 310.326.4100 - FAX 310.326.3311- WWW.PELlCAN.COM/AA 
18 regIsIsred IlII11!',11m1IJademarb oIl'8Ik:an I'I1IOOt1!. kIc. and_ 
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A combined 96 light 
emitting diodes 
allow the portable 
and rechargeable 
Pelican 9470 remote 
area lighting system 
to shine 8,000 
lumens of radiant 
light for 7 hours. 

With two light heads 
and two adjustable 
light towers, Pelican's 
portable 9460 remote 
area lighting system 
shines a combined 
4,000 lumens of light 
for 7 hours. 

resistance test when fully submerged, 
and a dust penetration test. 

Advanced lighting Systems 
Whether Pelican flashlights are 

marking an injured airman's position 
or lighting the way for maintenance 
technicians in a dark hangar, Pelican 
Products has a long tradition of man
ufacturing tough, dependable and 
light tactical flashlights for profes
sionals who work in harsh situations 
and demand quality. 

Constructed of the toughest engi
neering-grade polymers and alloys 
known to man, their flashlights fea
ture lamps Xenon, Halogen and 
light emitting diodes - that are 
among the most intense on the mar
ket. 

Remote Area lighting Systems 
Pelican has been on the cutting 
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The Pelican 9430 remote area lighting system 
is a compact portable light that provides 
2,000 lumens for 7 hours. 

edge for years with their tactical 
flashlights, but their latest innova
tions have focused on the remote area 
lighting system (RALS) arena. 

Their latest lighting systems can 
provide dependable, powerful and 
portable light to maintenance bays or 
bases in the middle of nowhere by 
harnessing the efficiency and 
dependability of light emitting diode 
(LED) technology. 

More importantly, these systems 
provide convenient and ecologically 
responsible alternatives to wasteful 
generator powered lights. Pelican's 
area lighting trend started with their 
popular 9450B Remote Area 
Lighting System, but now three new 
models have been added to the line to 
meet just about any mobile area light
ing need. 

The new models include the 9430, 
9460 and 9470 RALS. 

9430 RAlS 
At 22 pounds, the 9430's 24 next

generation LEDs and dual power 
mode (with water-proof switch) radi
ates 2,000 lumens in high and 1,000 
lumens in low mode, to make it the 
most convenient model to transport 
in and out of tight spaces. Powered 
by a rechargeable 15 hour battery, the 
9430 offers up to 8 hours of peak 
brightness and takes 7 hours to be 
fully charged. 

With an extremely durable, water
resistant, polymer construction, the 
9430 is available in black and yellow. 

9460 RAlS 
Built with versatility in mind, the 

9460 RALS features two swiveling 
telescope masts, which extend to 
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nearly 6 feet, and two 360-degree 
articulated light alTays. 

The system's combined 48 next
generation LEDs and dual power 
modes (with 2 water-proof switches) 
combine to radiate 4,000 lumens in 
high and 2,000 in low. Powered by a 
rechargeable battery, the system 
offers up to 7 hours of peak bright
ness or 14 hours in low power mode. 

Self-contained in a tough 1510 
Cany-On Case, the 9460 is engi
neered to take as little space as possi
ble and provide easy ground trans
port with a pull handle and stainless 
steel ball-bearing, polyurethane 
wheels. 

Built with versatility in mind, the 
system features a swiveling telescope 
mast (extends to nearly 3 feet), a 360 
degree articulated light atTay, and a 
wide area handle for easy gloved grip 
and transport. 

9410RAlS 
For large area illumination, 

Pelican has created the 9470 RALS 
which features four fully-articulated, 
24 LED heads (96 total) mounted on 
four 6-foot, telescoping light towers. 

The heads which sport dual 
brightness settings - are powered by 
a 12-volt, sealed, rechargeable bat
tery and combine for an 8,000 
lumens output on high power for 7 
hours and 4,000 lumens for 14 hours 
at low power. 

Self-contained in the durable 1610 
Transport Case, the 9470 RALS fea
tures a pull handle and transit-friend
ly stainless steel ball bearing, 
polyurethane wheels. 

Stringent product testing and qual
ity control throughout the develop
ment and manufacturing process is 
the company's promise, ensuring that 
each and every product exceeds the 
expectations and needs of our brave 
men and women in Army aviation. 

To see the latest innovations visit 
www.pelican.com/military. 

------ .: .. :. ------

Retired CSM Loren Simpson is the 
managing director of the Government 
and Militmy Sales Division of 
Pelican Products, Inc., Torrance, 
Calif. She is a 20 year veteran of the 
u.s. Army. 
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Hontek 
Coatings 
Revolutionize 
Field Repairs 
By Shek C. Hong and 
LTC (Ret.) Peter H. Smart 

The challenge to all helicopters 
operating in the Middle East and 
in desert environments around 

the world has been the severe and 
expensive damage caused by sand 
and debris erosion to rotor blades. 

The Hontek Corporation of South 
Windsor, Conn., was founded in 1992 
following Operation Desert Storm to 
research and analyze this problem, and 
then develop erosion protection mate
rials for use on helicopter rotor blades. 

In 2008, Hontek joined the AImy 
aviation community when the Utility 
Helicopters Project Manager's Office 
(UHPMO) decided to coat the new 
UH-60M model Black Hawk main 
rotor blades with Hontek's HC05XPI 
heat conductive, de-icing capable, 
sprayable coatings. 

Hontek HC05XPI is easily 
repairable on wing at the field level 
and the aircraft has no operational 
limitations, to include flight in rain 
and icing conditions. 

One of the major improvements for 
the flight line maintainer using 
Hontek's coating is the initial Hontek 
process is completed at the depot or 
original equipment manufacturer's 
level , significantly reducing the 
amount of touch labor involved with 
installation by field maintainers. 

The receiving unit is only required 
to remove the main rotor blade from 
the shipping container, install it on the 
aircraft, and run a "track and balance" 
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During the Yuma desert training in December 2005, Hontek coated blades were repaired on 
, the aircraft, without power tools, by Virginia Army National Guard Soldiers. 

check. Subsequent recUtTing mainte
nance for spot repairs is minimal and 
this process allows aircraft crew 
chiefs and maintainers to use their 
time more efficiently. 

To date, approximately 400 UH-60 
main rotor blades have been coated 
for the AI'my, including 160 "M" 
model main rotor blades. 

The coated blades are being used 
on the first unit equipped UH-60M 
models as well as on legacy Black 
Hawk models. The units receiving 
these coated main rotor blades 
include the 101st Airbome Division, 
the Califomia and Colorado Army 
National Guard, and others. 

The fast paced development taking 
place in 2008 is a continuation of the 
current four-year journey of the 
HC05XPI coating systems for Anny 
helicopter platforms. 

Iraq field Trials 
Following a year long trade study 

conducted by Sikorsky Aircraft, 
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Andrew Ksepka, second from right, was part 
of the hard·driving force to bring the coated 
blades to the troops. Here, Ksepka, meets 
with the Hong family, Jeff, Shek and Joanne, 
during the 2007 AAAA Convention. 

under contract with the Almy, Hontek 
HC05XP 1 coating systems were 
selected by Sikorsky and the Army 
for use on UH-60A and L models. 

The Hontek-coated main and tail 
rotor blades were field-tested in the 
deseli at Yuma, Ariz. in December 
2005 by the Virginia ARNG, who then 
conducted additional testing when 
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This past May 1, Hontek coated blades were flown in snow and icing in Denver on a UH·60A 
Black Hawk #23445 from the Colorado Army National Guard. 

deployed in Iraq between February 
2006 to February 2007. 

In April 2007, the UHPMO, 
Sikorsky and Hontek met with 
Virginia Guard officials in Richmond 
to review their year-long experience. 

The Guard reported the following 
results: 

a. Among the 20 UH-60s with the 
Guard unit, the two aircraft with 
Hontek-coated blades flew 763- and 
684-hours respectively with no main 
or tail rotor blade replacements 
required during the one year opera
tion. The blades were determined 
flight worthy upon inspection at 
Sikorsky after the deployment. 

b. By comparison, the 18 other 
Guard aircraft that used tape or flew 
without any protection required 44 
replacements during the same deploy
ment, including 22 main rotor and 12 
tail rotor blade replacements, and 10 
tip-cap replacements. Those aircraft 
were out of service an average of 3 to 
5 days per replacement. 

c. Hontek-coated blades required a 
minor topcoat repair after 40 flight 
hours and a "primer-basecoat-top
coat" repair every 120 hours. 

d. The topcoat touch-up repair took 
less than 3 hours and could be flown 
immediately if required. The "primer
basecoat-topcoat" full repair takes 
less than 12 hours, including applica
tion and cure time. 

e. After one year of operation and 
occasional repairs, there was no need 
to track and balance the coated blades. 

f. Repairs can be done on the air
craft in the field and can be flown 
immediately in an emergency situa
tion, without impacting flight safety. 

After the review, the UHPMO con-

ARMY AVIATION 

cluded that Hontek-coated blades 
demonstrated the potential for unlimit
ed blade life against erosion if the blade 
coatings are properly maintained. 

Water and De-Icing Tests 
In April 2008, Hontek-coated 

blades were further tested on UH-60A 
aircraft for water erosion and de-icing 
capabilities by the Colorado ARNG in 
Denver. The aircraft flew in snow 
and, as expected, the de-icing system 
was functional. 

As of Oct. 31, the CO-ARNG had 
conducted over l35 hours of opera
tions in mixed environments of sand, 
rain and snow, including VFR and IFR 
trainings, as well as numerous land
ings at dusty sites. According to an 
ARNG maintenance officer, the 
Hontek-coated blades held up to the 
abuse well. The officer said even if 
they get damaged, " ... the damage is 
minor in nature and it is still nothing 
more than a shoti repair away from 
pristine condition." 

There have been no major issues. 

UH-60M Wide Chord Blades 
In May 2008, one set of Hontek

coated rotor blades were installed by 
the WIst Abn. Div. on a UH-60M 
helo (#052) as pati of the program to 
qualify the coatings on the wide chord 
blade. These blades were deployed 
twice to the National Training Center 
at Foti Irwin, Calif., for a total of 195 
flight hours (72 hours at home station 
and 123 at the NTC). 

The aircraft participated in envi
ronmental, gunnery and force-on
force training. The aircraft landed 
repeatedly in the worst environments 
of the NTC with dust, sand, rocks and 
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debris. During the dust landing train
ing, the aircraft conducted as many as 
50 landings a day training the crews. 

According to the rep otis fi-om the 
unit, the Hontek-coated blades per
formed exceptionally well and aircraft 
052 was the only helo in the fleet that 
did not require blade repairs. The other 
UH-60M aircraft required repairs to the 
erosion protection system they used. 

The damage to the Hontek-coated 
blades was minor in nature. In the words 
ofthe airframe repaitmen, "compared to 
the altemate method, the Hontek-coated 
blades pelfotmed 10 titnes better." 

The experiences at NTC also con
firmed that the coated blades and the 
repair procedures have the following 
attractive features : easier to apply, 

After the May 1 flight in snow by Black 
Hawk #23445 in Denver, Sikorsky reps Greg 
Monahan and Tom O'Connor, CW4 Jeffrey 
Girouard, Jim Metzger with UHPMO, and 
SSG Marc R. Belo commemorate the event 
with a photo with Shek Hong in front of the 
aircraft. 

does not require special tools, does 
not require blade removal, still has 
blade de-ice capability, can operate in 
the rain, and has minimal impact on 
performance planning as compared to 
other protection methods. 

After the extensive desert testing, 
the UHPMO Modifications Office 
made the following conclusions about 
Hontek-coated blades: 

a. Unprotected blades and blades 
using other types of erosion protec
tion in desert environments experi
enced significant surface damage in 
less than 20 flight hours. Blades using 
other types of erosion protection 
required frequent maintenance and 
caused loss of aircraft availability . . 

b. Hontek-coated rotor blades per
formed in the same manner as demon
strated by previous A & L model air
craft tests in Iraq. Limited and minor 
erosion damage was minimized. 
Maintenance and coating repair 
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After flying 763 flight hours in Iraq with 
minor damage, a UH-60 main rotor blade 
with the Hontek coating is used in a repair 
training demonstration at Fort Campbell, 
Ky. Shown here, a Soldier completes a 
"primer-basecoat-topcoat" repair over a 
masked outboard area. 

efforts were significantly reduced 
compared to other erosion protection 
methods . The Hontek coating con
tributes to improved blade life, 
increased aircraft availability, and 
reduces maintenance requirements. 
Hontek coatings when properly main
tained will significantly increase the 
amount of time on-wing thereby 
extending the blades, useful life when 
operating in harsh environments. 

Dedicated Joint fOorts 
The inh'oduction ofHontek coatings 

to UH-60 helicopters is a joint effort of 
the Army Aviation and Missile 
Command, the Utility Helicopter 
Project Manager's Office, Sikorsky 
Aircraft Corp. , Kaman Aerospace and 
the Hontek Corp. Many people have 
labored through very long hours over 
the past four years to bring this new 
technology to the field . 

MG James H. Pillsbury, then 
AMCOM's commanding general, 
saw the values of this new technology 
and was instrumental in providing 
funding support for the field trials. 

Andrew Ksepka, the assistant pro
ject manager for Modifications, and 
his team of LTC Peter Smati, LTC 
David Bristol, Chris Cousins, Dave 
Stone, Marshall Young and James 
Metzger worked with determination 
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MG James Pillsbury inspects blade coat
ings with Shek Hong on a main rotor blade 
during the 2007 AAAA Convention. 

and commitment to bring this technol
ogy to our fighting forces in the field . 

Tom O'Connor, Sikorsky's Black 
Hawk Project Manager, and his team 
of Greg Monahan, Jack Kopchik and 
Glenn Duhaime have devoted the past 
four years to working closely with the 
UHPMO on this project. 

Kaman Aerospace has invested in 
an expanded spray-booth facility to 
meet the increased demands for coat
ed blades . 

There are many more hidden 
heroes behind the scene. Due to their 
superb efforts, the introduction of this 
new coating technology is now avail
able to the field. 

Supporting Warlighters 
Hontek's new coating system has 

revolutionized the way rotor blades 
are protected and repaired in the field, 
enabling America's warfighters to 
focus their attention on tactical opera
tions and has significantly reduced 
maintenance related down time. 

Hontek coating demonstrates the 
ability to significantly increase the time 
on-wing when operating in a sandy 
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On May 12, UH-60M Black Hawk #052 flew 
with Hontek-coated main blades for the first 
time. On hand for the flight were many rep
resentatives from Sikorsky, the Utility 
Helicopter Project Manager's Office; Co. D, 
4th Bn., 101st Avn. Reg!.; the Army's 
Aviation and Missile Command, and Hontek. 

environment with minimal mainte
nance provided at the field level. 

During the field repair training ses
sions we observed a great deal of 
enthusiasm from the Soldiers due to 
the ease of aviation unit maintenance 
level repair. Knowing that we have 
provided a new way of reducing the 
chores of flying and seeing the excite
ment among the warfighters has been 
the most rewarding experience in the 
four-year long journey. 

To support the warfighters, COL L. 
Neil Thurgood, the project manager 
for Utility Helicopters, announced to 
the attendees of the 2008 Black Hawk 
Users Conference that putting Hontek 
coatings on UH-60 helicopters would 
be a pliority for the coming year. 

OIher Applications 
Due to its exceptional performance 

against sand, rain, stone and gravel 
impact damages, Hontek HC05XPI is 
being qualified for use on the Navy 's 
H-53 heavy lift helicopter. HC07XPI, 
a variant of HC05XP I, is being qual
ified on the Marine Corps' V-22 air
craft. A flight demonstration is also 
being planned for the AH-64 Apache 
helicopter. 
------ .: .. :. - --- - -

Shek C. Hong is a polymer chemist and 
the president of Hontek CO/poration, 
South WindsO/; Conn. Retired LTC 
Peter Smart was an assistant project 
manager for systems integration with 
the Utility Helicopter Project Office 
during the field integration phase of the 
Hontek erosion coating project. 
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CMC Electronics Inc. 
CMC Electronics is a leading provider of integrat
ed cockpit technologies and Avionics Solutions -
Equipment Systems - Nav/Comm Control, FMS, 
Portable Mission Planning, EVS, Satcom, GPS 
Receivers and Human Factors Engineering. 

Marketing & Sales: Chuck Praeger 
charles.praeger@cmcelectronics.us 
C: (630) 466-4343 
84 N Dugan POB 250 
Sugar Grove IL 60554-0250 

Marketing & Sales: John Sparks 
jksparks@aol.com 
C: (910) 398-1371 
84 N. Dugan Road 
Sugar Grove IL 60554 

Corporate Addresses: 
CMC Electronics Esterline (Ottawa) 
C: (613) 592-6500 
415 Legget Drive 
Ottawa ON Canada K2K 2B2 

CMC Electronics Esterline (Montreal) 
C: (514) 748-3148 
600 Dr Frederik Philips Blvd 
Montreal OB Canada H4M 2S9 

Commuter Air Technology, Inc. 
www.commuterair.com 

Commuter Air Tecnology, (CAT) and its Special 
Mission Systems division are global.leaders in 
the development, integration and follow-on sup
port for airborne ISR platforms. 

President & CEO: 
Darryl Wilkerson 
darryl.wilkerson@ 
commuterair.com 
C: (405) 694-4755 x2040 
2701 Uberty Parkway 
Midwest City OK 73110 

,.....---..., Director, Government & 
International Programs: 
John Bryan 
john.bryan@commuterair.com 
C: (405) 694-4755 x2041 
2701 Uberty Parkway 
Midwest City OK 73110 

Comtech Mobile Datacom Corporation 
http://www.comtechmobile.com 

1I"0000000CH MOBILE DATACOM 
'IIII_iiiilllII_iIWI"'_lWr.,,,, COR P 0 RAT ION 

Secure, satellite-enhanced mobile tracking, 
messaging solutions, network service. Provide 
Blue Force Tracking solution including network, 
transceiver, waveform. Technology integrates 
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Air/Ground Situational Awareness, Strengthens 
Battlefield Management. 

SVP, Sales & Marketing: Bill Vaughan 
bill.vaughan@comtechmobile.com 
C: (240) 686-2123 
20430 Century Boulevard 
Germantown MD 20874 

Director, Government Business 
Development: Chris Kinman 
chris.kinman@comtechmobile .com 
C: (240) 686-2113 
20430 Century Boulevard 
Germantown MD 20874 

FUR Government Systems 
www.flir.com 
FUR Systems is a world leader in the design 
and manufacture of thermal imaging and stabi
lized camera systems. 

Director, Army Programs: Greg King 
greg.king@flir.com 
C: (703) 473-9361 
2345 Crystal Drive, Suite 300 
Arlington VA 22202 

Director, Army Aviation Programs: 
Garry Bass 
garry.bass@flir.com 
C: (256) 520-3547 
675 Discovery Drive, Suite 103 
Huntsville AL 35806 

Florida Turbine Technologies Inc. 
www.fttinc.com 
FTT is a leading supplier of gas turbine design, 
and developed the world's first miniature two
spool turbofan for highly efficient UAV propulsion. 

Director, Marketing & Business 
Development: Dr. Sue Cunningham 
scunningham@fttinc.com 
C: (561) 427-6331 
1701 Military Trail Ste 110 
Jupiter FL 33458-7887 

Program Manager, Small Engines: 
Dean Johnson 
djohnson@fttinc.com 
C: (561) 427-6332 
1701 Military Trl Ste 110 
Jupiter FL 33458-7887 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems Inc 
www.ga-asLcom 

+ CENERAL ATOMICS 
AERONAUTICAL 

Unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) and tactical 
reconnaissance radars manufacturer. 

Director, U.S. Army Aviation 
Programs, Aircraft Systems 
Group: Don Cattell 
don.cattell@uav.com 
C: (858) 312-3687 
16761 Via Del Campo Ct 
San Diego CA 92127-1713 
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...... ---... Program Manager, Army 
Programs, Reconnaissance 
Systems Group: Peter Wujek 
peter.wujek@ga-asi.com 
C: (858) 964-6926 
13322 Evening Creek Dr N 
San Diego CA 92128 

General Dynamics Armament and Technical 
Products 
www.gd.com 
GDATP is a proven systems integrator of 
defense products for all branches of the U.S. 
Department of Defense. 

682-6870 
1 Crystal Drive, Suite 400 
ngton VA 22202 

Goodrich Corporation 
www.goodrich.com 

~ 

GOODRICH 
Fortune 500 company, global supplier of sys
tems and services to aerospace, defense and 
homeland security markets. 

Corporate Address: 
Four Coliseum Centre 
2730 West Tyvold Road 
Charlotte, NC 28217-4578 

Director, Army Programs: 
Bob Kenneally 
bob.kenneally@goodrich.com 
C: (703) 558-8238 
1100 Wilson Boulevard, Suite 
900 
Arlington VA 22209-2296 

Goodrich Aerostructures 
Aerostructures designs, integrates, manufac
tures, sells and supports aircraft engine nacelle 
systems and components for large commmer
cial aircraft. 

Value Stream Leader, Military Programs: 
John Torelli 
john.torelli@goodrich.com 
C: (619) 691-2107 
850 Lagoon Drive 
Chula Vista CA 91910-2098 
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KIT PEOAVN-890-R 
$4,858.00 
• Engineered to meet or exceed LIN : T65997 

and SC4920-99-B90 

• Approvt d by Boeing an U ~S. Army for Forergn 
Military ~ales 

• Engineered to update biN: W30949 
• New state of the art de~ign 
• Thi~ kit pr~vides the necessary components for 

use by aircraft mechanics 
• Old NSN 5180-00-375-6925 & 

5180-00-323-4692 - Orders with new 
KIT PEOAVN-BO1 
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Goodrich Engine Control Systems, N.A. 
The world's leading independent engine control 
systems supplier. 

Director, Military Programs: 
Dennis S. Powelson 
dennis.powelson@goodrich.com 
C: (860) 523-2207 
1 Charter Oak Boulevard 

Hartford CT 06133-0651 

Goodrich Interiors, Specialty Seating 
Systems 
Goodrich Interiors provides systems, solutions 
and services to customer worldwide, including 
Cargo Systgems, Evacuation Systems, Lighting 
Systems, Propulsion Systems, and Specialty 
Seating Systems. 

Site Leader: Joe Cates 
.cates@goodrich.com 

: (817) 551-1967 
3414 South 5th Street 
Phoenix AZ 85040-1169 

Goodrich ISR Systems 
ISR Systems designs and builds high perfor
mance custom engineered electronics, optics, 
shortwave infrared cameras and arrays, intelli
gence exploitation systems and electro-optical 
products for defense, scientific, and commercial 
applications. 

Director, Land & Airborne 
Systems: 
Phillip J. (PJ) Zeller III 
phillip.zeller@goodrich.com 
C: (203) 797-6363 
5 Omni Way 
Chelmsford MA 01824-4142 

Goodrich Sensors & Integrated Systems 
Air Data Sensors & Systems, Engine Sensors/ 
Sensing Suites, Ice Detection/Protection, 
Mission Data Recorders, Rate Gyros & Inertial 
Sensors, Rescue Hoists, Temperature Sensors, 
Vehicle Health Management Systems, 
Windshield Wiper Systems. 

Manager, U.S. Army, National Guard & 
International Programs: Johnny Wright 
johnny.wright@goodrich.com 
C: (256) 217-2922 
14300 Judicial Road 
Burnsville MN 55306-4898 

Hamilton Sundstrand 
www.hamiltonsundstrand.com 
Hamilton Sundstrand supports Army Aviation 
life-cycle support of flight & engine controls, 
weapons management, ice protection and actu
ation systems. 
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.----=---.Sikorsky Business 
I M~In;II'IH·. Peter Cellucci 

·@hs.utc.com 
654-4270 

I Rd MS 1-3-A4 
ndsor Locks CT 06096 

Aftermarket Business 
Ray McFall 

mf'T"'Jlr'Jn .ute.com 

Hontek Corporation 
www.rain-sand-erosion.com 
Sand & rain erosion resistant coatings for rotor 
blades - field proven in Iraq. 

President: Shek C. Hong 
shek.hong@hontek.com 
C: (860) 282-1776 
161 South Satellite Road 
South Windsor CT 06074 

Vice President: Joanne T. Hong 
joanne.hong@hontek.com 
C: (860) 282-1776 
161 South Satellite Road 
South Windsor CT 06074 

ITT Corporation 
www.itt.com 
ITT is a leading supplier of sophisticated 
defense solutions. Leveraging more than 60 
years of excellence, we provide communica
tions, sensing and surveillance, space, and 
advanced engineering and integrated services 
for government and commercial customers. 

Domestic Business 
evelopment: Ian Patterson 

ian.patterson@itt.com 
C: (703) 790-6328 
1650 Tysons Blvd,Ste.1700 
McLean VA 22102 

Director, Southeast Region: Errol Farr 
errol.farr@itt.com 
C: (256) 964-1418 
6767 Old Madison Pike, Suite 160 
Huntsville AL 35806 

ITT Electronic Systems 
www.es.itt.com 
ITT technologies include Integrated EW, recon
naissance and surveillance, force protection, 
precision landing/air traffic, mine defense, 
naval command and sonar, and acoustic sen
sor systems. 
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Vice President, Business Development: 
John M. Capeci 
john.capeci@itt.com 
C: (973) 284-2420 
77 River Road 
Clifton NJ 07014 

Marketing Communications Manager: 
John C. Dench 
john.dench@itt.com 
C: (973) 284-4543 
77 River Road 
Clifton NJ 07014 

Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control 
www.lmco.com 
R&D, Manufacture & Integration of Advanced 
Technology Systems and Products 

Vice President, Apache Fire 
I: 

Robert T. Gunning Jr. 
robert.t.gunning.jr@lmco.com 

(407) 356-3786 
5600 Sand Lake Road 
MS: 416 
Orlando FL 32819-8907 

..... -~-""'I BD Manager, Apache Fire 
Control: 

liam W. Ryan Jr. 
william.a.ryan@lmco.com 
C: (407) 356-0942 
5600 Sand Lake Road 
MS: 416 
Orlando FL 32819-8907 

Marvel Manufacturing Company, The 
www.marvelmfg.com 

~ THE 

~ MARVEL 
w MANUFACTURING 

--r '. ! I COMPANY 

Marvel designs and manufactures precIsion 
static balance indicating equipment which is 
applied to helicopter rotors, aircraft propellers, 
and other rotating parts. 

Chief Engineer: James Fuller 
marvelmfg@prodigy.net 
C: (908) 851-2263 
2 Kiel Avenue, #236 
Kinnelon NJ 07405 

Meggitt Defense Systems, Inc. 
www.meggittdefense.com 
Design, develop and produce doppler radar based 
weapon scoring systems, ammunition handling 
systems, and environmental control systems. 

Director, Army Systems: Derek Foster 
derek.foster@meggitt.com 
C: (949) 465-7700 
9801 Muirlands Avenue 
Irvine CA 92618 
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Director, Ammunition Handling Systems: 
Greg Hill 
greg.hill@meggitt.com 
C: (949) 465-7700 
9801 Muirlands Avenue 
Irvine CA 92618 

Mustang Survival, Inc. 
www.mustangsurvival.com 
Development of life support solutions and per
sonal flight equipment. 

Business Development: Brian Henley 
bhenley@mustangsurivival.com 
C: (931) 552-1560 
1792 Alpine Drive 
Clarksville TN 37040 

Business Development: Steve Seybold 
sseybold@mustangsurvival.com 
C: (410) 263-3522 
P.O. Box 3512 
Annapolis MD 21403-0512 

RGB Spectrum 
www.rgb.com 
RGB Spectrum is a leading designer and man
ufacturer of videographic and multimedia hard
ware subsystems. Products include video win
dowing, digital recording , and multi-screen dis
play controllers. 

Marketing Manager: Ken Perkins 
kenp@rgb.com 
C: (510) 814-7000 
950 Marina Village Parkway 
Alameda CA 94501 

Robertson Aviation, L.L.C. 
www.robertsonaviation.com 
Robertson Aviation LLC of Tempe, AZ, is a 
world leader in the design, development, pro
duction and sustainment of safe and reliable 
crashworthy range extension fuel systems. 

President & General 
Manager: Tom Harrison 
tom.harrison@robertson 
aviation.com 

~ C: (480) 337-8800 

t 
800 West Carver Road, 
Ste 101 
Tempe AZ 85284-5264 

Director of Programs: 
Chip Lunn 
chip.lunn@robertsonaviation. 
com 
C: (480) 337-8801 
800 West Carver Road, 
Ste 101 
Tempe AZ 85284-5264 

Rockwell Collins, Inc. 
www.rockwellcollins.com 
Rockwell Collins provides total life cycle solu
tions, from concept, development, integration 
and deployment of the Common Aviation 
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Architecture solution across the Army's rotary 
wing fleet, to training and global support. 
learnmore@rockwellcollins.com 
C: (800) 321-2223 
400 Collins Rd NE 
Cedar Rapids IA 52498 

Secure Communication Systems 
www.securecomm.com 
Secure Communication Systems designs and 
manufactures rugged tablet PCs, handhelds, 
servers, and speech translators that perform 
superbly under extreme conditions. 

VP Sales & Marketing: Mike Boice 
mboice@securecomm.com 
C: (714) 547-1174 
1740 E. Wilshire Avenue 
Santa Ana CA 92705 

Sikorsky Aircraft 
www.sikorsky.com 
Sikorsky Aircraft Corp., based in Stratford, CT, 
is a world leader in helicopter design, manufac
ture and service. 

Director, Army Business Development: 
Steve Engebretson 
sengebretson@sikorsky.com 
C: (202) 336-7440 
1401 Eye Street NW Suite 600 
Washington DC 20005 

Director, SAS Business Development: 
Dan Taylor 
dtaylor@sikorsky.com 
C: (202) 336-7460 
1401 Eye Street NW Suite 600 
Washington DC 20005 

SPX Precision Components 
www.spxprecision.com 

PRECISION COMPONENTS 

Supplier of Critical Safety Items for Apache, 
Black Hawk and Chinook rotorheads; structural 
components and assemblies for military and 
commercial aircraft. 

VP, Sales, Marketing & Business 
Development: Matthew Gawlak 
matthew.gawlak@spx.com 
C: (860) 594-4369 
300 Fenn Rd 
Newington CT 06111 -2244 

TELEGENIX 
www.telegenix.com 

TELEGENIX 
Manufactures voice communications switching 
systems (VCSS) 
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~ VP, Business Development, 
PROCOM Communications 

. Grou : John D. Peebles 
,_.K_ .. jdlpeElbles@.teleqerlixcom 

Textron Systems 
~ AU· 
~ 
TfXTnON Systems 

AAI Corporation 
www.aaicorp.com 
Tactical unmanned aircraft systems including 
training, training devices, CLS, logistics ser
vices, EW test and boresigHt equipment, and 
aviation GSE. 

Vice President, Business 
Development: David Phillips 
phillid@aaicorp.com 
C: (410) 628-3041 
124 Industry Lane 
Cockeysville MD 21030 

Lycoming Engines 
Engineering, manufacture, service and support 
of piston aircraft engines. Lycoming piston 
engines power more than half of the world's 
general aviation fleet. 

Vice President, Sales & 
Marketing: Todd Stoner 

.textron.com 
327-735 

Street 
;1I;"nn"nr,1'I PA 17701 

Textron Defense Systems 
R&D and manufacturer of small precision mis
siles/munitions for armed rotary wing and 
unmanned air vehicles. 
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THALES 
www.thalesgroup.com 
Leading international company addressing 
defense, aerospace and security markets with 
unmatched capability in Europe to develop and 
deploy mission solutions. 

VP Helicopter Solutions: 
Mark Knight 
mark.knight@us.thalesgroup. 
com 
C: (732) 485-9267 
3920 Park Avenue 
Edison NJ 08820 

VP, Ground Force 
Programs: Mark Wise 
mark.wise@us.thalesgroup. 
com 
C: (703) 519-6331 
675 N. Washington Street, 
Suite 400 
Alexandria VA 22314 

Timken Aerospace Transmissions, LLC· 
Purdy® Systems 
www.timken.com 
Since 1946, Timken Aerospace Transmissions
Purdy® Systems provides critical manufacturing, 
assembly, testing, and systems integration exper
tise for helicopter and jet engine components. 
The company also offers Design capability. 

Managing Director: Andrew A. Sadanowicz 
sadanowicz@aol,com 
C: (860) 649-0000 
P.O. Box 1898 
Manchester CT 06045-1898 

Director of Sales: Barry R. Noonan, Jr. 
barry.noonan@timken.com 
C: (860) 649-0000 
P.O. Box 1898 
Manchester CT 06045-1898 

Unitron LP 
www.unitronlp.com 
Ground power equipment for rotary and fixed 
wing aircraft. 

Capital Equipment Product Manager: 
Gregory Riley 
griley@unitronlp.com 
C: (214) 340-8600 x117 
10925 Miller Road 
Dallas TX 75238 

Westar Aerospace & Defense Systems 
Engineering Group, QinetiQ North America 
Enterprise life-cycle solutions provider; high
value engineering; software solutions; logistics 
information management; flight training; C41SR 
expertise, and IT technical support services. 

Exec Vice President, Business 
Development: Jim Williford 
williford@westar.com 
C: (703) 416-8211 
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2001 Jefferson Davis Hwy 
Crystal Plaza 1, Suite 801 
Arlington VA 22202-3603 

VP, Business Development: Rod Bissell 
bissell@westar.com 
C: (256) 922-6801 
890 Explorer Blvd NW Bldg 2 
Huntsville AL 35806-2832 

Maintenance a Product Overhaul 

AARCORP. 
www.aarcorp.com 

O AARCORP. 
AAR is a leading provider of defense and aero
space products and services designed to help 
our defense customers. 

Vice President Army 
n & Rotorcraft 

Programs: Stephen Peckham 
steve.peckham@aarcorp.com 
C: (256) 830-7303 
140 Sparkman Dr 
Huntsville AL 35805-1916 

AAR Mobility Systems 
http://www.aarmobilitysystems.com 

O AAR 
Mobility Systems 

ISU® Air Mobility Containers, seat pallets, 
cargo pallets; airborne modules (C4ISR, VIP); 
mission-tailored air-mobile shelters and expedi
tionary systems; fixed, mobile, and man-portable 
C41 systems; field services, depot MRO. 

VP Sales/Marketing: Arthur Breithaupt 
abreithaupt@aarcorp.com 
C: (231) 779-4847 
201 Haynes Street 
Cadillac MI 49601 

Director Sales: Phillip Adams 
padams@aarcorp.com 
C: (231) 779-4834 
201 Haynes Street 
Cadillac MI 49601 

DynCorp International, LLC 
http://www.dyn-intl.com 

/"1-.-/ ~",., "'Y't;'" J-
IN TERNA TIONA L 

Worldwide leader for Aviation resource man
agement providing a full range of aviation capa-
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bilities from Aircraft and Aircrews to ISR, UAS, 
Aviation Training, and Fire Fighting Program 
Management. 

r------.Director of Aviation 
Programs, Specialty 
Aviation and Counter Drug: 
George Bilafer 
george.bilafer@dyn-intl.com 
C: (703) 462-7162 
3190 Fairview Park Drive, 
Suite 700 

Falls Church VA 22042 

DynCorp International LLC • Maintenance 
and Technical Support Services (MTSS) 
www.dyn-intl.com 
DynCorp International provides full service avi
ation maintenance, logistics, operations, train
ing and modification services for domestic and 
international customers. 

VP & GM Contractor 
Logistics Support: Terrance 
L. Reininger 
terrance.reininger@dyn
intl,com 
C: (817) 224-8331 
13500 Heritage Parkway 
Fort Worth TX 76177 

Sr. Manager Business Development: 
George Dugan 
george.dugan@dyn-intl.com 
C: (256) 348-3962 
700 Blvd South, Suite 105 
Huntsville AL 35802 

L·3 Vertex Aerospace, LLC 
www.L-3Vertex.com 

Aircraft maintenance and Supply Chain 
Management; Contractor Logistics Support, 
COMBS, Contract Field Services, Depot, 
Training - CONUS and worldwide. 

Vice President, Business Development: 
Steve Acra 
steve.acra@L-3com.com 
C: (601) 607-6222 
555 Industrial Dr South 
Madison MS 39110 
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Science & Engineering Services, Inc. 

4015 Pulaski Pike NW • Huntsvilie,AL35810 • (256) 858-0106 • www.sesius.com 
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...----..., VPNertex Contract Field 
rvices: Dave Carothers 

I .com 

...----...,General Manager, Army 
Fleet Support (Fort Rucker): 

n L. Hamlin 
hamlinj@frmaint.com 
C: (334) 598-0400 
555 Industrial Drive South 
Madison MS 39110 

Operations Director, Army Fleet Support 
(Fort Rucker): Scott Larese 
C: (334) 503-3758 
PO Box 620309 
Fort Rucker AL 36362 

Sr. Program Manager Vertex C-27J: 
Brian Anderson 
brian.anderson@I-3com.com 
C: (601) 607-6235 
555 Industrial Drive South 
Madison MS 39110 

M7 Aerospace LP 
www.M7aerospace.com 
M7 Aerospace provides Maintenance, Repair & 
Overhaul, Manufacturing, Engineering, Aircraft 
Parts and Technical Support to both 
Government and Commercial customers. 

VP, Gov't Business 
Development: 
Charles C. Miller 
charles.miller@m7aero.com 
C: (210) 820-8676 
10823 N.E. Entrance Road 
San Antonio TX 78216 

Director, Gov't Business Development: 
Tom Harrison 
tom.harrison@m7aero.com 
C: (210) 820-8691 
10823 N.E. Entrance Road 
San Antonio TX 78216 

Rockwell Collins, Inc. 
www.rockwellcollins.com 
Rockwell Collins provides total life cycle solu
tions, from concept, development, integration 
and deployment of the Common Aviation 
Architecture solution across the Army's rotary 
wing fleet, to training and global support. 
learnmore@rockwellcollins.com 
C: (800) 321-2223 
400 Collins Rd NE 
Cedar Rapids IA 52498 

SPX Precision Components 
www.spxprecision.com 

PRECISION COMPONENTS 
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Overhaul and repair of Apache, Black Hawk and 
Chinook Critical Safety Items; specializing in 
rotorhead and control components. 

VP, Sales, Marketing & Business 
Development: Matthew Gawlak 
matthew.gawlak@spx.com 
C: (860) 594-4369 
300 Fenn Rd 
Newington CT 06111-2244 

Unitron LP 
www.unitronlp.com 

Ground power equipment for rotary and fixed 
wing aircraft. 

Capital Equipment Product Manager: 
Gregory Riley 
griley@unitronlp.com 
C: (214) 340-8600 x117 
10925 Miller Road 
Dallas TX 75238 

ConsultanttSpecial Services 

Avion, Inc. 
www.avioninc.com 
Engineering, logistics & software systems solu
tions in support of the warfighter. 

Director of Business Development: 
Steve T. Cope 
steve.cope@avioninc.com 
C: (256) 721-7006 
7067 Old Madison Pike, Suite 170 
Huntsville AL 35806 

Burdeshaw Associates, Ltd. 
www.burdeshaw.com 

BAL has been successfully providing teams of 
senior associates to industry and government 
clients, domestically and internationally, for the 
past 30 years. 

Senior Vice President, Business 
Development: Mike Stacy . 
jstacy@burdeshaw.com 
C: (301) 229-5800 
4701 Sangamore Rd. , N100 
Bethesda MD 20816-2500 

Camber Corporation 
www.camber.com 
Comprehensive, programmatic, technical/M&S 
logistics LCCS 
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Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC) 
www.csc.com 
Aviation Acquisition , Technical Management, 
Systems Engineering/lntegration 

Deputy Southeast Region: 
Jody Maxwell 
maxweIl3@csc.com 
. 885-7573 

Memorial Parkway 

Business Development Executive: 
John Labansky 
jlabansky@csc.com 
C: (256) 885-7011 
4090 South Memorial Parkway MS: 3427 A 
Huntsville AL 35802 

Computer Sciences Corporation (CSC) 
www.csc.com 
FSXXI Simulation Services, Doctrine & Training 
Development. 

Program Manager: 
Everette Roper 
eroper@csc.com 
C: (334) 503-4107 

\ 500 Industrial Blvd. 
Daleville AL 36322 

Deputy Program Manager: Dave Loftin 
wloftin@csc.com 
C: (334) 503-4128 
500 Industrial Blvd. 
Daleville AL 36322 

Dynetics, Inc. 
www.dynetics.com 

Dynetics 
The Power of Solutions" 

Weapon systems R&D; systems & payload inte
gration; modeling & simulation; threat analysis, 
test & evaluation; instrumentation; electronic & 
mechanical prototyping; and aircraft survivability. 
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~_A_._. _________ I_ND_U_S_TR_Y_P_AR_T_N_ER_S_D_IR_E_cr_O_RY __ ~ 
Director, Business Development: Ray Baker 
ray.baker@dynetics.com 
C: (256) 964-4778 
P.O. Box 5500 
Huntsville AL 35814-5500 
Aviation Programs: Ronald Buffkin 
ron.buffkin@dynetics.com 
C: (256) 964-4487 
PO Box 5500 
Huntsville AL 35814 

Intuitive Research and Technology 
Corporation 
www.irtc-hq.com 
INTUITIVE provides a myriad of professional 
engineering and analytical services. 
r--~~-.., President: Harold R. Brewer 

Harold.brewer@irtc-hq.com 
C: (256) 922-9300 
5030 Bradford Drive NW 
Building 2 - Suite 205 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

Director of Corporate Relations: 
Tonya Maurice 
Tonya.maurice@irtc-hq.com 
C: (256) 922-9300 
256-922-1122 
5030 Bradford Drive NW 
Building 2 - Suite 205 
Huntsville, AL 35805 
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Navigator Development Group Inc. 
www.ndgLcom 
Service disabled veteran-owned - develop, 
administer and integrate advanced business solu
tions and life cycle management processes for 
defense, commercial and intemational markets. 

Chairman of the Board: 
Albert L. Patterson III 
albertpatterson@ndgi.com 
C: 334-347-7612 
116 South Main Street, 
Suite 214 
Enterprise, AL 36330 

Chief Executive Officer: 
Keith E. Gay 
keithgay@ndgLcom 
C: 334-347-7612 
116 South Main Street, 
Suite 214 
Enterprise, AL 36330 

Peduzzi Associates, LTD 
www.pal-aerospace.com 

PEDUZZI ASSOCIATES. LTD. 

We provide executive branch liaison services, 
legislative coordination, business development 
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support, strategic planning assistance, tactical 
execution, and related industry liaison. 

Executive Vice President: Joseph Ferreira 
joe.ferreira@pal-aerospace.com 
221 S Alfred St 
Alexandria VA 22314-3647 

USAA 
www.usaa.com 

USAA proudly serves millions of military mem
bers and their families with a wide array of 
insurance, banking, investing and other finan
cial services. 

C: (800) 531-8722 
9800 Fredericksburg Rd. 
San Antonio TX 78288 

VT Aepco 
www.vtaepco.com 
VT Aepco, part of VT services, provides world 
class logistic support to the defense community, 
and army aviation. 
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2008 INDUSTRY PARTNERS DIRECTORY 

What separates us from our competition? A deep 
understanding of customer needs. Plus, the know-how 
to improve mission effectiveness. Reduce risk. Boost 
readiness. Increase safety. And cut operational and 
support costs. It's knowledge gained from 21 years of 
extraordinary service to defense industry customers. 
And from the U.S. Veterans who comprise 39% of our 
workforce. 

Put what we know to work 
for you: www.westar.com 

Westar Aerospace & Defense Group, Inc. 
Systems Engineering Group, 
QinetiQ North America 
890 Explorer Blvd. 
Huntsville, AL 35806 
256-922-6800 
800-518-8364 
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Aerospace & Defense Group 

•• a!~Aft 
Ir"~~ 
QinetiQ North America 
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Senior VP: Michael F. McClellan 
Mike.mcclellad@vtaepco.com 
C: 256-464-9191 
9238 Madison Blvd. , 
Bldg. 2 St. 110 
Madison, AL 35758 

,------,Director of Aviation Maintenance Programs: 
George Chinea 
C: 256-464-9191 
9238 Madison Blvd. , 
Bldg 2 St. 110 
Madison, AL 35758 

Educational 

Night Readiness, LLC 
www.nightreadiness.com 
"Night Readiness, LLC provides a complete NVG Academic Training 
Program comprised of online CBT modules, instructor led classroom 
courseware and our proven Virtual Terrain Board ™ (VTB) digital projec
tion system." 

Vice President: Stephen Hatley 
shatley@nightreadiness.com 
C: (480) 821-6700 
1351 N Alma School Rd, #265 
Chandler AZ 85224 

Research" Development 

Piasecki Aircraft Corporation 
www.piaseckLcom 

A 

~ AIRCRAFT CORP. 

~ 
VTOL Aircraft and UAV Research, Development and Production. 

Chairman of the Board & Chief Technology Officer: 
Frederick W. Piasecki 
piaseckUw@piasecki.com 
C: (610) 521-5700 x107 
Second Street West, P.O. Box 360 
Essington PA 19029-0360 

President and CEO: 
John W. Piasecki 
piaseckijw@piasecki.com 
C: (610) 521-5700 x103 
519 West Second Street 
Essington PA 19029-0360 

Any firm that wishes to be included in next year's Industry 
Partners Directory should contact Bob Lachowski at Army 

Aviation Publications, Inc., 755 Main St. , Suite 40, Monroe, CT 
06469-2830 Telephone: (203) 268-2450 ext. 131 

email: bob@quad-a.org 
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Deadline for the 2009 AAAA Scholarship Program Applications is May 1, 2009 

ifference 
Contribute to the AAAA Scholarship Foundation Fund and make a difference. 

With the leaps and bounds made in technology these days, it's important that our military forces are as educated as possible. 

The Foundation wants to make that task easier for the men and women of the Army Aviation Community. To date, the AAAA 

Scholarship Foundation has provided over $3-million in scholarship aid to aviation soldiers, AAAA members, and their families. 

By donating to the AAAA Scholarship Foundation, you will help future soldiers receive the education they need to deal with the 

ever-changing technological demands of the modern military world. By helping the soldiers of TODAY, you're helping the 

America of TOMORROW. 

Call NOW 203.268.2450 or visit www.quad-a.org. 

Ad was written and designed courtesy of DynCorp International LLC 



By CPT Joseph G. Bruhl 

On the morning of June 22, CW3 
Sean C. Gilland served as the 
pilot-in-command of an AH-

64D Longbow helicopter with CPT 
Johnathon "John" W. Sampsel as his 
copilot-gunner. Both pilots are with 
the 1st Bn., 101st Avn. Regt. from 
Fort Campbell , Ky. 

Their mission was to escOli a pair 
ofUH-60 Black Hawk helicopters on 
an emergency resupply mission in the 
Gowerdesh Valley of Afghanistan. 

Despite receiving multiple direct 
hits to his aircraft that punctured his 
fuel cell, damaged his tail boom and 
main rotor, as well as one that hit 
within eighteen inches of his head, 
Gilland provided continuous cover
age for nearly an hour as an isolated 
U.S . infantry platoon repelled numer
ous enemy attacks near Observation 
Post (OP) Hatchet. 

Their actions that day saved the 
lives of over 20 coalition personnel 
and destroyed numerous anti-Afghan 
forces . 

Prior to this mission, Gilland and 
Sampsel and their wingman conduct
ed a medical evacuation escort to 
recover a U.S. Soldier wounded by 
small arms fire at Command Outpost 
Keating. During that miSSIOn, 
Gilland's team was engaged by 
enemy forces firing a rocket propelled 
grenade which airburst in the middle 
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CW3 Gilland and CPT Sampsel flew 
their AH-64D Longbow attack heli
copter on a similar escort mission 
for UH-60 Black Hawk helicopters in 
Afghanistan as depicted in this 
photo. Pictured here are aircraft from 
the 4th Cbt. Avn. Bde. on a Nov. 5 
mission in Iraq. The Longbow serves 
as security on many aviation mis
sions and in the event of an attack 
can engage the enemy with missiles, 

of their formation. His team quickly 
identified the location of the RPG fire 
and continued the mission. 

Once Gilland and his team passed 
the MEDEVAC aircraft off to two 
OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopter 
for escort on to Jalalabad, they 
returned to the location of the RPG 
attack and with clearance from 
ground elements engaged the area 
with 30mm chain gun fire and 2.75-
inch rockets . 

Once the engagement was com
plete, Gilland's team returned to 
Forward Operating Base Bostick to 
remain on standby in Task Force 
Sabre's area of responsibility. 
Gilland's team then received orders to 
launch to escOli two UH-60 aircraft on 
an emergency resupply to OP Hatchet. 

Upon attempting to start his air
craft, Gilland recognized that the aux
iliary power unit would not complete 
its st31i sequence, therefore impacting 
his ability to start the engines. 

However, using his maintenance 
examiner knowledge of the aircraft, 
he attempted a start that is not written 
in any manual and unheard of in the 
AH-64D. He st31ied the APU long 
enough to get pressurized air to one 
engine and without any cockpit indi
cations (due to the generators not on 
line) and managed to start the first 
engine. Still, with no cockpit indica-
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BG James McConville, left, deputy com
manding general for Support for Combined 
Joint Task Force 101, pinned the 
Distinguished Flying Cross on CW3 Sean 
Gilland Nov. 8 at Jalalabad Airfield, 
Afghanistan. Gilland's copilot CPT John 
Sampsel received the Air Medal for valor. 

tions, Gilland carefully advanced the 
power level to "fly" in order not to 
exceed torque limitations. 

Once this first power lever was at 
"fly," the aircraft generators came on 
line, providing full electrical capabil
ity to the aircraft and Gilland com
pleted a "cross-bleed start" in order to 
start the second engine. 

This amazing start was accom
plished just as the UH-60 helicopters 
alTived for the link up and Gilland met 
his take-off time without delay. 
EscOliing the two UH60s, Gilland and 
his team pushed ahead to OP Hatchet 
to make a "cheny or ice" call due to 
the recent enemy activity in the area. 

As his team cleared the area and 
brought in the UH60s, the OP began 
receiving small arms fire from the 
south and southwest. 

Unable to identify the location of a 
friendly infantIy patrol in the vicinity 
of the enemy fire with their modern
ized target acquisition designation 
system, Gilland descended out of alti
tude in order to visually locate the 
friendly forces. This was a critical 
task due to the proximity of enemy 
fire to the patrol's location. 

Had Gilland not located the patrol, 
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his team would not have been able to 
execute the danger close engagements 
required to protect OP Hatchet and 
the UH-60 crews and aircraft on 
emergency resupply. 

Gilland conducted three passes 
over the grid location given to him by 
the friendly patrol; finally confirming 
their location when he observed a 
u.s. Soldier waving his shirt above 
his head. 

Upon spotting the friendly posi
tion, Gilland's aircraft received direct 
fire from a DShK 12.7mm heavy anti
aircraft machine gun -- hitting the air
craft three times. The rounds cut into 
the fuel cell and ripped apart a wire 
bundle that sat only 18 inches behind 
Gilland's head. 

The wiring connected critical ele
ments of his electrical system includ
ing the #2 generator and both high 
power switching modules that IUn all 
of the aircraft's electrical systems. 

Immediately, a series of warnings 
sounded in the cockpit that under nor
mal circumstances would have man
dated the crew to land as soon as pos
sible. Despite knowing the danger of 
remaining in flight, Gilland did not 
hesitate to mark the target and contin
ue his attack. His wingman observed 
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the location of the enemy fire and 
dove in to engage. 

As Gilland broke away from the 
fire, he passed the critical information 
of the friendly patrol's location to his 
wingman, enabling them to deconflict 
fires and execute a danger close 
engagement to suppress the DShK. 

As Gilland continued outbound, he 
could smell the acrid fumes from the 
round that had impacted the electrical 
bundle behind his head. He also 
smelled JP8 fuel fumes , indicating 
that his fuel cell had been hit. 

Quickly examining the aircraft sys
tem's page, Gilland determined that 
he could remain on station and con
tinue to engage the enemy, despite the 
fuel loss. 

Upon the completion of his wing
man's engagement, Gilland immedi
ately turned back to the location 
where he had just been hit by the 
DShK and engaged the spot with 
30mm fire and rockets, enabling the 
UH-60s to complete the emergency 
resupply of OP Hatchet. 

For the next 20 to 30 minutes, 
Gilland continued to engage the 
enemy, despite multiple warning from 
the Soldiers on the ground, indicating 
that the Apaches were still under 
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direct fire. Only when his aircraft was 
critically low on fuel and the enemy's 
attack had been repelled, did Gilland 
break station. 

Returning to FOB Bostick, Gilland 
left the aircraft power levers at "fly" 
with Sampsel on the controls and 
examined the aircraft for damage. 

His inspection found that the center 
auxiliary fuel cell had received a 
direct hit from a DShK round and 
could not hold fuel. 

Finally, with multiple hits from the 
DShK and leaking fuel; Gilland 
decided to fly the 45 minute flight 
back to home base in lalalabad before 
shutting down the aircraft. 

He wanted to ensure that the major 
stlUctural damage could be repaired at 
the main operating base rather than 
stranding his aircraft 100 kilometers 
away from maintenance facilities. 

For their heroism, Gilland was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and Sampsel was awarded the 
Air Medal for valor. 
------ .: .. :. ------

CPT Joseph G Bruhl is the comman
der of Co. A, 1st Bn. , 101 st Avn. Regt., 
Fort Campbell, Ky. He is currently 
deployed in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. 
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Nashville's Gaylord Opryland 
Convention Center was the site 
of the AAAA's annual Aircraft 

Survivability Equipment Symposium 
Nov 3-6. 

This event began in 1983 and has 
proven to be a valuable asset to our 
warfighters. Year after year maintain
ers, research and development, acqui
sition, training and doctrine person
nel, and our operator-Soldiers seek 
solutions to better protect our brothers 
and sisters at the tip of the spear. This 
year's theme said it all - "Protecting 
the WOIfighter." 

The ASE symposium was another 
step in achieving the Association's mis
sion statement: "AAAA: Supporting the 
Us. Army Aviation Soldier and FamiOI." 

Earlier this year, our President retired 
MG Jim Snider and Executive Director 
Bill HalTis met with our new Branch 
Chief, MG James O. Barclay III, to get 
his commander's intent. Barclay urged 
that all AAAA future events be focused 
on the combined alms team warfighter 
and this year's symposium was stlUC
tured to do just that. 

Barclay delivered the keynote 
address, kicking off the event which 
featured speakers representing Army 
organizations and joint venues, and 
included sensing sessions for emerg
ing insights in the ASE arena from 
recent field cOlmnanders and tactical 
operations officers. 

During the Nov. 4 awards banquet, 
guest speaker BG Rhonda Cornum, 
the director of Comprehensive 
Soldier Fitness with the Office of the 
Deputy Chief of Staff, G-3/5/7, and a 
former Operation Desert Storm pris-
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CW4 Ronald J. Rouse is AAAA's 2008 ASE Award recipient. Here, Rouse is surrounded by 
(I to r) his wife Denese, daughters Rebecca and Sarah; BG Rhonda Cornum, award presenter; 
and his mother Arlene Rouse. 

oner of war, assisted with the presen
tation of AAAA's 2008 Aircraft 
Survivability Equipment Award. 

This year's recipient is CW4 
Ronald 1. Rouse, the ASE project 
officer for the 160th Special Opera
tions Aviation Regiment at Fort 
Campbell, Ky. The ASE award is 
sponsored by BAE Systems. 

The symposium ended with a day 
of classified sessions held in Air 
National Guard facilities at the 
Nashville International AirpOlt. 

These meetings included tactical 
operations officers from across Army 
Aviation and an informal sensing ses-
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sion hosted by COL Kennedy Jenkins, 
the project director for Aircraft 
Survivability Equipment, representing 
his boss, BG Thomas M. Cole, the pro
gram executive officer for Intelligence 
Electronic Warfare & Sensors; and 
LTC Keny Brunson, the product man
ager for Apache Modemization, repre
senting Paul Bogosian, the PEO for 
Aviation. 

Joe Pisano is the deputy to the AAAA 
Executive Director and a contributing 
authoJ: 
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Ask The Flight Surgeon 

What's the Difference Between a 
Flight Surgeon and a RAM? 
By Dr. (COL) John P. Albano 

The views and opinions offered are those of the author and 
researchers and should not be construed as an official 
Department of the Army position unless otherwise stated. 

Q: What is a Flight Surgeon and what does he do? 
FS: The position was developed in the early 1900s. The 
original intent was to understand what was causing the high 
rate of flight mishaps. Shortly after the appointment of the 
first flight surgeons, research and experience led to a dra
matic improvement in aircrew health as well as flight safe
ty. The early flight surgeons found that the Army's practice 
of assigning officers that were not physically qualified for 
duty in the infantty or cavaby to flight duties was improp
er. Due to the affects of G-forces, risk of spatial disorienta
tion, and hypoxia encountered during flight, among other 
challenges, early flight surgeons found that aircrews must 
be scrupulously healthy to withstand the rigors ofthe avia
tion environment, and also well-trained in the basics of 
aerospace physiology. With aircraft technological improve
ments, the role of flight surgeons continued to mature 
entering World War II. Today, the flight surgeon executes 
the medical aspects of the Anny's aviation safety program. 
He or she is the medical authority in remote and austere 
environments. Relying on organizational and problem solv
ing skills, the flight surgeon and his medical team trouble -
shoot medical issues affecting their unit. 

Q: What s a RAM? 
FS: Technically, a RAM is a resident in aerospace medi
cine. The Army conducts joint training with the Navy at 
the Naval Operational Medicine Institute at the Pensacola 
Naval Air Station, Fla. The Navy residency in aerospace 
medicine program is fully accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education. In addition to 
his/her medical degree and the basic level flight surgeon 
training, a RAM's specialty training also includes: the avi
ation safety officer course, joint aviation/aerospace medi
cine, space medicine, civil aviation medicine, travel and 
tropical medicine, strategic and tactical medical evacua
tion, and disaster medicine. The RAM also obtains a 
Masters of Public Health Degree. After successful com
pletion of the requirements and recognition from the 
American Board of Preventive Medicine, the RAM 
becomes a subject matter expert in aerospace medicine. 

Q: What does a RAM do different from a Flight Surgeon? 
FS: The graduated RAM typically serves a utilization tour 
as an aviation brigade flight surgeon, advising the COlnman
der on medical issues, as well as oversight of the assigned 3 
to 6 flight surgeons and aeromedical physician assistants at 
battalion-level. The RAM also is well-suited for various 
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special operations jobs, to include SOAR, and division sur
geonjobs. RAMs are often the clinical senior aviation med
icine specialists and provide regional advice and consulta
tion for medical centers, community hospitals, and military 
tt'eatlnent facilities, whose mission includes area aeromed
ical support to units that include tactical aviation related 
assets. RAMs oversee the School of Aviation Medicine at 
Fort Rucker, Ala., providing training of aeromedical 
providers, flight medics, and aviation psychologists, as well 
as the tactical medical evacuation, Joint En Route Care, and 
aeromedical physiology courses. RAMs oversee the Army's 
Aeromedical Activity, ensuring that all crewmembers meet 
published aeromedical standards and reviewing, revising, 
and updating aeromedical policies and standards. RAMs 
oversee the Army's Aviation Research LaboratOlY, and its 
work in developing, assessing, or advancing technologies 
that give the Soldier-aviator the combat edge. A senior 
RAM is the command surgeon at the Army's Combat 
Readiness and Safety Center, involved in assessing and pre
venting mishaps and injuries from a medical focus . See 
www.trueresearch.org/sousafs/ArmyRAMCareel:aspx for 
more details. 

Question for the Flight Surgeon? 
If you have a question you would like addressed, email it to 
AskFS@quad-a.org. Depending on the questions we receive, 
we'll tty to address it in the future. See your unit flight sur
geon for your personal health issues. As always, fly safe! 

Dl: (COL) John Albano is a flight surgeon and the Army 
associate director to the us. Nm'y Aerospace Medicine 
Residency Program, Pensacola NAS, Flo. 

r-7 ~" IntrodUCing the MP-1F 
I "'vJ/ Cf.fJifLftt~ ~ N - - I PI ~~Jdt. ~~~ f~~~ aVlgatlOna oner 

~~~~~'f/- Tired of replacing broken or warped plotters? 
r-:-'=~- Ii..¥;,~ Tired of carrying multiple plotters? 
!II "'-~ f ~ :~..:' The MP-1F nsn 6605-01-562-0628 is 

~ ~: ..... ;2$.1/ the answer to end these problems. 
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o Combines Combat mission symbols (doghouses) 
o GTA coordinate finder functions with easy find reader 
o 5 nautical mileage scales 0 Folds to fit in flight suit breast pocket 
o Section for notes can be written on and erased 
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o Degree and Mils azimuths 0 Kwikplot TP,' plolling ease in 1 Plotter 
o MADE in USA 

visit www.kwikplot.com 
Available thru Unit Supply - Credit Cards Accepted 
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AAAA Spouses' Corner 

New Programs, Initiatives, 
and Bool{s for Military Families 
By Judy Konitzer 

New resources and programs are continually being 
offered and updated to help ease the stress and strain 
of military life, especially during this time of repeat

ed deployments. The following are just a few for your con
sideration. 

Military Spouse Business Association 
Important programs such as Army Family Team 

Building, Tragedy Assistance Programs for Survivors, and 
the National Militaty Family Association were all started 
by military spouses. Now three more wives have stepped 
up to the plate to continue to improve things for other mil
itary spouses and families. 

After crossing paths, Lanette Lepper, Joanna 
Williamson and Rebecca Poynter, each business owners, 
started meeting infOlmally by phone to discuss business 
and financial topics, and militalY lifestyle issues. 

They enjoyed talking to each other, stayed motivated in 
the process, and were eager to help other spouses from 
having to "reinvent the wheel" when they started their own 
businesses. From these informal meetings, they birthed 
their Military Spouse Business Association (MSBA), a 
non-profit organization. 

With an estimated 50,000, or nearly 10 percent, of 
active-duty working military spouses being self
employed, the MSBA promises to provide them an oppor
tunity to network with one another for leads, joint work 
projects, and continued support and inspiration. 

"The prototype of a militaty spouse might sUlvrise you. 
They are most likely to be female, most likely to be 
employed, better educated than their civilian counterpart, 
live near a major city, and be Intemet-savvy," Lepper said. 

MSBA serves all military spouses, not just military 
spouse business owners, and includes businesses and orga
nizations that support military families. MSBA can help 
spouses in the same geographic area, or area of expertise, 
network with one another. Some of the members may 
become friends, viliual project pminers, business mentors, 
customers or suppliers. 

For active military spouse-owned businesses, MSBA 
offers the "Red, White and Blue" information pages and is 
available at no cost to anyone checking the site. It is an 
oppOliunity to advertise your business to America or to 
find a business owned by a fellow military spouse. 

Another service is to educate members about how busi
ness ownership can provide family income now, fund 
financial goals, and develop individual retirement savings. 

There are three forums monitored by experts: a life 
coach on self-motivation, a militmy family financial plan
ning expert on financial readiness, and a representative 
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from SCORE "Counselors to America 's Smal1 Business" 
on business success. 

The founders welcome any militmy spouse who would 
like to get involved in the growth of the association, cur
rently 300 members strong and growing. 

Some ongoing initiatives to help increase the member
ship are the Spouse Virtual Assistants Training 
(www.staJJcentrix.com) and Medical Transcription 
Training (www.trsinstitute.com). "Our goal is to ask some
thing, but not too much, of each person who wants to get 
involved in the association development," Poynter said, 
"But it's OK to join and take advantage of the benefits 
without taking part in the development efforts." 

For questions or additional information, email Lepper at 
lanetteleppef'@yahoo.col/1 or visit the MSBA website at 
www.milspousebiz.org. 

Resource Directory for Wounded Warriors, Families and 
Caregivers 

The Defense Department recently launched the 
National Resource DirectOlY - a col1aborative effort with 
the departments of Labor and Veterans Affairs. The direc
tory is a Web-based network of care coordinators, 
providers and support partners with resources for wound
ed, il1 and injured service members, veterans, their fami
lies, families of the fallen and those who suppOli them. 

It offers more than 10,000 medical and non-medical ser
vices and resources to help service members and veterans 
achieve personal and professional goals along their jour
ney through rehabilitation to community reintegration. 

The NRD is organized into six major categories: bene
fits and compensation; education, t1:aining and employ
ment; family and caregiver support; health; housing and 
transportation; and services and resources. It also provides 
helpful checklists, frequently asked questions, and con
nections to peer support groups. 

Visit the NRD Website at www.nationail'esouf'ce 
directolyorg 

FMLA Benefits Wounded Warriors & Families 
Legislative amendments to the Family and Medical 

Leave Act (FMLA), signed into law by President Bush, 
will extend the period of unpaid, job-protected leave that 
eligible family members can take to care for their wound
ed warrior spouses. 
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One change stipulates that eligible employees who are 
family members of covered service members can take up 
to 26 work weeks of leave in a 12-month period to care for 
a covered service member with a serious injUly or il1ness 
incurred in the line of duty on active duty. 
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The change extends the period of available unpaid leave 
beyond the original 12-week period established in 1993 
under the Labor Depmtment's jurisdiction. 

A second amendment to the act makes the normal 12 
work weeks ofFMLAjob-protected leave available to cer
tain family members of National Guardsmen or Reservists 
for qualifying emergencies when service members are 
called to or on active duty status. 

Another change requires employees to follow their 
employers' call-in procedures when taking FMLA leave. 

Previous mles were interpreted that employees could 
inform employers of taking FMLA leave for up to two 
business days after initiating leave. 

For more information, visit 'vvww.defenselink.millnews. 

Military Family Books 
Military Family Books is an online store owned and 

operated by Elva Resa Publishing, which specializes in 
resources for military families and caters to their needs and 
lifestyle. A portion of their profits SUppOltS programs for 
militmy families. 

In October they published two new books. 

The Wishing Tree by Mary Redman 
helps kids to better understand 
long family separations. 

"The Wishing Tree" by Mary Redman is a picture book 
for ages 4 to 10, retailing for $15.95. 

It is about bringing ribbons of hope to a young girl, 
Amanda, who faces her father 's long deployment. She 
understands that her dad is making the world a better 
place, but it doesn't make their time apmt any easier. 

After mulling over ways she can SUppOlt her dad, Amanda 
decides to create a wishing tree, writing her hopes and prayers 
on libbons and tying them to its branches. As Amanda wish
es for her dad to enjoy good meals, make new friends, and 
return safely, the little h'ee comes to life with yellow libbons 
of hope. The author's wish is to "give kids a sense of empow
ennent dUling their loved one's deployment." 

Deployment journals for spouses and 
parents by Rachel Robertson provide 
an organized and logical means to 
record family notes, memories and 
milestones during a deployment. 

. 
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"Deployment Journal for Spouses" and "Deployment 
Journal for Parents" by Rachel Robertson, provide a 
location to record memories and milestones while a spouse 
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Congratulations to the 
AAAA Unmanned Aircraft System 

Unit of the Year 

Alpha Company, 
Task Force ODIN II 

This unit established a state-of-the-art training 
standardization program - and the proof is in the results. 

Up and running in record time, the program qualified 
30 new operators with stringent attention to 

communications techniques and gun target line placement 
for mission-critical accuracy. All of this occurred while 

increasing sortie mission hours to 22 and flying 
more than 18,000 hours without aerial mishaps. 

AAI salutes your achievements. 

~ 

MIl" 
~ 
TEXTnON Systems 

aaicorp.com 

or child is deployed and to reflect on what the deployment 
means to them and their relationships. Deployment 
Journals offer a special place to record thoughts and key 
events during a separation. 

The 192 page journals include gentle writing prompts 
and inspirational sayings, guiding the reader/writer from 
the beginning of deployment through homecoming, while 
a "Keeping Track" section in the back offers a place to log 
milestones, communication and special moments . 

The special tips sections throughout offer advice on a 
variety of deployment issues, including stress manage
ment, reaching out to others, managing fear, and activities 
to do with children. 

"When my husband first deployed, I had no idea I could 
feel proud and afraid, wOlTied and brave all at the same 
time," Robertson said, "I needed a place where I could let 
out my fear, anger, fmstration, and wony, and where I 
could dream about life after the deployment. I could hash 
out what I felt about the evening or 2 a.m. news. Writing 
is a way for all of us to hurt and heal at the same time." 

The journals retail for $16. These and other militmy fam
ily books are available at yvww.MilitaryFamilyBooks.com. 

Judy Konitzer is the family readiness editor for ARMY 
AVIATION; questions and suggestions can be directed to 
her at }udy@quad-a.org. 

53 DECEMBER 31, 2008 



And Announcements Related to Army A viation Matters 

Editor's note: Companies can send their Army Aviation related 
news releases and information to editor@quad-a.org. 

Pathfinder System Completes First Flight on HH·60L 
Lockheed Martin, Orlando, Fla ., announced Nov. 12 its has suc
cessfully completed the first flight of its fully integrated "Pathfinder" 
advanced pilotage system on an Army HH-60L Black Hawk medical 
helicopter at Felker Army Airfield, Fort Eustis, Va. This was the first 
flight in the developmental test phase for cargo and utility aircraft 
pilotage systems, derived from the AH-64D modernized pilot night 
vision sensor. The Army's Aviation Applied Technology Directorate is 
evaluating Pathfinder's technical readiness level for application. 
Following the developmental testing, the 159th Avn. Regt. (USAR) 
in Clearwater, Fla. will participate in a limited user test to evaluate 
the system in an operational environment. 

Packett Joins Navigator 
Navigator Development Group, Inc., 
Enterprise, Ala., announced Oct. 9 retired 
MG Virgil L. "Duz" Packett II has joined 
NDGI as its executive vice president and as 
chairman of Navigator's senior advisory 
group. Packett retired in July after 30 years 
serving in the Army, most recently as the 
Aviation Branch chief and commanding 
general of the U.S. Army Aviation Center of 
Excellence at Fort Rucker, Ala. He will work 
out of Navigator's Huntsville office and 
oversee domestic and international busi
ness interests. 

Army Awards NGC $97M to Procure and Modify UASs 
The Army awarded the Northrop Grumman Corp., of Herndon, 
Va ., a $97 million contract Nov. 3 to procure, modify and deliver 12 
Hunter MQ-5B unmanned aircraft; six One-System Block II ground 
control stations; eight tactical common data link, ground data link 
terminal sets; two sets of ground support equipment; and four sets 
of spare parts. The Hunter intelligence, surveillance and reconnais
sance contract is under a 2008 contractor logistic support contract 
with a lifespan of up to five years and will be performed over a peri
od of two years with a third year option. In addition, NG will also 
update all publications and technical manuals for the Hunter to 
include those pertaining to maintenance, training and operation. 

Sikorsky Awards FUR Contract 
FUR Systems, Inc., Portland, Ore., 
announced Oct. 20 it received a $28.9 mil
lion order from Sikorsky Aircraft Corp. of 
Stratford, Conn., for its Star SAFIRE II sta
bilized, multi-sensor infrared systems for 
installation on Army HH-60 Black Hawk 
medical evacuation helicopters. These 
systems allow the aircraft to fly missions in 
all weather, day or night. Work will be per
formed at FLiR's facilities in Wilsonville, 
Ore., with deliveries to begin in 2010. 
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N. Aerospace Adds More Business 
Northstar Aerospace, Inc., Bedford Park, III. stated Oct. 24 it 
added $66 million in new business during the third quarter, bringing 
their year-to-date total defense and commercial sector backlog to 
$496 million as of Sept. 30. Major new orders included $25 million 
with Sikorsky Aircraft Corp. to manufacture spiral bevel gears for the 
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter for deliveries over a four-year period 
and $20 million in orders for the CH-47 Chinook helicopter. 

Army Takes Delivery of SOOth Arrowhead System 

Representatives from the Apache Attack Helicopter Project 
Manager's Office and Lockheed Martin marked the delivery of the 
500th Arrowhead system to the Army during an Oct. 16 celebration 
held at LM's Missiles and Fire Control facilities in Orlando, Fla. The 
Arrowhead is a modernized long-range, electro-optical target acqui
sition and designation sight and pilot's night vision sensor used on 
the AH-64D attack helicopter. Picture here, from left, are: LTC John 
Vannoy, product manager for Apache Sensors; Jack McClafferty, 
LM's Arrowhead program director; Tom Simmons, LM's VP. for Fire 
Control; LTC Timothy Strange, Defense Contract Management 
Agency; Bob Gunning - LM's V.P. for Apache programs; and COL 
Shane Openshaw, PM for Apache attack helicopters. 

QinetiQ NA to Provide Apache Fleet Support 
The Army Aviation & Missile Command awarded Oct. 20 the 
Systems Engineering Group of QinetiQ North America, Huntsville, 
Ala., a task order to support the Apache Helicopter Division of the 
Aviation Engineering Directorate. The task order provides specific 
onsite support services, ranging from reviews of airworthiness doc
uments, airworthiness releases and safety of flight messages, 
review Apache system safety issues and risk management assess
ments. All work will be conducted at Redstone Arsenal, Ala. The 
order has a one-year base period of performance, five one-year 
options, and a ceiling value of nearly $11 million, if all options are 
exercised. 
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First C·27 J Rolls Out in Texas 
Army and Air Force representa
tives were on-hand for an Oct. 
15 "roll out" ceremony for the 
new C-27 J "Spartan" joint cargo 
aircraft at the L·3 Integrated 
Systems aviation facility in 
Waco, Texas. The event marks 
the delivery of the first produc
tion aircraft of 78 slated for the 
military. The C-27 J will replace 
aging aircraft in both the Army 
Reserve and Army National 
Guard. Here, BG Matthew 
Matia, commanding general of 
the 11th Avn . Cmd. (USAR) and 
a guest speaker, displays the 
Spartan. His command will receive 16 aircraft, stationed at Fort 
Bragg and Fort Lewis, with the first delivery scheduled in 2012. 

Contracts -- (From various sources. An "*" by a company name 
indicates a small business contract) 

Rolls·Royce Corp., Indianapolis, Ind., was awarded Nov 20 a $11 M 
contract to analyze, test, repair and overhaul of 117 each T63-A-720 
gas turbine engines used on the OH-58 Kiowa helicopter. Work will 
be performed in Neosho, Mo. , and Oakland, Calif., with an estimat
ed completion date of April 30, 2010. 

AAI Corp., Hunt Valley, Md., was awarded Nov. 1 a $135M contract 
for Shadow unmanned aircraft systems and performance based 
logistics support. Contract ends Oct. 31, 2009. 

AeroVironment Inc., Sun Valley, Calif., was awarded Oct. 30 a 
$5.8M contract to procure research, development, test and evalua
tion digital data link efforts on the Raven RQ-11 B unmanned aircraft 
system. Work will is to be completion by Jan. 31 , 2011. 

Information and Electronic Systems Integration Inc., of Nashua, 
N.H., was awarded Sept 25 an $11.2M contract for 73 advanced 
threat infrared countermeasure common missile warning system A
Kits for the CH-47 aircraft. Estimated completion of deliveries is July 
25,2009. 
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PEOPLE ON TH E MOVE 

CHANGE OF COMMAND 

63rd TAB Changes Leaders 

COL Benjamin F. Adams 11/ relinquished com
mand of the 63rd Theater Avn. Bde. to COL 
Aaron T. Barrier during a Nov.1 change of com
mand ceremony at the Army Aviation Support 
Facility in Frankfort, Ky. Adams departs after 
nearly three and a half years as the inaugural 
commander of the 63rd TAB, taking command as 
it reorganized and reformed from an aviation 
group, and also deployed the command in sup
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Adams will serve 
in three positions as the Frankfort Army Aviation 
Support Facility commander, as the director of 
Aviation for the Kentucky Army Guard, and as the 
state Army aviation officer. Barrier previously 
served as the 63rd TAB's executive officer. Above, 
CSM Mark J. Newby, center, hands the 63rd TAB 
colors to Adams, right, for the final time. 
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DEPLOYMENTS 

159th CAB Heads to Aghanistan 

COL Ronald F. Lewis, left, commander, and 
CSM John Chandler, brigade CSM, case the 
colors of the 159th Cbt. Avn. Bde. during a Nov. 
18 ceremony at Fort Campbell , Ky. The 159th 
CAB is deploying for 12 months to Afghanistan 
to relieve their sister unit, the 101st CAB, who 
ends their support of Combined Joint Task 
Force 101 in late December. The 159th CAB 
has completed an extensive two-year manning 
and train up period that makes them unique to 
its counterpart in Afghanistan. They are the first 
active unit to be equipped with the new UH-
60M Black Hawk and CH-47F Chinook heli
copters. 
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RETIREMENTS 

End of a Little Bird Era 

The MH-6 Little Bird has been employed by the 
160th Spec. Opns. Avn. Regt. (Airborne) for 
more than 20 years to support numerous cam
paigns and battles. In the true Night Stalker tra
dition, retired MAJ Cortney Stratman, above 
left, and CW4 Myron Beals flew the last MH-6 
"C" model aircraft during a final night flight 
Sept. 30 at Fort Campbell, Ky. The MH-6C con
tributed directly to the success of the Regiment 
by flying in excess of 60,000 hours during oper
ations and training. So when MH-6C #68-
17249 flew away Oct. 1, it truly represented the 
last of an old warrior. The Regiment has been 
modernizing its fleet of MH-6s for the past 
seven years and completed the upgrade in 
October with receipt of its 51 st MH-6 "M" model 
helicopter. 
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE 
HONORS 

The Pegasus Inn dining facility at Fort Bragg, N.C., operated by Soldiers from the 82nd Cbt. Avn. 
Bde. , is one of five finalists participating in the Army's 41 st Annual Philip A. Connelly Best in Food 
Service Evaluations for 2009. The Pegasus Inn is competing in the Small Garrison dining facility 
category and was evaluated Oct. 23. Recently the Pegasus dining facility received the awards of 
Best Installation Small Garrison Dining Facility on Fort Bragg, and Best Small Garrison Dining 
Facility in the Southeastern Region. Three CAB Soldiers were also given recognition for their out
standing leadership and teamwork during the evaluation: SFC Larry Howard, SPC Yolanda 
Robinson and PV2 Ayesha Williamson by the certified food evaluators. SPC Kao Seachao was 
also recognized for his outstanding performance during the evaluation. Above, the Pegasus Inn as . 
a whole received a plaque of appreciation from the Connelly team. 

Rucker Recognizes Instructors of the Year 
The U.S. Army Aviation Center of Excellence recognized seven instructors for their outstanding 
contributions to training during the 2008 Instructors of the Year ceremony held Nov. 13 at Fort 
Rucker, Ala . CPT Travis Taylor received the Officer Academic Instructor award. He teaches air 
assault helicopter and stability operations for the Aviation Captains Career Course under Co. A, 
1st Bn. , 145th Avn. Regt. CW4 Jeffrey Ylitalo received the Warrant Officer Academic Instructor 
award. He teaches communication skills, Army battle command system, aviation mission planning 
system, military decision-making process and aviation operations for the Warrant Officer 
Advanced Course, 1-145th Avn. CW3 David Kober received the Officer Instructor-Pilot award. 
He teaches basic combat skills in the Flight School XXI UH-60 Black Hawk course for the 1-212th 
Avn. SSG Kenneth LaFrance received the Noncommissioned Officer Flight Instructor award. He 
teaches internal and external loading operations, in-flight duties and fratricide prevention for the 
flight engineer instructor course, Co. B, 1-223rd Avn. SSG John Jordan received the NCO 
Academic Instructor award. He teaches gravitational forces, aviation protective equipment, toxi
cology, stress and fatigue, and domestic support operations for initial entry rotary wing , flight 
medic and flight surgeon courses. Steven Mulcahy received the Civilian Instructor-Pilot award. 
He is a UH-60 instruments, systems and aerodynamics instructor-pilot with Co. E, 1-212th Avn. 
Charles Perry received the Civilian Academic Instructor award. He teaches weather, navigation
al aids, emergencies, federal aviation regulations and other air traffic control subjects for 
Headquarters Co., 1-13th Avn . Pictured here from lefl: Taylor, Ylitalo, Kober, LaFrance, Jordan, 
Mulcahy and Perry. 
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SPOTLIGHT 

RI Guardsman Marks 20,000 Flight Hours 
A Rhode Island Army National Guardsman set a 
personal best in total flight time on landing his 
C-12 Huron at the AI Udeid Air Base in Qatar on 
Oct. 15. CW5 Thomas J. Magnan, above, com
pleted 20,000 hours of flight time during a 1.7 
hour flight from Ali AI Salem AB in Kuwait, the 
exact amount of time needed for the milestone. 
Magnan, from Warwick, is the commander of 
the 10-man Detachment 23 of the Operational 
Support Airlift. Magnan joined the Army in July 
1968, completing the warrant officer rotary wing 
aviator course in 1969 and serving a combat 
tour in Vietnam with the 57th Assault Helicopter 
Co. (Gladiators) from 1969 to 1970. He joined 
the R.I. Guard in January 1971 and has served 
as the aircraft maintenance officer, a standard
ization instructor pilot, instrument flight examin
er and safety officer. Magnan has accumulated 
16,000 hours of military flight time, including 
more than ·1 ,500 combat hours. He has flown 
over 50 different aircraft and holds airline trans
port pilot certificates for fixed and rotary wing 
aircraft with ratings in the Boeing 727, Shorts 
330/360, Cessna 500 and the Bell 205. 

Longbow Maintainer "Knighted" 
The Army's elite Golden Knights parachute 
demonstration team "knighted" 12 new sky
divers into its ranks, including one aviation 
warfighter, during an Oct. 31 ceremony at Fort 
Bragg, N.C. SGT Ryan Bonham, an aviation 
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PEOPLE ON THE MOVE 
maintainer with the 82nd Cbt. Avn. Bde., earned 
a position with the GK after enduring two 
months of training and assessment with 19 other 
candidates. Ryan, who hails frorn Houston, 
Texas, is a "15Y" AH-64D attack helicopter arma
ment, avionics and electronics technician former
ly with Co. D, 1st Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt. at Fort 
Bragg. He began skydiving over 5-years ago just 
before joining the Army and has more than 600 
jumps. Ryan joins one of the two demonstration 
teams as a jumper for the next four years; repre
senting the Army to millions of Americans at hun
dreds of public events annually. The GK team 
has 90 members, 42 are demonstration jumpers, 
and the rest are administrative staff, pilots, 
mechanics and riggers in a support role. 

Kimbrough Makes First Space Flight 
Astronaut LTC Robert S. "Shane" Kimbrough, 
the Army's newest astronauts, completed his 
first space flight Nov. 30 when space shuttle 
Endeavour's STS-126 mission returned to Earth 
touching down at 3:26:p.m. at Edwards Air 
Force Base, Calif. Kimbrough, a mission spe
cialist on the seven member crew, launched at 
6:55 p.m. Nov. 14 from pad 39A at NASA's 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida to the 
International Space Station. Endeavour's mis
sion brought up astronaut Sandra Magnus to 
replace returning Greg Chamitoff, who spent 
183 days aloft. The mission also delivered and 
installed equipment to expand the ISS crew size 
to six people in 2009. On Nov. 18, the crew got 
its wakeup call with the song "City of Blinding 
Lights" by U2, played for Kimbrough. During the 
15 day, 20 hour and 34 minute mission which 
traveled 6,615,109 miles, Kimbrough helped to 
deploy a small Pico satellite solar cell test-bed. 
He supported four space walks, making two 
walks himself Nov. 20 and 24 to repair and ser
vice rotating joints for the station's giant solar 
arrays, install a multi-layer insulation blanket on 
the Kibo module, and install a TV camera on the 
station's truss. Above, Kimbrough gets weight
less Nov. 14 after the launch. He was also then 
presented with the Army Astronaut Badge for 
his first flight 50 miles above the Earth. 
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Far East Partnership 
COL Joseph A. Bassani Jr., commander of the 
2nd Cbt. Avn. Bde, hosted Korean Army Brig. 
Gen. Myeang Hyen Bae, commandant of the 
Republic of Korea Army Aviation School, during 
an Oct. 27 visit to the U.S. base at Camp 
Humphreys. Bae received briefings, tour facili
ties and later dined with 2nd CAB Soldiers in the 
Blackhorse dining facility. Here, Bassani pre
sents Bae with a framed 2nd CAB print with unit 
coins as an expression of appreciation and grat
itude for the bilateral aviation partnership they 
share across the peninsula. 

Aviator Becomes 6,OOOth WO Net Member 
A California Army National Guard pilot became 
the 6,000 person to join the Army's Warrant 
Officer Network or WO Net on Nov. 1. The mile
stone membership went to CW4 Garland 
Williams, a tactical operations officer and UH-
60 pilot with Co. A, 7th Bn., 158th Avn. Regt., in 
Victorville. By becoming a WO Net member, 
Williams is able to exchange knowledge 
through the sharing of ideas, innovations, expe
riences, lessons learned and best practices, 
which enables members to collaborate, and to 
make better informed decisions. WO Net is for 
all warrant officers - past, present and future -
to connect, share ideas and experiences. As 
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part of an Army-wide knowledge management 
system, this resource is partnered with a net
work of professional leadership and functional 
forums where members can share knowledge 
and ultimately beco.me more efficient and effec
tive in supporting our Army. WO Net is updated 
daily, listing events that cover a wide-range of 
activities across the Army and in joint areas of 
interest. Join WO Net at https:/lwonet.bcks. 
army. mil 

BRANCHING 

West Point Cadets Select Aviation 
Of the 988 cadets of the U.S. Military 
Academy's Class of 2009 being assigned 
branches, 85 cadets (8.6 percent of the class) 
branched Aviation during a Nov. 2 ceremony at 
West Point, N.Y. Out of the 841 males in the 
senior class , 72 or 8.5 percent branched 
Aviation, while 13 (8.8 percent) of the 147 
females were selected for the branch. Cadet 
Brady K. Dearden, currently the top rated 
senior in his Class, was the first to receive 
Aviation as his branch. Cadets rank order their 
branch preferences, which are then assigned 
based on their class order of merit standing as 
determined by their academic, military and 
physical performances from the previous 40 
months of work and effort. Here, Dearden, left, 
is congratulated by COL Casey Haskins, an 
instructor at USMA. 

AAAA congratulates the following cadets select
ed for Aviation. 

Kyle W. Ammon 
Kelly A. Ashton 
James M. Bates 
Thomas L. Beirne 
Kathryn M. Bertanzetti 
Andrew J. Blik 
Jason A. Bogardus 
Christopher O. Bowen 
Ronald W. Braasch 
Rachael L. Breinling 
Ryan G. Brown 
Cristin E. Browne 
Joshua R. Castillo 
Brianna M. Cleckner 
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Sean A. Clement 
Andrew J. Coyle 
Byron L. Critchfield 
Jesse L. Curry 
Frank A. Czerniakowski 
Kyle C. Davis 
Brady K. Dearden 
Derek J. Debruhl • 
Matthew T. Dedmon 
Matthew A. Devers 
Andrew J. Dewhurst 
Brian P. Dunphy 
William A. Eggers 
Jeb M. Elliott 
Andrew C. Ernesto 
Joshua R. Ewing 
Sarah E. Fazio 
Christina J. Fenstermaker 
Davidson K. Fisher 
Michelle C. Fratto 
Lucas C. Gebhart 
Charles H. Georgi 
Stephen L. Giattino 
Gerald H. Gorss 
Michael R. Griffin 
Travis A. Haigler 
Brian J. Haley 
Joshua Halu 
Blake R. Hawthorne 
Anthony J. Healy 
Karl W. Heine 
Daniel D. Hockstedler-Noval 
Alexander M. Humes 
Daniel L. Jackson 
Matthew M. Kalin 
Nicholas G. Kanakis 
Joshua B. Kassel 
Richard D. Kubu 
Bryan D. Lee 
William J. Long 
Jesus E. Maldonado 
Erin E. McQuarrie 
Bryan P. McAlister 
Patrick S. McGee 
Catherine M. McNair 
Derek T. Merkler 
Andrew M. Netzel 
Timothy J. Newlin 
Ashley R. Olds 
Terikazu Onoda 
Jeremy D. Paquin 
Geoffrey P. Phillips 
John P. Polchinski 
Paul A. Proios 
Eric R. Rathbun 
Courtney J. Rehwoldt 
Jessica K. Riley 
Matthew R. Rosebaugh 
Scott A. Rosenshein 
Carlos G. Sanchez 
Blake D. Schwartz 

Brett A. Shaffer 
Joseph R. Snoke 
Philip Y. Sohn 
Gregory S. Stoner 
Robert J. Swanson 
Thomas J. Terry 
Hunter M. Thornal . 
Adam F. Werner 
Kenneth T. Wheeler 
Clay D. Woody 

PROMOTION SELECTIONS 

The fiscal year 2008 Colonel, active 
Army components, selection board 
results were released Nov. 5. AAAA 
congratulates the following 36 avia
tion branch officers. 

135 Allen, Shawn D. • 
182 Baker, James E. 
226 Barker, James T. • 
44 Blum, Gustavo E. • 
225 Carlile, Christopher • 
5 Climer, Charles T. • 
213 Coffman, Carl R. • 
41 Crogan, Richard E. • 
105 Dickerson, Robert P. • 
222 Farnell, Angelia D. • 
150 Fassl, Mark F. 
111 Fee, David M. • 
221 Fish, Charles A. • 
65 Fleetwood, Michael • 
129 Heitkamp, Dean D. • 
141 Hirschinger, Mark R. • 
14 Jamison, Terry J. 
96 Jessen, Frederick H. • 
144 Jones, Ronald D. 
33 Kubica, Scott P. • 
85 Ladd, Keith D. 
204 Little, Manfred L. • 
*240 Macklin, James R. • 
29 Madkins, Lawrence H. • 
99 Novalis, John E. * 
45 Patterson, Mark C. • 
131 Peavie, Barrett K. • 
174 Royar, Kenneth T. • 
16 Sanborn, Scott E. 
187 Shenk, Michael L. * 
147 Sones, Bruce V. 
215 Tate, Frank W. • 
*235 Thompson, John W. • 
74 Trossen, Thomas J. • 
*243 Voorhees, Van J. 
79 Zero, Guy M. * 

* = AAAA Member 
+ = Life Member 

* Below the Zone 

FLIGHT SCHOOL 
GRADUATIONS 

AAAA congratulates the following 
officers of the Aviation Basic Officer 
Leadership and Warrant Officer 
Basic Courses, U.S. Army Aviation 
Warfighting Center, Fort Rucker, 
Ala. AAAA provides standard avia
tor wings to all graduates and ster
ling silver aviator wings to the dis
tinguished graduates of each flight 
class. 

Class 09-02, 48 Officers, 
Graduated Nov. 13 

ABOLC 

Class 09-03, 27 Officers, 
Graduated Nov. 26 

ABOLC 
L T Jason T. Lehr * 
LT Robert M. Kattelman 
L T Erzhin Ear 
L T Michael J. Bordallo 
LT Philip J. Friend * 
L T Anthony M. James 
L T Kevin R. Jenkins * 
L T Lincoln R. Lanier * 
L T Penny J. Matthews • 
L T Rory J. McCarthy 
L T Michael A. McGahie 
L T Robert A. Molard 
CPT Lawrence W. Russell * 
L T Chad W. Siverling * 

DG 
HG 
HG 

L T Ryan J. Cooper DG AWOBC 
LT Marie L. Stockham 
L T Matt W. Sternal • 
LT Brandon J. Archer • 
LT James B. Balloch 
LT Mark P. Chambers 
LT Scott D. Dickmeyer 
LT James E. Gillespie 
L T Thomas J. Johnson * 
L T Anthony W. Morrison 
L T Carlo J. Ocampo 
LT Rhyan E. Paquette * 
LT Patrick C. Rutka 

AWOBC 
W01 John C. Churchill * 
W01 Travis L. Plummer * 
W01 Bradley R. Greer * 
W01 Matthew W. Pierson * 
W01 Jerry W. Brown 
W01 James A. Culbreth Jr. • 
W01 Ruel J. Falkenburg 
W01 Rafael F. Barbosa 
W01 Joshua J. Bosak 
W01 Eduardo C. Chavarria 
W01 Joseph R. Conrad * 
W01 David B. Dewey * 
W01 David J. Ebert 
W01 David J. Elder 
W01 James F. Erickson • 
W01 Norma Garza 
W01 Aaron L. Harwick 
CWO Gregory P. Houston 
W01 Dana M. Kelly * 
W01 Taylor L. Kiel * 
W01 Jon N. King 
W01 Nicholas C. Lemoine 
W01 Jason O. McCuin 
CW2 Joseph V. Mireles * 
W01 James A. Pressley * 
W01 Ryan E. Pummill 
W01 Matthew L. Pursell 
W01 Zachary S. Pyburn * 
W01 Joseph E. Shorey 
W01 Nathan D. Smith * 
W01 Ahmad R. Weaver • 
W01 Robin D. Welborn 
W01 Jesse N. White * 
W01 Daniel E. Whitlock * 
W01 Su I. Yi 

HG W01 Matthew S. Swann • 
HG W01 Taylor J. Galvin 

DG 
HG 
HG 

DG 
HG 
HG 
HG 
HG 

CLG 
CLG 

W01 Anson G. Smith 
W01 Dennis G. Cappell * 
W01 Derek T. Dehass 
W01 Joseph R. Hess 
W01 Corey M. Horan * 
W01 Dallas M. Margritz * 
W01 Brian D. Null 
W01 Dana J. Perdue 
W01 Jay K. Soukiassian 
W01 William C. White * 
W01 Ronnie I. Wilson 

DG = Distinguished Graduate 
HG = Honor Graduate 
CLG = Commandant's List 
Graduate 
* = AAAA Member 
+ = Life Member 

UAS OPERATOR 
GRADUATIONS 

AAAA congratulates the following 
graduates of the Shadow 200 (RQ-
7B) Unmanned Aircraft System 
Operator Course, MOS 15W, Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz. 

Class 08-010 
Graduated Nov. 6 
PV2 Michael M. Denman 
SPC Trevor J. Otto 
SPC Nelson A. Vazquez 

Class 08--568 
Graduated Nov. 6 
PFC William E. Adcock 
PFC Jason R. Berger 
PV2 Nathan R. Grove 
PFC Mary E. Hines 
SPC Chase T. Howe 
PV2 Jason S. Jones 
SPC Jonathan D. Lecureux 
PVT John D. Meikle 
SGT Douglas Morgan 
PVT David Rodriguez 
SGT Brandon W. Smith 
SPC Lee A. Sutton 
PV2 Adam C. Teegarden 
PV2 Nicholas P. Van Houten 
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AAAA Chapter News 

Bluegrass Chapter 
The BGC honored SPC Amber L. Franks as 
Soldier of the Month for September with the pre
sentation of the Corporal Eddie Ward Memorial 
SOM Award during her unit's drill Oct. 19 in 
Independence, Ky. Franks, an operations spe
cialist with the 1204th Avn. Spt. Bn., was select
ed due to her exceptional willingness to assist in 
all endeavors. Her dedication to duty personifies 
selfless service. She performs all duties assigned 
to her in a very high level of competence, includ
ing recruiting events, administering the unit driver 
training program, and her recent establishing of 
the unit's computers to operate the unit level 
logistics system for ground equipment. 

Bluegrass Chapter 
The BGC recognized its 350th chapter member 
and thanked a senior NCO during a chapter 
meeting Oct. 22 at the Army Aviation Support 
Facility in Frankfort, Ky. BGC President COL 
Benjamin F. Adams III and CW5 Mark W. Grapin, 
chapter secretary, presented SGT Ronald J. 
Stafford, a UH-60 mechanic with 63rd Theater 
Avn . Bde., with a certificate of recognition at 
becaming the BGC's 350th member. SFC Scott 
K. Foster, a quality control inspector with the 
MSF, was presented with a certificate of appre
ciation for spearheading a volleyball membership 
challenge. Foster struck a deal with the BGC and 
MM National whereby if he could come up with 
30 new or renewed members, MM would fund 
$750 worth of new volleyball equipmenL(poles, 
pads, nets and balls) at the MSF. The Bluegrass 
Chapter Volleyball Membership Challenge was 
launched and in less than a month Foster deliv
ered on his promise, exceeding it, recruiting 14 
new members and renewing 19 members. The 
BGC plans to host a spring volleyball tournament 
with proceeds to benefit the MM scholarship 
foundation. Above, I to r, Foster, Stafford, Adams 
and Grapin. 
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Bluegrass Chapter 
The BGC honored SPC ' Nathan M. Downer, 
left, as Soldier of the Month for October with the 
presentation of the Corporal Eddie Ward 
Memorial SOM Award on Oct. 19 at the 
Wellman Armory in Frankfort, Ky. MAJ Phillip D. 
Robinson, commander of Co. B, 351stAvn. Spt. 
Bn ., congratulated Downer on his selection. 
Downer is an aircraft power-plant repairer who 
distinguished himself as a leader and excep
tionally hard worker during his unit's annual 
training in July. His knowledge and skills exceed 
all of his 15B 1 Os peers in the company; and he 
freely gave of his time to coach and mentor 
other Soldiers. He accomplished all his required 
duties, then volunteered for every detail and 
extra training to assist in other areas of Co. B's 
training. He conducted numerous inventories of 
tool boxes and shop seis for shortages. He also 
took it upon himself to reorganize his squad and 
platoon storage areas to ensure future account
ability of platoon equipment, making it easier to 
perform such inventories, and boosting the 
accuracy of each. 

Connecticut Chapter 
The Conn. Chapter gladly accepted a $5000 
donation from Mark Haversat, president of 
Robbins Tesar, Inc. , during the chapter's fall 
social and scholarship drive Oct. 22 in Milford, 
Conn. Haversat, surrounded by local chapter 
officers, presented an oversized check to CC 
President Doug Shidler to help benefit the chap
ter's scholarship fund. RTI is a full service 
graphics design and show support company. 
Pictured here, I to r, are: Ron Kwalek, secretary; 
Tom Nicolett, V.P. for Government Affairs ; 
Haversat; William Harris, AAAA's executive 
director; Laura Mazzadra, V.P. for Events and 
Marketing; Charlie Brady, senior V.P. ; Norma 
Nardozzi , treasurer; Shidler and Paul Hoar, VP. 
for Scholarships. 
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Central Florida Chapter 
CFC President Jerry L. Stahl, left, presented 
Terry Lewis, president of Binghamton Simulator 
Company, with a certificate of appreciation dur
ing the chapter's monthly social Oct. 10 in 
Oviedo, Fla. The CFC recognized the BSC for 
their industry support and sponsorship of the 
chapter's October social event. 

Central Florida Chapter 
CFC President Jerry L. Stahl, left, recognized 
James P. Exter, vice president and general 
manager of Metters Industries, as the chapter's 
Member of the Quarter for the 3rd quarter of 
2008, during a monthly social Oct. 10 in Oviedo, 
Fla . Exter was thanked for his continuous sup
port of the chapter and MM. 

Central Florida Chapter 
CFC President Jerry L. Stahl , left, presented 
John Sullivan, senior manager for Business 
Development with Raytheon Virtual Technology 
Corp., with a certificate of appreciation during 
the chapter's monthly social Nov. 14 in Oviedo, 
Fla. The CFC recognized Raytheon for their 
industry support and sponsorship of the chap
ter's November social event. 

DECEMBER 31 , 2008 



Tennessee Valley Chapter 
TVC Vice President for Publicity LTC Jason 
Galindo congratulated the Redstone Arsenals' 
Non-commission Officer and Soldier of the 
Quarter during a Sept. 25 recognition ceremony 
at the Officer and Civilian's Club in Alabama. 
SSG Michael Ross with Headquarters Co., 
59th Ordinance Bde. was selected as NCO and 
SPC Wendy Tucker with the Headquarters Co. 
of the Garrison Command was the Soldier of 
the Quarter. Both Soldiers received the Army 
Achievement Medal for their accomplishment 
and Galindo presented each with a check for 
$150 on the behalf of chapter. The TVC sup
ports the quarterly event and also presents the 
annual winners of the NCO and Soldier of the 
Year competition with a $300 check. 

Tennessee Valley Chapter 
The TVC hosted its 2008 Bob Vlasics Classic 
Fall Bass Fishing Tournament Oct. 18 at beau-
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FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE 

WARNING ORDER #1 

THE 10th COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION (VAGABONDS) 
PLANS REUNION FOR ALL VIETNAM ERA UNITS IN 2009 
The Vagabonds, under the sponsorship of the 281 st AHC, will hold its first bat-

talion wide reunion in Saint Louis during the period of July 29··August 2, 2009. 
Hotel arrangements have been made at a great hotel with very competitive rates 
and excellent accommodations to include free shuttle service to the airport, local 
eateries and the casinos. The plans call for individual mini-reunions and activities 
for individual units. In that regard we need unit level contact individuals to act as 
liaisons with the 281 st. 

All former members of the units assigned to the 10th BN in Vietnam are invit
ed. We have a commitment from the following former BN commanders to attend 
and are looking for the CSMs. 

Col Albert J Fern, Jr., 14 March 1966 - 12 July 
MG Benjamin L. Harrison, 12 July 1966 - 3 July 67 

Col Eugene Crooks 28 July 67 - 31 Dec. 67 
Col James H. Burress, Dec. 68 - May 1969 

Col Davey Stanley, May-69 - Nov. 69 
MGJackA. Walker, 15 June 1970-31 Dec 1970 

Col James O. Hegdahl, 1971 (Full year.) Served as the last Commander. 
Cased the colors and transferred them to Fort Lewis, WA 

However, if you were a mail clerk, cook, door gunner, crew chief, mechanic, pla
toon leader, aviator or filled any other position in any of the 10th Battalion units, 
this is your reunion! Please post this info to your web sites/newsletters, reserve 
the dates, and contact your buddies. Please contact our unit coordinators: Gary 
Stagman or Jack Mayhew to be put on the mailing list: 

GARY STAG MAN 
2525 Revere's Route 
Gambarills, MD 21054 
cooter@charter.net ! 

618-797-1336 (C) 618-806-1765 

tiful Lake Guntersville near Scottsboro, Ala. The 
cool, breezy weather made the fishing difficult, 
but the fellowship, refreshments and atten
dance prizes more than made up for the slow 
day. The biggest fish award went to Gaylen 
Bush with a 5.3 pound "keeper" (pictured 
above). The team of Robert Brock and James 
Howell earned 1 st place honors, Thomas 
Vajentic and John Green placed second, and 
Jeff Knight and Harrison Knight grabbed the 3rd 
place spot. Many thanks go to tournament 
director Tom Geoffroy and his team for another 
successful event; and to all of TVC's sponsors 
and industry partners. 
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JACK MAYHEW 
2021 Huntwood Drive 
Gambarills, MD 21054 
intruder06@comcast.net 
202-1683-1660 (C) 410-562-6791 

DECEMBER 31 , 2008 



« 
DEMOCRATS SWEEP ELECTION 

Sen. Barack Obama (D-IL) won the presi
dency with 365 to 162 electoral votes over Sen. 
John McCain (R-AR). 

The Democrats widened their control of the 
!egislative branch with 56 seats (not including 2 
Independent seats) to the Republican's 40 
seats in the Senate, and their 256 seats to the 
GOP's 175 seats in the House. They fell short 
with their 58 vote lead in the Senate of the 60 
votes needed to vote down filibusters - which 
would have provided the Democratic party full 
control. To retain the independent vote of Sen. 
Joseph L. Lieberman (D-CT) the Democratic 
Caucus allowed him to keep the chairmanship 
of the Home Land Security Committee in spite 
of his support for McCain during the national 
election. 

Currently two Senate seats remain in con
tention. On Nov. 19 the month long recount 
began in the race between Sen. Norm Colman 
(R-MN), who led by 215 votes of2.9 million votes 
cast, and challenger AI Franken. And an election 
runoff is planned for Dec. 2 between incumbent 
Sen. Saxby Chambliss (R-GA) and contender 
James Martin, who received respectively 49.8 
percent and 46.8 percent of the vote, to meet 
their state's 50 percent requirement to win . 

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT IN TRANSITION 
The Democratic winners in the Nov. 4 elec

tions are busily preparing their teams for the 
transition of control of the executive and leg
islative branches of government coming with 
the inauguration of President-elect Barack 
Obama on January 20. President George W. 
Bush placed a national priority on an efficient 
transfer of power to the next administration dur
ing wartime. In response, Obama said, "While 
we must recognize that we only have one pres
ident at a time and that President Bush is the 
leader of our government, I want to insure we 
hit the ground running." 

Some 8,000 positions are to be filled by the 
incoming administration as described in gov
ernment publication "The United States 
Government Policy and Supporting Positions," 
also known as "The Plum Book." 

On Nov. 17 classes began on Capital Hill for 
the incoming freshman lawmakers. 

The Legislative Branch is preparing for the 
111 th Congress to be sworn in during cere
monies on Jan. 6. Then a joint session of 
Congress will be held to supervise the ceremo
nial counting of the electoral ballots and autho
rize the inauguration in the nation's capitol. 

Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-WV), the longest 
serving senator in U.S. history, has stepped 
down as Appropriations Committee chairman in 
favor of Sen. Daniel K. Inouye (D-HI). 

Rep. Henry Waxman (0- CAl replaces Rep. 
John Dingell (D-MI) as the new Energy and 
Commerce Committee chairman. 
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1iiiiiiiiiiiiil COL Curtis J . Herrick (Ret.) 
~ AAAA Representative to The Military Coalition (TMC) 

DEFENSE COSTS UNDER SCRUTINY 
With a president-elect transitioning and a 

new Congress organizing, the current defense 
spending levels are being reviewed from many 
points because of expenses in a time of signifi
cant national economic uncertainty. 

With two wars and other ongoing military 
operations, the Defense Department requires a 
fiscal year 2009 rate of $532.4 billion, plus a 
supplemental of over $100B per year. 

Once the wars end, an estimated 2 addi
tional years of supplemental funding are 
required to return U.S. forces and war-worn 
equipment to effective readiness levels. 

Adm. Michael Mullen, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, proposed that the defense spend
ing remain at 4 percent of gross domestic prod
uct to provide ample resources into the future. 

Defense Secretary Robert Gates has 
warned against repeating historic trends in 
which the nation cuts money for the armed ser
vices after a period of warfare. 

Many will be watching after the inauguration 
to see where the new Obama administration 
leads the Defense Department in light of cam
paign promises and the wishes of hundreds of 
supporting policy organizations. 

GULF WAR SYNDROME IS REAL 
On Nov. 17, the Research Advisory 

Committee on Gulf War Veterans' Illnesses 
appointed by the VA to conduct a congression~ 
ally mandated study, concluded that the Gulf 
War Syndrome is a distinct physical condition. 

The panel reviewed all the available scien
tific publications on the topic, about 850, and 
found that one-fourth of the 700,000 U.S. 
troops in the 1991 war were affected. 

Six of the earlier reports conducted by other 
expert groups had concluded that GWS did not 
exist as a distinct condition. 

NEW GI BILL TO START ON TIME 
The VA has reported that the new GI Bill will 

be implemented on schedule with an in house 
developed administration system to serve an 
expected 520,000 veterans beginning in Aug. 
2009. 

FIRST WOMAN PROMOTED TO 4-STAR 
GENERAL 

On Nov. 14, GEN Ann E. Dunwoody was the 
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first woman in the U.S. military to be promoted 
to the rank of 4-star general. Later in the day 
she was sworn in as the new commander of the 
Army Materiel Command. 

APPRECIATE YOUR SBP 
About 84 percent of retiring Army service 

members with spouses or children enroll in the 
Survivors Benefit Plan (SBP) to lock-in an 
earned government supported annuity for their 
loved ones, which is beyond compare with 
other investment options. 

The SBP monthly premiums are 6.5 percent 
of retirement pre-tax dollars and premiums end 
at age 70 or after 30 years of payments. 

Upon the retiree's death, the SBP provides: 
o The survivor a life-long annuity of 55 percent 
of the sponsor's retired pay. 
o A nearly100 percent government share plus
up, from 24 to about 50 percent, effective in 
Oct. 2008 and now permits Social Security ben
efits to be paid as an addition to SBP. 
o Retired pay inflation adjustments for cost of 
living increases. 

ADVANCED FUNDING FOR VA 
A number of veteran service organizations 

are recommending that Congress appropriate 
funds for the Department of Veterans Affairs at 
least a year in advance of when the funds are 
actually needed to ensure that continuous care 
can be provided to veterans. This would also 
ensure other functions can be accomplished 
without interruption by the late appropriation of 
funds as experienced in previous years before 
the 2009 Continuing Resolution Authority. 

Congress should be pressed to examine the 
large and complex VA budget and to complete 
the appropriations on time - by the end of 
September - as was done this year. In the past 
Congress has been reluctant to make full VA 
funding an entitlement and to engage in 2-year 
appropriations that bind the authority of future 
Congresses. 

Supporters of the advance funding 
approach point to similar forward appropria
tions being used for some housing and educa
tion programs. 

SINGLE DISABILITY EVALUATION TEST 
EXPANDED 

After success with three 2007 pilot program 
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In Memoriam 

MG Charles F. Drenz 

Retired MG Charles "Chuck" F. Drenz, 78, of Sarasota, Fla ., died 
Sept. 11 at his home after a long battle with multiple system atrophy. A 
life member of AAAA since joining in 1959, Drenz served as the 
National President during 1991 -92 , served on the Scholarship 
Foundation Board during 1999-2000, and was on the National 
Executive Board and other committees for many years. 

Born Aug. 12, 1930, Drenz was commissioned a second lieutenant 
in the Army in April 1953. During his career, Drenz served as product 
manager for the AH-1 Cobra-TOW attack helicopter from 1974 t01977; 
then the commander of the Corpus Christi Army Depot from 1977-79; 
then as the program manager for the UH-60 Black Hawk helicopter 
from 1979 to 1980; and as project manager for the AH-64 Apache 
advanced attack helicopter from 1983 to its rollout in 1986. He held var
ious command and staff positions to include: commander of the 605th 
Avn. Bn.; the commanding general of the Defense Contracting Agency; 
the deputy director for Acquisition with Defense Logistics Agency and 
then as deputy director of the DLA. He also served as the commanding 
general of the Army's Test and Evaluation Command from 1986 until his 
retirement in April 1988 after 35 years of service. 

Among his many awards and decorations, Drenz received the 
Distinguished Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Medal, the 
Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Air Medal, and many other service medals and ribbons; the para
chutist badge, the master aviator badge, and the general staff identifi
cation badge. A master Army aviator, Drenz achieved 3,869 flight hours 
(428 combat hours) in 16 different fixed and rotary winged aircraft. 

After retirement, he formed his own consulting company "C.F. Drenz 
& Associates," which worked with defense firms in the areas of acqui
sition management, research and development, test and evaluation, 
procurement, production and product support. He served on various 
boards to include 8 years as chairman of Orlando Technology, Inc., and 
the U.S. Army Science Board for 6 years. 

Drenz is survived by his wife of 47 years, Lillian Drenz, their 3 chil
dren and 8 grandchildren. He was interred in Arlington National 
Cemetery on Nov. 21. Donations in memory of Drenz may be sent to 
Gannon University; ATTN: Mr. Tony Fulgenzio; "In Memory of MG 
Charles F. Drenz"; 1 09 University Square; Erie, PA 16541. 

110th Congress. 

Fallen Heroes 

AAAA is saddened to announce the loss 
of the following Soldiers with 

Aviation units serving in support of the 
global war on terronsm. 

CW3 Clark CW2 Humphreys 

Operation Iraqi Freedom 
Two OH-58D Kiowa Warrior pilots died in a crash 
after their aircraft hit a communications tower 
about 6:10 p.m. Nov. 15 in the eastern part of the 
Mosul in the Ninewah province of Iraq. 
The communications tower was located at the 
main office of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. 
Killed were: 
CW3 Donald Vincent Clark, 37, of Memphis, Tenn. 
CW2 Christian Peter Humphreys, 28, of Fallon, 
Nev. 
Both were assigned to Troop C, 6th Sqdn., 17th 
Cav. Regt. , Task Force 49, based at Fort 
Wainwright, Alaska. 
The incident, which is under investigation by Army 
officials, is reported to be non-combat related with 
no enemy contact in the area at the time of the 
mishap. 

(Information from Defense Department news 
releases and other media sources.) 

tests evaluating the use of the single VA disabil
ity test results for the respective DOD and VA 
disability board evaluations, the pilot test has 
been expanded to 19 installations across the 
country that represent all military departments. 

VETERANS IN CONGRESS WANING 
Although at least 11 Republican and 10 

Democratic war veterans ran for the House, the 
overall Congressional veteran strength has 
declined. The new Senate is moving toward 
only 25 veterans who have had active, Guard 
or Reserve duty experience from 28 in the 

There is a possibility of adding veterans with 
appointments to replace Sen. Barack Obama 
(D-IL) and Sen. Joseph Biden (D-NJ) and if 
James Martin, a veteran , wins the Georgia 
runoff election. The Delaware Attorney General 
Beau Biden has said he will continue in his 
National Guard duties as he prepares to deploy 
to Iraq and will not accept an appointment to his 
father's Senate seat. 

ners include re-elected Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-SC) and Rep. Patrick Murphy (D-PA) and 
newcomers Rep. Steve Stivers (R-OH), Rep. 
John Boccieri (D-OH), Rep. Duncan Hunter (R
CA) and Rep. Mike Coffman (R-CO). 

Re-elected Operation Enduring Freedom 
veterans include Rep. Chris Carney (D-PA), 
Joe Sestak (D-PA) and Tim Walz (D-MN). 

As a member of The Military Coalition, 
AAAA will continue to inform the members of 
Congress and their staffs of the situations and 
needs of the service members, families, veter
ans and retirees. 
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The new House drops by 6 veterans from 
the previous 99 to a new low of 93. 

Six Operation Iraqi Freedom veteran win-
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« 
Order Of St. Michael and 
Our Lady Of Loreto 
Awards 

Armadillo 
Chapter 
LTC Andrew 
Doehring, then 
commander of 
the 7th Sqdn. , 
6th Cav. Regt. 
(USAR), induct
ed William R. 
"Tony" Dukes 
into the Honor
able Order of 

st. Michael May 7 at the Army Reserve Center 
in Conroe, Texas. Dukes, founder and host of 
Red, White & Blue Outdoors Television of Fort 
Worth, was presented with the Bronze medal
lion in recognition for his support of wounded 
service members by providing sanctioned bow 
hunting trips. He has helped contribute greatly 
to their healing processes by arranging numer
ous hunting opportunities and then document
ing the experiences of the recovering troops for 
television broadcast. 

Bluegrass Chapter 

During an Oct. 14 ceremony to promote LTC 
Brian K. Abney at the Army Aviation Support 
Facility in Frankfort, Ky. , BGC President COL 
Benjamin F. Adams III also took an opportunity 
induct Abney into the Honorable Order of St. 
Michael. Abney, who is the S3 operations officer 
for both the 63rd Theater Avn. Bde. and the 
AASF, was presented with the Bronze medallion 
following his promotion. A senior Army aviator, 
Abney has distinguished himself through a suc
cession of remarkable command and staff posi
tions, each performed in an exceptional man
ner. In his last assignment as the 63rd TAB's S4 
logistics officer, he ensured his unit was well
positioned to support combat operations in Iraq, 
as well as across the North American continent. 
While flying in his assigned aircraft in combat, 
Abney also earned the Air Medal for his superi
or performance. Pictured here from left are: 
Adams; Mrs. Betty Croucher, Abney's mother; 
Abney and his wife Janenne. 
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Bluegrass Chapter 

BGC President COL Benjamin F. Adams III , left, 
assisted by Maj. Gen. Edward W. Tonini , the 
adjutant general for the Kentucky National 
Guard, promoted and then inducted COL Aaron 
T. "Tom" Barrier into the Honorable Order of 
st. Michael Oct. 23 at the Wellman Armory in 
Frankfort, Ky. Barrier, then the executive officer 
of 63rd Theater Avn. Bde., was presented with 
the Bronze medallion in recognition of his out
standing contributions to Army aviation. He has 
served as the brigade's S3 operations officer 
and the XO during its stand-up and deployment 
to Iraq. He was the catalyst in forging a four
party memorandum of agreement between the 
commands that the 63rd TAB supports and was 
instrumental in ensuring the brigade remain bal
anced and poised for its overseas missions. 
Barrier took command Nov. 1 of the 63rd TAB 
from Adams. 

Bluegrass Chapter 

The retiring assistant adjutant general for the 
Kentucky National Guard was honored with 
induction into the Order of st. Michael Oct. 17 
during his retirement ceremony at the Capital 
Plaza hotel in Frankfort, Ky. BGC President 
COL Benjamin F. Adams III, left, assisted by 
COL Philip K. Miller, the BGC V.P. for Awards, 
presented BG Norman E. Arflack with the 
Bronze medallion and certificate for his strong 
and long continuous support of Army aviation. In 
a state heavily oriented toward field artillery, 
Arflack ensured a level playing field for aviation 
as an equal partner in the combined arms team. 
He was instrumental in the forging of several 
relationships with Fort Knox and Fort Campbell 
for use of their training sites and facilities. He 
was a key figure in Central and South America 
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missions which the Kentucky Army aviation 
played a role. And he was among the first gen
eral officers to join the fledgling Bluegrass 
Chapter. Arflack plans to spend more time with 
his family and remain involved in several com
munity and professional projects. 

Washington-Potomac Chapter 

Retired COL Robert E. Godwin with the Army 
National Guard Bureau, assisted by MG James 
R. Myles, right, commanding general of the 
Army's Aviation and Missile Command, present
ed the Silver medallion of the Order of Saint 
Michael to BG Alberto J. Jimenez during 6th 
Annual Luther G. Jones Aviation Summit Oct. 
22, hosted by the Corpus Christi Army Depot in 
Texas. A 2003 inductee into the Order, Jimenez, 
the special assistant to the Director of the Army 
National Guard in Arlington , Va ., was honored 
for his continued support of Army aviation. 
During his four years as the special assistant, 
He was largely responsible for advocating, 
coordinating and defending the most significant 
modernization of the Guard's aviation force in 
25 years. The $14 billion released by the can
cellation of the RAH-66 Comanche program 
resulted in more than 500 recapitalized and new 
aircraft procurements for the Guard, including 
the new UH-72A, UH-60M and C-27 J aircraft. 
He also had a major role in the successful trans
formation and modernization of the 36th Cbt. 
Avn. Bde. and the retention of the eighth Guard 
CAB threatened by budget reductions. 
Jimenez's contributions to aviation are in keep
ing with the highest traditions of the Order of 
Saint Michael. 
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Bavarian Chapter 

LTC James Barker, the senior aviation observer
controller with the Falcon Aviation O-C Team, 
honored retiring CW4 David A Smith with 
induction into the Order of St. Michael Nov. 7 at 
Hohenfels Army Airfield in Germany. Following 
his final active duty flight in the legacy UH-1 at 
the Joint Multinational Readiness Center, Smith 
received the traditional post-flight "hosing," his 
Master Army Aviator badge and the Bronze 
medallion. As the standardization instructor pilot 
and and O-C with the Falcon Team, Smith 
helped prepare thousands of aviators to fight 
successfully in the Global War on Terrorism. He 
also assisted with transforming the Falcons into 
a world class, multinational training team. Smith 
has since retired to Tennessee. 

Retired COL Stephen J. Koons was honored 
with the Gold medallion of the Order of st. 
Michael Oct. 17 on the occasion of his retire
ment from federal service. MG Jerome Johnson, 
deputy chief of staff for logistics (G4) with the 
Army's Forces Command, recognized Koons for 
his more than 40 years of active military and 
federal civil service during ceremony at Fort 
McPherson, Ga. Koons, a senior executive ser
vice civilian on Johnson's staff, played a leading 
role in the transformation of Army aviation and 
the establishment of the combat aviation 
brigades. As a member of the general officer 
steering groups that oversaw these initiatives, 
Koons displayed tremendous operational 
awareness of potential second and third order 
effects as he helped to ensure the logistical sup
portability of the Army's new formations. Koons 
plans on rebuilding old farm tractors at his home 
in Tennessee. 
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Potomac Washington Chapter 

Retiring LTC Patrick A. Weber was honored for 
his aviation service and long Army career with 
induction into the Order of st. Michael Oct. 16 at 
the Army National Guard Readiness Center in 
Arlington, Va. COL Garrett P. Jensen, right, 
chief, and Robert E. Godwin, deputy chief of the 
Aviation and Safety Division of the ANGRC, pre
sented Weber with the Bronze medallion and 
certificate. Weber was the chief of the Training 
and Operations Branch under the Avn. and 
Safety Div. He plans to return to Wichita, Kan., 
to Beechcraft King Air and Cessna Citation air
craft for a charter service. 

Tennessee Valley Chapter 

TVC V.P. for Scholarships William "Bill" Weaver, 
left, assisted by LTC Richard Muschek, honored 
Arlie Keister with induction into the Order of St. 
Michael during his retirement ceremony Oct. 3 
at Redstone Arsenal, Ala. Keister was present
ed with the Bronze medallion in recognition of a 
career that spanned over three decades. As the 
assistant product manager for Navigation 
Systems with the Product Manager's Office for 
Aviation Mission Equipment, Keister played an 
instrumental role in providing avionics equip
ment to the warfighter; from initial integration 
efforts on the UH-1H, OH-58A1C, AH-1S and 
CH47D aircraft, then for the AH-64A, UH-60AlL 
and OH-58D aircraft, to culminating into today's 
advanced AH-64D, CH-47F and UH-60M air
craft. Keister's engineering expertise with avion
ics development and integration into combat 
aviation systems ensured effective communica
tions across the battlefield in the past, for the 
present and into the future. He plans to remain 
in the Huntsville area. 
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Zia Chapter 
A world famous balloon pilot and a community 
leader was honored with induction into the 
Order of St. Michael Nov. 7 during a quarterly 
Zia Chapter business meeting in Albuquerque, 
N.M. ZC President LTC John Fishburn presented 
Richard Abruzzo with the Bronze medallion for 
his support of the Army aviation community. 
Abruzzo was recognized for his many contribu
tions to the aviation units assigned to the New 
Mexico Army National Guard. Pictured here, from 
left: CPT Daniel Purcell, MAJ Michael Rieske, 
COL Timothy Paul, NMARNG state aviation offi
cer; Abruzzo, Fishburn, and CPT Paul Saiz. 
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ORDER OF 

ST. MICHAEL RECPIENTS 

BRONZE 

MSG Bruce Snyder 
1 SG Juan Esquivel 
SFC Michael Gunderson 
SGM Thomas H. Steele 
MAJ Kevin 1. Diermeier 
CW5 Michael E. Smith 
SFC James A. Reeves 
SFC Rickey P. Donkel 
MSG Cornell Williams 
MAJ David C. Phillips 
CW4 William E. Gray 
Donald E. Swanberg 
CPT Bernd E. Ringbauer 
CW4 Seam M. O'Donnell 
CW4 Gary Richardson 
LTC Steven M. Layman 
CW3 George M. Logan 

NEW CHAPTER OFFICERS 

Ail' Assault Chaptet· 
COL Clayton M. Hutmacher 
President 

Connecticut Chapter 
John Esposito 
VP North East Region 

Embry Riddle Chapter 
COT Kimber Wille 
Treasurer 

Griffin Chapter 
CPT Joseph Dowdy, 
VP Events & Marketing; 
Laura Mazzadra, 
Treasurer 

Jimmy Doolittle Chapter 
COL Mark G Dykes, 
President; 
CSM Robert W McClaJY Jr, 
Senior VP; 
1 SG Bernie H Ochoa, 
Treasurer; 

ARMY AVIATION 

CPT Peter Wright, 
VP Membership; 
CSM Lonnie Grifin, 
VP Membership; 
MAJ Charles E Lewis Jr., 
VP Programs; 
MAJ Jakie R Davis, 
VP Programs; 
LTC Wallace S Bonds, 
VP Scholarships; 
MAJ David P Gelhaus, 
VPAwards 

Rio Grande Chapter 
2LT Veronica Finch, 
Treasurer 

Thunder Mountain Chapter 
SFC Wheeler Vowell, 
VPAwards 

Washington-Potomac 
Chapter 
CW5 Mark Riddle, 
Secretary; 
CW4 Jackie Koonce, 
VP Awards 

ACES 

LTC Willoughby S. Goin III, Ret. 
Bluegrass Chapter 

CPT Jeremy D. Degier 
North Star Chapter 

COL Clifford E. Letts Jr. , Ret. 
Thunder A10untain Chapter 

SFC Peter P. deNux Jr. 
Voodoo Chapter 

NCO OF THE QUARTER 

SGT Rebecca A. Cook 
1 st QUaJier 2009 
Savannah Chapter 

SOLDIER OF THE QUARTER 

SPC Brandon R. Renner 
1st Quarter 2009 
Savannah Chapter 

SOLDIER OF THE MONTH 

SSG Benjamin Perido 
October 2008 
Bavarian Chapter 

SSG Joshua Hopson 
November 2008 
Bavarian Chapter 
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

CW4 Kevin D. Ballard 
CW2 Raymond R. Bell 
LTC Graham C. Davis, Ret. 
MSG Kyle R. Fondren, Ret. 
LTC Horace R. Matthews 
CW3 Wayne B. Noonan 
LTC Karl V. Stahlecker 
LTC John W. Thompson 

NEW SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Alfaro Enterprises 
Burch 's 
Capitol City Barbers 
Cmiiss Trophy & Engraving 
D T & Associates 
Evilsizor 's Framing 
Tufco Flooring 

NEW INDUSTRY PARTNERS 

DynCorp International, LLC 
Rotair Industries 
SKEDCO, Inc. 
Williams and Williams, Inc. 

AAAA National 
Executive Board 

Nominations 

In accordance with the AMA By
laws, notice is hereby given that in 
addition to the nominations recom
mended by the Nominations 
Committee for those NEB offices in 
which vacancies occur at the time of 
the annual election, floor nomina
tions may be made at the Annual 
Convention, provided that the name 
of the floor nominees appear in nom
ination petitions signed by 25 AMA 
members and said petitions are pro
vided to the Chairman of the 
Nominations Committee at the AMA 
National Office at least 30 days prior 
to the conduct of the AMA Annual 
Convention. 
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Iron Mike Chapter 

COL Paul W. Bricker, commander of the 82nd 
Cbt. Avn. Bde., honored CW4 James Dwyer with 
induction in the Order of St. Michael and presen
tation of a Bronze medallion during the brigade's 
social Sept. 26 at Fort Bragg, N.C. Dwyer was 
the aviation maintenance officer for the 1 st Bn., 
82nd Avn. Regt. Under his leadership the unit 
surpassed Army operational readiness rates 
while increasing their flying hours to the highest 
ever recorded for a AH-64D Longbow unit in 
combat. The unit executed over 1.5 million man
hours of accident free maintenance. 

CW4 Robert Giebner, a tactical operations offi
cer for the 1st Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt. , was hon
ored with induction into the Order of St. Michael 
during a brigade social Sept. 26 at Fort Bragg, 
N.C. COL Paul W. Bricker, commander of the 
82nd Cbt. Avn. Bde., presented Giebner with the 
Bronze medallion. Giebner has been a pioneer i 
in the aviation field, achieving the first success- z 

ful use of the Blue Force Tracker in the AH-64D I 
Longbow helicopter. During his last combat ~ 
deployment he produced hazard maps, mission i 
packets and tools that have been adopted for by -
both the 25th CAB and 4th CAB. 

COL Paul W. Bricker, commander of the 82nd 
Cbt. Avn. Bde. , inducted CW4 Rusty Norris into 
the Honorable Order of St. Michael during the 
brigade's social Sept. 26 at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

ARMY AVIATION 

Bricker recognized Norris' service as the master 
gunner of the 1 st Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt. , present
ing him with the Bronze medallion. Norris, a for
mer has been selected to serve as an AH-64D 
standardization instructor pilot with the 
Directorate of Evaluation and Standardization at 
Fort Rucker, Ala. , will serve next as an SIP with
in his battalion. 

COL Paul W. Bricker, commander of the 82nd 
Cbt. Avn. Bde., inducted his departing brigade 
aviation maintenance officer into the Honorable 
Order of St. Michael during the brigade's social 
Sept. 26 at Fort Bragg, N.C. Bricker presented 
CW5 James M. Israel with the Bronze medal
lion for his outstanding service to Army aviation 
and in recognition of his three deployments in 
support of the Global War on Terrorism. Most 
recently, he deployed to Afghanistan as the 
BAMO and the 82nd CAB's success was mea
sured in the tens of thousands of combat hours 
flown and the thousands of combat missions 
executed in support of our fellow troopers on the 
ground. Israel will serve next as the 82nd 
Airborne Division's aviation maintenance officer. 

COL Paul W. Bricker, commander of the 82nd 
Cbt. Avn. Bde., inducted CW5 David Nolan into 
the Honorable Order of St. Michael during the 
brigade's social Sept. 26 at Fort Bragg, N.C. 
Bricker presented Nolan, who is also a veteran 
of the EI Salvador war, with the Bronze medal
lion for his outstanding service to Army aviation. 
During Operation Iraqi Freedom III , Nolan 
served as the production control officer for the 
1st Bn., 82nd Avn. Regt. Under his leadership 
and supervision, his unit executed over 100 
phases allowing the aviation task force to fly in 
excess of 60,000 combat hours in support of the 
ground forces. Nolan has moved to the 
brigade's aviation maintenance officer position 
and is preparing the CAB's next deployment. 
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CW5 James A. Myers was honored with induc
tion into the Honorable Order of St. Michael by 
COL Paul W. Bricker, commander of the 82nd 
Cbt. Avn. Bde., during the brigade's social Sept. 
26 at Fort Bragg, N.C. Bricker presented Myers 
with the Bronze medallion for his outstanding 
service to Army aviation. Myers has been serv
ing as the 82nd CAB's standardization instructor 
pilot and decided to delay his retirement for five 
years to continue to support his nation and the 
Army at war. Since then, he has deployed once 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and 
three times for Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

A food service supervisor was honored with 
induction into the Honorable Order of St. Michael 
by COL Paul W. Bricker, commander of the 82nd 
Cbt. Avn. Bde., during the brigade's social Sept. 
26 at Fort Bragg, N.C. Bricker presented SFC 
Bryan Nixon, the supervisor of the 82nd CAB's 
Pegasus Inn dining facility, with the Bronze 
medallion for his outstanding service. Nixon has 
provided unmatched support to the brigade's 
Soldiers and families. His drive and commitment 
to excellence has been validated by presentation 
of the Army's prestigious Connelly Award for 
food service excellence. He has also supported 
the CAB during two separate combat tours, 
ensuring to the well-being of the Soldiers. 
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Announcing 

The 2009 ARMY AVIATION HAll OF FAME Award Recipients 
To Be Presented at the AAAA Annual Convention May 3-6, 2009 - Nashville, Tennessee 

~lJr. Pau.l Bogosian 

GEN Rid1lc&Jr(J A. CO(J)~ Ref. 

LTG Daniel J. PefJrosl{Y9 Ref. 

BG Jallues ~t Hesson §Jr'9 Ref. 

C'V~~ K(eifh YoaluHllll (Jecease(J) 

Now is the time to submit vour nominations for the 2010 
induction into the Armv Aviation Hall of Fame. 

NOMINATIONS AlRE NO'V BEJNG 
ACCEPTED FOR 

THE 2010 
ARMY AVIATION 
HALL OF FAME 
DEADLINE MAY t 2009 

(Offici.lIIl nomination fOll'ms along ~vith a list of the CH.ll'll'eJtllt All'my Aviation Han 

of Fall1l1le 111l1lell1l1lhell's can he fmllml mll the -AAAA wehsite at www. '9IU&IJ-a.oll'g. 

N olluillafll((])lls llU1LllSt 1be receiveJ ill the 

AAAA Nafllollllal Office Oll or 1before May 19 2009 

AAAA National Office - 755 Main Street, Suite 4D, Monroe, CT 06468-2830 
Tel (203) 268-2450 Fax ( 203) 268-5870 
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NEW MEMBERS 

Air Assault Chapter SSG Glenn A. Cartwright Daniel R. Dzivi Rosiland Walker 
CW3 Brett R. Blair, Ret. SPC Nathan M. Downer SSG Michael P. Waite, Ret. University of North Dakota 
LTC Darrell E. Crawford, Ret. SPC Amber L. Franks Phantom Corps Chapter Chapter 
SPC Nathan A. Davis SPC Steve L. Hartman SSG Dennis S. Bryon CDT Cameron B. Martin 
CPL Lionel F. Mercader-Allen SPC Michael L. Holt MAJ Dale W. Burbank Volunteer Chapter 
WOl Elizabeth A. Vogt SGT Christopher L. Morris SGM Gary L. Durant lLT Daniel T. Shumate 
Arizona Chapter SPC David A. Piccirillo CW2 Geoff Horvath Voodoo Chapter 
CPT Stephen R. Sellaro SGT Chris M. Ralston CPT Jacob D. Huber CW3 Chad J. Devillier 
Armadillo Chapter 2LT Brian D. Stoops SFCRogerJ. Kennedy CW4 Robert I. Grapp, Jr. 
LTC Robert O. Rose, Ret. SGT Robert L. Unger CPT Russell J. Nelson PFC Byron D. Masters 
Aviation Center Chapter SGT Kenneth L. Varble lSG Michael C. Pyles SGT LaToya N. Relish 
Mr. William E. Alley SGT Jacob M. White CW2 John R. Russell PFC Gregory M. Sagram 
WOl thomas A. Baker Central Florida Chapter CPT Orrin G. Stitt CW4 Bryan J. Stokes 
WOl James M. Boggs Bruce W. Buckley CW2 Charles A. Yows CW4 Milton E. Suggs 
WOl Andrew L. Brown Lance Shapiro Rio Grande Chapter Washington-Potomac Chapter 
lLTWiliiam H. Brown lSG Scott R. Thompson, Ret. Jorge A. Garcia SGT Robert L. Caudill 
WOl Jason C. Calvert Colonial Virginia Chapter CW2 Gregory J. Hembree, Ret. CW4 Dennis M. Patterson, Ret. 
2L T Michael J. DeGroff SFC Andrew J. Bauch Savannah Chapter Daniel J. Stelzer 
WOl Brian A. Dude Connecticut Chapter SFC Leslie C. Jones Wright Brothers Chapter 
SFC William F. Ford Sr. Mr. John T. Goodrich Tennessee Valley Chapter CW5 Brad E. Anspaugh 
David J. F rish Corpus Christi Chapter Debra Antill CW2 Scott J. Bostic 
Ms. Katherine J. Garrick Alex Huerta Charles S. Basham CSM Kim L. Stangelo 
WOl Alden K. Glassey Wayne C. McConley Robert D. Boswell No Chapter Affiliation 
WOl Matthew J. Grove Vanessa D. Tromm Larry Boykin MAJ Wayne H. Beard, Ret. 
WOl Scott S. Hamilton Cowboy Chapter Michael W. Broom SPC Stephen E. Beasley 
TSgt Luke M. Henderson CW5 Carl M. Tafoya, Ret. MAJ Sean Donahue Anthony R. Bown 
WOl Christopher W. Higgins CW2 Michael A. Turner John C. Heikkinen SFC Benford O. Byrd, Ret. 
WOl Michael M. Hughes Delaware Valley Chapter Jeff Knight LTC Richard H. Dahlman 
TSgt Michael I. Janis Arnold N. Feineman Julie A. Kress CW5 William J. Outlaw, Ret. 
TSgt Nolan J. Larson J. Brett Reedy Gordon Lawson CW3 Charles W. Overby, Jr. 
SGT Marcus C. May Flying Tigers Chapter Randall L. Phillips SSG Jason A. Pennington 
WOl Daniel L. Peoples CW2 Brett M. Oldfather Jamie D. Reliford Michael A. Pepin 
CW5 Jeffrey A. Reichard Greater Atlanta Chapter Timothy E. Reliford CW4 Randall R. Teague 
SFC Jeffrey R. Wright SPC Bobby G. Bowlin, Jr. Joseph R. Scroggins SPC Marshall B. Wallace 
Big Red One Chapter Major Greg Henry, Ret. Thomas D. Thomas lLT Dianna L. Wynns 
SGT Zachary D. Bass COL Charles S. Keller, Ret. SFC Quintin E. Thompson, Ret. 
SFC Brian S. Blomberg 2LT Abraham E. Owen 
CW2 Scott J. Bostic Griffin Chapter 
SPC Christopher R. Chezem 1 SG Ronald D. Schlangen 
1 SG Edward A. Dossett Idaho Snake River Chapter 
MSG Joseph R. Frasier MAJ Raymond K. Anderson 
WOl Robert J. Freeman, III MAJ Robert J. Fredricks, Ret. 
MAJ James J. Godfrey Iron Mike Chapter 
WOl Alison M. Hagar CW4 Richard E. Patterson 
CPT Chong Y. Lee SGT Crystal J. Phillips Anenlion AUA Members! SPC Jeremy A. Martin CPT Jason B. Yenrick 
SGT Steven J. Massey Keystone Chapter 
CW4 Mark P. Mata CW4 Joseph W. Sandbakken Send us vour e-mail address CSM Donald E. Wright Monmouth Chapter 
Black Knights Chapter LTG Marc C. Demarest (especially your AKO account) 
COT Zoar Z. Morales Morning Calm Chapter 
Bluegrass Chapter CW2 Jose L. Maldonado Jr. 
PV2 Andrew R. Barrett CW3 Sean M. Peete Send to the AAAA National Office e-mail: 
SGT Adam L. Bowser North Star Chapter 
Ronald C. Brandenburg Jeffrey K. Evanson 
Olivia L. Brittain North Texas Chapter 
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« 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

JANUARY 2009 
Jan 7 - 9 

Jan 23 

Jan 24 

Jan 26 - 30 

AUSA Aviation Symposium, Hyatt Regency 
Crystal City, Arlington, VA 
AAAA SFI Executive Committee Meeting, 
NGRC Arlington, VA 
AAAA National Awards Committee Meeting, 
NGRC Arlington, VA 
Aviation Senior Leaders Conference, 
Fort Rucker, AL 

FEBRUARY 2009 
Feb 11 -12 

Feb 22 - 24 

Joseph P. Cribbins Product Support 
Symposium, Huntsville, AL 
Heli·Expo 2009, Anaheim, CA 

MAY 2009 
May 3 - 6 AAAA Annual Convention, Nashville, TN 
May 27 - 29 AHS Annual Forum, Grapevine, TX 

AVIATION PRODUCT 
SUPPORT 

FUTURE OF ARMY 
AVIATION 

TECHNOLOGIES 

PROJECT MANAGER 
HARDWARE UPDATES 

r-----~-----~~~----~---~-~--~----------~-~---~--~----~----------~ 
ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA 

755 Main Street, Suite 4D, Monroe, CT 06468-2830 
203-268-2450, Fax 203-268-5870, Web www.quad-a.org 

UNITED STATES ARMY WARRANT OFFICERS ASSOCIATION 

SIMULTANEOUS MEMBERSHIP FORM 
AAAA Membership Place "X" in appropriate box 

D New D Rejoin D Renew D Data Change D Life 
USAWOA Membership Place "X" in appropriate box 

D New D Rejoin D Renew D Data Change D Life 
PURPOSE: To maintain organizational records. Used by national. region. and chapter officers. office staff and 
members (I'/hen approved) to generate mailing lists.chapter and region rosters. etc. Failure to furnish information 
may result in members not recei~ng the Monthly Magazine. ballots. letters and other correspondence of impor
tance to the membership. Incorrect information may result in erroneous computation of statistical & financial 
reports andlor credit for prior membership. 

MEMBERSHIP DATABASE INFORMATION 

CURRENT STATUS Place "X" in appropriate box 
D Active Army D ARNG' D USAR' D Retired D Former Warrant Officer 
D Associate (all others) 'AGR please check ARNG or USAR D Male D Female 

CERTIFICATIONS Place "X" in appropriate box 
D I HOLD a Warrant issued to me by the Secretary of the Army 
D I HAVE HELD a Warrant issued to me by the Secretary of the Army (If NO 

check Associate above) 
D I AM D I AM NOT entitled to wear several National Defense Medals 

Last five diqits of your SSN: ___ Rank: __ MOS: __ Branch: ___ TERM OF MEMBERSHIP Place "X" in appropriate box - only one dues category please 
(Last 5 digits oTSSN is used to identify you & is used for your member number. It is not released to anyone for D INITIAL ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP FOR W01s ONLY AT NO COST 
any purpose) D REGULAR/ASSOCIATE MEMBER DUES D 1 Yr $50 D 2 Yrs $100 

D 3 Yrs $150 D 5 Yrs $250 
First Name MI Last Suf Joined Service(yy/mm) D RETIRED MEMBER DUES D 1 Yr $37 D 2 Yr s $74 

D 3Yrs$111 D5Yrs$185 
Address Date Birth (yyyy-mm-dd) D Check or Money Order for dues is enclosed, made out to "AAAA". 

City State ZIP+4 Home Tel 

Unit of Assignment Work Tel' ('DSN for OCONUS work phones otherwise commercial) 

Spouse (First Name) FAX Tel: 

E-Mail Addresses' 
('AKa - us.army.mil preferred)(lf both military and civilian are used, place preferred one first) 
RELEASE OF INFORMATION Place "X' in appropriate box: D I DO D I DO NOT 
want the above information released if requested by other members and/or to be pro
vided to the membership-benefit companies affiliated with these organizations. 
Regardless of option checked, no information is released outside of these organizations. 

D Charge my: D VISA D MC D AMEX D Diner's Club 

Credit Card# (No DEBIT) 3 digit sec. code Expires mm/yy 

CHAPTER AFFILIATIONS (Check one) 

D Please affiliate me with the chapters near my home. 

D Affiliate me with the ______________ Chapters 

D Please DO NOT affiliate me with any specific chapters. 

Applicant's Signature and Date Optional Sponsor or Recruiter (rank & name) 
Simullaneous MemberShip Form 600-DS (Fill-in) (Revised May 2008) 

-------~-------~- -~-------~- ------------- ~-~-----~----------~ 
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Army Aviation 
Hall of Fame 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOSEPH M. WATSON 

ARMY AVIATION HALL OF FAME 1989 INDUCTION 

Recognized by many as being one of the "founding fathers" of Army aviation, LTC Joseph "Joe" M. 
Watson received his pilot's license in 1928 and was commissioned as a Field ArtillelY officer in 1930. 

As a first lieutenant in the Texas Army National Guard in 1936, he had a "better idea" - a way to use 
light aircraft of the day to adjust field artillery from the air. 

Then the S410gistics officer of the 61st Aliillery Brigade, Watson believed the slow-flying J-3 Cub was 
a perfect platform for directing the placement of artillelY fire. 

He took his idea to his division artillelY commander, obtained pennission to test his theories, and with 
his "observer" drove to San Antonio's Stinson Field where he rented a Cub aircraft. Wrestling a bulky SCR-
178 radio into the rear seat, Watson tested and re-tested their ability to spot targets and perform general aer
ial reconnaissance. 

At that time, ground observation and aerial reconnaissance were the jealously guarded missions of the 
fledgling Army Air Corps. 

Proponents of light organic aviation argued that the 0-49 Vigilant airplane of the Air Corps was too expen
sive, too dependent upon permanent bases, and too fast for effective observation or miillery adjustment. 

Eventually, while Watson was struggling in rented aircraft to learn how to use light aircraft above the 
battlefield, the military journals of the day began carrying essays calling for the formation of light aviation 
units organic to the ground forces outside of Air Corps control. The proponents included MG Robert 
Danforth, then the Army's chief ofField Aliille1Y, and LTC William W. Ford, a Regular Army miilleryman. 

But while others published article after article, Watson was actually testing the 
concept. 

In 1940, after Watson had won permission from his DIVARTY commander, he 
got together with William T. Piper, the president of Piper Aircraft, to conduct a 
two-day test of the light airplane as an artillery observation platfonn at Camp 
Beauregard, La. 

In November 1940, the 36th Infantry Division was mobilized and stationed at Camp 
Bowie, Texas. Here, Watson, Piper himself, and other Piper company personnel flew 
missions for 14 days in three rented Cubs, keeping meticulous records which were 
sent to the War Depmiment to document the concept. 

Their report supported what Watson had been preaching since his initial flights 
in 1936 organic light Army aviation worked. 
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YOUR SERVICE MAY END. 
YOUR COVERAGE WONT. 

AAFMAA -Better Coverage- Lower Cost- Continues With You 

$400,000 Coverage $400,000 Follow-On Coverage; 
10 years, Age 50 

AAFMAA SGLI AAFMAA VGLI 

$19.00* $26.00** $29* $144** $268** 
Continues to age 50 Stops 120 days No Increases Age 50-54 Age 55-59 . Monthly premiums shown. SubJect to terms and condrtJons of the policy_ Coverage ends ·Level Term II monthly premium. This IS best non-nlcotme rate class. Rates may be 

at age 50 or 60 based on nicotine use. ** Does not include SI charge for I SGL!. higher depending on individual health and lifestyle. **Monthly premiums shown 

Compare AAFMAA's Level Term I low-cost alternative to SGLI. A great way to supplement your coverage. Unlike SGLI , which 
stops 120 days after separation or retirement, Level Term I can continue to age 50. AAFMAAs Level Term II is a great follow 
on with even greater savings. You pick the amount and the term (5 to 30 years) and your rates never change. VGLI increases 
every 5 years. For over 129 years, military families have trusted AAFMAA. 

No war, No aviation, and No terrorist clauses, 

For complete details call AA toll free: 1-877-398-2263 
www.aafmaa.com 

l/lslIrallcejrolll II /lallle YOIl call trust® ... AAFMAA 
STABILITY' REPUTATION' Low COST ' SINCE 1879 

Army and Air Force Mutual Aid Association,102 Sheridan Avenue, Fort Myer, VA 22211·1110 

The U.S. Government does not sanction, recommend or encourage the sa le of this product. Subsidized life insurance may be avai lable from the Federal Government. 




