“"HOT CYCLE” DEBUT

® NEWSMEN FOR THE FIRST TIME (JANUARY 28) VIEWED
AN ENGINEERING FLIGHT TEST OF A HELICOPTER USING
THE HUGHES "HOT CYCLE" PRINCIPLE, WHICH JETS HIGH
ENERGY GASES FROM THE ROTOR BLADE TIP LOUVRES
(TO? OF PHOTO), THE FLIGHT OCCURRED AT HUGHES
TOOL COMPANY'S AIRCRAFT DIVISION IN CULVER CITY,
CALIF, PILOTING THE AIRCRAFT DURING ITS FIRST PUBLIC
FLIGHT WAS ROBERT G. FERRY (PICTURED), CHIEF EN-
GINEERING TEST PILOT FOR THE AIRCRAFT DIVISION.
DESIGNATED THE XV-9A, THE RESEARCH "TEST BED" WAS
DEVELOPED FOR USATRECOM, BUT ALSO HAS COMMER-
CIAL AIRLINER APPFLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE, THE
"HOT CYCLE'" CONCEPT IS INTENDED TO ELIMINATE THE
COMPLEX, HEAVY GEAR BOXES ON NORMAL SHAFT EN=-

GINE AIRCRAFT, ALLOWING FOR A MORE POWERFUL
HELICOPTER WHICH CAN LIFT MORE THAN TWICE ITS
EMPTY WEIGHT IN CARGO OR PASSENGERS.
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PATRICK, RHODERIC K., JR,

93 Harris Drive

Fort Rucker, Alabama 36362
PAULIN, LOUIS C.
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