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The Block Il AH-64D Apache Longbow will deliver

new and superior capabilities to the warfighter. More
powerful sensors for target ID at twice the range, more
powerful processors for better battlefield awareness
and quicker reaction, a more powerful drive ﬁstem

to deliver greater combat capability to our forces on
the ground. The Block Il Apache Longbow. The

fastest, strongest, most agile Apache ever.
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: =z e The FN Light Remotely-Operated
1977-1982 2002 Weapon System (LRWS) is the

The 30 caliber Browning L5, military adopts the Fi introduces the Advanced first in a family of remote

Model 1917 Machine Gun is FN MZ40 and M249 S0, Reconnaissance and

adopted by the U.5. military FM opens a plant in Columbia, Remotely-Operated Weapon

and variants remain in active South Caroling to build small systems (ARROWS). It Is volume of accurate fire while

LS. military service for more arms for the:LLS. military. compatible with 7.62mm, :

than a hall century. _ 50 caliber and 40mm keeping the operator safe. It
|, ‘automatic grenade launchers offers day and night optical

sights, and can fire on the

platforms that offers a high

move or as part of a perimeter

| defense for high value sites.

For more than 100 years Fabrique Nationale has successfully equipped generations of soldiers,
sailors, airmen and marines of the United States and its Allied nations. From legacy systems like the
BAR, M2HB .50 caliber machine gun and Hi Power autoloading pistol designed by lohn M. Browning,
to today's cutting-edge M240, M248, GAU-21 and the recently-adopted USSOCOM SCAR, FN stands at
the leading edge of battlefield weapons. That's why 70% of the small arms used by the U.5. Military
today proudly bear the FN mark of quality.

www.fnhusa.com

WHEN THE MISSION IS DEFENDING FREEDOM, THE WEAPON IS MADE BY FN.
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Sentry™ HP. Multismission, multi-role, tactical, medium-range UAS. > Versatility at \

its best. Inherent plug, power and play attributes deliver situational awareness, : )

intelligence and other effects when and where needed, = Seconds count. - A

Sentry's minimal launch time equals maximumn target time for operators. /DRS
= |ntuitive. Operating, and training systems are second nature. & &entry HP. TEchNnole o
Proven pedigree of ruggedness, flexibility and service to the Nation. e

A Finmeccanica Company

DRS Unmanned Systems, Fort Walton Beach, Florida - Total Solutions. . TotallRerformance

www.dra.com/sentny
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From The Aviation Branch Chief

crafl systems (UAS) in the mid-

1990s brought unmanned aerial
vehicle technology to the forefront as
an essential capability to accomplish
the intelligence, surveillance and
reconnaissance (ISR) mission,

Since that time the roles, missions
and numbers of UAS have continued
to expand at unprecedented rates,

In the past six years, the Department
of Defense has experienced unparal-
leled rapid growth in unmanned sys-
tems. From 2002 to 2008, the number
of unmanned aircraft increased from
167 platforms to over 6,000 aircrafi.

The expansion of unmanned air-
craft systems will continue to have
ever increasing utility in future Army
operations. Our UAS are proving
themselves in key operational mis-
sions and are embraced by the war
fighters who employ them.

The current Army methodology for
assigning tasks for UAS is to mis-
sions that are dull, dirty or dangerous.

Just as the mechanized warfare and
airpower resulted in a revolution in
military affairs, the introduction of
unmanned aircraft will have signifi-
cant implications on how wars are
fought for generations to come.

The UAS CoE
In October 2007, the Ammy Vice
Chiefl of Staff directed the establish-

The emergence of unmanned air-

For more information on the
Army Unmanned Aircraft Systems
Center of Excellence visit online at

www.rucker.army.milluascos/

or call (334) 255-0836,
DSN: 558-0836.
Or visit the UAS CoE
Knowledge Network at:
https:ffwww.us.army milfsuife
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ment of the U.S. Army Unmanned
Adrcraft Systems Center of Excellence
(UAS CoE) at the home of Army
Aviation.

The purpose of the UAS Cok then
and now is to synchronize and focus
the Army’s UAS efforts with the
Department of Defense (DOD), our
sister services, functional Army propo-
nents and their corresponding Centers
of Excellence, the combined arms
branches, and with other agencies and
our industry UAS stakeholders.

Today, the Army UAS CoL is
manned and resowrced o fulfill the
VUSA's directive and is co-located
with the ULS. Army Aviation Center
of Excellence (USAACE) here at Forl

10

Synergy for the Army’s UAS Efforts

By MG James O. Barclay Il

o g o e
The UAS CoE is responsible for synchronizing the efforts of all UAS related issues that sup-
port current, emerging and future forces - one of ten essential tasks important to Army
warfighters. Here, 535G Adam Jeter with the 5th Sqdn,, T3rd Cav. Regt., 82nd Abn, Div., hand
launches a Raven unmanned aircraft to provide immediate intelligence during a June 26 joint
assault operation with Iragl army and national police in the Ma'dain area east of Baghdad, Irag,

Rucker, Ala.

It serves as the Army's proponent
and integrating agency for all UAS
related issues and is the single source
and voice for all Army UAS strategies.

The overarching mission of the
UAS CoE is o provide Army-level
direction towards systematically
migrating the applicable mission
capabilities to unmanned air systems
by fully integrating unmanned aircraft
as a “system-ol-systems™ on the mod-
ern battlefield and on the battlefields
of the future.

It provides hoth vertical and hori-
zontal integration of UAS concepts
and initiatives for current, emerging
and future UAS capabilities.

NOVEMBER 30, 2009
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The Ten Essentials

In order to create the desired synergy
tor the Army, the USAACE has direct-
ed ten essential tasks to the UAS Col.

1. Develop a flexible, coherent,
comprehensive and actionable UAS
strategy for the Army,

2. Synchronize the efforts of all
UAS related issues that support cur-
rent, emerging and future forces,

3. Serve as the executive agent for
the Army UAS Board of Directors.

4. Chair the Training and Doctrine
Command’s directed monthly UAS
BoD Working Group to inform, sup-
port and facilitate the development of
the UAS Concept Caprabilities Plans,
Capability  Documents  and  the
DOTMLPFP (doctrine, organization,
training, material, leadership & edu-
cation, personnel, facilities and poli-
cy) change reguirements,

3. Coordinate with Joint Unmanned
Aircraft Systems Center of Excellence,
DOD, OfMiee of the Secrelary of Defense
(OS50, and other agencies to facilitate
interoperability and system integration.

6. Develop and implement the
Army’s UAS strategic communications
plan,

7. Represent the Army on national
airspace integration, joint command
and control, and spectrum manage-
ment issues.

4. Represent the Army on the
0s5D’s UAS Task Force Integrated
Process Teams,

9. Participate as required in Army
UAS accident and mishap investiga-
tions, joint UAS experiments, exer-
cises, simulations and studies.

10. Represent the Army to joint,
coalition and other TLS, government
and non-government agencies.

ARMY AVIATION
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Synchronizing Efforts

To facilitate these tasks, the Army
UAS CoE- has several venues and
tools available for networking stake-
holders and collaborating efforts, and
enhancing knowledge management.

[/AS Board of Directors

The UAS Board of Directors and
its corresponding working group is
the most enduring of these venues,

The BoD Working Group meets
monthly on the second Tuesday of
ecach month, while the UAS BoD
convenes periodically to provide
updates, share information and
obtain strategic guidance from Army
senior leaders.

UAS CoE Knowledge Network

The Knowledge MNetwork is a
webh-based tool designed Lo enhance
and facilitate the situational under-
standing of Army unmanned air-
craft systems in a collaborative
environment.

The UAS CoE has established its
knowledge network using an Army
Knowledge Online “single sign-on™
protocol and is accessed through the
Aviation Warfighters' Forum Know-
ledge Network.

The Website address for the UAS
CoE is: ftips:iforums.beks.cemymil!
secure/ConmunityBrowserasp 'id=72
802 2& lemg=en-US,

UAS Professional Forum

The UAS Professional Forum on
the Battle Command Knowledge
System or BCKS is available to
enhance working collaboration and
the exchange of information,

This forum provides an open envi-

12

The emergence of unmanned aircraft systems
has reshaped how tactical ground comman-
ders have accomplished thefr Intelligence,
survelllance and reconnalssance mission
requirements, Here, SGT Donald Malvin, left,
and SPC Stephen Cantrell prepare to launch
a Shadow UAS from Camp Taji to fly on a
June 26 1SR mission nerth of the Iragi capital
in support of the Multi-National Division-
Baghdad,

ronment for the professional discus-
sion of aviation and UAS lopies.

It can be accessed through the
BCKS Aviation Net, which is linked
to both the Aviation Warlighters'
Forum and UAS CoE Knowledge
Network.

One Team, One Fight

Unmanned airerafl systems were
born out of necessity to protect the
force. As the Army continues to devel-
op concepts and doctrine for UAS
engagement in current and future war-
fare, the UAS Col stands poised to
map these capabilities and integrate
their intrinsic ability to suppoirt the
warfighter,

It is the integrating hub for all UAS
related activities for the Army.

With the strong commitment of the
Army and the Army's UAS propo-
nent, the UAS CoE is prepared to pro-
vide the synergy for the realization of
the full potential of these systems
within the current and future battle
space.

I urge esch of you to learn more
about the UAS CoE and become an
active participant in our Army avia-
tion and unmanned aircrall systems
issues.

Your knowledge and understanding
helps us all become maore effective in
our day-to-day missions.

Above the Best!

g

MG Janes . Barelay I is the
Aviation branch chief and the com-
manding general of the US. Army
Aviation Center of Excellence and
Fort Rucker, Ala.
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JOINT SERVICES INTEROPERABILITY
FOR MULTIPLE UNMANNED AIRCRAFT

AAl's Universal Ground Control Station (UGCS) architecture is the preferred
solution for LS. joint servicés reguirements for simultanecus mission control
of multiple unmanned aircraft.

The UGCS is the next generation of proven One System ground contral station
technolegy in combat today with LS. Army, Army National Guard, and Marine
Corps unmanned aircraft systems. One System Is the only ground control
station currently supporting mult|ple unmanned aircraft of varous military
branches.

Plus, the network-centric UGCS already meets LS. Army and joint services
interoperability requirements and C4I15K unmanned aircraft systems joint
information exchange capabilities,

Ta learn mare, go to aaicorp.com/universal or call 1-800-655-2616.

aaicorp.com

£ 2008 AR Corponation. All iigis reserrod, AA] i an operaling Und of Sealion Systenta, B Fetion Inc. (NYED: THT) coergany
A regiatered badenar, o AR Corpurrtion. One Syalem & & regatered badenark of the U3, Ay,




CHECK. CHECK. CHECK.

COMPLETE

Hovered atran altitude of 6,000 fect at 85 degrees... check. Operated longer than two hours... check, All this, while
carrying a 2,300-pound mission payload... check. EADS North America completed testing of its Armed Scout
645 in Colorado and passedwith flying colors. The Armed Scout 645, based oh the same platform as the highly
successful UH-724 Lakota Light Utility Helicopter, met all of the W.S. Army's armed scout helicopter performance
requirements. When results count, the Armed Stout 645 is the only helicopterinitsclass that passes the test

www. ArmedScout.com
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Chief Warrant Officer of the Branch Update

tion continues to expand and

become more critical. We rapidly
deploy troops, supplies, and/or fire-
power to a given location, giving our
ground forces greater reaction time,
flexibility, and versatility.

The advances in lechnology have
increased the requirement to have
highly trained technicians able to
implement and maximize the capabil-
ities of our aviation feet.

The experts in our technical
Aviation Warrant OfTicer lields are
the Air Traffic and Airspace
Management, Unmanned Aircraft
Systems, and Aviation Maintenance
technicians.

These Aviation Warrant Officers are
critical members of the aviation team,
and their requisite knowledge, skills,
and ahilitics place them in high posi-
tions of responsibility right out of their
completion of training.

Competition for these technical
MOS's is very keen, with Warrant
Officer Accession Board selection rates
often below 2004,

The Air Traffic and Airspace
Management (AT/ASM) technician,
MOS 1504, is the newest, and small-
est of the technical Aviation Warrant
Officer specialties. These officers are
accessed from the enlisted MOS 150,

Currently there are only about 100
authorizations in the Active Component
for these officers, but they Rl critical
positions. Upon completion and certifi-
cation training at Fort Rucker, they
agsume dulies as platoon leaders in the
GSAB ATS company and Airfield
Operations Battalions (AOB).

These positions formerly designal-
ed for aviation lieutenants but rarely
filled, allow the increasingly complex
arcas of terminal area air traffic con-
trol and joint airspace coordination
and deconfliction to be managed by

In today’s Army, the role of avia-

ARMY AVIATION

Left to right: W01 Wesley lwerks, WO1 Giac Ly, WO1 Elizabeth Vogt,

Technical Aviation Warrant Officers

By CW5 Jeffrey A. Reichard

T ‘g, :
WO1 Rebecca Pinckney,

WO1 Robert Freeman, CW2 Donald Scholl (USAR), and WO1 Mark Stubbs recently graduated
Air Traffic and Airspace Management and are currently serving in various units as 150As,

those with years of training and
expertise, and have allowed the avia-
lion lieutenants to get back to the
cockpit.

After their time as platoon leaders
150A Warrant Officers will go on lo
later assignments focusing on airfield
management or safety and standard-
ization as part of the AOB or Theater
Adrfield Operations Group (TAOG)
staff, and airspace planning assign-
ments in brigade, division, and corps
stalf positions,

The Unmanned Aircrafl Systems
(UAS) technician, MOS 150U, is an
MOS that continues to be an integral
part of the aviation fight,

Mccessed from the enlisted MOS
15W, UAS techs are part of the avia-
tion team embedded in Brigade

16

Combat Teams (BCTs). Each BCT
has a Shadow Platoon, and each pla-
toon has two 150Us, (W2/W3) with
the CW3 as the platoon leader. There
are over 100 authorizations for 150Us
currently, with more to come as the
Army prepares to field the ERMP.

As we all know, UAS is playing a
major rale in the war effort in Irag and
Afghanistan. Defense Secretary
Robert Gates has made expansion of
intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
naissance capability a top priority at
the Pentagon.

According to the latest figures,
UAVs supply 953% of full-motion
video images that commanders use in
the CENTCOM AOR.

In 2005 UAVs flew 100,000 hours,
maost of it in support of troops in rag

NOWVEMBER 30, 2009
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and Afghanistan. In 2008 the number
of hours in flight approached 400,000,
This dramatic increase in Might lime
will only increase the need for UAS
Operations Technician Warrants.

They will be heavily relied upon as
the subject matter experts in ensuring
the mission for UAS can be accom-
plished as it continues o grow.

Just like the 150A, competition for
selection for UAS Tech is very tough,
with only the most highly qualified
being selecied,

The Aviation Maintenance Tech-
nician, MOS 151A, is the oldest, and
largest technical Aviation Warrant
Officer MOS,

With their backgrounds as aviation
maintainers, these subject matter
EK'!CI'tH now 'I!I'!IE'II'!HE_U [I'IL‘ H]'lllll!llH
tasks and responsibilities of the Army
aviation maintenance community,

With just over 200 authorizations
Army-Wide, these maintenance
experts assist in developing the prior-
ities of aviation logistics, tools, and
personnel, and coordinate it all to
come together in a 24 hour per day
cyele.

These Technical Aviation Warrant
Officers provide an enormous amount
of support to the entire aviation com-
munity. Their daily duties ensure the
seamless operation of missions and
are crucial to the efficiency of Army
Aviation as we know it.

The Army takes full advantage of

their expertise, as they are utilized
immediately upon completion of their
specific technical training. Without

these warrants, the moving parts of

Army Aviation would come to a
grinding hall,

A special thanks to CW4 Richard
Ayers, Warrant Officer Proponency,
and Mr, Brian Swensen and CW3
Kevin Francisco, both instructors
with 15 Aviation Brigade, for all
their inpul and contributions (o this
article.

L
i‘ﬁ i'f

CW3 Jeffiey A. Reichard is the chief

warrant  officer of the Aviation
Branch with the U.S. Army Aviation
Center of Excellence, Fort Rucker,
Alabama,
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IT TAKES ONE
TO KNOW ONE

What separates us from our competition?

A deep understanding of customer needs. Plus, the
know-how to improve mission effectiveness. Reduce
risk. Boost readiness. Increase safety. And cut opera-
tional and support costs. It's knowledge gained from 22
years of extraordinary service to defense industry cus-
tomers. And from the U.S. Veterans who comprise 39%
of our workforce.

Put what we know to work for you:
www.QinetiQ-NA.com

QinetiQ North America Qi n e ti Q

North America

Systems Engineering Group
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tonttorng System

Reliability and safaty begin within the helicopter itself. To keep
flying in the world's worst conditions, its complex components
require constant monitoring and maintenance. And now it's
easier and more cost-effective.

| Honeywel Zing™ for Helicopters products provide diagnostic information
raquirad for optimum readiness and performance. As an on-condition
systermn, maintenance is now performed based on evidence of need. Increasing readiness, Enhancing safety.

Zing™ HUMS and Zing™ Test sensors and embedded diagnostic software actively monitor and
communicate the health and maintenance needs of critical components.

Zing™ Ware and Zing™ Services are software- and web-based programs that collect and analyze
fleat-wida data for long-termn rellability analysis.

Honeywall Zing™. Know mona and stay mission ready.

Honeywell

For more information call: 1-858-679-4140
www.missionready.com
@ 20048 Honmpwall Imternationnl Inc. All ights reserved.



AIT PSG walk Seldiers through "Glass House" training to demonstrate how to enter, clear

and secure a building.

The 1st Platoon is filled with
Soldiers that arrive from basic train-
ing and they stay in this platoon for a
minimum of four weeks.

When a Soldier has been in the pla-
toon for three weeks and has taken
and passed their initial diagnostic
Army physical fitness test (APFT),
they are then evaluated for a student
leadership position.

The cadre platoon sergeants consid-
er those Soldiers that have not received
any negative counseling, passed their
APFT, maintain good personal appear-
ance, display the Army values and
show qualities of leadership.

In the Znd Platoon, the cadre pla-
toon sergeant (PSG) chooses a stu-
dent PSG as well as chooses candi-
dates for selection as the student 15G.

These Soldiers remain in the 2nd
Platoon from week 5 through |1 of
training. 1t is during this phase that we
truly begin to see Soldiers stand out
amongst their peers,

As these Soldiers grow in under-
standing of how the Army works, the
cadre looks for the Soldiers that not
only set the right example, but can
also follow orders and enforce the
standards which they have learned.

Soldiers that reach the 3rd Platoon
are those Soldiers whose training is
longer than 12 weeks. The cadre PSG
tor this platoon looks for those
Soldiers that are professionals and are

ARMY AVIATION

not afraid to stand up and correct their
peers when necessary,

The student PSG at this phase has
conducted enough physical training
(PT) that they can lead their platoons in
PT and receive and pass on all required
information to fellow Soldiers in their
platoon with minimum  supervision
from the AIT cadre.

They can place the formation into an
exlended rectangle and are capable of
marching their platoon to and fiom
class along with calling appropriate
cadence.

Une such Soldier, PFC James Ellison,
a platoon guide for 2nd Platoon passed
his PT test with a 290 oul of a possible
300 and felt it was not good enough.

This Seldier took the initiative 1o do
additional PT every day with the
Soldiers who did not meet standards.
By doing so, he motivated and helped
other Soldiers improve on their PT, at
the same time improving upon his own,

During a barracks inspection, sev-
eral Soldiers failed to meet the stan-
dard; he used his personal time in the
evening to help them gel up (o slan-
dard. He continually went above and
beyond expectations by motivating
his peers to volunteer for cleaning
details and set a higher standard for
other platoons (o follow.

PFC Ellison is bul just one exam-
ple that will make great future leaders
for Army aviation,

20

Developing Students as
Leaders

By CSM Patrick Whitfield

ere at Fort Eustis in the lst Bn.,

222nd Avn. Repl. there are several
challenges to the process of develop-
ing new Soldiers inio potential leaders,
including the “leader-to-led” ratios and
running multiple shift operations.

The primary philosophy is to place
new Soldiers in situations that allow
them to learn the concept of leadership
in a non-threatening environment.

With live initial entry training com-
panies managing Soldiers in 12 differ-
ent MOS, the intent remains consis-
tent across the battalion; however,
each company must approach the
process a little differently 1o facilitate
their shift schedules and student load.

Each company manages different
MOSs, taking on different traits and
responding to different variables, but
all meet the intent and experience
opporiunitics to learn what il means
to be a leader.

The concept of “student leadership”
is key to the operations of the baltal-
ion, Managing 250 to 350 Soldiers,
while juggling three shift operations
with six cadre platoon serpeants, lends
itself to leadership challenges. Rather
than viewing this as a problem, the
battalion and company cadre have
approached this as an opportunity to
allow our Soldiers to excel. The
results have been extraordinary.

Peer-to-peer leadership can be
challenging, but it also can be excep-
tionally effeetive if approached in the
right manner. All student leaders
know they will not be ridiculed, chas-

A Soldier provides overwalch during a
building clearing exercise.

NOVEMBER 30, 2008
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vitdes security.

tised or professionally embarrassed
for making mistakes.

Our approach is to place new
Soldiers in the leadership positions
with the idea that this is an opportuni-
ty to improve, get honest feedback
from their peers, take on issues they
see from inside the ranks, and possi-
bly improve operations.

Most of the companies assign a
student first sergeant (15G) to each of
their platoons — Day, Night-1, Night-
2 and Hold Platoon. Additionally they
will assign an assistant platoon
sergeant (PSG) to squads within these
platoons. This gives each student
responsibility as a 1SG or PSG with
75 and 25 Soldiers respectively.

These student leaders take on
responsibility for preparing physical
training (PT) lormations, beginning
of day accountability, pre- and post-
class accountability, marching forma-
tions to and from school, barracks
maintenance work order tracking,
wall locker inspection preparation,
barracks cleaning, and weekend pass
collection and distribution.

This list does not account for
everything these Soldiers are respon-
sible for, but gives an idea of the
scope of their actions.

Each of these items gives cadre
PSGs the opportunity to step back to
coach, teach and mentor a much larg-
er population, since they do not per-

ARMY AVIATION

man stack breaches the door to enter the bul

Ildling as the remainder of the squad pro-

sonally have to perform the actions.
They influence how it is done, but
are able to actually teach Soldiers

through action and involvement
instead of simple observation.
The feedback received from

Soldiers indicates that Soldier morale
is higher. They feel the communica-
tion process is beller because they
feel more comfortable talking with
student leadership and asking for clar-
ification, or further guidance through
these intermediaries.

At the same time, Soldiers in siu-
dent leadership positions learn how to
communicate their issues to the
NCOs and commander in a positive
process,

All Soldiers have commented that the
peer feedback and peer evaluations have
benefited them in leaming how to be
leaders and matured them as Soldiers.

Maost companies are able to change
student leaders approximately every 4
to 6 weeks, This gives an opportunity
to a large number of Soldiers while
also allowing for continuity and
maturity in the process,

To provide leadership opportuni-
ties to additional Seldiers, most com-
panies have taken on additional pro-
jects that can be student led and mon-
itored by cadre without overburden-
ing actual company leadership,

Some of the more successful pro-
jects have included having a commit-
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A breach team secures the building as the
squad pulls security.

tee of Soldiers develop an “Initial
Entry Training Night” al the Post
Exchange. This project was conceived
by cadre, then given to the Soldier
committee to plan and execute.

It incorporates using resources at
the Morale, Welfare and Recreation
office; the Post Exchange, the
Inspector General's office, the battal-
ion staff, and ends with a briefing to
the battalion’s command sergeants
major and commander.

This program resulted in record
sales at the Post Exchange, and pro-
vided Soldiers with significant cost
savings on items like computers, game
systems, and portable music devices.

The Soldiers involved developed
knowledge aboul resources available on
the installation, within the battalion
organization, and how fo coordinate
resources o make this event successful,

Another company coordinated with
the installation youth center, and a
student commiltee worked with the
youth center to complete an entire
facility renovation - including Soldier
art work on the walls and weekly
mentorship sessions between young
Soldiers and installation teens.

This program has given Soldiers a
true appreciation of the concepl of seff~
lesy service and at the same time the
mentorship program has benefited
Soldiers — by gaining insight as to how
others look up to them, and the impact
that just wearing the uniform can have.

Al

CSM Tod L. Glidewell is the command
sergeant major of the Aviation branch
with the U.S. Army Aviation Center of
Excellence, Fort Rucker, Ala.
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SPECIAL FOCUS

UNMANNED
AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS

——

The early daployment of an ERIMP unlt to
Operation Iragl Frezdom In early August

Is helping to support the operational needs
of ground force cammanders in (rag,

What Gan the ER/MP Do for You?

By LTC Kevin Messer and James Herberg

lot! That is the answer and atti-

tude within the Medium Altitude

Endurance Product Office when
Soldiers and leaders ask, “*What can
vour new unmanned aircraft system
do for me?”

Within the Unmanned Aircrafi
Systems Project Office, the product
manager for MAE (PM-MAE) is
responsible for delivering the MQ-1C
Extended Range™Mult-Purpose (ER/MP)
unmanned aircrafl system (UAS) o
the Army's fighting forces.

The personnel in this organization
understand the need to deliver a
reconnaissance, surveillance and tar-
get acquisition (RSTA) capability that
can provide accurate and timely infor-
mation to operational forces allowing
them to be at the right place, at the
right time, with the right forces.

They realize the need to provide a
proactive, real time attack capability
— by capluring ongoing enemy opera-
tions and distributing that information
to the various commands and forces —
allowing friendly forces to destroy or
interdict fleeting enemy operations,
or remain on  station supporling
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friendly force ground operations with
on call direct fire,

Additionally, they recognize they
must provide a communications relay
capability that supports long-range
operations across vasl distances, (o
allow the synchronization of a multi-
fude of actions, and extend the opera-
tional range of the ER/MP.

“When do | get itd”

The shorl answer is now.,

But this doesn’t mean all opera-
tional forces will receive the MQ-1C
system loday; the system is fielded
within the combal aviation brigade
and is a division assel.

The complete answer, the real
answer, is that some units will receive
some capability now with increasing
numbers of units receiving systems
with additional capabilities over the
upcoming years; capabilitics that will
be retrofitted to earlier units.

This answer is far more complicat-
ed because the acquisition process —
which requires designing, develop-
ing, training, testing, fielding, and
sustaining the system — can only

26

deliver the UAS as [ast as these
requirements can be met.

Much like a major campaign, the
planning, preparation and movement
through the stages of operation over
several years lakes tremendous coor-
dination and effort.

The execution of a major acquisi-
tion program involves hundreds, if
not thousands of people — military,
government and business — (o crafl a
plan to deliver the right product to the
right units with the right capabilities.

The Quick Reaction Capability
(QRC) will provide the lst Cavalry
Division with a slice of a full company,
which includes four MOQ-1C ER/MP
airerafl, two One-System ground con-
trol stations and 17 personnel.

Congress dirceted in April 2008 the
early deployment of two ER/MP units
to Operation Iragi Freedom to support
operational needs; and the frst unit
arrived in Iraq in early August.

As the unit becomes fully opera-
tional, the MQ-1C gives the division
a dedicated and enduring reconnais-
sance, surveillance and targel acquisi-
tion capability with its electro-optical
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and infrared imagery sensors, syn-
thetic aperture radar moving target
indicator sensors, and laser target des-
ignation; and a communications relay
capability for up to 22 howrs a day.

The 2nd QRC unit, which deploys
in 2010, will have the additional abil-
ity to fire HELLFIRE missiles in a
direct attack role as the aircraft are
weaponized.

While these early units will not
have all the capabilitics required of
the MQ-1C system, they provide an
B0-percent solution now,

As full tactical units — with 12 MQ-
1C aircraft, five ground control sta-
tions and 128 personnel — come on
ling al one to two systems per year,
they will bring greater endurance and
improved sensors with even greater
capahilities beginning in 2011,

These other improved sensors include

a tactical signals intelligence package
and/or foliage penetrating radar.

Renuisition Authority

On May 19, 2008, the ER/MP UAS
wenl from an acquisition category
(ACAT) Il program — managed with-
in the Army — to an ACAT I(D)
Defense Acquisition Board program
with decision authority and oversight
now resting with the Under Secrelary
of Defense for Acquisition, Technol-
ogy and Logistics,

The ACAT KD} designation has
had a manifold increase on the regu-
latory and documentary prerequisites
that must be met to satisfy statutory
and regulatory requirements for a pro-
gram of this level.

The good news is the Office of the

Efforts are underway to arm the ERIMP with HELLFIRE missiles, shown here with two
missiles under the fuselage. In November and December the ERIMP will conduct additional
testing, firing up to 16 missiles, at the Navy's China Lake Test Center in California.

ARMY AVIATION
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Secretary of Defense (OSD) has a
vested interest in the success of the
MQ-1C ER/MP UAS program and
strongly supports the Army having
this capability.

The granting of the Rapid
Acquisition Authority helps us to
respond to combat emergencies by
speeding up the delivery of new sys-
tems to the field and was used to
implement the QRC deployments.

Also, with dircction by senior lead-
ership to deliver an 80-percent solu-
tion now, as opposed to a 100-percent
solution that would slow deliveries
long after the immediate need has
expired, has given the PM-MAE
tremendous latitude in felding efforts.

ER/MP Testing

Although the MQ-1C design is
based on earlier systems, there are
significant differences and improve-
ments requiring a multitude of tests.

These tests range from environ-
mental testing to the conduct of oper-
ations, and include the following:

System Level Environmental Test

Recently during January and Apil,
the ER/MP went through the full suite of
environmental testing at the McKinley
Labs on Eglin Air Force Base, Fla.

The test covered various environ-
mental conditions such as hot, cold,
snow, wind, ice and rain, as well as
various configurations such as storage
and operational.

The systems performed well, and
identified issues are being resolved to
ensure the systems can operale in the
environments it will encounter.

NOVEMBER 20, 2009
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Customer Test

In April, a Customer Test with the
QRC-1 equipment and Soldiers was
conducted, The test served as a grad-
uation exercise for the QRC-1 train-
ing and occurred at General Atomics’
El Mirage facility in California.

The Army’s Operational Tesi
Command ran the event with support
from the doctrinal experts from Fort
Rucker, Ala.

The test consisted of five vigneties
designed to reinforce the training the
Soldiers had received and prepare
them for deployment.

The vignettes were [Town from El
Mirage into the Edwards Air Force
Base ranges. The Soldiers performed
tasks such as rcconnaissance, convoy
support, target location and coopera-
tive engagements,

Production Prove-out Test #1

During Movember and December
the ER/MP will fire 16 HELLFIRE
missiles at the MNavy's China Lake
Test Center in California.

This will include autonomous and
remote engagements from various
altitudes and using different angles-

e

TacEvac.

Tactical Casualty Movement Syatom

of-attack, during day and night Mights.

Warious types of targets, from sta-
tionary o moving, will be engaged.

The event will demonstrate the
ER/MP’s ability to perform HELL-
FIRE launches in preparation [or the
limited user test and the QRC-2
deployment.

Limited User Test

Currently the MQ-1C ER/MP is
scheduled to conduct limited user
testing in conjunction with a National
Training Center rotation at Forl Irwin,
Calif., during May and June of 2010.

The QRC-2 Soldiers will operate
the MOQ-1C system to provide RSTA
support to training units.

Eight additional HELLFIRE missiles
will be fired to verify that the Soldiers
can use the ER/MP system to conduct
missile-on-target engagements,

The Soldiers will be reguired to
provide the laser spot for two missiles
fired from a helicopter to demonstrate
the capability o perform cooperative
engagements.

The LUT will support ER/MP’s
second low rale initial production
decision as well as support the Army

EVERY MISSION. EVERY VEHICLE.

ALWAYS READY.

The TacEvac Helicopter Casualty Licter Rack™ allows every
misslon aircraft to have dedicated “tactical evacuation”
capability, Mission zircrafts can now carry two criclcal lltwer
causalities and a full complement of “shooters™ or carge.

The Airborne Litter Platform System preloads into stations to
simplify the rapid loading of casualties, Fitting NATO stations
including CH-46, CH-47 and all fixed wing aircraft, the ALPS
| provides a universal fit for all shortened tactical litter variants
(as many are too shart for MATO sized stations), The ALPS is
also stackable and lightweight for easy storage when not in use,

COMBAT MEDICAL 5YSTEAMMS'
PHONE: ?10.426.0003 | FAX: ?10.426.0009
G [ -0 Yodikin Road, Fayeiteville, Naorth Cagroling 28303
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Test and Evaloation Command report
supporting the QRC-2 deployment.

Conclusion

It should come as no surprise to
anyone that gelling an 80-percent sys-
tem into the hands of Soldiers today
will demonstrate the good, the bad,
and the acceptable, all while technol-
ogy enhancement efforts continue to
ensure our Soldiers get the best tools
available for their mission,

The PM-MAE office and personnel
are dedicated not only to providing
the best possible ER/MP unmanned
aircraft system to the Soldier, but also
to getting the system as quickly as
possible in their hands to support
ongoing operations, while garmering
feedback on what's good and what
needs to be improved.

e s

LTC Kevin Messer is rthe product
manager for Medivm Altitude
Endurance (MAE}) with the
Uninanmned Aiveraft Svstems Project
Office and James Herberg is a con-
tractor with MTS supporting MAE af
Redstane Avsenal, Ala.

TacEvac

A ChEntiy Mare mrnl Mivam
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The National Airspace System .. Unmannet Aircraft Integration

By LTC Trey Kelley

ight unseen means o do something

or perform an act without seeing

the object first. For the Unmanned
Systems Adrspace Integration Concepls
Product Directorate {USAICPDY), “sight
unseen” has a double entendie: seeing a
possibly conflicting aircraft without
actually “‘seeing” it, and in a way that
hus never been done.

The Army’s Unmanned Aireraft
Systems Project Office (UASPO) has
established an office for the specific
purpose of developing, testing and
fielding a system giving UAS opera-
tors a “sight unseen” capahility and

allowing them an alternate means of

compliance with Pederal Aviation
Regulation (FAR) Part 91,113,

The FAR states, in part, “When
weather conditions permit, regardless
of whether an operation is conducted
under instrument flight rules or visual
flight rules, vigilance shall be main-
tained by cach person aperating an
aircraft so as to see and avoid other
aircraft, When a rule of this section
gives another airerall the right-ol-
way, the pilot shall give way to that
aircraft and may not pass over, under,
or ahead of it unless well elear™

For UAS operators to comply and
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integrate routinely into the MNational
Airspace System (MNAS) with manned
aircraft, it will require the integration
of technology, operations and proce-
dures, with cohesive requirements
and standards.

With the proliferation of UAS in
the ULS. military services to accom-
plish combal missions supporling
contingency operations, airspace
needs are growing.

Segregated airspace no longer suf-
fices for UAS training, testing and
aperations.

Currently, the Federal Avialion
Administration (FAA) approves
Certificates of Waiver or Authorization
(COA) allowing limited UAS day-
time-only operations in the NAS for
specific unmanned platforms at specit-
ic locations with ground observers
and/or chase aircraft to comply with
FAR Part 91.113.

The number of COA submissions is
growing and the submission and
approval process is consuming valu-
able time and resources of the FAA and
the Department of Defense (DOD).

The COA method of flying
ummanned aireralt in the NAS s
rapidly becoming untenable.

3z2

The Unmanned Systems Alrspace
Integration Concepts Product Directorate
with the Unmanned Aircraft Systems Project
Office Is working Issues to allow military
UAS to aperate in the National Alrspace
System in compliance with Federal Aviation
Regulations. In the near future, Army
unmanned aircraft, like the Shadow here,
will be able to launch and operate safely in
national airspace with no risk to civil avia-
tion or other unmanned aircraft.

Congress directed researching and
developing alternate airspace integra-
tion solutions in the 2009 National
Detense Authorization Act.

Senior leadership within the offices
of the Seeretary of Defense, the Jaint
Chiels of Stafl, and the services have
called for these solutions to allow
UAS immediate, and ultimately
unfettered, access to the NAS.

The Joint Forces Command’s Joint
UAS Center of Excellence chaired and
sponsored the draft UAS Airspace
Integration Initial Capabilities Docu-
ment (ICD), which was commented on
by all services and now adjudicated.

The JFCOM is sponsoring this ICD
through the Joint Capability Integrated
Development System process.
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Figure 3.

approach and methodology and is
validating a jointly developed process
for GBSAA so it is standard and
repeatable based upon the mission,
the system being flown, and the loca-
tion (see Fignre 3).

Once this process goes through val-
idation and wverification, Phase | of
GBSAA would be considered a univer-
sal DOD solution for immediate UAS
airspace access wherever needed.

In parallel, the USAICPD will con-

tinue working through a rigorous
developmental process to incremen-
tally define and develop next steps,
each much more complicated from a
technology perspective, and lessons
learned will be shared with all ser-
vices working on aithorme SAA.

Conclusion

The challenge to develop a viable
sense and avoid capability is crucial
to the final ohjective of seamless,
unfettered, routine, and shared
unmanned and manned flight in the
National Airspace System.

The technologies exist to realize a
viable ground based SAA system, but
the challenge lies in maturing and
coordinating these technologies into a
robust system safe enough to use for
this purpose.

The Army's UASPO, through the
USAICPD, is leading this effort for
DOD to realize this sight unseen.

iy
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LTC Trey Kelley is the director of the
Unmanned Systems Airspace Integra-
tien Concepts Product Directorate
with the Unnicnined Aiverafl Systems
Project Office, at Redstone Arsenal, Ala.
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AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL

hatisaTAOG?

The Evolution of the
Theater Airfield Operations Group

By MAJ Terry Meyer, CPT James F. Dougherty

and M3G Chad Coffman

Editor's Mote: This is an update fo
the article "Air Traffic Services
Transformation: From Concept to
Combet” by James Jones with the 4ir
Traffic Services Command, which
appeared in the November 2006 edi-
tion af ARMYAVIATION magazine.

Thc face of today’s Army Air
Traffic Secrvices has evolved
since the June 2005 publishing of
these executive summary excerpts
from the Center for Army Lessons
Learned, Initial Impression Report
No. 05-31, Joint Airfield/Airbases,

"The Cemrer for Army Lessons
Learned and the US. Air Force
Lessony  Learned  chartered  an
Armv/USAEF team of eight subject-
mafier-experis to examine joinf air-
Sield and airbase operations, inclid-
ing senior airfield authority (544),
base operations support-integrator
(BOS-1), and airbase defense in both
Irag and Afghanistan.

This callection plan included any
aviation-related safety issues high-
lighted during the visit to the area of
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operations (AOR).

The team limited its collection plan
to joint-use aivfields and airbases
where aiverafl fiom morve than one
service frequently operared,

The US. Marine Corps airbases
and Army airfields with only rotary
wing or unmanned aerial vehicles
were nat incliuded in the repart.

The team used the definitions

Jound in the US. Central Commeand s

ROS-I mairiv to observe the relaiive-
ly new concepts of SAA and BOS-1.
in both the Irag and Afghanistan

40

AOR, the team visited senior Army
and USAF leadership involved in
planning and executing aivfield/air-
hase operations.”™

“As the United States and its allies
transition from major combat opera-
tions fo stability operations in OIF
and QEF, CENTCOM directed that
the airfieldy within Irag and
Afghanistan meet recognized conven-
tions for the aperation of airfields.

SAA and BOS-I leadership were
directed to bring joint airfields into
compliance with International Civil

MOVEMBER 30, 2009
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multi-product savings' on car insurance, saving you up to $5252 And that's in
addition to the auto dividends or Subscriber’'s Account distributions we issue
when we have a good year (last year we returned $445 million to our members)?
We don't answer to Wall Street. We answer to you.

BETTER INSURANCE BEGINS NOW
800-227-USAA | usaa.com
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During the 2008 transfer of authorily between American and Brilish forces, members of the
164th TAOG, here 553G Walthal, left, and CSM Ronsairo, right, conducted an airfield assess-
ment of the Basra International Airport in southern Irag. In April 2009, the 3rd Bn., 58th Avn.
Regt. AOB, in partnership with the lragi Civil Air Authorily, assumed responsibility as senior
airfield authority.

To date, both TAOGs and three AOB
have been deployed in support of OIF
and OFF,

While in garrison, the 3rd Bn.
(AOB), 58th Avn, Regt. and 4th Bn.
(ADR), 58th Avn. Regl. provides the

Tth Army and the 3th Army in
Germany and Korea, respectively,
with readily available airfield man-
agement assets.

The Army Mational Guard AOBs
enhance their respective slale emer-

164th TAOG
-1st Bn., 58th Avn. Regt.

= 3rd Bn., 58th Avn. Regt.
- dth Bn,, 58th Avn. Regt.

- 587th Ord. Co. (ATS Maint.)

204th TAOG (All ARNG)
-1st Bn., 246th Avn. Regt.

-2nd Bn., 244th Avn. Regt.
-2nd Bn., 185th Avn. Regt.
-2nd Bn., 111th Avn. Regt.
- 15t Bn., 107th Avn. Regt.
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- 2nd Bn., 58th Avn. Regt. (USAR)

- 2nd Bn., 130th Avn. Regt. (ARNG) Fort Bragg, N.C.

Fort Rucker, Ala.

Fort Rucker, Ala.

Fort Rucker, Ala.
Nlesheim, Germany
Camp Humphrey, Korea

Fort Rucker, Ala.

Mew Orleans, La.
Lexington, Okla.
Esler Field, La.
Southhaven, Miss.
Jacksonville, Fla.
Smyrna, Tenn,
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gency management capacity by pro-
viding units trained in expeditionary
airspace and airfield command and
control.

Here are the two TAQG units and
their subordinate AOBs. Note that the
active Army 164th TAOG has an
ARNG and an Army Reserve AOB,
and a separate AT'S maintenance com-
pany, while the 204th TAOG is com-
prised of all ARNG units.

The Fulure

As this article goes to print, two key
developments are ongoing which will
provide continued enhancement of
Army air traffic services in the future,

First, the Army Aviation Capabilities
Based Assessment 2015-2024 secks to
ensure that the future force is armed,
equipped and trained with the tools
necessary o fight and win our nation’s
wars. Army ATS has been and will
continue to be an essential enabler to

this process.
Second, the 164th TAOG is work-
ing with Air Traffic Services

Command and our sister services (o
develop a joint airfield management
curriculum to increase Might safety for
all services through improved aware-
ness of airfield ‘best practices” and
regulations, to increase fexibility of
Joint aviation employment by increas-
ing the number of personnel qualified
to perform SAA responsibilities in a
joint, interagency, intergovernmental,
and multinational environment; and to
improve theater airfield planning by
raising awareness of the ATS organi-
zations, capabilities and missions resi-
dent throughout the services,

While this effort is currently in its
infancy, possible future opportunitics
include cross training al Air Foree,
Marine and Federal Aviation
Administration institutions to ensure
our service members possess the right
knowledge before being asked to per-
form SAA duties for a joint use, inter-
national airport landing civil/military
fixed wing and helicopter traftic.

Summary

From an Army ATS perspective,
we conduct small heliport and tactical
assembly area ATS operations very
well. Through analysis and lessons
learned, shortfalls were identified in
our abilities to aperate larger joint use
airfields and airbases.

The creation of the theater airfield
operations group and airfield opera-
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Soldiers of 15t Bn., 58th Awn. Regt,, an alrfield operations hattalion, consolidated at Udairi Army Airfield in Kuwait prior to redeployment in
July 2009, While deployed, the 1-58th Avn. provided ATS services to Liberty and Washington Army Heliports, to Baghdad Radio (AIC), as well

as senjor airfleld authority at Lidairi.

tions battalion sought o miligale
these gaps. Our current engagements
in both OIF and OEF have validated
the concept, which is now reality.

In today’s Army we now have units
capable of conducting airfield planning,
management and oversight — from pre-
combat operations through stabilization

and transition — thus enabling combat
aviation brigades to seek out, close
with, and destroy the enemy.

oo

MAJ Terry Meyer served as an AOR
operations afficer with the 1lst Bn.,
38th Avn. Regt. in Afghanistan, CPT

T AR S

Passion. Commitment. Innovation.

James Dougherty served as an Ariy

Central joint aviation liaison to the
Kuwait Air Operations Cemter; and
MSG Chad Coffinan served as the
NCOIC for the air traffic service
stendardizalion elemeni for the Mulii-
national  Corps-Irag. Al were
deployed from July 2008 to July 2009,

Solving technical challenges to help make the world a better
and safer place through science and engineering.

For more information, visit www.saic.com
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AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL

Product Manager
Air Traffic Control Systems

By Joseph A; Myers and John B. Traylor

LR

he global war on terrorism ush-
ered in some unparalleled tech-

nological changes throughout the
Department  of Defense, turning
vague science fiction ideas into real
capabilitics. With the advent of nan-
otechnology coupled with super com-
puting systems, the possible applica-
tions of these technologies are endless
and boundless.

Some of these technological improve-
ments will have a profound impact on
how Army air traffic control systems
operate within the United States National
Adrspace System (NAS).

Principally, it is the product/project
manager's job lo harness these tech-
nological advancements and imple-
ment new capabilities rapidly, so they
seamlessly interface with other sys-
tems on the battlefield.

The Product Manager for Air
Traffic Control (PM ATC) is in the
midst of an extraordinary Air Traffic
Service (ATS) modernization effort,
replacing equipment some of which
has been neglected since the 1950s
and 6ls,

Our primary focus continues to be
supporting ATS missions and equip-
ment in OIF/OEF. ATS Soldiers have
operated and supported equipment at

ARMY AVIATION

unprecedented  OPTEMPO  levels
operating 24/7, 365 days a year, in
some of the most austere environ-
ments imaginable.  We continue to
manage the PRESET and RESET of
ATS Units going and returning from
theater, ensuring equipment remains
at 10/20 standards.

While priority has been to the war
efforts, we continue to accomplish
our chartered mission of modernizing
tactical and non-tactical ATC equip-
ment to 33 ATS Companies and
Airfield Operations Bns and 88 Fixed
Base sites worldwide. Here is but a
snapshot...

ATC NEAR-TERM TACTICAL
PROGRAMS

Tactical Rirspace Integration
System (TAIS

The AN/FS(Q-211 TAIS is a mobile
communications and digital battlefield
automaled system for airspace man-
agement. It is currently employed in
theaters of operations and is the Army
system of record for both Airspace
Command & Control (AC2) and ATS
flight following requirements.

The TAIS is a High Mobility Multi-
Purpose Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWY)

46

mounied shelter with various commu-
nications equipment for voice and
high bandwidth data transmission, and
provides up to eight operators witha 2
and 3 dimensional near real-time view
of the airspace. The TAIS automates
the airspace deconfliction process
from brigade to theater,

The TAIS Airspace Work Station
(AWS) provides the same functional-
ity as the workstations in the TAIS
shelter, in locations such as battlefield
coordination detachments, static
headquarters, and training cenlers,

TAIS has completed the conversion

Tactical Alrspace Integration System (TAIS)
deployed,

NOVEMBER 20, 2008
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Mission Critical Reliability

in a Voice Communication Switching System
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PROCOM™
Communications
Systems from

TELEGENIX

For over 35 years, the Communications Group at TELEGENIX  For the very finest ATC voice communications technology — at
has been providing highly reliable and scalable woice  the most affordable price possible — you can count on PROCOM
communications for Air Traffic Control (ATC) systems of all  series voice communications.

kind, including military mobile tactical air control and military &

civilian fixed-base air traffic control.

PROCOM is unsurpassed for reliability, performance and
affordability. For a simpler and faster operation, and TE LE GE NI x
uninterruptible ATC service, the PROCOM 2000 or 1800, will
surely meet the communication needs of any size ATC facility. 71 Indel Avenue
Rancocas, NJ 08073
Toll Free: (800) 424-5220
Phone: (609) 265-3910
Fax: (609) 265-3920

www.telegenix.com
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New Training Initiatives-

Mext, several training initiatives have been developed to
mitigate the obvious, and not so obvious, challenges and 1o
tum these LIml!LnLLs into opportunitics. The program of
instruction (POl) at the Western Army National Guard
Aviation Training Site (WAATS) was expanded io include
AH-64D airerall qualification and instructor pilot (supple-
mental) courses.

MNoteworthy was the fact that the National Guard Bureau
in cooperation with the Arizona Army Nalu}:mlf Guard
used internal aviation assets from the 1-285M" ARB,
AZARNG to conduct this training. The USAACE sup-
ported these efforts with DES check pilots, as well as pro-
viding flying hour reimbursement funding.

The goal for next year is to expand the available aircraft
{(AH-64D) feet so that full-up aircraft qualification,
instructor pilot, and maintenance pilot qualification cours-
es can be taught,

In 2009, the Eastern Army National Guard Aviation
Training Site {(EAATS) faced multiple training challenges,
yet turned these challenges into additional training oppor-
tunities with a true sense of urgency. Specifically, the chal-
lenge created by the deployment of the co-located 28*
Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB) which resulted in losing
a significant portion of their maintenance capability and
available aircraft,

However, the EAATS was able to design, develap, and
implement the Army’s only UH-72A aircraft qualification
and instructor pilot qualification courses. In addition,
EAATS also conducted a “beta-test™ UH-60 maintenance

test pilot course, which they have now added to their grad-
uate-level aviation training curriculum,

And finally, to reiterate an important new lraining ini-
tiative that would assign additional Army Mational Guard
instructor pilots to Fort Rucker. An “All State’s Message”
was recently published by the Mational Guard Bureau
seeking support for this vital training imitative,

Specific information regarding this professional devel-
opment opportunity can be obtained through the State
Army Aviation Offices, the MNational Guard Bureau, or
from the author. Acting with a sense of ur gency, the Army
Mational Guard can provide the added training cap’imty
required to significantly reduce the training backlog (ie
bubble), which will increase the training readiness but also
the aviation capacity of our States,

Moreover, the aviators (rained now al USAACE/Forl
Rucker will become the graduate-level training require-
ments for the AATS in the future.

The challenge for the AATS, aviation enterprise, and the
new training initiatives for next year is to build upon the
successes of the past, to look forward to additional oppor-
tunitics in the future, and to continue o refine the niche
training areas of expertise so as to meet the warfighters®
demands for aviation support.

Above the Best!
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Colonel Mark Weiss is the Deputy Assistant Commandant
at the US. Army Aviation Center of Excellence, Fort
Rucker, Alabama.
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may participate by joining AAAA.

photo contest

Sponsored by ARMY AVIATION Magazine,

cash prizes will be awarded for 1st place ($500),
'00), 4th ($100), and eight honorable mentions
of $50 each for the best shots
that reflect an
subject or theme.

Winners to be published in the
magazine and in the Army
calendar distributed at
the AAAA Annual Convention.
is open
& - ! Bl AAAA members
Iﬂ:] at tmu- ::If Er"ltl‘y" F‘Hr*.-::rm who are not AAAA members

Photographs must have been taken during calendar
year 2009. Visit the AAAA website at www.quad-a.org
for complete rules and entry form.
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JOSEPH P. CRIBBINS

AVIATION PRODUCT SYMPOSIUM

“Sustaining Operations While Recovering”

1 The Army Aviation A.ssn%au:m of America
O (AAAA) will sponsor the 36 Annual Joseph P,
Mo “% Cribbins Aviation Product Symposium for inter-

esled members of industry and the aviation logistics and aoqmsa!mn
communities on February 10-11, 2010, The theme of this year's sym-
posium Is "Sustaining «Dperatinns While Recovering.”

The purpose of the Aviation Producl Sympasium is to stimulate
dialogue among industry execulives, senior government officials and
military leaders concerning the support of Army aviation's warfighters.

This year we will have a half day on Feb, 10 featuring a
Warfighters Perspective Panel prior to the reqular symposium all
day on Feb 11, 2010. The sympasium will consist of individual and
panel presentalions with follow-on question and answer sessions.
This year, the focus will be on acquisition, logistics and technology
challenges encountered from bolh the government and the industry
perspaclive, as we balance sustainment, modernization and recovery
in a warlime environmenl. We will also have updates from the

ONLINE REGISTRATION -

CHECK YOUR STATUS -

Commanding General, Aviation and Missile Command, the
Commanding General, Aviation Center of Excellence and the
Program Executive Office, Aviation in addition lo presentalions by
government, indusiry and aviation field and aviation directorate key
note speakers.

The Aviation Product Symposium will provide a unique opportuni-
ty for senior leadars from industry, military, and the govemment o
interact and share their thoughts on the fulure of aviation logistics.
The key objective of this year's symposium will be to build on last
year's discussions on how industry and the government can work
together lo conlinue to maintain the current standard of Army aviation
excellence during an extended period of wartime environment.

For information regarding the symposium, please confacl Ms.
Janice Sanders supporing the Tennessee Valley Chapter of the Army
Aviation Association of America al (256) 464-9191, or via e-mail al
janice sanders@vi-group.com or visit the Aviation Produci
Symposium website at www.cribbinsaps.com.

Getl Immediate Receipt GO TO - www.cribbinsaps.com

Registration Form

North and South Hall (Registration in North HaII}
\on Braun Center, Huntsville, Alabama

February 10-11, 2010

SPONSORED BY THE TENNESSEE VALLEY CHAPTER OF THE ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

LAST NAME : FIRST: RANK: [l RETIRED

TITLE: (FOR YOUR BADGE) COMPANY:

_ADDRESS: = e = :
CITY: STATE: ZIP:

PHONE:( ) - EMAIL ADDRESS:

FEES: (Retired government working for industry must pay industry fees)

]
B

INDUSTRY (Includes lunch and banquet) - 5430.00

AT OUR WEBSITE: www.cribbinsaps.com)

L] AAAA GOVERNMENT (registration only) - $75.00

MEALS: {meals are not included in the government rate; include any guest

lickels you wish to purchase)
L] LUNCH: $20.00 x # tickets
L] BANQUET:$35.00 x # tickels
[ ] MEMBERSHIP - $26.00 (join today and gel the member rale)
Please check if applicable:
| am an invited speaker/panec! member.
L] | am a luncheon award winner or presenter

VENDOR BOOTH (includes registration for one allendee) - $1000.00
(PLEASE ALSO COMPLETE VENDOR FORM AVAILABLE OMLINE

CUT OFF FOR ALL PRE-REGISTRATIONS
ON WEBSITE, FAX AND MAIL/EMAIL February 5, 2010
{after this date on site registration space available only,
£25.00 late fee for onsite registration)
Hotel: Embassy Suites, Huntsville Alabama (256) 539-7373
Code is “"AGE" for Government and “AAA" for Industry -
you must register by January 10, 2010 to get APS rate

TOTAL: §

Cl

| am a banguet awsard winner,
| am an AFS commitiee member/volunteer.

METHOD OF PAYMENT: (we accept cash, check, Visa, Mastercard, Discover and AMX)

L] Credit Card # -

Expiration Date; /

L] Personal Check

] Corporate Check (Please make checks payable to A4AA (Tennessee Valley Chapler)

Tyou are an Indusiry Allendee and will nol be able 1o allend te lunch or dinner and mslead woukd ke @ donalion made in your name
In the scholarship fund for the value of your meal, please check the appropriate box. | am a paid Industry Attendee and will not attend the
| ncheon and or [ dinner, please make a donation in my name to the AAAA Scholarship Fund (Fee remains the same)

ONLINE REGISTRATION GO TO- www.cribbinsaps.com or you may complete the registration form and fax to (256) 464-9291
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PEOPLE ON THE

GENERAL OFFICER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Secratary of Defense
Robert M. GGales
annpunced thal the
President has nominat-
ad Army Brig. Gen,
William N. Phillips for
promation to the rank
ol major general and
subsequent  appoinl-
menl o the rank of
lieutenant general with
assignment as military
deputyidirector, Amy Acquisition Corps, Office
of the Assistant Secretary of the Army
(Acquisition, Logistics and  Technology),
Washington, D.C. He is currently serving as
Commander, Joint Coniracting Command, Multi-
MNational Forces-Iraq, Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Secrefary of Defense,
Robert M. Gales
announced that the
et et k. s
nal rig. Gen.
Walter L. .DEEI'S for
promotion to the rank
of major general and
assignmeanl as D%pu
DirectorfChief of Stal
Army Capabilities Inte-
ration Center, Linited
tales Army Tralning
and Doctrine Command, Fort Monrog, VA, He is
currently serving as Direclor, Army Aviation,
Office of the Deputy Chief of Stafi, G-3157,
HQDA,

CHANGES OF COMMAND

A L i

USAPAT Changes Leaders
LTC Dennis E. Griffin relinquished command
of the US. Ammy Priorty Air Transpor

D00 FrEID BT USH ANBMS MUY SO0 R

ARMY AVIATION

1 _'.- ’ s _'.:_r .*'_._ .|. .

MOVE

Command to LTC Bratt M. Clark during an Aug,
6 ceremany at Andrews Air Force Base, Md,
Grifiin is now the depuly commander of the
184th Thaater Airfield Operations Group. Clark
previously served a5 & professor of Military
Sciance al Embry-Riddie Universily in Daytona
Beach, Fla. The USAPAT is a ballalion size
equivalent command which provides global air
transportation for the Army's senior leadership
aboard C-37, C-20 and UC-35 jet aircrall. Here,
COL Jeryl C. Ludowese, right, commander of
{ie Army Air Operations Group, passes the unit
colors to Clark, the incoming commander.

4th Combat Aviation Brigade

COL Danfel E. Willlams assumed command of
the 4th Combal Avialicn Brigade in a ceremony
al Fort Hood, Texas on 31 July 2009. Piclured
with COL Williams (left) are {from right}, imme-
diate past commander, COL Patrick E. Tiernay,
and the commander before him, COL Donald
M. MacWillie, (1.

COMBAT AWARDS

Night Stalkers Honor Marine with DFC
During & twilight ceremony July 27 al Camp
Leatherneck in Afghanistan, COL Clayton M.

=18

Hutmacher, center, commander of the 180th
Special Operations Awn. Regl, presented
Marine Maj. Richard D. Joyce with lhe
Distinguished Flying Cross for his actions in
support of ground troops during Operalion Iragi
Freedom in 2007. Joyoe, now an AH-1W Super
Cobra pilot with Marine Light Attack Helicopter
Squadron 169, served under Hulmacher while
assigned 1o the Army's 160th SOAR In a bilket
only four other Marine pitots have filled.

T
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NY Praises Returning Warriors

BG Sleven Wickslrom, lefl, commander of the
42nd Inf. Dav., Mew York Army Mational Guard,
awarded the Bronze Star medal Sepl 13 lo
MAJ Jason Lefton for his cutstanding achigve-
ments while deployed in support of Qperation
Iragi Freedom. Wickstrom was on hand for a
Freedom Salute coremony at St Joseph's
College in Palchogue to recognize the conbribu-
tions of more than 600 Soldiers of the 3rd Bn,,
142nd Avn. Regt., recently back from service in
Iraq and Afghanistan in 2008 and 2009, Leflon,
who |5 execulive officer of the 3-142nd Avn,,
was honored for his leadership with Task Force
Jester, a lask force comprised of 57 UH-60
Blackhawk helicopters, B Apache halicoplers
and over 600 Soldiars,

AT P0G Y SR B SR
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38th CAB Gets Patched
Soldiers with 38th Cbt, Avn. Bde., a subordinate
unit of the 38th Inf. Div., Indiana Army National
Guard, received thelr "combat palch” during a
ceremony Sepl. 15 at Joint Base Balad, Iraq,
About 140 Soldiers waited until their 38th day in
theater to hold the ceremaony. Formally known as
a shoulder sleeve insignia (S51), the unit palch
denotas warlime service in a combat zone. The
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38th 1D 351 in full color ks spade shaped and
divided in half length-wise In two colors — the left
side is blue and the right Is red. Thers is a while
interlocked C and Y in the center, which stands
for “the Cyclana Division,” a unif nickname.
Here, 1LT Brian Adkins, right, Headquariers
Co. commander, Task Force 38, altaches a “C-
¥" paich to the shoulder of SPC Katie
Modderman, an avialion operalions specialist.

AENT PRl D ST DAVED OWENS.

DUSTOFF Troopers Receive Spurs

Known within Task Force Palehorse as
“DUSTOFF Troop,” members of 2nd Platoon,
Co. C, 1st Bn., 168th Avn. Regl., Washinglon
Army Mational Guard, received a plague and
each Soldier received gold combat spurs Aug.
29 in a "Spur” ceremony at Forward Cperating
Base Fenty in Jalalabad, Afghanistan. The 2nd
Platoon, an aeromedical evacualion detach-
men, received their spurs for their distinguished
service, which included many acts of courage
under fire. Here, CPT David Lovelt and SFC
Atva Smoot, center left and right, accep! the
plaque on behalf of their unit from LTC Jimmy
Blackmon, left, and CSM Eric Thom, TF
Paleharse's senior leaders.

HONGRS

B

:? /|
i)
Fallen Might Stalker Remembered
Family, friends and members of the 160th
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Special Operations Avn. Regl. gathered Sept,
17 to remember and honor CW3 Hershel D.
McCanis Jr. during a hangar dedicalion cere-
maony in his memaory at Fort Lewis, Wash, Tha
160Mh SOAR unveiled an engraved plague bear-
ing McCanis' image, which is now prominently
displayed near the hangar entrance of building
3025 that is officially known as “McCants
Hangar.” McCants, 33, of Arizona, was an MH-
47E Chinook helicopter pilol with the 4th Bn.,
160th SOAR, who died with seven olher service
members when his aircrafl crashed Feb. 18,
2007 in southeastem Afghanistan. Forl Lewis is
the: home base of the 4th En,

SPOTLIGHT
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Guardsmen Given Flag for Irag

North Dakota Gov. John Hoeven shook hands
with 158G Daniel Marquarl, while unil comman-
der CPT Douglas Larsen and MG David
Sprynczynalyk helped lo hold the state flag at

the Sept. 30 send-off ceremony for Co. C, 2nd
Br., 285h Avn. Regl. al the Bismarck Army
Aviation Support Facility. Each deploying N.D.
National Guard unit is presented with a state
flag o display during their deployment. Co. Cis
a part of a UH-60 air assaull baltalion and the
company is comprised of 10 helicoplers and
crew members, five crews from M.D. and the
other half fram West Jordan, Utah.

AR PHCTD B 307 SLANCAE ADSON

1 ACB Demos Longbow for DCG

MG James Hunt, piclured here, the depuly
commanding general of Mulli-National Corps—
Iraq, prepares for his first flight in am AH-G40
Longhow helicoper during a Sept. 11 visit with
the 1st Bn., 227ih Avn. Regt. al Camp Taji, Irag.
Tha 18t Air Cav. Bde. commander COL Douglas
Gabram wanled Hunl Io get a better under-
standing of a pilol's point-of-view and lhe
Longbow's weapons capabililies by giving him
hands-on expenience in the air. Hunl also loured
{he tactical operations cenler of the 15t Bn. and
spoke wilh troops.

Attention ARAA Members
Stay Connected!

Get the latest email news & notices from the AAAA National office.

Send your email address (Especially your AKO account)
to the AAAA National Office email: aaaa@quad-a.org
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Order Of St. Michael
and Our Lady Of Loretto
Awards

Army astronaut relired COL Patrick G
Forraster, left, ook the oppartunity to honor fel-
low Army astronaut COL Timothy L. Kopra
with presenialion of the Silver madallion of the
Order of St. Michael Sepl. 7 in the Japanese
Pressurized Module aboard the Inlernational
Space Stalion. Forresler was a mission spe-
cialist on the STS-128 crew with Space Shullle
Discovery sent Aug. 28 to the IS5 lo relreve
Kopra, who served as a flight engineer for the
Expedition 20 crew (See Oclober's issue page
51). Recenlly Kopra, who was inducted into the
Order in 1998, was nominated by his peers and
approved by the AAMA National Office for the
Silver award based on his confinued oulstand-
ing service and suppart of the Aviation Branch,
Kopra is now assigned lo the crew of STS-133,
the last space shullle flight mission, scheduled
for launch next September. Hers, Forresier
congratulates Kopra as his medallion and cer-
tificate float weightless next ko him.

Bluegrass Chapter

CWS5(R) James A. Donadini, cenfer, was pre-
senled Lhe Bronze Order of 3t Michael by
Bluegrass Chapter President, COL Benjamin F.
Adams, I, left, and CW5S Dean E. Stoops,
Chapter VP for Legislative Affairs, during the
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Aviation Soldier and Fami-l}r

FORSCOM Aviation Resource Management
Survey (ARMS) Conference in Orlanda, Florida
on 29 July 2008, Donadini was honored for his
distinguished service as a FORSCOM ARMS
Team chief for the [ast several years prior (o his
refirement. A Vietnam veteran, Donadini contin-
ues his service to the Army as the HQDA US.
Army Safely Office Aviation Safely Officer in
Cryslal City, VA,

Greater Atlanta Chapter

On the 131N of October, 2009 at Camp Arifjan,
Kuwait, LTC Bob Brinson, Deputy Chief, G32
Avialion, U.S. Army Cenlral (USARCENT)
(Forward), presented CW3 Kewin L. Kelley
wilh a Bronze Order of Sainl Michael for oul-
standing performance as lhe Awiation
Maintenance Officer for the 2771 Aviation
Support Battalion (ASB) as the unit's deploy-
ment to Operation Iragi Freedom (QIF) draws
to a close. Assisting in the presentalion are the
Batlalion Commander and Senior NCO, LTC
Gamer Pogue and CSM Palrick McGuire, left
and righl of Kelley.

Iran Mike Chapter

IPCT0 N TRSGH AR, 5 KRN SPRONA OPPRNTIONS COMAasMD

LTC Daniel J. Boonie, |eft, was prasanted a
Silver Order of 51 Michaal July 30, 2008 af Ft,
Bragg, NC on Ihe occasion of his relirement
aller 28 years of service. Boonie was ciled for
exceplionally meritorious service to the Malion
in posilions of increasing responsibility, culmi-
nating in his assignmenl as the Chiel of
Operations and Plans, Special Operations
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Aviation (SOA) Directorate, U.S. Army Special
Operations Command (USASOC). Presenting
the award was USASOC Depuly Commanding
General, BG Ray Palumbo. Boonie will contin-
ue serving as a coniraclor for USASOC
Lassons Leamed,

On July 30, 2008, BG Raymond Palumbo,
DCG, USASOC, right, presented CW4
Christopher J. Hurst with a Bronze Order of
St. Michael for oulslanding service on the ocea-
sion of hiz PCS from duties as Mainlenance
Officer, USASCC Flight Detachmenl at FL
Bragg, NC. Hursl 15 being reassigned as
Mainlenance Test Pilol with the Militar
Personnel Exchange Program to the 5!
Aviation Regiment in Townsville, Australia. With
him for the award presentation was his wile,
Nancy, and son, lan.

Iron Mike Chapter

MSG Eric Rosario Ramos was awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal and a Bronze Order
of 5t Michael on May 28, 2008 during his
refirement caremaony al Simmons Army Airield,
Ft. Bragg, NC. COL Steven D. Mathias,

Director, Special Operations  Aviation,
USASOC made the presentation ciing Ramos'
outstanding service lo Army Aviation over the
past 21 years. Ramos' final assignment was as
MNCOIC, Special Operations Aviation, USASQC
and he will remain in he FL Bragg area as an
employee of Navigalor Developmenl Group
dealing with UAS on behalf of USASOC.
Conlinued on Page 69
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AAAA Chapter News

Washington Potomac Chapter

On 2 October the Washington Polomae Chapler hosled a Dining Oul al
the Fort Myer Officer's Club. Prior to the Dining Out, many of the atten-
dees were on hand to observe an Army National Guard sponsored UH-1
refirement ceremony at adjacent Stovall Field. Guest speaker for the
event was Medal of Honor Recipient, LTC (R) Bruce Crandall. Chapler
President MG (R) Rudy Ostovich opened the cerenony which included
presentations to several of this year's scholarship recipients.

&
—l

Washinglon Potomac Chapler president MG (R) Rudy Oslovich presents
a scholarship check o Ms. Tiffany Haugh (University of Maryland) pic-
lured with her father, COL Jefirey Haugh.

-1.!-\"

Washington Polomac Chapler president MG (R) Rudy Ostovich presants
a scholarship check to Ms, Kelsey Fish (College of Wiliam and Mary)
picturad with her father, COL Tony Fish

Washington Potomac Chapler president MG (R) Rudy Ostovich recog-
nized Cadet David Fulbrook (Vieginia Tech Air Force ROTC) pictured
with his parents, Dr. James and Debbie Fulbrook. Cadet Fulbrook, who
won a chapler scholarship a couple of years ago, received one of the
VHPA scholarships this year,

ARMY AVIATION

Letter to the Editor N
Right On Article - Not So Headgear [ "\

The article by MG (Ret.) Robert Dees was spot on in recognizing
the invisible wounds of an emational or psychological nature as
indeed “combal trauma® and deserving of no less attention than
the evident, physical kind. The effective and due attention now
being given fo these conditions reflect a jump to lighi-speed in
lerms of acceptance by chains of command, and help to the
Soldier. However, that fine article was diminished by the selected
photo of S5G Andrea Westfall. All due accolades fo her for her
courage, resilience, and continued work on this subject; but her
professional appearance (herein is unanswerable; she appears to
be wearing some form of the US Flag as headgear. US Code Tille
4 Chapter 1 Seclion 8 d. intends to preclude the wearing of US
Flag as "...apparel...” {United Stales Code, Tille 4, Chapter 1, §
8.d “The flag should never be used as waaring apparel, badding,
of drapery.”) The counter lo my address might allege that said
headgear is just a bandana or scarf; but it looks like the U.S. Flag
and should not be on the head of anyone, much less a US.
Soldier and NCO. Otherwise, fine work by AAAA Magazine; as
may be expected; and Godspeed lo 55G Westiall,

CWS5 Bryant L. Fontenot
State Taclical Opearalions Officer
Joint Forces Has, Alabama Army MNational Guard

FC -0 CFC
Please help the one Association that provides

annual scholarship support to hundreds of
students seeking higher education.

The AAAA Scholarship Foundation, Inc.,
provides a variety of scholarships and
no-interest loans to the Soldiers, NCOs,
warrant and commissioned officers and
to their family members. Your tax-
deductible donalion helps make a differ-
ence lo those looking to further their edu-
| cational opporiunities and experiences.
Please contribute lo the AAAASFI
thraugh the Combined Federal Campaign
: program.
Contribute to #10516.
Please see your unit CFC representative
for details on participating in the 2008
CFC Program.,

The AAAA Scholarship Fuundatlun Iru:
755 Main Sireel, Suile 40
Monroe, CT 06468-2830

Email: aaaa@quad-a.org
(203) 268-2450
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AAAA: Supporting the U.S. Army Aviation Soldier and Family

Lizt Continued From Page 67
NEw LiFE MEMBERS

COL Lowis A, Bonham, Ret.
CW4d William Canon, Ret,

MSG John F. Carew Sr, Ret,
554G Blair B. Foreman

Bradley J. Huhlein

CW4 Romald G, Ingram, Ret
LTC Donald B. Jordan, Ret,
SGM Nicholas Kampl [0, Ret.
COL Richard J, Koucheravy
Niels Merina-Thighaud

Crdell Milligan Jr.

Insitu Inc,

CW3 Randy L. Nielson, Ret.
MAJ Al M. Niles Ir.
COL Thomas M. Walker

Lista Intermational Corp.

Pan American Tool Corp,
Patrick Wolffe Group, Inc.
REC Aerospace Bearings Ine.

NEW INDUSTRY ASSOCIATE
Ahbrasive Warehouse & Equip. LP

MNEW SusTANING MEMBER
All Metal M5,

Order Of St. Michael
and Our Lady Of Loretto
Awards Continued from Page 63

Iron Mike Chapter

The Superior Civilan Service Award and &
Bronze Order of 5t Michasl were presented to
Mr. Michael W, on Ihe occasion of his
refirement on June 29'" at Ft. Bragg, NC. The
presentation was made by MAJ Peler B,
Tingstrom, Chief of Operations for Special
Cperations Aviation with the U.S. Amy Special
Operations Command. Weaver is a fixad wing
maintenance specialisl with the USASOC flight
detachment and plans to work next as a
mechanic with L3 Communicalions,

Narthern Lights Chapter

R PO
" BT

On the occaslon of his departure as commander
of Task Forca 49, COL Chandler “Skip" C.
Sherrell, was honored with presentation of the
Sitver medaliion of the Order of St. Michael June 4
al Fort Wairnwright, Alaska. COL Edward B. Daly,
left, the acling commander of U.S. Ammy Alaska,
presented Shermall with the medallion afier award-
ing him the Legion of Meril for his culstanding
leadership of the aviation brigade equivalent task
force during combat in Iraq and for supparting
operations i the Alaskan frontier. Shemells wife
Lawvi was aleo recognized for her outstanding
support of the command and her leadership wilh

ARMY AVIATION

P B ] AARETAN sl

the TF's family readiness group. Today the
Sherrells reside in Alabama, as Skip altends the
Air War College at Maxwell Air Forcs Base,

Ragin’ Cajun Chapter

Three soldiers ware awarded the Branze Order of
Sl Michael at a PCS awards ceremony on Oct,
1, 2008 at Fort Polk, LA. They are SFC Michasl
Kenney - Senior NCO Observer/Confroller for
Attack Operations, 15G Thomas Barone -
Sanior Observar/Controller for Asro Medical
Evacuation Ops, and CW4 Chris Gunderson -
Senior Trainer/Mentor for Aviation Maintenance
Operations. Presenters, LTC Cory Mendenhall -
Senior Aviation ObserverConfroller, JRTC, Ft
Palk, LA and CSM Shawn Jones - Aviation CSM
ObsarverControlier, JRTC, FL Polk, LA, recog-
nized al three individuals for each having pro-
vided over 15 years of service to Army Aviation.
SFC Kenney is moving 1o a 13G position at Ft
Riley, KS; 15G Barone, to PM Warrior at Ft. Sam
Houston, TX and CW4 Gunderson  to XV

Frri) T ik T M
I

Aisborme Corps at Ft. Bragg, NC. Piclured left to
right - CSM Jones, SFC Kenney, 15G Barone,
CW4 Gunderson, LTC Mendenhall,

Tennessee Valley Chapter

Cl¥s GhrIsrnphu.r Michael Cundiﬁ Was pre
senfed the Bronze Order of 5L Michael on the
occasion of his retirement al Redstone Arsenal,
AL on EE|:|"I_1 25, EDDG.SA Senior Training and
Fielding Officer, Armed Scout Helicopter Project
Office, he served Army Aviation for 22 years as
an enlisted crew chief and maintenance test
pilot. The award was presented by COL Keith
Robinson, Project Manager, Armed Scoul
Helicopter and Tennessee Valley Chapter Vice
President for Awards, CW4 Relired Sleve
Sanders. Cundiff will remain in the Huntsville
area. Pictured from left - CW4 (Ret) Sanders,
COL Robinson, CW3 Cundiff.

in Fort Worlh, Texas, April 14-17, 2010
m QUTSTANDING AVIATION UNIT AWARD

OFFICER OF THE YEAR AWARD
® THE ROBERT M. LEICH AWARD

= ARNG AVIATION UNIT AWARD
m USAR AVIATION UNIT AWARD

AAAA National Awards

Deadline for Nominations Jan. 1, 2010
Awards will be presented al the AAAA Annual Convention

= RODNEY J. T. YANO NON-COMMISSIONED

m AVIATION SOLDIER OF THE YEAR AWARD
m JAMES H, MCCLELLAN AVIATION SAFETY AWARD
m ACTIVE AVIATION UNIT OF THE YEAR AWARD

m MICHAEL J. NOVOSEL AVIATOR OF THE YEAR
m JOSEPH P. CRIBBINS DAC OF THE YEAR AWARD
= HENRY . DUNN CREW CHIEF OF THE YEAR AWARD

Send ix Youre Chorze Ta oday/

Nomination Forms
Available Online at
www.quac-a.org

orcall the
National Office at
203 268-2450
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UPCOMING EVENTS

DECEMBER 2009
Dec 3-11  AAAA Unmanned Aircraft Symposium (UAS),
Crystal Gateway Marriott, Arlington, VA

JANUARY 2010

Jan 5-7 AUSA Aviation Symposium & Exhibition,
Arlington, VA

Jan 22 AAAA Scholarship Executive Committee
Meeting, NGRC, Arlington, VA

Jan 23 AAAA National Awards Committee Meeting,
NGRC, Arlington, VA

Jan 25-28  Awiation Senior Leaders Conference, Fort Rucker, AL

FEBRUARY 2010

Feb 10-11  Joseph P. Cribhins Aviation Product Symposium,
Huntsville, AL

Feb 20-23  Heli-Expo 2010, Houston, TX

Feb 24-26  AUSA Winter Symposium, Fort Lauderdale, FL

APRIL 2010
Apr 14-17  AAAA Annual Convention, Fort Worth, TX

ARMY AVIATION ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
755 Main Street, Suite 40,
203-268-2450, Fax 203-268-5570, Web www.quad-a.0rg

Unitep States Army WARRANT OFFiCERS ASSOCIATION

AAAA Supporting the U.S. Army

Aviation Soldier and Family

ARMYAVIATION

UPCOMING SPECIAL FOCUS:

Denemher

contact: Bob Lachowski
Advertising Director Tel: (203) 268-2450 x 131
E-imalll bob@guad-a.org

Monroe, CT 0B8488-2830
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rmy Aviation

Hall of Fame

_._,-ga'.ru_}. aviation, The actual Hall of Fame is f’f.J-:.'c'H-:-.'ﬁ’ in H'.n. -iH‘H‘_'L- .-iur.mun .Un.w_-mn.

Fort Rucker, Ala., where the portraits of the inductees and the citations
arding thelr achievements are retainec feriry.
Each month Army Aviation Magzazine highlizhts a member of the Hall of Fame.

Nominations for the 2011 induction into the Hall of Fame
are currently being accepted, with a deadline date of May 1, 2010.

Contact the AAAA National Office for details at (203) 265-2450.

COLONEL ROBERT F. LITLE JR.

ARMY AVIATION HalLL OF FAME 1983 INDUCTION

COL Robert F. Litle’s remarkable contributions to Army aviation in peace and war, over a
span of more than 24 years, clearly distinguished him as a true pioneer in the advancement of
air-ground tactics, techniques and technology.

In the early 1950s, Litle conducted experimental helicopter Mights under adverse weather
conditions, which was a major factor in proving the feasibility of helicopter instrument flight
operations and in determining the basic instrument configuration for Army helicopters,

During the 1963 to 1966 period, while in a key command role with the 11th Air Assault
Division, Litle organized, trained and tested the only attack airplane battalion in the history of
Army aviation,

Later, he served with distinction in airmobile combat in Vietnam
as the executive officer of an aviation group and as a commander
of an airmobile infantry battalion,

From 1971 o 1973, Litle served as a principal director of the
U.S. Army Project Mobile Army Sensor Systems Test, Evaluation
and Review at Fort Hood, Texas.

Here, he planned and evaluated with noted success many crucial
field tests of major Army units emploving aireraft in mid-intensity
combat, including the triple capability (TRICAP) division, the air
cavalry combal brigade, and the air defense suppression system,

Litle’s extraordinary vision and versatility were indeed in the
highest tradition of Army Aviation.
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FULFILLING OUR ROLE...

...FOR A COMMON GOAL

Robertson Aviation is proud to be a part of the Shadow® Team.




